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Introduction

Years ago, 1987 I believe it was, I had the great fortune of attending a lecture in Ottawa given by astrologer Marc Bériault. I say “great fortune” because the concepts to which I was introduced on that Saturday afternoon have since grown and developed into the material for this book, and have provided me with key elements for unlocking some of the subtler mysteries and complexities of astrological interpretation. The odd thing is that it was not the featured subject of the afternoon that so gripped my attention, not to diminish in any way the significance of the Dark Moon Lilith, but rather the sidebar Bériault engaged us in early in the lecture, a somewhat extended digression into the world of the “crosses,” as he so called them, or the “quadruplicities,” or “modes,” as they are more commonly known.

Following a thorough and detailed explanation of the astronomical and mathematical factors involved in the calculation of Lilith’s placement in our solar system, Bériault proceeded to give example delineations of Lilith by cross placement, instead of the more typical approach of sign or even element placement. He must have drawn a roomful of blank stares at the mention of the crosses, for he paused, assessed his audience’s response, and asked if a definition of the crosses might be in order. When the group unanimously and eagerly agreed to the interruption, in true Aquarian style our lecturer just as eagerly proceeded to share his wealth of knowledge. To this day, I have never forgotten the principles acquired on that sunny Saturday afternoon, for they were the seeds of the knowledge from which the present work was born.

To open up the discussion and illustrate his interpretation of the crosses, Bériault began by creating three columns on the blackboard. To each, he assigned a title: Truth, Beauty, and Good and Evil. He turned to the participants and asked which of the crosses belonged to which header. The mutable signs were quickly and unanimously assigned to the Good and Evil group. Given the commonly understood dualistic nature of the cross, it was a bit of a giveaway. The identification of the remaining two crosses, however, proved to be more of a challenge, stirring up a lengthy yet highly revealing discussion regarding the significance of the Platonic trinity. Not being of a particularly scholarly turn of mind, it took some time before I was able to understand the essence of what was being proposed, but once I understood, it all seemed to make sense, and all without suffering through another reading of Plato’s Republic!

Ever since that moment, I have continued to study and develop my understanding of the crosses, or quadruplicities, or modes as they are also known, and just as Arroyo’s work on the elements, Astrology, Psychology and the Four Elements, opened up a whole new avenue for the interpretation of astrological factors, this radically new approach to the crosses seemed to open up whatever had remained hidden. Once I began to understand the fundamental characteristics of the crosses, it became much easier to evaluate the natal chart and to accurately identify transiting factors, as well as to recognize astrological phenomena in everyday life.

The crosses were the missing link. As my understanding of the dynamic nature of the crosses deepened, astrology took on a whole new rhythm, and as we shall see, this is exactly what the crosses are about—movement. Over the years, I began to recognize the crosses in peoples’ speech patterns, in the style of their actions, in their methods of self-expression, in the words they chose to express what was on their minds or in their hearts, in the manner in which they carried themselves into a room, and in how they related with others.

The crosses have become such an integral part of my language and tools of observation that some of this knowledge has spilled over to family and friends, so that even people with little or no astrological training are able to explain the motivations and actions of their own friends simply by knowing to which cross their Sun sign belongs. For example, some time ago, just after starting a philosophy course in college, my younger daughter mentioned that she thought that Descartes might be a cardinal sign, perhaps even a Libra. Having been exposed to astrology most of her life, Caroline naturally had a basic knowledge of the zodiac, although this was limited mainly to Sun sign astrology. She had based her deduction on the style of his ideology. An interesting observation, I thought, since I already knew that Descartes had the Sun in Aries, but a look at his chart revealed that Libra was the focal point of his five Aries planets.

I have also used the crosses when presenting lectures to various groups and organizations of people who have had no training in astrology. A simple breakdown of the participants into their cross groups (most people today know their Sun sign) allows people to become quickly aware of some fundamental differences between themselves and friends and family members. With very little training, a mutable person, for example, might then understand the passion that drives his cardinal buddy, or a fixed sign might make allowances for her mutable friend’s need to rationalize her actions. The study of the crosses results in a classification of character types into three basic, yet fundamental and undeniably distinct groups.

I’ve always maintained a deep fascination for human nature. Maybe I’m a bit of a voyeur, maybe it comes from being an astrologer, or perhaps it’s the other way around and a certain degree of voyeurism is a required element for becoming an astrologer. In any case, I’ve enjoyed watching people at work and at play, in their experiences of joy and pain, through their successes and triumphs, as they stumble over obstacles and as they succeed against all odds. In the beginning, I would try to guess a person’s sign, but would just as often pick up the Moon, the Midheaven, a stellium, or the Ascendant as I would the Sun’s placement. But when I began to integrate the principles of the crosses within my astrological frame of reference, a whole new process of perception began to emerge, and charts started to come to life. Some examples will illustrate this point.

Several years ago, I took to observing John, one of the instructors at a dojo where I trained in karate. My natural astrological curiosity led me to wonder what sign he might be, and my mind set itself to solving the puzzle, leading me to first suspect a cardinal-sign influence. The manner in which he taught his classes, coloured by a powerful presence, boundless energy and drive, and the dedication and discipline he devoted to his martial art all pointed to the cardinal signs. Add to that the characteristic cardinal physical traits, the prominent forehead and cheekbones, and the receding hairline often seen in Aries males. However, there was also a certain mutable quality in the way he moved, a quick nervousness, and a particular facial feature that I have often observed in individuals marked by this cross: a pair of long creases that appeared on the sides of his mouth when he smiled, revealing long, separate mutable teeth, a common mutable-sign trait. Combined with a very Sagittarian-like square jaw, I found this picture to be complex and, despite all these indicators, could not readily settle on any one cardinal sign.
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For a time I juggled Aries and Cancer, and then considered Libra, for the martial aspect, having found the air signs to be prominent in the charts of fighters and martial artists, in particular, Libra and Aquarius. I discarded Aries, for there was too much discipline and continuity—twenty years (more than thirty years at the time of publication of the first edition of this book) of constant training in one field, with no forays into other disciplines, but rather a definite loyalty to the style of the master; Aries might have tried other fields. Then I abandoned Cancer, for he lacked the sensitivity and nurturing of that sign; at least planetary placement in this sign was not outwardly evident. I threw out Libra, for the smile did not belong to this air sign, (Libra smiles are often wide, easy, and toothy), and also the projection of his personality was not openly and sociably Libran. Capricorn did not quite seem to fit the bill, because his nature was spontaneous and extremely independent and also very open to alternative health ideas.

Months later, I had the opportunity to draw up this person’s chart and, lo and behold, discovered that he had the Sun in Capricorn opposed Jupiter and Uranus in Cancer, Mars in Aries, and a Libra Midheaven. Venus and the Ascendant were in Sagittarius. I was not surprised, and my observations were confirmed. It also became clear as to why I had difficulty settling with Capricorn, since the Sun was so strongly affected by Uranus and Jupiter, as well as being squared by Neptune in Libra!

In this example, the subject under observation remained obscured from view. Very late one night, a few winters ago, I heard a car pull up in front of my house. Curious as only a Moon in Aquarius can be, I drew back the blinds a crack and allowed myself to spy at the occupants of the late-model, imported sedan. My daughter and her driver, a young man from work, were calmly absorbed in what appeared to be a captivating discussion. It was a cold, icy night, and the driver had kept the motor running. While engaged in conversation, the driver shifted the car out of park a couple of times as though about to leave, only to shift it into park once more. Once or twice my daughter moved to open the door and each time was immediately reengaged in conversation. The driver’s attention was evenly divided between the controls of his vehicle and the relational interaction at hand. Both seemed to be well under control-the vehicle and the guest in the car. The next morning I asked my daughter if her friend was a Virgo. She smiled, only half surprised and said that yes, he was. How did I know? I recognized the general nature of the cross and combined it with the finer elements of the sign. There was only one sign that embodied the quietly relational, environmentally aware, intimate nature expressed by this young man—Virgo.

Some time ago, I happened to catch a brief television interview with outspoken actor James Woods. The interviewer commented on his “bad-boy” image, to which the actor quickly and forcefully, but not without a certain air of boyish pleasure, responded, “I have zero image; I couldn’t care less.” Thinking that this response would naturally belong to a fixed sign, as concern for image belongs primarily to the cardinal signs, I proceeded to look up his birth data. I was surprised to discover that he was an Aries native, which did not fit my initial profile. On further thought, however, I understood that his ardent and self-satisfied response indicated someone who was enjoying the so-called “bad-boy” image, and that denial was only one way in which he chose to cultivate and even reinforce it.

Once a basic understanding of the crosses is acquired, the following exercise can be attempted. This is a wonderful way of testing and also of developing one’s astrological know-how. Watch how people move, how they carry themselves, how they toss their hair, or how they step into a room. Observe their reactions and responses in everyday situations. Pay attention to the words people choose when they express themselves, especially in circumstances where the expression is spontaneous and natural. The following is a striking example of the crosses as they manifest in speech. The text below is an excerpt taken from an article written by Montreal astrologer Susan Kelly for “Directions.” These interviews were conducted on the last day of the 1987 International Astrology Conference of the F.C.A. among astrologers who had attended the event. Several participants were asked to describe their experience of the conference, three of which are quoted below.

First person interviewed:

“I asked her why she thought the conference experience was important. ‘It’s important because there are so many different ways of looking at astrology, so many different views and methods and ideas. Conferences provide an excellent way to exchange our ideas and to get to know each other personally, to get to know the person behind the book, say. And when it’s an international conference, you see people from abroad with whom you don’t usually get a chance to talk.’”

Second person interviewed:

“‘It’s called “conference buzz.” It’s what you hear all around us. It’s because we’re all around so many Uranian types that too much electricity starts moving through us.’ I pressed her for more details. Why would we want to get so charged up? ‘Because we get off on the feeling.’”

Third person interviewed:

“We go through this conference experience, I think, for the sheer beauty of the experience.”

To the trained observer, the language used in these three quotations is a truly remarkable reflection of each person’s cross. The reader is invited to try to guess which interviewee is a cardinal, which is a fixed, and which is a mutable-sign native; the answers will be revealed in later chapters.

Astrologers and students of astrology will want to consult the complete chart for a more in-depth analysis of cross action in a chart. The extent to which a person will manifest the traits of a cross will be determined in part by the total number of astrological factors in that cross, including the planets, the Ascendant, and the Midheaven. For example, in the case of an Aries individual, the more planets there are in the cardinal signs, the more cardinal will be the nature of the person.

In the present work, when referring to a strong cross influence in a chart, this will usually indicate that there are four or more planets in one cross, reinforced by aspect configurations such as stelliums, squares, T-squares, Grand Crosses, position, and placement. However, it is not necessary for the Sun to be involved in the configuration for a cross influence to exist. In the case of the chart of entrepreneur Steve Jobs, whose chart is discussed later in this book, we find the Sun in the mutable sign Pisces with six planets distributed among the cardinal signs, giving a strong cardinal influence. In some charts, an aspect configuration (T-square, opposition, Grand Cross, etc.) that is strategically located, for example angular or elevated, can create a cross emphasis, while the natal Sun may not be included in the pattern.

Furthermore, the significance of the crosses goes beyond the placement of the Sun, planets, and angles in a natal chart. All points in a chart, including house cusps, can be considered by cross placement in making a complete horoscope delineation. For example, a person with a fixed sign on the cusp of the third house will think and communicate according to a specific, rather personal value set, whereas a person with a mutable sign on the third house is more likely to think and communicate according to a rationally deduced or an adopted set of rules and regulations.

We all have something in each of the crosses, and a study of these placements will reveal much about who we are and how we function. For those who have access to an astrologer or to a chart calculation service, it is recommended that you obtain information regarding the cross distribution in your chart. This will enable you to make a more thorough evaluation of your own character and personality traits.

Following is a list of names of people whose charts significantly reflect a specific cross emphasis. For the sake of making this information accessible to the non astrologer, I have included in this list charts which have the Sun plus at least three other factors, including planets and the angles, in the same cross. The reader may find it interesting to refer to biographies and historical accounts of these people when reading through the descriptions of the individual crosses.

Cardinal sign individuals (Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn)

Albert Schweitzer, René Descartes, Dwight Eisenhower, Richard Nixon, Ross Perot, Mary Baker Eddy, Friedrich Nietzsche, Michel de Notredame (Nostradamus), Nelson Rockefeller, Dr. Edward Bach, Jean Chrétien; writers Pearl S. Buck, Barbara Cartland, Charles Baudelaire (eight cardinal planets), George Orwell, Rudyard Kipling; artists, musicians and entertainers Herbert Von Karajan, Claudio Abbado, Victor Borge, Henri Matisse, Jacques Brel, Charlie Chaplin, Harrison Ford.

Fixed sign individuals (Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius)

Martha Stewart, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Oprah Winfrey, Bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Angela Davis, George Lucas, Ted Turner, Charles Manson, Henry Ford, Adolf Hitler, Michele Sindona, Rudolph Valentino; writers James Joyce, George Bernard Shaw, Somerset Maugham, Bertrand Russell, Thomas Merton; artists, musicians and entertainers Johannes Brahms, Barbra Streisand, Pablo Picasso, Lucille Ball, Goldie Hawn, Julia Roberts, Rock Hudson.

Mutable sign individuals (Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces)

Albert Einstein, Michel de Montaigne, Brian Mulroney, Walt Disney, Queen Elizabeth I, Henry Kissinger, painter Toulouse Lautrec; writers Agatha Christi, Paolo Coelho, Sir Richard Burton, Ralph Waldo Emerson, William Butler Yeats; artists, musicians and entertainers, Ludwig Von Beethoven, Harry Connick Jr., Arthur Fiedler, Frank Sinatra.

As mentioned earlier, the crosses reveal themselves through the external manifestation of an individual’s natural expression and so their traits can be easily observed in a person’s words, accomplishments, achievements, and products. The reader may wish to compare the music of a cardinal composer with that of the other crosses, or the works of the painters or writers of different crosses. In observing and in listening, the crosses will quickly reveal themselves to you.


1. A Cross by Any Other Name

Qualities, quadruplicities, quadratures, modes, or types…it seems a necessary exercise just to sort through the various names given this division of the zodiac. The quadruplicities, as defined by astrologer Nicholas DeVore in his Encyclopedia of Astrology, “are the four signs which have the same quality; either cardinal, fixed or mutable.” He further defines them by adding that “there are three types, or qualities…the Cardinal or Initiative signs, the Fixed or Executive signs and the Mutable or Deductive signs. As there are four in each, these are known as the Quadruplicities.” Astrologers Marion March and Joan McEvers in The Only Way to Learn Astrology teach that “we can…divide the twelve signs of the zodiac into three groups of four signs each; the signs in each group have certain qualities in common. Each group has a distinct mode of operating in life. The qualities, or quadruplicities are…”

Although of common usage, the terms type and quality do not quite convey the intrinsically dynamic nature of the crosses, especially as they are revealed in speech and action, as intimated in the introduction of the current work. In fact, the term quality is at the very least a vague description and at worst a misleading characterization of the crosses, because there are positive manifestations of each cross as well as destructive and harmful manifestations, as will be shown in the chapters that follow. A quality is generally perceived as a positive attribute, such as generosity, kindness, caring or a sense of
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