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PREFACE

In athletics
things are getting better. A Kenyan by the name Naftali Temu
(deceased), participating in 10,000 metres in the 1968 Mexico
Olympics, covered the distance in 28:21.4. Though Temu was the new
Olympic record-holder in this event, over the years, this record
has been broken more than 258 times. This means that if 10,000
metres Olympics were to be taken today by all record-breakers over
the years, running at the same pace, Temu would be ranked 258, that
is, if the record breakers were different people. What a tremendous
improvement in three and a half decades!

Do we have such
improvements in our spiritual life? How much do we strive
towards the record set by our Lord Jesus? Well, things are a
bit different in the things of God. Though we have to strive
towards the record set by Christ, we cannot “break” it. And again,
when we have done our best to the extent that we convince ourselves
to have “reached”, we must remember that the record and the
standards of God are infinitely high.

Even after
doing our best and we feel that we are righteous with God, counting
it on performance—we would still be very far from what
counts to God as righteousness. This is not beginning with a
‘half-empty-cup’ cynicism. The Bible says in Isaiah 64:6, “All of
us have become like one who is unclean and all our righteous acts
are like filthy rags….”

The above shows
that we don’t become righteous by considering the catalogue of our
righteous acts, to begin with. We are righteous because of what has
been done to us. The only act that gives a righteous stand with God
is accepting the offer of Christ in our life: His
forgiveness; His invitation; His atoning sacrifice; His terms of
salvation and, last but not least, His Lordship in our life.

After the
righteousness of Christ has been imputed to us (Rom. 3:21-26) the
war begins—the war of getting back our identity and our once
lost assignment, namely, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do” (Eph. 2:10). The war of faith is fighting to
see things from God’s perspective as we confront and are confronted
by the daily challenges of life.

When we do good
works, it is not to earn us salvation but to be
natural—we were basically made to do good works according to
Ephesians 2:10.

The standards
of God are infinitely high—unreachable by human efforts. This is
why salvation is impossible by human designs and efforts (Matt.
19:23-26; Rom. 3:20, 23). It has to be given as a gift (Rom. 6:23).
That is also why, even after the righteousness of the Lord has been
imputed on us, we rely on the grace of God in our dealings with Him
and with one another to walk circumspectly in our new nature.

About the
Book

Think about it
this way: An angel is sent from heaven with a message. The end of
the world is imminent and the angel has come to prepare people for
the final whistle. But he has a chilling message:

Only ONE person
in the whole world has sought the heart of God enough to find His
pleasure. It is this person alone that He accepts to enter His rest
in heaven.

Who could this
person be? You start wondering as you begin to compile a list of
the possible candidates. It would sincerely be self-flattery to
think that you are the person.

The primary
purpose of this book is to challenge you to be “that person”. The
book shows you how to “make your calling and election sure”
(2 Pet. 1:10). It doesn’t, however, do this by adopting a
systematic method-sounding “seven-steps-to-heaven” approach. The
things of God are not tied down to methods.

Virtues that
appeal to the heart of God are highlighted in a way that their
significance in the life of a committed Christian cannot be
gainsaid, neither can they be ignored.

The book
challenges us to do two things: to pick a mustard seed and make a
mustard tree out of it. In other words, it is challenging us to see
God’s plan for a mustard tree in a mustard seed. The second thing
is that it challenges us to cut a baobab tree using a razor blade.
In other words, we are challenged to do the impossible. The good
news is that the grace is available and we can rely on it as we
defy the distracting instincts.

A situation
where an angel comes to announce that only one person “qualifies”
to enter the presence of God may not be likely. Nevertheless,
entering God’s rest is personal. If it is not going to be you, it
wouldn’t matter even if everyone else makes it. This means that the
above message can even be put this way, ‘If God was to end the
world today, how sincerely sure are you that you will make it to
heaven?’ If generally asked this way, many would think they would
make it without necessarily having been keen on pursuing the heart
of Christ. This is why I have toned it down to one person. In a
way, this is to emphasise the narrowness of the road. For sure the
road is not broad. We have to squeeze ourselves to travel along it
(Matt. 7:13-14).

This book
encourages believers to be so spirited in the pursuit of God’s
heart that every individual should behave as if there is only one
person making it into the eternal presence of God and he has to be
that person. One does not come to this point after having compared
himself with others, nor is it a question of counting on one’s
merits but by making “good use” of God’s grace and mercy to help
him focus on Christ’s Word and Work.

Good works
originate from God and they must be defined from His perspective.
They must not be defined from man’s feelings, judgement and
knowledge. The appeal is that we do not relax, counting on whatever
we have already accomplished, but to forget the past and reach for
more (Phil. 3:13-14). There is an infinite room for
improvement.

It is also the
aim of this book to highlight some of the taken-for-granted
“trivial matters”. By so doing, anyone reading this book will see
that what counts is not religion with its magnificent outward
rituals but relationship with its bona fide responsibility
for the people and the things God has entrusted to us. This
relationship is, first and foremost, established with Christ. The
book shows and emphasises where the great reward lies, namely, the
enthusiasm with which we manage the talents and “the little
things”.

I get
fascinated by the isolated cases in the Bible that, judging from
the occurrence, may not warrant building of foundational doctrines.
Yet, they “hide” insights that when scrutinised, reveal the heart
and pleasure of God.

Apart from
identifying cases and areas that need careful attention, the book
is also intended to encourage and provoke the desire to seek, find
and hold unto virtue that counts before God. I do this by
highlighting issues and insights meant to draw the line between the
popular way of thinking—the world’s way—and the queer ways
of God. This means that the ways of the Lord are not always obvious
and may only be revealed to those who are continuously hungering
after the pleasure and wisdom of God.

I mention
something about compromise and infiltration of the Church in the
introduction below, but I want to note that it is not the aim of
this book to exhaustively address the how and to what extent
the Church has compromised and allowed Herself to be infiltrated.
Nevertheless, some of the popular ways that She has adopted
and the least things that She has ignored, are highlighted
in a way that would make any thirsting Christian re-evaluate
his/her standards against the purity of attitude, love, motives and
truth based on the command of the Lord Jesus. In this way, an
individual Christian would guard against personal compromise and
prevent the influences of infiltrators among the congregation
he/she is part of.

This book may
not introduce anything new. It collects and emphasises those
virtues that make true Christianity distinct from religion. It
emphasises the heart of Christ and, by so doing, reveals the
quality of virtue and the divine standards.

Naturally, we
cannot meet the expectations of the Lord. This is why righteousness
occasioned by religion without a conscious and chosen relationship
with the Lord Jesus Himself is, at its best, a filthy rag before
the eyes of God (Is. 64:6). I wonder what it is at its worst. We
must just rely on the Author of grace not only to stay focussed on
the standards but also to reflect the same standards in our
everyday life.

The convictions
in this book, I believe, point to that which will ultimately count
before Christ; that which when passed through fire will be refined
as gold instead of being melted like wax. The Bible warns that each
one should be careful how he builds. Who wouldn’t agonise if, after
working a whole month, he misses his salary?

"…But each one
should be careful how he builds…. his work will be shown for what
it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.
If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is
burned up, he will suffer loss…"(1 Corinthians 3:10, 13-15).

After accepting
Christ as Lord and Saviour and after having been set on the course
of working out that salvation with fear and trembling (Philip.
2:12), it is important to search the inexhaustible wealth of that
which pleases the Lord (Eph. 5:10). This is why even when we see
our cups half-full, we would be wise to encourage ourselves to
increase their content. We must not relax that our cups are not
empty because when they are half-full, they are also half-empty.
Our cups must always tend towards fullness. Since we are
dealing with the infinity of Christ’s virtue, there will always be
space for more acts of righteousness, virtue, grace,—the rule of
the game is: “It can be better” (see 2 Pet. 1:5-8).

As you read
through the pages of this book, it is my prayer that you will see
that there is always a challenge ahead of us to seek the pleasure
of God in our relationship with Christ. Let us never cease finding
out. Let our spirit be aroused to search diligently after what
counts before God (Eph. 5:10).

As I write this
book, I have not done so standing outside it. This is why in most
of the cases I use “we”—you and me together. As I
began writing, it was already impressed in my spirit that there
would be many things that would equally challenge me even more than
they would challenge some of my readers. We are all in it together.
Let’s go!

"If you call
out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look
for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then
you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of
God" (Proverbs 2:3-5).

Daniel O. Ogweno

Skien, Norway

July, 2010 (September, 2011).
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​Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Quality Virtue Often
Deviates From Popular Judgement

“Do
not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to
test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
will” (Romans 12:2).






​ Virtue That
Counts:

Either Too Difficult or Too Insignificant

Virtue that
counts before God is more often adhered to through struggle.
This virtue comprises mainly two things: Either what God expects
from us is too difficult or it may be too
insignificant. If it is the former, we tend to avoid it
because we are unwilling to give it all we have; when it is the
latter, it usually fails to catch our attention because we think if
it is insignificant then it is unimportant. For things that are too
difficult, we usually make excuses and justify our indifference on
the basis of being human, implying that our weaknesses are
acceptable or excusable. We feel almost absolved when we take
refuge under this kind of reasoning.

Sometimes we
even feel that since God Himself designed our human nature, He
understands that we are not angels and should not expect angelic
acts from us. It is also because of the human nature that the
insignificant things or people around us do not get our attention.
We naturally like to identify with things of reputation and
magnificence.

Nevertheless,
it is generally not the human weakness dictating that we do
not face the daunting tasks God has put (or allowed) in our ways
that is the problem. Neither is the issue the insignificance of
what God wants us to get involved with. On the contrary, to put it
candidly, it may be the effects of disobedience, rebellion,
ignorance or indifference. If we, for the sake of Christ, become
diligent and make every effort, we may find that all God is asking
is willingness to take the first step as we depend on His grace.
The problem is that many of us, after the initial accepting of
salvation, act as if we have reached and so, we stop pressing
on.

God expects
nothing less than quality virtue. This virtue is not based on the
standards of the world neither has it been necessarily popular.

Neither Early nor
Late

​ This book
is neither early nor late. It deals with classical cases that are
inherently human—they have been there in the past, they are here
today and they will be tomorrow. The Bible addressed them long ago
and is addressing them today just as it will continue addressing
them tomorrow.

Though our
carnal nature has been with us from the very beginning, the
crescendo with which carnality is sweeping and catching up with us
seems to have gathered more pace in our generation (1 Tim. 4:1-3, 2
Tim. 3:1-7). The Church seems to be buying so much from the world
standards and the world seems to be selling so much into the
Church’s practice. When the Church buys the ways of the world, we
end up with a “compromised Church” and when the world sneaks into
the Church, we end up with an “infiltrated Church”. Whichever the
case—the Church “in the world” or the world “in the church”—both
are not healthy.

There is
something about the Church that must not be bent. It is only then
that infiltrators will find it too hot to hide in. Either they will
repent and get their life aligned to the principles of the Gospel
of Christ or they will have to leave without being asked to. The
Church would also not find any appeal in the world to warrant a
compromise. This is the unwrinkled Bride that Christ is looking
for.

I noted above
that compromise and infiltration of the Church is not a new thing
and that there is an increase in the pace and momentum at which
these despicables are catching up with the Church in our
generation. This must be the basis for which the apostle Paul
prophesied and warned:

"But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control,
brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited,
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God having a form of
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them"—2
Timothy 3:1-5 (italics, author’s emphasis).

What intrigues
me in the above scripture is that despite the depravities counted
as characteristics of the life of many, there is an acknowledgement
that these people would have a form of godliness. The most serious
spiritual disease in our time is not the claims of atheism but the
“form of godliness” that many people have, yet denying its power.
The danger is that such people are in deep spiritual slumber yet
satisfying themselves with a false security based on this
“form of godliness”. They also deceive others to adopt the same
lifestyle. The result is that they think they have a heritage with
God. Even when they deny the power of godliness, they don’t
seem to realise it because the conscience is seared as with a hot
iron (1 Tim. 4:2). Key virtues like love, commitment and
forgiveness which only count when they are practical, remain only
concepts of pulpit rhetoric and religious expediencies.






There
is something about the Church that must not be bent. It is only
then that infiltrators will find it too hot to hide in.






There is no
denying that there is so much that the enemy stole from the Church
that believers are repossessing. The problem, however, is that some
of these things have been so much secularised that they no
longer look Christian. Because of this, some Christians do
not accept such things back to the Church or if they do, they are
not comfortable with them. On the same note, there are also cases
where in our attempt to repossess what was stolen, we do it
wholesomely until we can’t tell the boundary. That is to say, there
are things that belong to the enemy that however much we try to
Christianise them, they remain unwelcome in the Church.

The biggest
problem, therefore, is not the discomfort that some Christians have
with the repossession and the repossessed. The main problem is the
blurred boundaries. It is continuously becoming tricky and
difficult drawing a clear boundary between the world and the
Church, yet there is no denying that there are some things
that have no place in the Church of Christ, whatsoever.

The
postmodernist and globalist spirit alludes civilisation to a world
of compromise, tolerance and acceptance of all manner of beliefs,
among other things. While this is a wonderful idea for the secular
thought and wisdom, it is definitely a vice in spiritual matters.
The right track when the spiritual mandate is to count is such
that, Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to
the Father except through Him (John 14:6). This means that the
Person of Christ and the embodiment of His teachings are what count
at the end of the day. In order to avoid being designated,
“intolerant”, many Christians find it expedient to endorse the New
Age teachings—and most of them don’t even know that they have
joined a league of ungodliness.

If God then
expects nothing less than quality virtue, then our track towards
this goal would only be envisaged depending on how much we take
Christ seriously. There is no compromise about this; no acceptance
of any other way, neither should there be any “tolerance” of any
other way if the latter means endorsing other beliefs as credible
alternatives.






Good-Willed
Compromise?

​ Some of
the compromises have been apparently “good-intentioned”, namely, to
increase converts. In regards to this, a comparison can be made
with the marketing world. If we want to increase sales, we can do
one or a combination of the following:

• Lower the price (cost) of what we are selling;

• Increase the quality of the service or product;

• Advertise the products and services;

• Offer incentives and give free samples,

While it is
acceptable to allow customers bargain over the cost and traders
lowering prices in the secular business as a way of attracting more
customers, it is not acceptable to lower the standards of God and
the cost of discipleship in order to convert more souls. Contrary
to the principles of marketing, especially bargaining over the
price by prospective customers, dealings with God have not allowed
any bargaining. Instead, the cost has been fixed and it must be
adhered to. It is a “take-or-leave” relationship.

In this case,
therefore, only three of the four strategies above are relevant.
The three must balance out well in order to bring out a result unto
God’s glory. When healing and salvation are given freely, it must
not be mistaken to mean that they are cheap. They are not! They are
given freely because they are priceless. In fact, they are not free
per se, Someone had to pay dearly for them.

The cost has to
remain where God set it at; the quality must always be high, and
the “advertisement” must tell people the established cost and the
uncompromised requirement of a high quality. The “advertisement”
must not be used to manipulate people and give wrong impressions.
For example, it is not right to tell people in problem that if they
get saved, their problems would necessarily, and as a rule,
disappear. While it is true that all problems in the world trace
back to the original sin and that the nature of some problems point
directly to a life of sin, not all manner of problems are
necessarily a result of current “hidden” sin. The question of
suffering, for instance, is generally a complex one that no one has
ever fully understood.

The Bible
records in John 9 a case where Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus
responded that it was neither the man nor his parents that sinned
but that it happened so that the work of God might be displayed in
his life (vs. 2-3). What an answer to complicate other than
illuminate an already difficult issue!

That being the
case, it would be wrong if we insist that all problems would
necessarily be eliminated by accepting Christ. But even if former
problems are cancelled by the new life, getting saved and desiring
to live a godly life in itself will bring about other forms and new
brands of difficulties (2 Tim. 3:12). The difference between the
former problems and latter ones is that problems occasioned by sin
ultimately lead to death while problems resulting from
righteousness are refinery and perfecting, they ultimately lead to
life.

Another good
thing about the problems after new life is that if they were
endured with integrity, they would be the cost and the
test of the commitment to the new life. God Himself will
reward such commitment here and/or There. If people are
going to shy away because of the cost, then there would not be any
need filling the roll with their names since it is God’s verdict at
the end of the day that matters. The quality and the cost of
following Christ must be upheld.

One of the most
cost-effective and promising marketing strategies today is network
marketing. You will realise that evangelism, for example, was/is
basically constituted on the principles of networking. When He
first called His disciples, Christ told them, “Follow Me and I will
make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). They were going to
catch men by getting into contact with them.

The good thing
about networking is the human contact. I know of a company that
believes that its products are of high quality and of utility
disposition that anyone who uses them would in one way or the other
recommend them to people he is in contact with. They are willing to
compensate anyone who recommends their product to others. One only
needs to register with them as a distributor. They encourage the
distributors to use the products and have experience themselves so
that when they recommend them to others, they would know what they
are recommending.

The principle
they use is that the quality must remain high. If it fails to meet
the claims it makes, the network would collapse. No one would
recommend the products to his friends or acquaintances if they do
not measure up. I see that this kind of strategy has borrowed
heavily from the principles of the walk with Christ. Christ calls
us to come to Him first, to have an experience with Him.

After having
had an experience with the Lord, we are expected to go out and
recommend Him to others. One of the products of the company I refer
to are insoles. These are made with nodules that give foot massage.
When you begin using them for the first time, they cause a great
deal of discomfort some people remove them immediately. The
discomfort varies from person to person. For some, it may take the
whole day while for others, it may take as little as ten minutes.
But the good thing is that since these are products sold by people
who have themselves tried them, they would encourage new users to
continue using them since the discomfort is only temporary. Without
this encouragement, not many would use the insoles. When the feet
get used to them, they give good feeling and the massage would be
the only effect. If you do not tell people the truth, you would not
get far.

Following
Christ is like the example given above. It may be very difficult at
the beginning before one fully understands the benefits awaiting
those that endure (2 Tim. 2:3,12, 3:11, 4:5; Heb. 12:2-4; 1 Pet.
2:20; Rev. 2:7,17,26, 3:5,10,12,21, 21:7). However, unlike the
insoles whose discomfort would generally not reoccur after one gets
used to them, difficulties in following Christ are intermittent
through life. It is the encouragement by people who have tried and
experienced Christ in their life that carries others along (1 Pet.
2:3).

Talking of
initial difficulties, there are some examples that can be
highlighted:

I do not think it was fun for the Samaritan woman to be told about
her crooked life. It was definitely not what her ears would have
itched to hear. But like a network marketer who tells people the
experience he has had with the products, she went and told people
the experience she had with the Lord (John 4:28-30, 39-42). The
good thing with telling the truth in the context of discipleship is
that the motive is not to hurt or discourage but to either heal,
caution or show that there is a hope.






Contrary to the principles of marketing, especially bargaining
over the price by prospective customers, dealings with God have not
allowed any bargaining. It is a “take-or-leave”
relationship.






There is also
the case of the four fishermen Jesus called as His first disciples.
It is difficult understanding how these men knew that they were
gaining by not bargaining. Nevertheless, it must have been
difficult for them to walk away from their business without
bargaining to ensure that they were not making a mistake.
Naturally, people must have questioned their common sense leaving
their jobs to follow a man who did not even have a place to
lay his head. Remember that at this time, they had not understood
that they were following God Himself. Furthermore, not long after
He called them, He must have discouraged or rather confused them
when He began talking about what to many was and still is
inconsistent and mutually exclusive: poor yet blessed; blessed
yet hungry; weeping yet blessed (Lk. 6:20-23).

After the
sermon in Luke 6, if the fishermen, for example, had thought that
they were getting new appointments with status and wealth, they
would have needed to go back to the drawing board. These things
must have been real tough stuff, humanly very difficult to come to
terms with. He even told them that the same men they were going to
fish would despise them. Despite all these initial setbacks,
these people later, together with others, went out to tell people
about the Kingdom of God (Lk. 9:1-6). It pleases God when we follow
His ways despite the difficulties and the departure those ways take
from the popular thoughts. There has to be a strong element of
commitment and motivation to remain in the new life.

Though we admit
that following Christ can be extremely difficult, not following Him
is even exceedingly more difficult. Though He was aware of all the
sufferings and persecutions His disciples would go through—and He
never hid this from them, Jesus Himself said:

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is light"—Matthew 11:28-30 (italics,
author’s emphasis).

I believe the
paradox in the above scripture—the yoke and
rest—would not make it difficult to understand what the Lord
was talking about. The yoke symbolises bondage (with Christ and
with other believers); it symbolises a burden on our backs or
shoulders; it symbolises labour. Despite the labour and
weight that it implies, it equally represents sharing;
communing; togetherness, unity and dependence—that is,
not going it alone. This is why the same yoke that
represents a burden also brings peace and rest.

Yes, following
Christ is a yoke—bondage, burden and labour. But think of it! Going
through difficulty without a hope doubles the difficulty. If you
are hungry but have money in your pocket, the hunger would not bite
the way it would if you don’t have any money at all. Without money,
you would begin to panic and worry. These would worsen the
hunger.

Many times we
have been failed by our brethren who were supposed to be yoked
together with us—to help share our burden or difficulty. But even
if this were the case, the hope we have in Christ becomes the fuel
and momentum that carries us through difficult times. If brethren
come to our aid, it would be a bonus, helping us even further to
lessen the weight of our problem. It may not necessarily mean the
elimination of the difficulty but it would empower us to face and
cope with it. Hope however is the key word (Rom. 5:5).

Think of the
Israelites on their way to the Promised Land, they forgot the hope
to which they were called a result of which they complained when
the desert conditions began to take toll on them. But think again.
If an element of the hope of the Promised Land was completely out
of the picture, they would probably not have lasted a week in the
wilderness. We must train ourselves to be preoccupied with the
thoughts of hope other than the commotional circumstances around
us.

I have talked
much about difficulties or problems that may continue or occur as a
result of one committing himself to seek the pleasure of God. It
may not be that bad. It must not be blown out of proportion. The
purpose is to take precautions and prepare us so that with or
without storms, it is still much safer, with eternal implication,
to be committed to the Lord. Again some of the stuff we are going
to see in the pages that follow can be pretty tough for some
people—they are radical in the real meaning of the word. When they
are fulfilled, however, they give a rare confidence, enthusiasm and
a feeling of fulfilment that cannot be traded with anything.






Reflections and
Questions to Ponder

1. Are there
some things that you do not want to face because they are
difficult? And are there things that you have ignored because they
look trivial and you think God may not be keen on them?

2. Is it true
that there seems to be blurred boundaries between the things of the
spirit and the things of the world? Have you attempted to define
the limit of godly and ungodly things?

******
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​Chapter 2
GIVING

The Worth Of Giving Is
Not On The Quantity But On The Quality

The
quality of giving is measured not by how much we give but by how
less we remain with after giving. The lesser the remainder, the
higher the quality.

The world tests giving
by considering its “quantity”, God tests it by its “quality”.


Giving it All

​Who will touch God with
giving? Touching God’s heart with giving is considerably easy for
those who don’t have much and extremely difficult for those to whom
much has been bestowed. This is straightly ironical but we may
realise that more often, the deeper things of God are shrouded in
and characterised by paradoxes. Some examples would do:

"For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for me will find it"—Matthew 16:25.

"… If anyone
wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of
all"—Mark 9:35.

"… to those who
do not believe, ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the
capstone’"—1 Peter 2:7.

The Bible tells
us that God chose the foolish things to display His wisdom thereby
confounding the wisdom of the world (1 Cor. 1:18-21).

It is an
ironical reality that the poor are more generous than the rich. I
wasn’t surprised when I read that one of the poorest states in USA
is among the most generous in giving to charity. The people of
Mississippi, for example, are ranked 49th in earnings
but 6th in donations—according to the “2002 Generosity
Index.” It is a pity that we allow the poor to beat us in
giving.

There are
generally three ways by which God measures the quality of giving.
He considers the:

Sacrifice with which it is done—that is, how light is one’s
pocket (or treasury) after an act of giving?

Heart of giving—that is, it is given out of a willing heart
or is it coerced?

Motive—that is, is it given out of a pure heart (selfless)
or is it selfish? Giving can be selfish if the intention is to
manipulate things to one’s advantage.

It is God who
can scan the heart and the pocket after an act of giving. He can
then determine whether a giving stands the test of quality or not.
Giving is therefore not measured by the surface weight (quantity)
of what is given but by the underneath sacrifice (quality). Simply
put, quality of giving is determined by what remains rather than
what leaves the hand. The lesser the remainder the higher the
quality and the greater the remainder, the lower the quality. This
is a good judgement so that those who give a lot may not become
proud before the others and God. They may think that they are
outstanding givers.

Let me give an
example: If brother Gif gives $1,000,000 and still has $ 100 in his
account while sister Grace gives $ 1 and has nothing left,
according to the standards of God, sister Grace has given
more than brother Gif. I can imagine someone objecting that
this can’t be fair. It is, however, scriptural.

Though the
context wasn’t monetary, the principle of the following quotation
generally includes material endowments:

"From everyone who has been given much, much will be
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked"—Luke 12:48b (italics, author’s
emphasis).

The Bible
records about a poor widow who gave little but outgave everyone
else. The Scripture records here that Jesus sat down opposite the
place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd put their
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large
amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small
copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling His
disciples to Him, Jesus said:

"I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the
treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth;
but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live
on"—Mark 12: 43-44 (italics, author’s emphasis).

Some people may
find it unfair that the Lord recognised the poor widow’s giving and
played down the people who gave large amounts, but look at it this
way: One gives so much but still has even much more. It means, one
can still afford a luxury or two; forgoing a meal because he gave
so much is out of the question. He still has so much to fall back
to. The other person doesn’t even have enough for the day’s
subsistence and yet gives it all. The quality of giving is based on
the sacrifice behind it—this I must repeat.


Simply put, quality of giving is determined by what remains
rather than what leaves the hand. The lesser the remainder the
higher the quality and the greater the remainder, the lower the
quality.


There seems to
be something special about poor widows and giving. Another story of
a widow is recorded in 1 Kings 17:9-24. In this case, a Zarephath
widow whom God had intended to minister to His prophet Elijah, had
very little for her son and herself. The Bible records that Elijah
went to her and asked for a little water to quench his thirst. As
she was going to get the water, he called and asked for more, “And
bring me, please, a piece of bread” (v. 11). The woman informed him
that she truly didn’t have any bread except a handful of flour in a
jar and a little oil in a jug. She was gathering sticks to take
home and make a meal for herself and her son. According to her,
this was going to be their “Last Supper” after which they would
starve to death.

Elijah
encouraged her not to be afraid. She could go ahead and prepare the
meal but first she had to make a small cake of bread from what she
had and take it to him. After this, she could then make something
for herself and her son. At this point, the woman could have
screamed at the prophet—hungry people are easy to upset, ‘You don’t
understand! I told you I don’t have even enough for my son and I,
where do I get what to prepare for you?’

The story ended
that she obeyed and the Lord never left her the same. This woman
could have said: ‘Well, if you insist, I will make the meal but my
son and I will eat first. We will see if something remains for
you.’ She did what Elijah told her and the result was that they
never died of starvation. When her son died after some time, it
wasn’t due to hunger, moreover, Elijah stood in the gap on her
behalf and her son was restored to life. This poor widow impressed
Elijah with her unselfishness and not least impressed was God
Himself who had instructed Elijah to go to Zarephath and be
ministered to there.

To this I must
emphasise: It is easy touching the heart of God with giving when we
are poor than it is when we are rich. One wonders why God did not
send Elijah to the rich people in Zarephath. Certainly, there must
have been people who were doing better than the poor widow.

What does this
mean? Based on what the Scripture teaches, we should brace
ourselves not to be surprised when we see the world’s poor hauling
heavier rewards in heaven than will do the world’s rich. I am not
sure if there would be any manner of classification in heaven, but
there are scriptures alluding to some element of this. If this be
the case, I would say that, many of the world’s rich will be the
“heaven’s poor” while many of the world’s poor will be the
“heaven’s rich”. The Bible says that God will reward each person
according to what he has done (Rom. 2:6; 1 Cor. 3:8; Rev. 22:12).
This to me sounds taxonomical—that is, believers will end up in
different categories depending on how much they got as a reward.
There is no denying that some have done more than
others.

The stories of
the two widows above tell us that God doesn’t ignore the little
things we do for His glory. In chapter 13 (Tending the little
things), I will explain more, based on other stories, that our
Lord’s attention could be caught by the little things that
sometimes we are ashamed to identify with. What a blessing that
even the poor can touch the heart of the Lord of abundance with
their meagre contributions. The Bible proves and life confirms that
they actually stand a better chance to touch God more than the rich
do. Poor people should therefore be encouraged. Their giving is
touching heaven. The rich people should be humbled. They must not
boast because of the huge amounts they give.

Next time
before we consider shying away from giving the little contribution
we have, we should remember that the Lord does easily distinguish
us if it is all we had. We should not wait so that we give
something big some other day when we finally have something
reasonable. If we keep away the little, we may be withholding
the very key meant to open the doors for our blessings.

It is clear
that Jesus wasn’t impressed by the large amounts given by the rich
people, and by extension, not impressed by the rich people
themselves. There is another axis to justify why Christ wasn’t
impressed by their giving. He was able to discern the motive of
giving. For someone who gives large amounts, there can be the
temptation to show off. His action may be to solicit respect and
attention as a great giver. But for the poor whose little coins
would even be an embarrassment if others saw, it is not difficult
to hide his giving from everybody else and have it only known
between him and the Lord. The poor gives in humility, the rich may
give with a haughty spirit.

The reason
Christ was not impressed by the rich people themselves was because
they failed in one practical test. Although they cast in large
amounts into the temple’s treasury, Jesus mentions the deplorable
condition of the woman. It is apparent that these people had
ignored the religious duty of taking care of the poor and/or the
widow. The Bible says:

"Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress..."—James
1:27.

This woman was
not only poor, she was also a widow.

In the Old
Testament, there is a repeated and earnest call to minister to the
widows (and orphans and strangers). At this time, the Old Testament
was the whole Bible they had. Though they were rich, they ignored
the plight of the widow (and the poor generally) in their midst.
Their giving did not therefore touch God.

If Christ were
to be in our church (physically but in disguise—if He doesn’t
disguise Himself, everyone would want to impress Him) sitting there
watching how people give, what would He say? And, of cause, He is
always there, watching and commenting about the giving, the
status and the condition of people that comprise our congregation.
And it is also important to remember that the walls of the church
as a local congregation have been flattened so that the neighbour
that the Church has been called upon to love (practically) is not
only that person who belongs to our local church. The Church of
Christ has become more universal than ever and accessible at
that—thanks to globalisation.

The Church is
not defined by a local building with a local congregation. It is,
however, defined by the boundless universal congregation that
believes in the Name of the Son of God. And the neighbour, as I
will explain more later, is not defined by the confinement of our
geographical neighbourhood. It is anybody in need anywhere as long
as we can come into contact with that person in one way or the
other. A neighbour is also not necessarily a believer, as I will
also explain more later on the obligation to love the
undeserving.


Giving Not for
Publicity

​ The
quality of giving is also measured by how much the “left hand is
unaware of what the right hand is giving”. Whatever sacrificial
giving one makes, its spiritual quality is lowered by how much one
publicises it. Just as people are reluctant to allow others know
the much they have in their accounts, so should they be averse in
letting others know what they are giving to God, especially when it
is much. The Scripture says that the left hand should not
know what the right hand is giving (Matt. 6:1-4).

To the human
eye, we cannot judge among ourselves who the greatest giver is.
Even when we see what one gives—and it is a lot—we rarely know how
much they are still worth in terms of their accounts and material
possessions. To the human evaluation, we may be acclaimed the
greatest givers but this will not necessarily be what God says
about our giving. This is why there is no need of displaying, for
others to see, what we are giving. In fact when we desire that
others see what we are giving, though it may earn us reputation
among men, that would be all the reward we get. We may then not
expect any reward from God. In the same manner, if we are giving
little, there is no need allowing others see what it is.

There are times
when we might give less than we are worth, hence stumbling
some people yet it might be what we have at the moment or it may be
because we had already given in a different way or place. We must
keep it between God and ourselves and it is the Lord’s evaluation
that counts.


Giving What You Don’t
Have?

​ In
the stories of the two poor widows above, it is clear that God’s
heart is touched by giving it all. Another way of measuring
the quality of giving is based on how much one is willing to
give away what one doesn’t have. Someone may quickly ask,
‘how can one give what one doesn’t have?’ Yes—if we are given
something to pass on. The things that God gives may easily be
retained and thought of to be one’s own even when they were meant
to be passed along. It is trickier if one doesn’t personally have
what he is given to pass along.

In Mark 8:1-10,
the Bible gives the story of Jesus feeding the four thousand. After
He miraculously multiplied the seven loaves of bread and the few
small fish, He broke them and gave them to His disciples to,
“set before the people and they did so” (v.6, italics,
author’s emphasis). It would have been ridiculous for the disciples
to sit down, eat their fill and thereafter, maybe, give to the
hungry seekers of Christ. The food was given to the disciples to
distribute.


It is
easy touching the heart of God with giving when we are poor than it
is when we are rich.


It is obvious
from the story that the little food they had couldn’t even satisfy
them if it wasn’t multiplied. It is important to note that they
distributed the food before they ate themselves. And this is
important: the food was multiplied because of the need and the
purpose of the multiplication would have been defeated if it wasn’t
distributed.

If we will not
distribute, we will kill the need for multiplication; if we will
not distribute, there will not be a need for a miracle. If the
disciples would not distribute, Christ would not have multiplied
the food.

What is the
difference between then and now? Perhaps it was easy for the
disciples to distribute the food without appropriating it all to
themselves because Christ was “Personally present” and had
audibly instructed them to distribute it. But let us create
another possible scenario which might give us a glimpse of our
position today: Jesus is in Galilee and the disciples in
Gethsemane. He sends a young boy with a letter, seven loaves of
bread and few small fish to the starving disciples in a crusade
attended by thousands of people who are not only spiritually hungry
but physically hungry too. The instruction in the letter which is
also re-emphasised by the messenger is that the food is to be
distributed to everyone.

The disciples
make quick alternate looks one another, the food, the multitude and
the letter. They fail to reconcile the message, the food and the
multitude. They are puzzled and question the sanity of what they
are being asked to do. The food is definitely little and would not
even be enough for them (the disciples). Do you see the possibility
of the disciples withdrawing into the house nearby, sitting down,
eat and perhaps, if by a miracle they get satisfied, attempt
to distribute what’s left thereafter—in a way saying, ‘We must care
for ourselves first before we can care for the others’?

If Jesus does
this and purposes that they just do what they are told, the
food would then multiply as they share it out, what are the chances
that the purpose of the Lord would be achieved? Put yourself to be
one of the disciples and the most influential at that, what you
decide would most likely go through, will the purpose of God be
accomplished or defeated under your influence?

That was to
make it look difficult. The truth however is, and this is
regrettable, there are many that have so much that it shouldn’t be
a problem sharing, yet they don’t share.

Gandhi said,
“There can be enough for all of us but there can’t be enough for
one greedy person.” What this means is that what was supposed to go
round and cover everybody can be hoarded by just one person or a
handful of people with an increasing desire to accumulate even
more. It is a pity that believers are not exempt from this
hoarding, yet greed is one of the vices the Bible warns should not
even be mentioned among believers (see Eph. 5:3-5).

Sometimes it is
not because we have less but just that we are not willing to share.
We have already seen that people who have less are more inclined to
share than those who have much. What an irony! Among them are
Christians, you bet.

Jesus has not
stopped putting things in the hands of His people. The purpose of
Him giving some of these things is that they be set before the
people. Unlike the early disciples who heard the physical voice
of the Lord instructing them to share the food, we have the
Written Voice that is no less authoritative, instructing us to
share with one another (Heb. 13:16). We also have the Holy Spirit
who whispers from the inside, also with the message,
distribute!

Many don’t take
the word seriously and some don’t “divide correctly”. Others still
miss to get the picture of the practical way these things ought to
be lived out. We not only ignore the Word, we also shun the Spirit.
As a result, many of us are keeping for ourselves things that
belong to others; many also eat and throw away the leftovers when
they ought to have distributed the food. If God has given us so
much that we can throw away some leftovers, then we must be
careful—we might be throwing the part that ought to feed someone
somewhere. I will come back to this and prove from the Scripture
that it isn’t Christian to waste food.

In our
dispensation where we have to listen to the Spirit and take counsel
from the Word, we are not under any physical pressure to do
what ought to be done. Because Christ is not here physically to
speak to us audibly, the things that God gives into our
hands to distribute looks like our own possessions. Yet, God is
testing us. He may even give us what we really need yet expects
that we pass it on. This is the real test and it is one of the
areas where deeper virtue lies.

If God puts
something into our hands, something we really need, and there is a
whisper to pass it on, will we comply? Will we wait to have two
before we release one? Or sometimes keeping the second, and wish to
release the third; keep the third and wish to release the fourth,
and keep on keeping and wishing to release the next—ending up
withholding as much as shall come into our hands?

When John the
Baptist started preaching, one of the things he told the crowd that
listened to him was a challenge, “bring forth therefore fruits
worthy of repentance...” (Matt. 3:8-9). He warned them against
false confidence based on their pedigree.

Most of the
people he addressed must have been contented that they were the
descendants of Abraham. When these people heard him, they wanted to
bear the fruits he was talking about but they didn’t seem to know
how. They asked him, “What shall we do then?” He answered
and advised them that he that has two coats should share with the
one who has none, and he that has food should also share with him
that has no food (John 3:7-11). Did he really mean that, especially
about the coats?

As I write this
book, I must admit that I identify with the majority of us. I
wouldn’t pretend to play angel. You can count a number of things
that I have in multiples—two or more of their kinds, yet I know
someone somewhere who does not have even one of the kinds. So if
you feel condemned by how much stock of things you have and you
would not share, I am condemned too. The good thing is that the
condemnation does not originate with me. It is the Bible
that says that we give one away if we have two.

Most believers
are allergic to the so-called “feeling condemned”. It is regarded
as something negative. Generally, however, feeling condemned is but
a wake-up call, challenging us to pursue the heart and standards of
God. What this scripture tells us is that we cannot give
enough. We should not therefore sit back and relax and
boast that we have hit the mark in giving—judging perhaps
from the quantity that we have given out when actually the test is
on what we still keep for ourselves.


Giving What You Don’t
Need

​
Another aspect of giving worth mention is that of giving out
things we don’t need. This is laudable and it has its reward. It is
not good to throw away things we don’t need yet someone may need
them in the neighbourhood. Even if it means taking the time to look
for someone who may need what we are about to throw, it is worth
it. But it is important to remember that when it comes to the
quality of giving, it is not how much we give away what we
don’t need but how much we give our best.

We need to give
away what we do not need without forgetting to give our best as
well.


‘The Money is not
Yours!’

​ It was in
the month of December. My wife and I received a letter from our
home country (we were residing abroad). One of our dear brothers in
the Lord needed some quick help. He had run into some exorbitant
hospital bills. It was far much more than he and his family could
manage. He wrote to us, explaining the situation in which they
were. He asked for our participation to share the burden. With all
our heart we were moved to help but we were down financially. The
fact that we couldn’t help was haunting us. We understood how
desperate a situation could be back home.


If we
keep away the little, we may be withholding the very key meant to
open the doors for our blessings.


Then something
strange happened. It must have been the same week. One of the
elders in our local church came to us one evening and blessed us
with some good amount of money. We were not expecting
anything from anyone. To us, it was like from nowhere. According to
him, the money was for us to celebrate Christmas. We were happy. At
least, we were going to have a good celebration. And we did, but
not in the way we thought!

The following
day, an inner voice spoke, ‘You were given some money yesterday,
weren’t you’? The voice continued, ‘Yes, you needed money but the
money you were given is not yours, pass it on—all of it’! It wasn’t
in doubt whose it was. I went to my wife and informed her that
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Pursuing That Which Touches the Heart of God






