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Introduction



In the same tradition as the first book in the series, this volume will cover a wide variety of toys, action figures, and games that were produced during the 1970s, with accompanying sample pictures for certain items in each line. From Grizzly Adams to Play-Doh, the goal of this book is to reconnect those who lived through the era with their childhood memories, and for collectors to have a comprehensive guide to these wonderful remnants of the past.






Grizzly Adams  Groovie Goolies




Grizzly Adams



Theres nothing more normal than an extremely burly, bearded man with a soft-spoken voice who lives in the remote woods with his pet Grizzly Bear. I'm being sarcastic, of course. This action figure series was based on the television series of the same name and was produced by Mattel in 1978. The figures had a movable arm feature that could be activated by pressing a button on their backs.

One would think that since Ben the bear was one of the primary selling points of the show, that he would've been widely produced by Mattel. Sadly, I dont think that was the case. As a matter of fact, since Ive yet to see a picture of one outside a catalog shot, I have a distinct feeling he wasnt even produced.



-Grizzly Adams (#2372)



-Grizzly Adams/Ben the Bear Combo pack (Unknown if this was produced)



-Nakoma the Indian (#2381)




Grizzly Adams
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Ben the Bear (With Grizzly Adams)

(Catalog shot. Unknown if this set was actually produced)
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Nakoma
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Groovie Goolies Figures



The Groovie Goolies was a popular animated television show that was aired from approximately 1970-2. The characters themselves were hip monsters based on many Universal Monster characters, but with a comedic twist, and they all generally sang some kind of pop song during each episode.

It has such a cult following due to monster aficionados and those who remember the show that any related merchandise found is often grabbed up quickly. The primary vintage toys that collectors eagerly seek consist of nine different PVC figures. It's very difficult to locate a complete set.



Note: These were sold loose in counter display boxes as well as carded. Carded versions are extremely difficult to find.



-Batso



-Bella Laghostley



-Drac



-Frankie



-Hagatha



-Hauntleroy



-Mummy



-Ratso



-Wolfie




The Whole Gang
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Wolfie

(Carded)
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Happy Days  Hugo, Man of 1,000 Faces




Happy Days



Who can forget the famous "Aaaaaaaay" of Fonzie (Henry Winkler) with those upright thumbs of his, or the fact that the character Richie (Ron Howard) was actually Opie from the Andy Griffith show, or the fact that he later grew up to be a famous director and producer? Not many. Actually, this show's pop-culture impact on America didn't just happen after the show was cancelled and in syndication.

Happy Days actually had such a fan base during the day that even the famous Mego Corporation decided to try and cash in on it. Released in 1978, this action figure line featured rather realistic head sculpts and clothing, and Fonzie's thumbs could even be placed upright in order to have a selling point based on his famous trademark move.

The figures are commonly found carded, but some of the items, like Fonzie's motorcycle, jalopy, and garage, are extremely difficult to find.



Figures:



-Fonzie (Boxed or Carded)



-Potsy



-Ralph



-Richie




Fonzie

(Boxed)
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Fonzie

(Carded)
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Potsy, Richie, and Ralph

(Carded)
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Accessories and Playsets:



-Fonzie's Garage



-Fonzie's Jalopy



-Fonzie's Motorcycle




Fonzie's Garage

(Boxed)
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Fonzie's Motorcycle
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Fonzie's Jalopy

(Loose)



[image: img12.jpg]






This next item is not related to the Mego line of toys, but it is still cool so I had to include it. It was made by Larami, and the graphics on the card are based off of the short-lived Fonz and the Happy Days Gang cartoon.
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Hardy Boys



The Hardy Boys was a popular television show based on the classic book series that launched the careers of both Parker Stevenson and Shaun Cassidy into orbit. Especially Shaun, whose picture was plastered all over teen magazines well into the early eighties.

As a funny side note, after accidentally coming across a shirtless picture of Shaun during my Google searches when doing research for this toy line, I have come to a conclusion about something extremely important.

I am 100% certain that if the super skinny body type of Shaun Cassidy was still popular in today's society, I would be able to get a heck of a lot more dates. To paraphrase a line I once heard on That 70s Show, "That guy wasn't just skinny, he was Mick Jagger skinny."

All humor aside, these two action figure celebrity dolls, released by Kenner in 1979, are often found in their original boxes and still paired together. This, no doubt, is due to the fact that celebrity doll collectors have always been extremely particular. In addition, many of these figures were also collected by the much-more-careful teens and adults during the 70s, which is why many of them remain un-played with and are still in their mint in box, pristine condition.



-Frank Hardy (Parker Stevenson)



-Joe Hardy (Shaun Cassidy)
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Heroes of the American Revolution



These eight inch Mego-like figures were produced around 1975 by a company called RT toys, and were developed to be fun as well as a learning tool, although I am highly skeptical as to how much play value most of these figures could possibly have.

The history of each figure is written on the box, which is probably why, when the figures are found today, the boxes are usually still present.



-Benjamin Franklin



-Daniel Boone (Hard to find)



-George Washington



-John Paul Jones



-Marquis De Lafayette (Hard to find)



-Nathan Hale



-Patrick Henry



-Paul Revere



-Thomas Jefferson
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Holly Hobbie



Unbeknownst to most, Holly Hobbie, the famous fashion-impaired, rag-dress wearing, cat-loving girl who started first making her appearance on greeting cards in the late 1960s and then later moved on to all kinds of merchandise in the 1970s, was based on a real person. Born Denise Holly Ulinskas, she married Douglas Hobbie in 1964.

Due to the overwhelming popularity of the character, the amount of merchandise that came out during this era for young girls was similar to the Strawberry Shortcake phenomenon that happened during the early to mid 1980s. From rag dolls in various sizes to plastic play sets, to coloring books to lunch boxes, her image and those of her friends could be found just about everywhere.




Knickerbocker Holly Hobbie Doll

(Larger Doll--One of the first)



[image: img16.jpg]




Knickerbocker Smaller 9 1/2 inch Rag Dolls
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Rare Holly Hobbie Vinyl Doll and Play Set
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Honey Hill Bunch



The Honey Hill Bunch, by Mattel and produced from approximately 1976-78, was a small series of four inch, part-cloth, part vinyl doll-like figures that I'm actually surprised didn't last longer. Like the 1960s Liddle Kiddle figures, they seem to be quite endearing due to their compact size.

You rarely see the figures themselves still with the original box, which doesn't surprise me. How could a little girl NOT take these out of the box? The playsets, on the other hand, seem to pop up quite a bit still with their original box, probably due to the superb graphics on the front, which must have made throwing the box away quite difficult.



Figures:



-Battle (Same as Slugger, just a different name)



-Curly Q



-Darlin'



-Hayseed (Comes with dog, Chum)



-I.Q.



-Irish Eyes



-LiL' Kid



-Miss Cheevus



-Slugger (Same as Battle, just a different name)



-Solo



-Spunky



-Sunflower



-Sweetlee


Battle

(Same as Slugger, just a different name)
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Curly Q
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Darlin
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Hayseed

(Comes with dog, Chum)
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I.Q.
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Irish Eyes
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LiL' Kid



[image: img25.jpg]


Miss Cheevus
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Slugger

(Same as Battle, just a different name)
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Solo
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Spunky
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Sunflower
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Sweetlee
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Accessories/Playsets:



-Baskin Robbins Ice Cream Store with Richie Robbins and Bunny Baskin



-Clubhouse



-Clubhouse and 4 Dolls



-Rickety Rig




Baskin Robbins Ice Cream Store (Outside of case)
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Richie Robbins and Bunny Baskin

(Was this how they were inside the original box, or were they also sold separately? Information still pending)
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Baskin Robbins Ice Cream Store

(Box)
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Clubhouse
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Clubhouse and 4 Dolls
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Rickety Rig



[image: img37.jpg]






Hoppity Hops



Although these have been called a variety of things, from hoppity hops to hippity hops to bouncy balls to "Ballbreakers", as us boys who had started to develop affectionately called them, the name is truly irrelevant.

These deserve a place of recognition within the pages of this book due to the fact that young children everywhere in the 1970s had at least one of these during the course of their childhood. I believe they are still making these today, although they simply do not have the popularity that they once did.

They came in both a basic version and well as versions that had the head of some kind of famous character on top, such as Mickey Mouse or Donald Duck.
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Hot Cycles



If these look familiar, they should, since they were a variation of the standard Big Wheel that first came out during this era. Hot Cycles, made by Empire Toys, were basically much more colorful Big Wheels with famous comic book character or television show themes.

Although I only had a classic Big Wheel, I can see how these would be extremely appealing to a young child due to their vivid colorations and eye-catching designs. I can only imagine the amount of pouting I would have aimed towards my mom's direction decades ago as a young child if I had ever come across one of these in a toy aisle.

Unfortunately, originals are so scarce that all I can supply is a picture from a vintage catalog page and a photo of an original box. Overall, the number of different designs that were made has not yet been determined.
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Hot Wheels Cars



Hot Wheels, by Mattel Inc., have long been a favored toy of children and adult collectors both. In the seventies, Hot Wheels were everywhere and, in addition to the cars themselves, playsets also existed with plastic tracks (Often with loops) and launchers to actually send the cars on their way at seemingly mach speeds.

Some of the more iconic 70s vehicles are the Super Van, The Red Baron, Porsche 917, the Volkswagen Bug, Spoiler Sport van, and especially the Hot Bird, a 1970s black Trans Am with the famous eagle on its hood.

In addition, towards the end of the era in 1979, Mattel produced vehicles with superhero themes to directly compete with Corgi's line of superhero related vehicles, which are quite popular in today's market, especially if found packaged.

Overall, in keeping with the theme of the book, only those items produced from 1970-1979 will be listed. In addition, please note that only the cars will be featured at this particular time. However, the track sets may be included in a later revision.




1970:



-Ambulance



-Carabo



-Cement Mixer



-Classic Nomad



-Dump Truck



-Ferrari 312P



-Fire Chief Cruiser



-Fire Engine



-Heavy Chevy



-Jack "Rabbit" Special



-King Kuda



-Light-My-Firebird



-Mantis



-Mighty Maverick



-Mod Quad



-Mongoose



-Moving Van



-Mustang Boss Hoss



-Nitty Gritty Kitty



-Paddy Wagon



-Peepin' Bomb



-Porsche 917



-Power Pad



-Red Baron



-Sand Crab



-Seasider



-Sky Show Fleetside Set with Planes and Flying Circus Helicopter (Scarce)



-Snake



-Swingin' Wing



-The Demon



-TNT-Bird



-Tow Truck



-Tri-Baby



-Whip Creamer
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