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BLAKE,
JACO BS, and
MORTIMER

Ted Benoit and Jean Van Hamme
gave Edgar P. Jacobs’s series
a brilliant relaunch with their

enthralling The Francis Blake

Affair. Four years later, publisher

Yves Sente turned to scriptwriting
and crafted a science thriller
superbly illustrated by André

Juillard, a specialist in realist
41111 P——

i ~ " historical comics.
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From that moment on,
the Blake & Mortimer saga
would be brought to life

by two alternating teams!
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This volume includes:

The Voronov Plot

The Strange Encounter
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by imagining Blake and Mortimer

in the twilight of their lives: "=

December 1984, Issue 49 (39"
year) of magazine Tintin was an
homage to Edgar P. Jacobs, in
which several authors gave life
to the legendary characters of
the Master of Bois-des-Pauvres.
Juillard’s contribution had the two
British heroes, having reached re-
tirement age, travelling to Egypt

and revisiting the locations of
The Mystery of the Great Pyramid.
In 1998, with his old partner-in-
crime Didier Convard (alongside

© Convard — Juillard / Dargaud

DARGAUD

Cover of the collected edition of Le Dernier
Chapitre, in which Didier Convard and André

Juillard imagined the final adventures of :

several great heroes of bandes dessinées —
including our friends Blake and Mortimer

1 e Dernier @ Chapttre

A fantastic pencil sketch by André Juillard, preparatory work for the fight scene

between Alawi and Olrik

whom he’d begun his career),
Juillard went even further and il-
lustrated L’Aventure immobile
(The Stationary Adventure), first

volume of the series Le Dernier
Chapitre (The Final Chapter), which
portrayed heroes from the golden
age of Franco-Belgian comics in
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‘Writing a Blake & Mortimer album means, first and
foremost, taking the characters and the readers on a
Jjourney through a singular geographical, political, and
historical universe. A journey that must be sufficiently
associated with the 1950s - the story’s era - and rich
and mysterious enough that it will allow the imagination
to run wild. The acute tensions between East (remember
Basam Damdu) and West are one of the classic
backdrops of the series.” Yves sente

ince its publication on 21
SSeptember 1996, The Francis

Blake Affair (first album of the
relaunch by the team of Jean Van
Hamme and Ted Benoit) had been
an unequivocal success with the
public: 750,000 copies had been
sold by 2013! The readers wanted
more and clamoured impatiently
for new adventures, especially
with the mention on the back
cover of an upcoming title, The
Strange Encounter, which had
them intrigued. Unfortunately,
Ted Benoit was known for his
extreme meticulousness, often
the cause of endless delays. The
publisher of Blake & Mortimer

was rather worried about the
likelihood of releasing the future
American adventure in a timely
manner.

BLUFF

The first possibility to occur to
the heads of the publishing com-
pany was assigning Ted Benoit
an assistant — a solution the art-
ist was not keen on. Quickly, the

.

-——r—v‘-‘—*‘x .

idea of putting together a second
creative team surfaced, but it re-
quired finding authors who could
breathe life into the Jacobsian
universe and respect the integ-
rity of the series without slipping
into tacky pastiche. Late in 1997,
Francois Pernot, managing direc-
tor of publisher Le Lombard, had
a conversation with Yves Sente,
their editorial director.
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La Machination Voronov
(The Voronov Plot) Mee

LA MACHINATI
VORONOV

1957. The USA and the USSR are engaged

in a relentless competition to be the first

into space. At the Baikonur Cosmodrome,
the base’s military commander requires
Professor Piotr llyushin, head of the science
department, to proceed with a rocket launch.

Struck by meteorites, the spacecraft
falls back to Earth, and the team tasked
with securing the wreckage is wiped
out by a mysterious bacterium ...

SYNOPSIS

Moscow orders that all traces of this plague

be destroyed. However, Dr Voronov, head of
the base’s KGB hospital, succeeds in isolating

the space-born strain, and uses it to
assassinate the masters of the Kremlin,
whom he considers traitors to the
great Stalin’s vision. He plans to
eliminate Western leaders as well.

His assistant, Nastasia Wardynska,
- covertly sends a sample of the
lethal contagion to the West. It’s
the start of a deadly race against
time between the heroes of the
Free World - Professor Philip
Mortimer and Captain Francis
Blake - and the evil Voronov,
who has a secret ace up his
sleeve: one Colonel Olrik ...
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In His Own Words
Yves Sente, writer of the Blake & Mortimer continuation
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a lunatic,” he told Sente. ‘His story
is Machiavellian, outstanding. It’s
just what we need?!” To the aston-
ishment of all, Sente then revealed
that this adventure, which went
from the plains of Baikonur to the
heart of the United Kingdom, had
sprung from his own imagination.
All that was left was choosing who
would turn this Voronov Plot into
pictures ...

ANDRE JUILLARD, A SURPRISE
While several hopefuls were
tested, the demanding role of art-
ist for the second team eventually
fell to André Juillard. Leader of
the historical comic genre,
co-creator with writer
Patrick Cothias of the
well-known saga
Les Sept Vies
de Epervier
(The Seven
Lives of the
Sparrowhawk), illustrator of the
Napoleonic trilogy Arno written
by the illustrious Jacques Martin,
Juillard was one of the most gifted
artists of his generation. His re-
markably elegant and skilful style
was instantly recognisable and
was often copied — though never
matched — by a plethora of young
artists. At the same time, Juillard
was also the author of more in-
timist, personal, and adult sto-
ries, such as Le Cahier bleu (The
Blue Notebook, 1994) and Aprés la
pluie (After the Rain, 1998). Having
earned the recognition of his peers
and the profession at large, he

Studies seeking

the best posture for
Mortimer chasing
Olrik across the
Leninskie Gory i
Park K %

was honoured with the prestig-
ious lifetime achievement award
Grand Prix de la Ville d’Angouléme
in1996. The bande dessinée world,
however, was surprised to hear in
1999 that André Juillard was pre-
paring a new episode of Blake &
Mortimer, as his style was rather
different from Jacobs’s.

JUILLARD IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF JACOBS

And yet, it wasn’t so surprising.
In 1987 already, he had been
approached about drawing the

second part of Professor Sato’s
Three Formulae (for the record, so
was Ted Benoit). ‘/’d been asked
to take over Blake & Mortimer in
the 8os,” remembered Juillard.
‘It was an honour, obviously.
On the other hand, | wasn’t sure
I’d be able to do the job at the
same level as Jacobs. In any case,
among other considerations was
the fact that I really didn’t like the
script of Professor Satd’s Three
Formulae.” The artist had none-
theless already committed a few
incursions into Jacobs’s universe
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Homage to E. P. Jacobs
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The Mystery of the Great Pyramid

A. JUILLARD

He explained that Didier Christ-
mann, his counterpart at Dargaud
(the publishing company that
owned Editions Blake et Mortimer), ‘ SN : sl
was about to test several artists ; N
by giving them a page of script
by Jean Van Hamme to illustrate.
Without telling anyone, and just for
fun, Sente wrote his own test page
and, little by little, it soon became
a full synopsis for an ambitious
two-part adventure. ¢/ was asked
ifl perhaps knew of any ligne claire
style artists who’d be able to assist L e
Ted Benoit,’ explained Sente. ‘At i
nights, after work, | tinkered with
an idea for a couple of pages that
would let me test such potential
assistants. It was the scene in
which Mortimer chases Olrik, while
in the background, Lennon and
McCartney were meeting for the
first time in Woolton on 6 July 1957.
I had a ton of fun doing so, and
it was quite naturally that | found

myself writing, for my own bene-
fit, what might have happened be- AR seREET e o ; :
s g pp ST R T ——
’ % ~ THE INITIATE, THE GU
fore and after that scene .. In the = ey ~ | [ o
spring of 1998, Yves Sente submit- : Qe | §

ted to Christmann a script project
that he claimed had been sent to
him. His colleague and counter-
part, who was at the time seeking
a writer for the planned second
creative team, was immediately
enthusiastic: ‘Your scriptwriter is

© André Juillard — Brieg F. Haslé collection

A page drawn by André Juillard as an homage to Jacobs, published in magazine
Tintin in December 1984

I \ !
(53 of thiskook). Note that Juillard’s final version is flipped horizontally from this one....

Colour sketch of panel 3, page 83






