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At Skriuwer, we’re more than just a team; we’re a global community of people who love books. In Frisian, "Skriuwer" means "writer," and that’s at the heart of what we do: creating and sharing books with readers worldwide. Wherever you are in the world, Skriuwer is here to inspire learning.
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Historical Research Methodology

This work synthesizes information from:

• Primary Sources

- Government archives and historical records

- Period correspondence and eyewitness accounts

- Contemporary newspapers and publications

Disclaimer: The images in this book are creative reinterpretations of historical scenes. While every effort was made to accurately capture the essence of the periods depicted, some illustrations may include artistic embellishments or approximations. They are intended to evoke the atmosphere and spirit of the times rather than serve as precise historical records.

History is the version of past events that people have decided to agree upon.

— Napoleon Bonaparte

Dear Readers,

As you crack open these pages, I want you to know this book comes from a place of curiosity and respect, not anger or spite. We've all grown up with stories of Christopher Columbus: the daring explorer who "discovered" a new world and changed history forever. But what if those tales only tell half the story? What if they leave out the pain, the resilience, and the voices of those who were already there, building rich lives long before any European ships showed up?

That's why I wrote this. To pull back the curtain on the darker sides, the greed, the violence, the erasures, that got buried under the hero worship. It's not about hating anyone or tearing down the past for kicks; it's about facing it head-on so we can understand it better. History isn't black and white; it's messy, full of hard truths that make us uncomfortable. By sharing them here, my hope is to honor the indigenous peoples whose stories deserve the spotlight, spark some real conversations, and maybe even help us build a fairer way of remembering.

If it stirs something in you, questions, doubts, even disagreement, that's the point. Let's rethink together, with open hearts and good intentions.

Thanks for joining the ride,

Skriuwer
Controversial Voices on Columbus and Colonialism


‘They would make fine servants... With fifty men we could subjugate them all and make them do whatever we want.’
— Christopher Columbus (1492, Journal Entry from First Voyage)

‘The reason they perished was because of the cruelties inflicted upon them by the Spaniards.’ — Bartolomé de las Casas (1552, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies)

‘Columbus makes Hitler look like a juvenile delinquent.’ 
— Russell Means (1992, American Indian Movement Speech on Quincentennial)

‘Christopher Columbus was the chief cause and pioneer of all the great evils that have befallen the Indies.’ — Bartolomé de las Casas (1542, Testimony in Valladolid Debate)

‘The arrival of Europeans in the New World was a disaster for the indigenous peoples.’ — Howard Zinn (1980, A People's History of the United States)

‘Columbus did not discover a new world; he established contact between two worlds, both already old.’ — J.H. Parry (1963, Historian Statement on European Exploration)

‘From the beginning, Columbus was not a discoverer but a conqueror.’ — Eduardo Galeano (1971, Open Veins of Latin America)

‘Columbus's voyage has even less meaning for North Americans than for South Americans because Columbus never set foot on our continent.’ — Noam Chomsky (1992, Interview on Quincentennial Celebrations)




TABLE OF CONTENTS

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 1: SHATTERING THE HERO'S HALO
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•  Cracking open the polished myths of Columbus as a bold explorer.

•  Exposing early hints of violence and exploitation in his voyages.

•  Highlighting modern debates and protests challenging his legacy.
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CHAPTER 2: THE MAKING OF A MAN
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•  Uncovering his humble Genoa roots and possible hidden Jewish ancestry.

•  Revealing early maritime scrapes involving piracy and slave trade hints.

•  Examining his religious zeal and calculated lies to secure sponsorship.
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CHAPTER 3: THE FIRST VOYAGE
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•  Detailing the tense Atlantic crossing and mutiny threats.

•  Describing initial Taino encounters turning to kidnappings and demands.

•  Analyzing exaggerated reports home that masked the voyage's failures.
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CHAPTER 4: INDIGENOUS WORLDS UPENDED
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•  Exploring thriving Taino societies with advanced agriculture and trade.

•  Highlighting spiritual beliefs centered on zemis and natural harmony.

•  Debating population estimates and challenging "primitive" stereotypes.
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CHAPTER 5: CHAINS AND CONQUEST
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•  Tracing early kidnappings evolving into systematic enslavement.

•  Exposing tribute systems enforced with mutilations and violence.

•  Linking his model to the start of transatlantic human trafficking.
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CHAPTER 6: THE SECOND AND THIRD VOYAGES
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•  Detailing the massive 1493 fleet's arrival and immediate raids.

•  Uncovering settler mutinies and brutal suppressions of Taino resistance.

•  Analyzing the arrest and humiliating return in chains in 1500.
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CHAPTER 7: GOVERNORSHIP GONE WRONG
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•  Examining arbitrary punishments and mutilations under his rule.

•  Highlighting settler rebellions like Roldán's 1497 uprising.

•  Revealing Bobadilla's 1500 investigation leading to his arrest.
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CHAPTER 8: THE SPREAD OF SICKNESS
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•  Tracking smallpox and measles outbreaks decimating Taino populations.

•  Exploring mainland ripples aiding Cortés and Pizarro's conquests.

•  Debating if diseases were exploited as intentional biological tools.
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CHAPTER 9: GOLD FEVER
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•  Detailing forced labor in placer mines poisoning rivers with mercury.

•  Uncovering corruption and black markets fracturing the colony.

•  Analyzing environmental scars like deforestation still visible today.
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CHAPTER 10: FAITH AS A FACADE
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•  Exposing Columbus's messianic complex twisting Bible prophecies.

•  Highlighting papal bulls like Inter Caetera justifying land thefts.

•  Revealing forced conversions and idol destructions as control tactics.
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CHAPTER 11: COLUMBUS'S FALL FROM GRACE
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•  Tracing settler complaints leading to Bobadilla's 1500 investigation.

•  Detailing the humiliating chained voyage home and royal audience.

•  Examining posthumous lawsuits and the obscurity of his death.
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CHAPTER 12: RIPPLES ACROSS THE ATLANTIC
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•  Exploring the Columbian Exchange's lopsided benefits for Europe.

•  Highlighting demographic disasters and cultural erasures in Americas.

•  Linking to the sinister start of the transatlantic slave trade.
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CHAPTER 13: ERASING HISTORIES
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•  Uncovering book burnings and codex destructions in Mesoamerica.

•  Examining forced assimilations through boarding schools.

•  Highlighting archaeological revivals unearthing hidden heritages.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 14: MYTHS IN THE MAKING
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•  Debunking the persistent flat-Earth fable in school primers.

•  Exposing stereotypes of "empty lands" and "savage" natives.

•  Tracing 19th-century whitewashes like Irving's romantic biography.
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