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      The Ancient Magick for Today's Witch Series is a series for modern witches to explore ancient magick, covering Celtic, Romani, and Crystal magic, among others. It offers practical advice on spells, rituals, and enchantments for today's use, incorporating natural energies and spiritual connections. With insights into Shamanism, Wicca, and more, it helps readers enhance their magickal journey, offering paths to protection, prosperity, and spiritual growth by combining ancient wisdom with contemporary practice.
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      This book collects Romani folklore, customs, superstitions, and traditional practices like divination, charms, spells, and stories of dragons and stags. All of these come from the rich oral traditions of Roma communities over many centuries and in many countries. These stories and practices are real and meaningful, but they do not cover everything about the Roma people, and not every Romani person today shares the same beliefs.

      The Roma are not one group with a single tradition. There are many groups, including the Kalderash, Romanichal, Sinti, Kalé, and others, living in countries all over the world. They speak different dialects, follow different religions, and have unique customs shaped by their region, history, and family. This diversity is important to keep in mind as you read further.

      Roma history shows great resilience, starting with their migration from South Asia over a thousand years ago, through centuries of enslavement and expulsion in Europe, to the Porajmos—the genocide of hundreds of thousands of Roma people during World War II—and the discrimination many Roma communities still face today. Sharing this history alongside the folklore helps explain why these traditions have lasted. Songs, superstitions, and protective charms helped people survive displacement and hardship.

      This book aims to do two things: show real appreciation for a rich, living folk tradition, and remind us that a people are always more than their folklore. If you remember one thing from this note, let it be this: the Roma are a living and diverse people with a history, a present, and a future. The stories here are just one part of a much bigger story that is still being written.
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      For centuries, the Roma did not have a written history of their own. Most of their story was told by outsiders, and often told poorly. Medieval European chroniclers guessed at their origins, making up stories about Egyptian princes or wandering exiles punished for some ancient sin. Only with the arrival of modern linguistics and genetics did scholars start to figure out where the Roma really came from. The truth turned out to be even more remarkable than the old legends.

      Origins and Genetic/Linguistic Studies

      The clearest evidence of Roma origins does not come from old manuscripts, but from the Romani language itself. In the eighteenth century, linguists noticed that core Romani words were very similar to Sanskrit and the languages of northern India. Words for numbers, family members, and the human body all pointed to the same place. Later, genetic studies confirmed what the language suggested. Roma populations across Europe have genetic markers that trace back to a common ancestral group from the Indian subcontinent, most likely from what is now northern India, with migration starting sometime between the 6th and 11th centuries CE.

      The exact reason for the Roma migration is still debated. Some historians think Roma ancestors were soldiers, musicians, or craftspeople who moved west with armies and trade routes. Others believe invasions in the region caused waves of displacement. What is clear from genetic and linguistic records is that this was not a single event, but a gradual movement. Over centuries, people slowly made their way across Persia, through the Byzantine Empire, and into Europe.

      The Great Migration Westward

      By the 11th century, Roma communities had established a presence in the Byzantine Empire, and Romani-speaking groups appear in historical records moving through Armenia, Persia, and the Balkans shortly thereafter. The route west wasn't a straight line. Groups splintered off, settled for generations in one region before moving again, and picked up words, customs, and even genetic markers from the populations they passed through and lived alongside.

      By the 14th century, Roma communities were recorded in Serbia, Bulgaria, and Wallachia (now part of Romania). By the 15th century, they had reached Western Europe, including Germany, France, Italy, Spain, and eventually the British Isles. Early European chroniclers, not knowing where these travelers came from, often thought they were from Egypt. This is how the word "Gypsy" began, as a mistaken version of "Egyptian"—a label that would follow Roma communities for the next six hundred years.

      The reception they received varied enormously by region and era. In some courts, Roma travelers were welcomed as skilled metalworkers, musicians, and horse traders. In many others, they were met with suspicion, expelled, or subjected to laws that criminalized their very presence. Spain, France, Germany, and England all passed expulsion decrees against Roma people at various points between the 15th and 17th centuries. In parts of what is now Romania, Roma people were enslaved for nearly five centuries, a practice that wasn't fully abolished until the 1850s.

      Settlement Patterns and Intermarriage with Local Populations

      As Roma communities settled, sometimes for just one generation and sometimes for many, intermarriage and cultural exchange with local people naturally happened. This is one reason why Roma communities today are so genetically and culturally diverse. A Kalderash family in Romania, a Romanichal family in England, a Sinti family in Germany, and a Kalé family in Spain may all trace their roots back to the same migration, but centuries of separate settlement, intermarriage, and local influence have led to different dialects, customs, and even religious practices.

      Outsiders often overlook this diversity and imagine "the Roma" as one single group. In reality, a Roma family's dialect, clothing, religious practices, and even their name can be very different depending on where their ancestors settled and for how long. Some groups continued to move from place to place for work and trade, while others settled down generations ago and now live much like their non-Roma neighbors, except for their private customs, language, and sense of identity.

      Persecution and the Porajmos

      No account of Roma history is complete without facing the persecution that has affected Roma communities across Europe for centuries. This persecution reached its most horrific extreme during the Second World War.

      Under Nazi Germany, Roma people were classified as racially inferior under the same ideology used to justify the Holocaust. Beginning in the 1930s and accelerating through the war, Roma communities across Nazi-occupied Europe were subjected to forced sterilization, deportation, and mass execution. Historians estimate that between 220,000 and 500,000 Roma people were murdered during this period a genocide known in the Romani language as the Porajmos, meaning "the Devouring," though some
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