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Our planet is filled with an incredible, 

humongous variety of animals. But 

despite the diversity that can be found 

in the animal kingdom, some animals 

just look . . . the same. 

Do you often mistake a leopard for a cheetah? 

It’s understandable – if you were faced with 

a big cat in the savannah, with sharp teeth 

and claws, you wouldn’t exactly lean in to get 

a closer look for a giveaway black ‘tear’ line 

down the face. The same goes for a crocodile 

and an alligator – does it matter if its snout is 

V or U-shaped if it’s gobbling you up? Would 

you care if you were clutched in the talons of a 

ferruginous hawk or a peregrine falcon if you 

were a helpless little mouse? 
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Even the animals that are totally different 

species, like reptile geckos and amphibian 

salamanders, have the same body shape,  

same colourful patterns and same disgusting 

habit of eating their shed skin.

Speaking of birds, how are you meant to tell 

your rooks from your ravens from your jackdaws 

from your crows if they’re all the way up in the 

sky? And birds aren’t the only flying creatures 

that are difficult to distinguish. How can you tell 

if it’s a wasp, a honeybee, a hornet or a hoverfly 

that’s stung you, once you’re already hurt and 

there’s the 

buzz buzz

 of the little insect flying 

away. Well, it wouldn’t actually be a hoverfly 

that got you. Hoverflies don’t sting.

So how are you meant to know who’s 

who and what’s what? Fear not – this 

handy guide will help you to never mix 

up animals again! 
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Rabbits make cute and cuddly pets, but you would never catch a hare  

in a hutch! While the two animals live different lives, they belong to  

the same family, Leporidae, in the order Lagomorpha. Leporidae  

means ‘those that resemble 

lepus

’. 

Lepus

 is the Latin word for ‘hare’. 

Shorter ears

Smaller body

Rabbit
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Rabbits live in large 

groups in underground 

burrows, dug by 

sturdy nails.

Rabbits can  

be domesticated 

(kept as pets).

Babies – called 

kittens or bunnies 

– are born hairless 

and blind, totally 

dependent on  

their mothers.

Rabbits hide from predators.








Longer ears

Larger body

Hares outrun 

predators using 

powerful hind legs

Hare
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Hares can 

only be wild.

Babies – called leverets – 

are born with fur and sight, 

and can move on their own 

within an hour of birth.

Hares live alone or 

in pairs, in nests 

above ground.








Leopards and cheetahs are both big cats, or Panthera, that can 

sometimes live in the same habitat. Like all big cats, with some of 

the sharpest canine teeth in the animal kingdom, these are two 

predators you wouldn’t want chasing after you!

Leopard

Fully retractable 

claws for climbing

The pattern on their 

coat is made up of 

smaller, irregular-shaped 

spots that are grouped 

together in ‘rosettes’
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Leopards hunt by stalking 

and using camouflage, so  

are well suited to more 

densely covered areas such 

as woodlands and forests.

Leopards usually hunt at 

night. Large pupils make 

it easier to see at night 

when hunting for prey.

Long tail used to help 

with balance, particularly 

when walking in trees or 

pulling kills up trees.

Strong and bulky body. 

Can only reach a top  

speed of 58 kilometres 

per hour (km/h).








Cheetah

Black ‘tear’ 

line that runs 

down the face

Non-retractable 

claws for traction 

(grip) while running

The pattern of their coat  

is made up of solid, round 

or oval spot shapes
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Cheetahs prefer to hunt in 

the day. They need large 

open spaces to safely hunt 

at top speed, so are often 

found in wide grasslands 

and savannahs.

Long tail used as a  

counterbalance to help 

change direction very 

quickly while on the hunt.

Taller and lighter, 

with longer legs built 

to run top speeds of 

up to 120 km/h.
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