

    
        
          Bible Class for Adults and Youth: Beginner's Guide: Jeremiah

        

        
        
          BIBLE CLASS FROM SCRATCH, Volume 24

        

        
        
          Bible Sermons

        

        
          Published by Guillermo Doris McBride, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      BIBLE CLASS FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH: BEGINNER'S GUIDE: JEREMIAH

    

    
      First edition. January 11, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Bible Sermons.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8227336644

    

    
    
      Written by Bible Sermons.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Epigraph

Introduction

Jeremiah 1

Jeremiah 1:4-19

Jeremiah 2

The Lord rejected

They created their own gods

Jeremiah 3

The accusation of backsliding and rebellion during the reign of Josiah

Jeremiah 4 to 6

Jeremiah 5

Jeremiah explained some specific sins

Judah refused to listen

Jeremiah 6

Jeremiah 7, 8 and 9

A plea for them to mend their ways

Judgment for idolatry

No one repented of their wickedness

Jeremiah 8

Jeremiah 9 - Jeremiah shared distress with God.

Jeremiah 10 and 11

The folly of idolatry

Jeremiah 11

Jeremiah 12, 13 and 14

Jeremiah's question

Jeremiah 13 - A parable in action (the linen girdle)

Jeremiah 14

The drought

Jeremiah 14:4-17:12

An unavoidable trial

Jeremiah 15

Jeremiah's personal distress

Jeremiah 16

Jeremiah 17

Message from a single prophet

Jeremiah 18 and 19

The power of the potter

The personality of the clay

The power of clay

The potter's personality

Jeremiah 19 - The Sign of the Broken Vessel

Jeremiah 20 to 22

Jeremiah 21 - Reply to Zedekiah on Nebuchadnezzar

Jeremiah 22 - The Judgment of Jehoiakim

Jeremiah 22:13-25:12

Conías or Joaquín Trial

Jeremiah 23

Jeremiah 24

Jeremiah 25

Jeremiah 25:15-28:17

The wine glass of wrath

Jeremiah 26

Jeremiah threatened with death

Jeremiah 27

Jeremiah 28

Ananias, the false prophet

Jeremiah 29 and 30

Jeremiah's first letter of encouragement

The lies of false prophets

Jeremiah 30

The coming kingdom

Jeremiah 31 and 32

Jeremiah 32

Jeremiah 33 to 36

Jeremiah 33

Jeremiah 34

Jeremiah 33

Jeremiah 34

Jeremiah 35

Jeremiah 36

Jeremiah 37 to 39

Jeremiah 38

Jeremiah narrowly escaped death

Jeremiah 39

Jeremiah freed by the enemy

Jeremiah 39:7-44:30

Jeremiah 40

A liberated Jeremiah

Jeremiah 41 - Murder of Gedaliah

Jeremiah 42

Jeremiah was consulted

Jeremiah 43

Jeremiah's message rejected

Jeremiah's warning to the remnant in Egypt

Jeremiah 44

Jeremiah 45:1-49:6

Jeremiah 46

Jeremiah 47

Jeremiah 48

Jeremiah 49

Prophecy for Amon

Jeremiah 49:7-52:34

Prophecy for Edom

The prophecy for Damascus

Prophecy against Kedar, Hazor and Elam

Jeremiah 50

Jeremiah 51

Jeremiah 52

Conclusion



  	
        
            
            Jeremiah, whose name means "the Lord lifts up", is the prophet of the New Covenant (30:1-33:25). In God's time, this covenant will be fulfilled for Israel. It will be written in the heart (31:33), sometimes considered the part where the person makes decisions. Jeremiah, the writer of the book (1:1), often contrasted Israel's glorious future with her disobedience to God during her ministry. Through the problems and events of everyday life, God caused Jeremiah to see symbolic meanings. He saw God's plans for the nation in the blossoming of an almond tree (1:11-12), in a boiling pot (1:13-16), in a potter at his wheel (18:1-4) and in a cistern (38:6-13). The impact of many of his sermons was enhanced by the use of objective demonstrations, such as putting on a broken belt (13:1-11), breaking pots (19:10-11) and using a yoke (27:1-22). In his "temple sermon" (7:1-8:3 and 26:1-24), Jeremiah pointed out that faith should be placed only in God and not in external things, not even in the temple itself.
Of all the Old Testament prophets, Jeremiah is the most personal. He shares his deepest thoughts and feelings. At the beginning of the book he says that he is a priest (1:1). As a priest he loved Jerusalem and the temple, and if they were lost it would be a double tragedy for him. Jeremiah was often persecuted by the official institutions of Jerusalem and even by his own family. In the midst of all these difficulties, Jeremiah was aware of God's protection and guidance.
Jeremiah lived in a time of realignment of world power; in his time the empire of Assyria fell, Egypt ceased to be a great power and Babylon rose as an empire. During his ministry, the kings of Judah often relied on international negotiations and agreements rather than on God. At first Jeremiah approved of King Josiah's religious reforms, but it soon became evident that, despite the outward revival, the people experienced very little spiritual change.
Chapters 1-25 of Jeremiah contain his early prophecies against Judah; 26-45 are biographical. Chapters 46-51 are oracles against the Gentiles; 52 provides additional information (2 Kgs 24:18-25:30) where Jeremiah's historical chronology is noted. The following table shows some of the kings and the dates of their reigns.
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Jeremiah, the prophet of the broken heart, is the author of this book that bears his name. It is one of the most remarkable books of the Bible. Every book of the Bible is remarkable, but this book of Jeremiah is remarkable in an unusual way. Most prophets hide themselves and maintain a character of anonymity. That is, they do not project themselves onto the pages of their prophecies. But here we have a prophet whose prophecy is largely autobiographical. He has left us much of his own personal history. Let's review for a moment his life through a list of facts about him, so that you can get to know this man, whom we will meet in this book.

1. First, he was born a priest in the city of Anathoth, north of Jerusalem (Jeremiah 1:1).

2. He was chosen to be a prophet before he was born (1:5).

3. He was called to prophesy when he was very young (1:6).

4. God entrusted him with the mission of being a prophet (1:9-10).

He began his ministry during the reign of King Josiah and was one of those who expressed his grief at the king's funeral (2 Chron.35:25).

6. He was forbidden to marry because of the terrible times in which he lived (16:1-4).

7. He never succeeded in converting anyone. He was rejected by his people (11:18-21); (12:6); (18:18). He was hated, beaten, put in the stocks (20:1-3); he was put in prison and accused of being a traitor (37:11-16).

8. His message broke his own heart (9:1).

9. He wanted to resign his office, but God did not allow him to do so (20:9).

10. He saw the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity in Babylon. The captain of the Babylonian forces allowed him to remain in his land. When the remnant wanted to flee to Egypt, Jeremiah prophesied against that desire (42:15-43:3). He was forced to go with the remnant to Egypt (43:6-7) and died there. According to tradition, he was stoned by the remnant of Israelites.

So with these facts alone we can verify that he was a remarkable man. He has been called "The Weeping Prophet," but not in a derogatory sense. He spent most of his life shedding tears. God chose this man, who had a motherly heart, a trembling voice, and tearful eyes, to communicate a stern message of judgment. The message he had to proclaim broke his own heart. This man was a great servant of God. Frankly speaking, I don't think you or I would have chosen this kind of man to communicate such a severe message. Instead, we would have chosen some harsh person to convey that kind of message, wouldn't we? But God did not choose that kind of man; he chose a man with a tender and compassionate heart.

We would now like to present two statements concerning this prophet Jeremiah, statements uttered by men in the past.

Lord MacCaulay said of Jeremiah: "It is difficult to conceive of a more painful situation than that of a great man, condemned to watch the slow agony of an exhausted country, to nurse it spiritually through the alternate fits of stupefaction and delirium which precede its dissolution, and to watch the symptoms of vitality disappear one by one, until nothing remains but coldness, darkness, and corruption."  This was Jeremiah's position and calling. He was there and could see his people led into captivity.

The other statement we would like to read concerning Jeremiah was delivered by Dr. Morehead, who presented us with a very graphic picture of the prophet. Said Dr. Morehead: "It fell to Jeremiah to prophesy at a time when all things in Judah were rushing toward a tragic and final catastrophe; when political commotion was at its height; when the worst passions were ruling the different parties, and the most dismal counsels were prevailing. It fell to him to stand in the way by which his nation was rushing headlong to destruction; to make a heroic effort to stop it and to reverse the process; to fail, to be compelled to stand aside and see his own people, whom he loved with a woman's tenderness, hurl themselves over the precipice, into a vast and boggy ruin." 

You and I are perhaps living in a time that probably resembles Jeremiah's time. We see great nations that have made great technological advances. Man has undertaken the conquest of space and created weapons of enormous destructive power. Yet within those great powers lies corruption, which will actually lead to dismemberment and disaster. And that end does not seem to be far off. Now, we know that, what we are saying is not very popular, it does not get good press. The media are increasingly exposing corruption, highlighting its increase at all levels, but they do not know, or do not want to draw conclusions as to the consequences that this irreversible process will have for humanity. We hear less and less about how to avoid corruption and how to solve this serious problem in order to improve society. God has been totally left out of the contemporary scene, and when those who do not believe in Him mention Him, they do so with a wry smile or a sneer. And those who do believe in Him are marginalized. It is for this reason that we have said above that we find ourselves in much the same position in which Jeremiah found himself, and so we are convinced that this book will communicate a message appropriate for our times.

Another author has written the following about Jeremiah: "He was not powerful like Elijah, eloquent like Isaiah, poor and humble like Ezekiel, but a timid, shamefaced man, conscious of his impotence, anxious to receive compassion and love which he was never to know: Such was the instrument by which the Word of the Lord came to that corrupt and degenerate age."

Matthew 16:13-14 says, When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do men say that the Son of Man is? And they said, Some say, John the Baptist; others, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. There was a difference of opinion, and none of them seemed to really know who it was. Some had good reason to think it was Elijah, and also good reason to believe it was John the Baptist. Now, there were those who believed it was Jeremiah, and they had very good reason to believe it, for Jeremiah was a man of sorrows, experienced in suffering. The difference between him and the Lord Jesus was that the Lord Jesus was carrying our pains and our sorrows, while Jeremiah was carrying his own burden, and it was breaking his heart. He once turned to the Lord and said, "I can't go on. This business is tearing me apart. I am on the verge of a nervous breakdown. It would be better for you to turn to someone else." And the Lord, in a way it was as if He had said to him, "Very well, but I will keep your resignation on my desk because I think you will come back." And Jeremiah came back and he said in his chapter 20:9, there was in my heart as it were a burning fire in my bones. I tried to resist it, but I could not. And he communicated the message, but it broke his heart. God wanted to have that kind of man, because he was the right man to deliver such a severe message. God wanted the Israelites to know that, although He was sending them into captivity and in so doing was judging them, that fact was breaking His divine heart. As Isaiah said in 28:21, judgment is the strange work of God.

Jeremiah began his ministry about a century after Isaiah. He began his work during the reign of King Josiah and continued it during the Babylonian captivity. He was the one who predicted the 70 years of Babylonian captivity. He also saw, beyond the darkness of the captivity, the light, No other prophet spoke so brilliantly, with so much enthusiasm, about the future. We shall have occasion to verify this as we proceed in our study of this beautiful prophecy.

Jeremiah's message was the most unpleasant ever communicated to a people, and it was rejected. He was considered a traitor to his country because he said that it was necessary to surrender to Babylon. The prophet Isaiah, almost a century before him, had spoken of resisting, why this change? In Jeremiah's day there was only one thing left to do: surrender. In God's economy, the nation was finished. The times of the nations had already begun with Babylon, as the golden head of the great image described in Daniel 2.

The word "backsliding" was the characteristic of Jeremiah's message, appearing 13 times. It was a word used only 4 times in the Old Testament; 1 time in the book of Proverbs and 3 times in the book of Hosea. The message of the prophet Hosea was also addressed to a backsliding nation.

The predominant proper name in the book was "Babylon," which appears 164 times, more than in all the Bible passages combined. Babylon became the enemy.

In order to have a panoramic view of the book of Jeremiah we are going to include a simple outline of the main titles or themes which, on the other hand, coincide with the stages of the prophet's life.

1. Call of the prophet during the reign of Josiah. Chapter 1.

2. Prophecies for Judah and Jerusalem, prior to Zedekiah's reign: Chapters 2 to 20.

3. Prophecies during the reign of Zedekiah. Chapters 21 to 29.

4. Prophecies concerning the future of the 12 tribes and the imminent captivity of Judah. Chapters 30 to 39.

5. Prophecies for the remnant left in Judah after the destruction of Jerusalem. Chapters 40 to 42.

6. Prophecies during Jeremiah's last days in Egypt. Chapters 43 to 51

7. Fulfillment of the prophesied destruction of Jerusalem. Chapter 52.
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The theme is "The Calling of the Prophet during the reign of Josiah. It will be helpful to our understanding of the prophets to interweave the corresponding books from 1 Samuel through 2 Chronicles; which are the historical books covering the same time period. The prophets prophesied during the historical period covered by those historical books, with the exception of the prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, who prophesied after the exile (and which in turn fit into the period covered by the historical books of Ezra and Nehemiah). Let us then read the first verse of this first chapter of the book of the prophet Jeremiah:

"The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who resided in Anathoth, in the land of Benjamin."

Here is a reference to Hilkiah, who was Jeremiah's father. Hilkiah was the high priest who found the book of the Law of Moses, during the time of King Josiah. The discovery of the Law of the Lord given to Moses, caused a spiritual renewal during the reign of Josiah. Renewal movements are not caused by men, but by the Word of God. It has never been a man who originated them, but a book. The Word of God is responsible for every renewal movement that has taken place in the church. It is true that God has used men, but it was the Word of God that brought about that renewal. The record of this renewal is preserved in the historical books: in the Second Book of Kings, chapter 22, and also in the Second Book of Chronicles, chapter 34.

Anathoth was Jeremiah's hometown. It was located a few miles north of Jerusalem.

Let us continue reading verse 2:

"The word of the Lord which came to him in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign."

Josiah was 8 years old when he acceded to the throne, and he reigned for 31 years. Jeremiah began his ministry when Josiah was 22 years old. Jeremiah, apparently, was also 20 years old; so they were both young and probably friends. Jeremiah prophesied during 18 years of Josiah's reign and was one of those who expressed his grief at the king's funeral (as we can see in 2 Chronicles 35:25).

As for Josiah we can say that he had acted foolishly, which leads us to deduce that even men of God sometimes commit folly. He went to fight against the Pharaoh of Egypt at Karkemis, although Pharaoh had not gone there to fight against Judah. But for some strange reason, Josiah went out to fight him in the valley of Esdraelon (or Armageddon, at Megiddo) and there Josiah was killed. Jeremiah lamented his death because Josiah had been a good king. The last spiritual renewal took place under the reign of Josiah, and it was a great renewal. After Josiah's death, Jeremiah could see that the nation would fall into a dark night, from which it would not emerge until after the Babylonian captivity. Let us continue then with our reading in this first chapter of the book of the prophet Jeremiah, reading verse 3:

"It came to him also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the deportation of Jerusalem in the fifth month."

This verse and the previous one give us the exact date of Jeremiah's ministry, i.e., from the thirteenth year of King Josiah and continuing through the whole process of leading Jerusalem into captivity.

We know that when the kingdom of Judah was taken into captivity, King Nebuchadnezzar allowed Jeremiah to stay in the land of Judah. Jeremiah says in 39:11-12, 11Nebuchadnezzar had given orders to Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, concerning Jeremiah, saying, 12 "Take him and watch over him; do him no harm, but do to him as he tells you." Of course, Jeremiah did not want to go to Babylon with the others; they had rejected his message and had been taken captive just as he had predicted. And since King Nebuchadnezzar gave him a choice, he chose to stay in the land with the few who remained. However, those fugitives left the land of Judah and headed for Egypt, acting against Jeremiah's advice and taking him with them. In Egypt, Jeremiah continued to faithfully communicate the Word of God to them.

The second book of Chronicles 36 left the story omitted here. Jehoahaz, a son of Josiah, was not mentioned in Jeremiah's account. He reigned for 3 months, and was deposed. Then the king of Egypt placed Jehoahaz's brother Eliakim on the throne, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. Jeremiah advised him not to fight against Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. However, Jehoiakim did not accept Jeremiah's advice, and was taken captive to Babylon. After the overthrow of Eliakim (or Jehoiakim) the king of Babylon placed Jehoiakim on the throne of Jerusalem. He reigned 3 months and 10 days, and was not mentioned here in the book of Jeremiah either because he barely occupied the throne, since, soon after he was overthrown and deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon. Later, Nebuchadnezzar appointed Zedekiah, nephew of Jehoiakim, to the throne in Jerusalem, who reigned for 11 years. When Zedekiah rebelled, Nebuchadnezzar went to Jerusalem and destroyed it, killed Zedekiah's sons and plucked out Zedekiah's eyes, taking him captive to Babylon.

This account tells of brutal events. But we must also remember that King Nebuchadnezzar was very patient with the city of Jerusalem. Let us also remember that the people refused to listen to God's warning to them through Jeremiah.

Jeremiah continued his ministry among the remnant that remained in Jerusalem. Afterwards, they, those who had remained there, forced him to go with them to Egypt. And so, he continued his ministry in Egypt until the time of his death. Looking at the totality of his life, we can highlight 2 things that characterized Jeremiah's life: his tears and his loneliness. We can say that these are the signs of Christian ministry in the lives of those who serve God.

We will continue, God willing, this study in our next chapter. And in order for you to be better prepared with the study of this book of Jeremiah, we suggest you read the remaining verses of this chapter 1, to familiarize yourself with the details of God's call to Jeremiah to fulfill his mission.
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In the previous chapter we presented a general outline of this book, in which we said that chapter 1 contained the call of the prophet during the reign of Josiah, king of Judah. Then we described the succession of kings under whom Jeremiah prophesied, culminating with Zedekiah. When Zedekiah rebelled, Nebuchadnezzar came and destroyed Jerusalem and sent Zedekiah captive to Babylon. Jeremiah was allowed to continue in the land of Judah and there he continued his ministry among the remnant of Israelites who had remained in Jerusalem. But they forced the prophet to go with them to Egypt, where Jeremiah continued his ministry until the day of his death. We said at the end that there were two things that characterized Jeremiah's life: his tears and his loneliness. We can say that these are the signs of Christian ministry in the lives of those who serve God.

Now, in verse 4, of this Jeremiah chapter 1, we read:

"Then came the word of the Lord unto me, saying."

And so the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah. We could never overemphasize it. We must be willing to listen to it, for it is a message from the Word of God. We do not propose to explain how God brought it to the prophet, but it was communicated to him, and it has been recorded for us as the Word of God. Let us continue reading verse 5:

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you, I gave you for a prophet to the nations."

We rejoice that Jeremiah's mother did not believe in abortion, for then this great prophet would not have been born. He was a person from the very moment he was conceived. In Psalm 139:15 King David said: My body was not hid from thee, though I was formed in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. That is, he was formed in his mother's womb, and at that moment, his life began. Because there is a great development of the fetus at the very beginning of the gestation process. Abortion is a crime, unless it is carried out to save a life. That is the way the Word of God views this issue. God said to Jeremiah, before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I sanctified you, I consecrated you.

Now, why did God speak to Jeremiah in this way is that God was going to ask Jeremiah to communicate a message to the people of Judah that would be rejected. The prophet was going to be imprisoned because of his public identification of God's side. His message would break his own heart because he loved his people, and he hated to tell them what was going to happen to them.

But God wanted a man like this, a tender man. To communicate His message to the people. To the court of the ancient kings Ahab and Jezebel God had sent a harsh prophet named Elijah. But before the kingdom of Judah was led into captivity, God wanted His people to know that He loved them, and that He wanted to save them, He wanted to deliver them. That is why He chose this man Jeremiah.

So God was speaking to Jeremiah in this way to encourage him. He told him that He was the one who had called him and consecrated him and appointed him a prophet.

The word sanctify simply means "to set apart, to separate for God's use". Those old vessels in the tabernacle or tent in the wilderness and in the temple, which had been chafed and battered by use for so many years, were called "holy vessels" "sanctified vessels". And, considering that the appearance of such vessels clearly indicated that they should be exchanged for new ones, why were they called "holy"? Because they were dedicated to God's use. Anything that is separate, dedicated to God's use is considered sanctified.

It was as if God had said to Jeremiah, "Before you were born, I consecrated you for my use. So don't worry about the effect of your message. You just communicate it.

Frankly, God expects the same from me and from each one of us. I am comfortable in preparing these messages and I don't beat around the bush but say things directly. We are presenting the Word of God as it is. That is my responsibility. And I say this with the utmost respect. I do not feel responsible to you, but to God, to whom I am accountable. I am very sorry if on some occasion what I say is not to your liking, although I would like it to be. And it should be made clear that the Word speaks for all. In that sense we are all on the same level and it usually speaks first to those of us who communicate it to others; and sometimes, that Word points out areas of our character, of our life, that we do not like to hear. So once we have examined ourselves against it, we are responsible before God to communicate it to others, because we have been dedicated to this ministry. And sometimes, people resent the messenger, because of the message, because the message bothers them, it makes them uncomfortable.

And God went on to say, as we see in verse 5, I have given you for a prophet to the nations. These words gave Jeremiah authority. They provided him with encouragement that would help him endure the dark days he was about to experience.

Let us now look at the prophet's response. Let us read verse 6:

I said, "Ah, ah, Lord God, I do not know how to speak, for I am a boy!".

In those days Jeremiah was probably about 20 years old, but in the words of this verse we do not imagine him to be that age. Actually, he was not a child in the way you and I think of a child. The word "child" here is the same word that was translated "young man" in Zechariah 2:4, where the angel said to Zechariah, "Run, speak to this young man. I am not capable of carrying out such a task. I do not consider myself up to it.

Now, have you ever noticed that the person God uses is the one who thinks he can't do things? If you think you can do them today, then we don't believe God can use you.

On a certain occasion, a person in a certain Christian ministry went to a veteran servant of God, with great experience, to complain, full of jealousy towards another person, and said to him: "I have more capacity than such a person, better preparation, greater facility with words, and I would like to know why God is using that person, and not me". The veteran teacher replied, "Your problem is that you consider yourself capable and competent to do everything. The other person, to whom you are referring, believes that he cannot carry out his ministry for God, by himself. And the thing is that God always uses that kind of people, God chooses people who are aware of their weakness."

Jeremiah felt inadequate, incapable, unprepared. Let us listen to the answer God gave him. Let us read verse 7 of this first chapter of the book of Jeremiah:

"The Lord said to me, 'Do not say, "I am a boy," for whatever I send you, you shall go, and whatever I send you, you shall say.'"

Let us take note of the phrase you will say whatever I command you. It is precisely the Christian communities and churches that believe in the Bible that are growing numerically and in spiritual development, and where there is a dynamic of testimony and expansion. There the teachers and preachers believe what they are saying, and do not let themselves be carried away by ideas or theories that tend to pass with time, to give way to others. In these words to Jeremiah, we see that the prophet would proclaim his message with an authority given by God himself. Therefore, these words, which were an encouragement and comfort to him, are also valid for all of us who spread the Word of God. Let us continue reading verse 8;

"Fear not before them, for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord."

Here we see the assurance conveyed by these words do not be afraid before them. That assurance makes the task of proclaiming God's Word a pleasant one. That is why God told him to go wherever He sent him to communicate His message with conviction and courage. The word will never return empty, but will fulfill the purpose for which God sent it.

More and more people are needed to speak with authority about what God has written in His Word. This is all He asks us to do. In one sense, it is a simple task and in another sense, it is a very difficult task.

God said to Jeremiah, Fear not . . for I am with you to deliver you. It is as if he said to him, "Be calm, I am on your side!" Martin Luther said, "One person with God, constitutes a majority." And this has always been true. As Christians we may think we are in the minority, but when it comes down to it, we are in the majority. Let us continue reading in this first chapter of Jeremiah, verse 9:

"And the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth, and the Lord said unto me, I have put my words in thy mouth."

I have put my words in your mouth. This is a very important phrase, God has inspired the words of Scripture, not simply the thoughts or ideas of Scripture. For example, the devil was not inspired by God to tell a lie, but the Bible record of the devil telling a lie is inspired.

This idea has sometimes not been well understood and for this reason some so-called "translations" of the Bible cannot be recommended, which, in reality, may be good interpretations, but as translations they are deficient, because the very words of the Holy Scriptures are inspired.

And this truth confirmed the authority of Jeremiah's message. Hence the importance of God saying to the prophet: I have put my words in your mouth. And then, in verse 10, he said:

"Behold, I have this day set you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to destroy, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant."

Jeremiah prophesied during the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiakim and Zedekiah. All these kings had various government offices and projects. They all intended to improve Jerusalem. They were going to address the problems for the ecology and the state of the slums. Each had welfare programs for the needy. But none of them paid much attention to the prophet Jeremiah, rather they ignored him. Now, almost 3,000 years have passed. Can anyone today mention any of those governmental projects? Can we recall anything noteworthy done by King Zedekiah? Or any meritorious deeds done by Jehoiakim and Jehoiakim? In history nothing good has been recorded about them. Yet in their time, everyone thought they were acting well and enjoying popular acceptance. Jeremiah, however, was ignored. But whom have countless believers of all ages read about and do we read about today? Well, about Jeremiah.

The book of Jeremiah is the Word of God. It has survived and will endure in our time. You and I are living in a world where God is no longer heard. His voice is no longer heard in the centers of political decision making, in the classrooms of universities or colleges, and among many scientists. But God continues to speak and His Word will survive.

God was telling Jeremiah that He would assign him the responsibility of communicating His Word to the kingdom of Judah. And poor Jeremiah wanted to retire before he even began his task.

Then God presented Jeremiah with two great figures related to his prophetic ministry. Let us read verse 11 of Jeremiah 1.

"The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 'What do you see, Jeremiah?' I answered, 'I see a rod of an almond tree.'"

The almond tree was known as the "awakener" or the "watcher". It was the first tree to appear after the long night of winter with the flowers of spring. This was actually the first tree to emerge from the long night of winter in which the flowers of spring blossomed. And like the almond tree, Jeremiah was to be like an alarm clock. He was going to try to spiritually awaken the people, but they did not want to be awakened. No one who is sleeping likes to be awakened. An alarm clock is one of the most unpopular objects in the world. Some people even unload their first aggressive impulse of the day by waking up and trying to silence that unwelcome sound. And Jeremiah was going to act as an alarm clock for the nation of Judah. And he said in verse 12:

"Said the Lord, "You have well seen, for I watch over my word to do it.""

God was saying that the word that He was going to give to the prophet would wake them up, would shake them up, pulling them out of their deep sleep. And in verse 13, we read:

The word of the Lord came to me the second time, saying, "What do you see?" I said, "I see a boiling pot, pouring from the north."

What was this boiling pot? In Jeremiah's day, Egypt and Assyria were no longer a danger to the southern kingdom, or Judah, but around the so-called "fertile crescent" in the north, something comparable to a boiling pot was brewing. And it was the growing power of Babylon, which would finally destroy Judah. Jeremiah's task would be to constantly warn his people of what was about to happen to their nation. Let us continue to listen to the words of the Lord in verses 14 and 15:

"The LORD said to me, 'Out of the north evil will come upon all the inhabitants of this land. For I will call together all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the Lord; they shall come, and they shall set every man his camp at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, by all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah."

A century earlier, God had delivered Jerusalem from an enemy, and in Jeremiah's day all the false prophets were going around saying that God was going to deliver them again.

All the prophets of God of the past, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Micah and Nahum, all those who had been contemporaries of the prophet Isaiah, had disappeared from the scene. We believe that Zephaniah and Habakkuk were still alive. The prophets Ezekiel and Obadiah were also contemporaries of Jeremiah, but they were not to prophesy until the captives were actually in Babylon. The prophet Daniel would also prophesy later. But at that time, Jeremiah was alone, and he had to announce these judgments that would come upon the nation.

And what would be the reaction to the message? Let us read, finally for today, verse 19 of this first chapter of the book of Jeremiah.

"They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, for I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver you."

It was as if the Lord had told him: "Go ahead, Jeremiah. They will resist you, they will not want to listen to your message, but you have to communicate it". Jeremiah felt incapable and unworthy of the office of prophet, and he had expressed that feeling as an excuse. But God said to him, "I will put my words in your mouth, and you will be expressing my own words".

We believe that no one should stand in a pulpit and deliver a message until he is sure that he is going to communicate the Word of God. If anyone has doubts in this regard, or if he feels that he should express his own ideas, ideas that avoid mentioning or distort the key points of the gospel, he should stay away from the pulpit. Regardless of how much he knows about preaching techniques, how much he knows about the science of interpretation, how much theology, or how much sophisticated training he has received, he should refrain from saying that he is going to expound the Word of God, if he really is not going to do so. In the case of Jeremiah, he may have had the conviction and confidence that he was going to express the very words of God.

In our next study we will begin our study of Jeremiah, and we hope you will join us. We suggest that you read chapter 2 of this book to get a general idea of its contents.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Jeremiah 2

[image: ]


our journey through the book of Jeremiah. With chapter 2 and according to our outline or general outline, we begin today the second division of the book of Jeremiah, entitled "Prophecies for Judah and Jerusalem before the reign of Zedekiah", a division that extends from chapter 2 to chapter 20. Within this great division, we begin the first section, which we have entitled "Double condemnation of Judah", which runs from chapter 2:1-3:5.

And in our previous study, when we considered chapter 1, we saw there the awesome call to service and the mission entrusted to the prophet. God called Jeremiah when he was a young man of about 20 years of age. We also know that King Josiah was 21 or 22 years old when God called Jeremiah. So here we have two young men in the land of Israel; a king and a prophet.

Jeremiah made it clear that he felt unfit and unworthy of such a divine calling. He felt that he was not up to the ministry of a prophet and presented this feeling as an excuse. God replied that He would put His words in the prophet's mouth. He would be communicating God's words and not his own.

Chapters 2 to 6 offer the account of the first 5 years of Jeremiah's ministry. And considering that he began to prophesy in the thirteenth year of Josiah's reign, these messages were uttered in those 5 years that elapsed before the discovery of the book of the Law in the temple. The messages of chapters 7 to 9 had to do
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