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Prologue
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Have you ever seen a building so beautiful it looks like a dream? That’s what the Taj Mahal is like. Rising above gardens and reflecting pools, it shines like a pearl in the sunlight. But did you know that behind this wonder is a powerful emperor, a great love story, and a world full of palaces, battles, and royal secrets?

This book is all about Shah Jahan, the emperor who ruled one of the richest and most powerful empires in the world—the Mughal Empire in India. He wasn’t just a king; he was a dreamer, a builder, and a man who loved deeply. His life was full of excitement, from royal adventures as a boy to building one of the greatest monuments in history.

Get ready to travel back in time to a world of sparkling jewels, mighty forts, fierce rivalries, and unforgettable stories. Shah Jahan’s journey will take you through the highs and lows of a life that helped shape history—and left behind something the world will never forget.

Let’s begin the story of the emperor who built the Taj Mahal.
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Chapter 1: The Young Prince of the Mughal Court

[image: image]


When Shah Jahan was just a young boy, he wasn’t yet called Shah Jahan. His birth name was Prince Khurram. He was born on January 5, 1592, in the grand Mughal Empire, which covered a large part of India. His father was Emperor Jahangir, and his grandfather was Emperor Akbar, one of the most powerful rulers in Indian history. From the moment he was born, Prince Khurram was surrounded by wealth, beauty, and learning. The royal palace was full of carved marble walls, colorful silk curtains, shiny golden decorations, and fountains that sparkled in the sunlight. He had everything a young prince could dream of—but his life wasn’t all fun and games. Even though he was a child, everyone knew he might become the ruler of the empire one day. That meant he had to learn many important things very early.

Prince Khurram’s days were carefully planned. He had teachers who taught him how to read and write in Persian and Arabic, which were important languages in the Mughal court. He also studied history, poetry, religion, and philosophy. He read stories of past emperors and warriors, learning how they led battles, made laws, and helped their people. His teachers expected him to pay attention, ask questions, and remember everything he learned. The prince was very smart and curious. He loved learning and enjoyed asking his tutors deep questions. Even though he was young, he showed signs of being wise and thoughtful. His family saw that he had a strong mind and a brave heart.

Besides learning from books, Prince Khurram was also trained to be a warrior. He learned how to ride horses, use a sword, shoot arrows, and plan military attacks. He had to practice every day. Sometimes, he rode elephants in parades and practiced archery while riding on horseback. These skills were important because Mughal emperors often led armies into battles. Even though he lived in a palace full of luxury, Khurram was being prepared to lead, protect, and rule. He had to learn how to be strong, fair, and brave.

His father, Jahangir, kept a close eye on him. Jahangir wanted his son to grow into a wise and powerful leader. He gave the young prince small responsibilities to test him. Sometimes Khurram was allowed to watch court meetings, where ministers talked about how to run the empire. Other times, he was asked to give his opinion about small issues. Jahangir saw that his son had great potential, and he began to trust him with more serious tasks. Akbar, his grandfather, had also played a big role in shaping the young prince’s early years. Akbar was known for his fair and kind rule, and he wanted his grandson to learn how to be just and thoughtful like him.

Even though Khurram had to study hard and practice being a warrior, he also had moments of joy and fun. He played with his brothers and cousins in the palace gardens. They chased butterflies, flew kites, and played games with balls and wooden sticks. Sometimes, there were grand festivals with music, dancing, and colorful fireworks. He wore silk robes and golden turbans and ate delicious meals served on silver plates. These happy times helped him grow with a kind and cheerful heart, even while he was learning to be serious and responsible.

As he grew older, Khurram began to travel to different parts of the empire with his father. He saw huge cities, busy marketplaces, and distant forts. He met people from many cultures and religions. He watched how local rulers governed their lands and how soldiers defended the empire’s borders. These trips gave him real-life lessons. He saw the needs of the people and learned how a ruler’s decisions could affect everyone’s lives. He began to understand that being a king was not just about wearing a crown or living in a palace—it was about helping others, keeping peace, and making the empire stronger.

By the time Prince Khurram was a teenager, many people in the royal court already believed he would be a great ruler one day. He had shown that he was smart, brave, and fair. He was also very good at making plans and solving problems. The empire was full of powerful nobles and generals, but many of them respected the young prince and supported him. They believed he had the strength of a lion and the heart of a wise man. His father saw this, too, and began to include him in more important decisions.

Prince Khurram’s early life in the Mughal court was filled with preparation, learning, and discovery. From a very young age, he was shaped into someone who would one day become Emperor Shah Jahan, one of the greatest rulers in Indian history. His days as a young prince were not only about enjoying royal luxuries but also about working hard to become a strong and just leader. Through his childhood lessons, his family’s guidance, and his own inner strength, Prince Khurram was becoming ready to take on the great responsibility of ruling a vast empire, and eventually, of building something as beautiful and lasting as the Taj Mahal.
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Chapter 2: Life in a Glorious Palace
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Life in a glorious palace during the time of Shah Jahan was like living in a magical world full of wonder, beauty, and endless excitement. Imagine waking up every day inside a building so grand that even the ceilings sparkled like stars, the floors were made of smooth white marble, and the walls were decorated with precious stones. The air often smelled of roses and sandalwood, and beautiful songs played by court musicians filled the halls. This was the life that young princes and princesses experienced in the Mughal palaces, especially the ones Shah Jahan lived in as a child and later built when he became emperor.

The palace was not just a single building—it was a giant complex with gardens, courtyards, fountains, and halls. Inside, there were private rooms for the royal family, special areas for guests, and large spaces for important meetings. Servants in colorful uniforms walked quietly through the halls, ready to bring whatever was needed. There were golden chairs, silk pillows, and thick carpets with patterns that looked like blooming flowers. Even the doors and windows were carefully carved with designs of vines, leaves, and birds. The walls had tiny pieces of mirror, which reflected candlelight at night and made the entire room glow like it was full of stars.

Each day in the palace was filled with activity. Early in the morning, people would begin to prepare for the day. Attendants would bring warm water for washing, special oils for hair, and soft robes to wear. Delicious smells came from the royal kitchens, where chefs cooked rich meals with spices like saffron, cinnamon, and cardamom. Breakfast might include sweet milk, flatbreads, fruits, and creamy desserts. Elephants and horses were bathed and decorated outside in the palace stables, ready for royal rides or processions. In the courtyards, fountains splashed gently, and peacocks strutted around showing off their bright feathers.

The palace gardens were just as amazing as the buildings. These weren’t ordinary gardens—they were carefully planned to show the beauty of nature in every corner. Flowers bloomed in neat rows, shady trees lined the walkways, and water channels ran through the gardens, bringing a sense of peace and calm. Birds chirped in the trees, and butterflies fluttered from flower to flower. There were places to sit and enjoy the view, and even shaded pavilions where the royal family could relax, read poetry, or drink cool drinks during the hot afternoons. At night, the gardens glowed with lanterns, and musicians played soft tunes while the stars sparkled above.

Inside the palace, Shah Jahan and his family enjoyed many comforts and luxuries. There were separate rooms for relaxing, studying, and sleeping. Some rooms were filled with books, scrolls, and art. Scholars came to teach young royals about history, science, languages, and religion. Painters and calligraphers created beautiful works of art, and poets recited verses that told stories of love, bravery, and wisdom. In other rooms, there were games, puzzles, and even trained animals who could
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