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            Isaiah, son of Amoz, was a prophet of Judah in and around Jerusalem during the reigns of four kings of Judah: Uzziah (called "Azariah" in 2 Kings), Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah (1:1), from 739 to 686 B.C.. It was evident that he came from a family of some prestige, for he had easy access to the king (7:3) and was close to a priest (8:2). He was married and had two sons with the symbolic names "Shear-jashub" ("a remnant will return," 7:3) and "Maher-salal-hasbaz" ("they hasten to the spoil, they rush to the prey," 8:3). When God called him to prophesy in the year of King Uzziah's death (793 B.C.), he responded willingly, although he knew from the beginning that his ministry would be one of fruitless warning and exhortation (6:9-13). Having grown up in Jerusalem, he was a suitable alternative as a political and religious advisor to the nation.
  Isaiah was a contemporary of Hosea and Micah. His style of writing is unparalleled for the versatility of his expression, the brilliance of his symbolism and the richness of his vocabulary. Church father Jerome compared him to Demosthenes, the legendary Greek orator. His writing in Hebrew is characterized by a range of 2,186 different words, compared to 1,535 in Ezekiel, 1,653 in Jeremiah and 2,170 in the Psalms. Second Chronicles 32:32 records that he also wrote a biography of King Hezekiah. The prophet lived at least until 681 B.C., when he wrote the account of Sennacherib's death (37:38). According to tradition, he met his death under the reign of Manasseh (695-642 B.C.) by being cut in two with a wooden saw (Heb 11:37).        
The vision of a glorious future: Isaiah offers a vision of the glorious future of God's kingdom, where peace, justice and reconciliation will reign. Notice how this ideal future is described and how it inspires hope and comfort to God's people.
By inductively analyzing these and other elements of Isaiah, we can better understand their meaning and significance for faith and religious practice.
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We are entering a completely new section of the Holy Scriptures, and that is the prophetic section. By this we do not mean that prophecy began with Isaiah, because we have already seen prophecies in the Old Testament as well as in the New Testament: In the Old Testament we have prophecies in the Pentateuch, which were written by Moses. Although the predictive element occupies much place in this section, the prophets were more than men who foretold the future. They were men called by God in times of decadence when neither priest nor king was a worthy channel through which the expressions of God could flow.

These books of prophecy also contain history, poetry and law, but their main message is prophecy. Every writer, from Isaiah to Malachi, was a prophet of God. There is today an artificial division of the prophets, having designated them as major prophets and minor prophets. Now, as far as we are concerned, all the prophets were major prophets. And none of them can be considered minor. This artificial division was determined by the length of the book, and not by its contents. Some of the so-called minor prophets are like small nuclear bombs. The books are short in length, but their content has a lot of power.

These men, the prophets, not only spoke of events that would take place in the distant future, but they also spoke about local events in the immediate future. They had to speak in this way in order to meet the requirements for the prophetic office that God had determined in the Mosaic code. The book of Deuteronomy included codes for the priest, the king and the prophet. Let us look at the prophet's code, found in Deuteronomy 18:20-22, which says: "20 The prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. 21 Perhaps you say in your heart, How shall we know that this is not the word of the Lord? 22 If the prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, and what he said does not come to pass or come to pass, that word is not from the Lord. The prophet spoke presumptuously; do not be afraid of him". If the local event did not transpire exactly as the prophet had predicted, that prophet was marked as a false prophet and treated as such. You may rest assured that there is no message from a false prophet in the inspired Holy Scriptures.

If you had lived in Isaiah's time, how would you have known that a certain prophet was a true prophet? You would have judged him according to his local prophecies. He did not speak only of events in the distant future, such as the first and second coming of Christ, but also of local events that would occur in the immediate future. If these local predictions had not occurred exactly as they were uttered, the man who announced them would have been recognized as a false prophet and consequently would have been stoned.

The prophetic books are full of local prophecies already fulfilled. All the prophets announced local prophecies to prove that they were genuine. Let us remember that it is necessary to make a sharp distinction between fulfilled and unfulfilled prophecy. When a prophecy was first announced, of course, it was an unfulfilled prophecy. Since the time when prophecies were first announced, many of them have been fulfilled. One of the great evidences that these men were communicating the words of God was that hundreds of those prophecies have been fulfilled, and fulfilled literally.

Man cannot guess the future. Even sometimes weather forecasters, with the help of all kinds of mechanical, computer or scientific devices, sometimes find it difficult to make accurate forecasts.

The law of compound probability forbids man to predict the future systematically. Every uncertain element added decreases his chance of accuracy by fifty percent. The example of hundreds of prophecies that have been literally fulfilled eloquently appeals to the honest mind of the sincere seeker after truth. Fulfilled prophecy is one of the infallible proofs of the verbal and full inspiration of the Holy Scriptures.

Now, by way of illustration, suppose I make a prophecy and say that it is going to rain tomorrow. I have a 50% chance of being right because it is either going to rain or it is not going to rain. One of those two options will happen, that's for sure. Let's suppose now that I add one more element to my prophecy and what I say is: "Tomorrow it will rain and it will start at 11 a.m.". Then, I again reduce my chances of getting it right by another 50%, but I still have a 25% chance of getting it right. But I don't stop here, and not only predict that it will start raining at 11 a.m., but I also announce that it will stop raining at 3 a.m. In that case I have reduced my chances again and have only a 12% chance of getting it right. And if I continue to add uncertain prediction elements until I reach a total of 300 prophecies, you may realize that they will never literally come true. No human being could guess that way. Only the Spirit of God could provide that information. A person would not have the remotest chance of getting it right so many times and yet the Word of God has over three hundred prophecies about the first coming of Christ that have been literally fulfilled.

Why did God give so many prophecies about Christ's first coming to earth? There is a logical and obvious answer. The coming of Jesus Christ to earth was an event of the utmost importance. God did not want the Israelites to miss such an event. And God pointed Him out, distinguished Him so clearly that Israel would have no excuse for not recognizing Him when He was here on earth.

Now we can also illustrate this with another simple example. Suppose I am invited to your city and will arrive at the airport, where you will pick me up. But, as you have never seen me before, you ask me, how are we going to recognize you among so many people arriving at the airport at the same time? Then I would describe to you the colors of the clothes I will wear, the attitude or movements I will make with my hands, or the first place I will go to. I would even tell you, for the avoidance of doubt, the first words I would say to anyone who comes to greet me. With all this information, I would certainly be recognized.

When the Lord Jesus Christ came more than 2,000 years ago, those people who had the Old Testament and who knew the Old Testament, should have been waiting for Him at the inn in Bethlehem, or at least waiting for the news of His birth, because they had all the information they needed. And when the wise men from the East appeared looking for the Lord Jesus, the Israelites, at least, should have been interested enough to want to travel with those travelers from the East on their camels to see for themselves. Ah, how important His coming was, and God had foretold it so clearly!

The prophets were very nationalistic. They rebuked the sin of pagan worship in both high places and low places. They warned the nation. They pleaded with a proud people to humble themselves and return to God. Fire and tears mingled in their message, which was not just catastrophistic, for they saw the Day of the Lord and the glory that would follow. They all looked through the darkness to the dawning of a new day, and in the night of sin, they beheld the light of the coming Savior and Sovereign. They saw the millennial kingdom approaching in all its fullness. Their message must be interpreted before an understanding of the kingdom in the New Testament can be gained. The correct perspective of the kingdom must be obtained through the eyes of the Old Testament prophets.

Now, we must say that the prophets were not supermen, they were men with their passions, like us, but they spoke from God, and their message is still the infallible and inspired Word of God. As the apostle Peter told us, in his first epistle, chapter 1, verses 10 and 11: "The prophets who prophesied of the grace destined for you, inquired and diligently inquired about this salvation, seeking to know what person and what time the Spirit of Christ was in them, who announced beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that would come after them".

And then we read again in the second epistle of the apostle Peter, chapter 1, verses 15 to 21, as follows: "I will also be diligent that after my departure you may be able to remember these things at all times. We have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ according to cunningly devised fables, but as having seen with our own eyes his majesty; for when he received from God the Father honor and glory, a voice was sent unto him out of the great glory, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And we heard this voice sent from heaven, when we were with him on the holy mountain. We have also the more sure word of prophecy, to which you do well to pay attention as to a torch shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. But first of all understand that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy was never brought by human will, but holy men of God spoke as they were inspired by the Holy Spirit".

It was William Cowper who said, "Sweet is the harp of prophecy; too sweet to be harmed by mere human touch."

Most prophets moved in an orbit of obscurity and anonymity. They did not project their personalities in the prophecy they proclaimed. Jeremiah and Hosea were the exception to this rule, which we will see when we study their books. Isaiah left us very little history about himself. In his book there are very few references to his life and ministry. In Isaiah 1:1, he gave us the time of his life: the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, all of them kings of Judah. In Isaiah 6, the prophet recorded his personal calling and the commission he received.

The days in which Isaiah prophesied were not the darkest in the kingdom of Judah, from an internal point of view. Uzziah and Hezekiah were progressive rulers who sought to serve God. But times were extremely difficult because of the threat of the formidable kingdom of Assyria in the north. The northern kingdom of Israel had already been driven into captivity.

Isaiah chapters 36 through 39 recorded the historical section of Isaiah's ministry during the crisis that occurred when the army of Assyria surrounded the city of Jerusalem. Apart from these few personal sections, Isaiah remained in the shadows, pointing to Another to come, the One who would be the light of the world.

There are those who think that Isaiah belonged to the royal family of David. This is only an assumption, and certainly cannot be proved. Likewise, it has been said that he was alluded to in Hebrews 11:37, as one of those who were sawn asunder.

Whether these assumptions are true or not, what is certain is that certain critics have "sawed" the prophet Isaiah as the author of this book. They have elaborated the unfortunate theory that there are several Isaiahs. According to this theory, the book was produced by anonymous writers, those who write for the profit of others, and these parts of Isaiah have been called "Second-Isaiah" and "Third-Isaiah". The book does not allow itself to be divided in this way, because the New Testament quotes from all sections of the book and recognizes only one Isaiah.

A friend of ours who has made an in-depth study of the scrolls discovered at the Dead Sea has told us that Isaiah is the scroll that researchers work with the most. There is a large section on Isaiah that is preserved intact, and only a single Isaiah has been discovered. Interestingly, the Lord led a young shepherd boy who descended to a certain place to discover a clay pot at Qumram, by the Dead Sea, and uncovered a scroll that has confounded critics. This fact that an archaeological discovery has thrown the critics off the scent has happened on several occasions, which shows that God is concerned with defending the integrity of His Word. In our next chapter we will expand on this theme of the unity of the book.

Isaiah's prophecy is strikingly similar to the organization of the entire Bible. This similarity can be seen in the following comparison:

THE BIBLE - ISAIAH

66 Books - 66 chapters

39 Books-Old Testament - 39 chapters - Law, government of God

27 Books-New Testament - 27 chapters -Grace, God's Salvation.

There are 66 direct quotations from Isaiah in the New Testament, although some have found 85 quotations and allusions to Isaiah in the New Testament. 20 of the 27 books of the New Testament have direct quotations. Isaiah is woven into the New Testament, just as a brightly colored thread is woven into a beautiful fabric. Isaiah is distinguishable and prominent in the New Testament. Isaiah is chiseled into the rock of the New Testament with the powerful tool of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah was used to reinforce and amplify the New Testament passages that speak of Christ.

The historical interlude, that is, chapters 36 to 39, leaves the elevated plateau of prophecy and descends into the record of history. Even the form of the language is different, it is expressed in prose form, instead of poetry.

The third and last division (chapters 40 to 56) returns to the poetic form but is in contrast to the first main section. In the first we have God's judgment and righteous rule; and in the last, we have God's grace, suffering, and the glory that will follow. Here it is all grace and glory. The opening plea, Comfort ye, of chapter 40:1, sets the mode and the rhythm.

It was this section that caused certain critics to postulate the Second Isaiah hypothesis. A change of subject does not necessarily indicate a change of author. It is interesting to remember that for almost two thousand years not a single voice was raised alluding to a Second Isaiah. The Evangelist John referred to this section as being written by Isaiah, as we can see in John 1:23. Also the Lord referred to this section as being written by Isaiah, as we can see in Luke 4:17-21. In addition, Philip used a chapter of this section to win the Ethiopian to Christ, as we can see in the book of Acts 8. And there are numerous other references that confirm the authorship of Isaiah.

Isaiah prophesied many local events. When Jerusalem was surrounded by the Assyrian army, Isaiah uttered a daring prophecy. Isaiah 37:33 says, "Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria; He shall not enter into this city, nor cast an arrow upon it: he shall not come before it with a shield, nor cast a bulwark against it." Let us also look at Isaiah's prophecy of Hezekiah's sickness, in Isaiah 38.

There are other prophecies that were not fulfilled during Isaiah's lifetime, but in actuality, they have already been fulfilled. In this category we have, for example, his prophecies about the city of Babylon. Isaiah 13:19-22 says: "And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory and pride of the Chaldeans, shall be like Sodom and Gomorrah, which God overthrew. It shall be inhabited no more, neither shall they dwell therein from generation to generation; the Arabian shall not pitch his tent there, neither shall the shepherds have their flocks there; but the wild beasts of the desert shall sleep there, and their houses shall be filled with ferrets; the ostriches shall dwell there, and the wild goats shall leap there. In their palaces shall the hyenas howl, and the jackals in their houses of delight. Their time is at hand; their days shall not be prolonged."

There have been later fulfillments related to Babylon, which are recorded in Isaiah 47. Excavations in Babylon have revealed the accuracy of these prophecies. A considerable extent of the walls of that city has been excavated. The culture of this great civilization is still impressive but has been reduced to dust and rubble, according to the record of the words of the prophet Isaiah. And this is one of many examples that could be presented. Other similar cases will come to our attention as we proceed in our study of this book.

The New Testament presents the Lord Jesus Christ as its theme, and for the same reason Isaiah presented the Lord Jesus Christ as his theme. Isaiah has been called the fifth Evangelist, and the book of Isaiah has been called the fifth Gospel. And in this connection his name has been linked with those of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The virgin birth of Christ, His character, His life, His death, His resurrection and His second coming to this earth are clearly and definitely present in these pages.

In the previous chapter, we briefly discussed the controversy raised by some scholars with respect to

The unity of the book of Isaiah

Some critics of the Biblical text have expounded the theory that the book was produced by anonymous writers, those who write for the profit of others, and have called those parts of Isaiah "Second-Isaiah" and "Third-Isaiah". The book does not give room to be fractioned in this way, because the New Testament quotes from all sections of the book and recognizes only one Isaiah. We believe that there are only arguments that support the unity of this book. The evidences that support its unity and integrity are of two types: external, that is, found in other books of the Bible or outside the Bible, and internal, found in the book itself.

1. First let's look at the internal evidence.

It is evident that some of the same terms are present in the text throughout the book. Among them we have, for example, "The Holy One of Israel," which is a title of God, appearing 12 times in chapters 1 to 39, and 14 times in chapters 40 to 66.

The theme of the "road" or "roadway" appears in several parts of the book. We will point out only the chapters: 11, 19, 35, 40 and 62.

The theme of the "remnant" or the "rest" of the people, appears in chapters 10, 11, 28, 37, and 46.

The establishment of righteousness is a theme that appears in the first division of the book, as well as in the third. Now, "peace" was mentioned 11 times in chapters 1 to 39, and 15 times in chapters 40 to 66. The word "joy" or "gladness" appears 13 times in chapters 1 to 39, and 19 times in chapters 40 to 66.

Theological unity also points to a single author. This theological factor constitutes firm evidence for those who believe that the Bible is the Word of God. Chapters 40 to 55 emphasize the fact that God will deliver His people from captivity in Babylon. Throughout the book God predicted that Cyrus would appear on the scene (44:28 - 45:1) and deliver the southern kingdom (Judah) from captivity. In chapters 40 through 55 we find the theological affirmation that God was speaking to His people about the return from exile in advance, so that when such an event occurred, they would believe in Him. In this way, there was a great difference between God and the gods of the other surrounding nations, because as the sovereign God, He could predict events. This supernatural ability proved His unique character in contrast to the false gods.

2. Second, let's look at the external evidence.

Jewish tradition has uniformly attributed the entire book to Isaiah. In the previous chapter, we referred to the fact that the Dead Sea manuscripts include a complete copy of the book of Isaiah, thus pointing to its acceptance as a single volume by the Qumram community, which resided in that area in the second century BC.

On the other hand, the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, presented no indication that the book of Isaiah existed in any other form than in a single volume.

And the Christian tradition, also uniformly, assumed that Isaiah's prophecy was a one-volume work. Until the 18th century, when critics began to challenge that idea.

The New Testament writers assumed that Isaiah was the author of the entire book. In the New Testament, all the major sections of Isaiah were quoted under the heading "Isaiah." The list of citations is numerous. And it is significant that Isaiah was mentioned by name 22 times in the New Testament, more than any other Old Testament prophet.

Jesus Christ Himself considered Isaiah to be the author of the whole book. When he was in the synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4:17-19) he was given, as that passage literally says, the book of the prophet Isaiah. And it is also said that having opened the book, he read a passage from Isaiah 61.

We will now present a

General outline

to observe this book as a whole and thus obtain a general perspective of the development of the themes it deals with. It would be useful for you to have your Bible open at this moment, to follow this quick tour through the book by yourself, to observe it as a whole and to appreciate the main details.

We find in the book three natural divisions. The first is entitled Judgment (presented in the form of poetry) and covers chapters 1 to 35. The second is a historical interlude, and extends from chapter 36 to 39 and the third, we have entitled Salvation, and is presented in the form of poetry. It extends from chapter 40 to 66.

Let us now look at the general structure of the first division, entitled Judgment (chapters 1 to 35). In this part we can contemplate the Sovereign seated on the throne. As its title indicates, Isaiah wrote extensively about the judgment that would come upon the kingdom of Judah (which was the southern kingdom) because of its failure to keep the Mosaic covenant. God's punishment would prove to the nation that He keeps His Word.

In chapter 1, we have a solemn call addressed to the universe to come to the courtroom to hear God's indictment against the nation of Israel.

In chapter 2, a preview of the future of Judah and Jerusalem is included.

Chapter 3 describes the current view of Judah and Jerusalem.

Chapter 4 is another preview of the future.

Chapter 5 contains the Parable of the Vineyard and threats against Israel.

Chapter 6 records the personal call to Isaiah and the commission given to the prophet.

Chapters 7 to 10 contain predictions of local and distant events. Here appears the hope of the future, personified in a child to come.

Chapters 11 and 12 describe a millennial kingdom.

Chapters 13 to 23 present prophecies against the surrounding nations. The idea here is that judgment will come upon all nations. It is that all the nations of the earth are guilty before a holy God. To a large extent, these prophecies have been fulfilled. In addition to God's judgment on the nations, the prophet wrote that Israel would be restored to her land, and would rule over the nations that had oppressed her. The Biblical text here mentions the following nations:

In chapters 13 and 14 we have Babylon. In chapters 15 and 16, Moab is mentioned. Chapter 17 is dedicated to Damascus. Chapter 18 refers to the land beyond the rivers of Ethiopia. Chapters 19 and 20 speak about Egypt. Chapter 21 includes Babylon, Edom and Arabia. Chapter 22 refers to the Valley of Vision and chapter 23 mentions Tyre.

Between chapters 24 to 34, they develop the kingdom, the process and the program by which the throne is established on earth. In the part dealing with the punishment and blessings of the kingdom (chapters 24 to 27) much is said about restoration. God will preserve His people (chapter 25) and will be praised by those who have been restored (chapter 26). Sin will be judged (chapter 27:1) and the remnant restored (chapter 27:2-6). It is emphasized that the judgment will have a purifying effect (chapter 27:7-13). Words of comfort are also included in the lamentation section (chapters 28-33).

Chapter 35, the last chapter of this division of the book, speaks of the kingdom, of the earthly blessings of the millennium.

Let us now look at the general structure of the second division, entitled Historical Interlude, comprised between chapters 36 and 39. This section is probably a prophetic figure of how God will deliver His people in the Great Tribulation.

Chapter 36 refers to King Hezekiah and the invasion of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, in relation to this part we can consult the historical details in 2 Kings 18 and 19 and 2 Chronicles 29 and 30.

Chapter 37 contains Hezekiah's prayer and the destruction of the army of the Assyrians.

Chapter 38 tells of Hezekiah's sickness, prayer and his healing from sickness.

And chapter 39, the last of this division, highlights Hezekiah's folly.

Finally, let us look at the general structure of the third division of the book, which we have entitled Salvation, presented in the form of poetry, and which extends from chapter 40 to 66. Just as the first portion of the book was filled with messages of judgment, this portion emphasizes restoration and liberation. In this division the revelation of the Savior in the place of suffering is emphasized. In this division there are three sections. The first two sections end with the expression There is no peace for the wicked. The three sections are divided as follows: chapters 40-48, 49-57, 58-66.

These promises of deliverance are centered on three events, distributed successively in these three sections: (1) The first event is the deliverance from captivity in Babylon (which had already been prophesied by Isaiah in chapter 39). This will be the main theme in the section from chapters 40 to 48, with King Cyrus being mentioned as the main deliverer. In this first section we find that the comfort of the Lord comes through the Servant. The polemic against idolatry is emphasized, and that help and hope only come through the Servant. In these chapters the prophet reminded the people of their future deliverance, because of the greatness of the Lord and the peculiar relationship of the Israelites with Him.

(2) The second event is the rejection and restoration of the Suffering Servant, which we find towards the middle of this second section, in the well-known chapters 52 and 53. In this second section, between chapters 49 to 57, the salvation of the Lord comes through the suffering of the Servant. This section can be subdivided into three parts: the first part (49 - 52:12) presents the Redeemer of the world, who is the Servant of God; the second part (52:13 - 53:12) highlights the Redemption achieved by the Suffering Servant, who is the Lamb of God; and the third part (54-57) presents the results of the redemption achieved by the Redeemer, who is the only Savior sent by God.

(3) And the third event is the consummation of God's restoration on behalf of Israel and the world. In this third section (chapters 58-66) the glory of the Lord comes through the suffering of the Servant. In chapters 58 and 59 it is emphasized that sin hinders the manifestation of God's glory. And in chapters 60-66, we see the Redeemer coming from Zion. In the culminating part of this third section we will see, specifically in chapters 61 to 63, the coming of the Messiah. And the conclusion is that nothing and no one can prevent the development and culmination of God's plans.

Isaiah 1:1-3

In the last two programs, we have been talking about the prophets and prophecy, and we have presented an introduction to this subject. We are now in our Bible study in the final section of the Old Testament, where we find the Prophetic Books. Today we want to talk in particular about the prophet Isaiah, and we want to mention something about his personal life as a prophet. Most prophets acted in an orbit of obscurity and anonymity. They did not project their personalities in the prophecies they presented. We believe that Jeremiah and Hosea were exceptions in this regard, and we will examine them in greater detail when we study those Books. But Isaiah mentioned very little about his personal data. There are very few references to his life and ministry.

The author and the date of his ministry

As for the author we can say that he was the son of Amoz (1:1). The name "Isaiah" means "The Lord is salvation". Although more is known about Isaiah than about most other prophets, information about him is still scarce. He probably resided in Jerusalem and had access to the royal court. According to tradition, he was a cousin of King Uzziah, although there is no evidence to support that option. But he had personal contact with at least two kings of Judah who were descendants of David: Ahaz and Hezekiah.

Isaiah was married (8:3) and had two sons. The year of his death is unknown, but it is possible that it occurred after Hezekiah's death in 686 B.C., during the reign of Manasseh, because Isaiah wrote a biography of Hezekiah, as we can see in 2 Chronicles 32:32. Isaiah's death would have occurred after the death of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, as can be deduced from Isaiah 37:38. Sennacherib's death took place in 681 BC. Considering that the prophet's ministry began sometime during the reign of Uzziah (who reigned between 790 and 739 B.C.) Isaiah prophesied for at least 58 years. That is, from 739 (the year of Uzziah's death) to 681, the date of Sennacherib's death.

According to a tradition of the second century A.D., Isaiah was martyred during the reign of Manasseh. Justin Martyr wrote that the prophet was sawn to death. If this tradition is true, he would be included with those martyrs mentioned in Hebrews 11:37.

Purpose of the book

From the general outline we presented in the previous chapter, we can deduce that the main purpose of the prophet Isaiah in writing this work was to remind his readers of the special relationship they had with God as members of the nation of Israel, which was the covenant community.

Like the other prophets whose writings are included in the Bible, Isaiah knew of the covenant between God and Abraham (Genesis 12, 15 and 17) in which God promised Israel that they would enjoy a special relationship with Him, that they would possess the land of Canaan, and that they would be a blessing to others.

Isaiah was also aware of the Mosaic Covenant, given to Israel at the time of the Exodus from Egypt, and repeated by Moses to the generation of Israelites when they were about to enter Palestine. In the book of Deuteronomy God, through Moses, had promised the people that, as members of the covenant community, they would enjoy His blessings if they lived in accordance with the Mosaic Covenant (Deuteronomy 28:1-14). But He also warned them that if they did not obey His commandments they would experience the curses specified in the covenant (Deuteronomy 28:15 - 68), including exile from the Promised Land.

However, because of the covenant with Abraham, in which God promised blessings to Israel and the world, Moses was able to affirm that, even after the people had been exiled, the Lord would one day bring them back to the land to be part of His kingdom.

So Isaiah appealed to the people of Judah to restore their relationship with God. He reminded his generation of their sinful life and warned them of the consequences that would come upon them.

Isaiah was aware that Judah was destined for exile, just as had happened to the northern kingdom. His prophecy then was addressed to two groups of people: first, to the people of his generation, who had turned away from the covenant obligations included in the law of Moses, and second, to the people of a future generation who would live in exile. To the first group the prophet called them to return to obedience and holiness of life, and to the second group, he consoled them with the certainty that God would restore them to their land and establish a kingdom of peace and prosperity.

The prophets Hosea and Micah were contemporaries of Isaiah. Many have noted the similarities in the message and vocabulary of Isaiah and Micah.

The book of Isaiah is the first of the 17 prophetic books of the Old Testament, not because it is the oldest but because it is the most complete in content.

Let us now consider the
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The theme of chapter 1, considered in its entirety, is God's accusation against the nation of Israel. This chapter is God's solemn call to the universe to appear in the courtroom to hear God's accusation against the Israelites.

Isaiah lived in a time of tension. In many respects it was a time of crisis in world history. Events happened that shook the world. Catastrophic judgments and cataclysms took place, and there was upheaval in the social order.

In the north a new nation arose, on its way to world domination. Assyria, the most brutal empire ever to throw its armies onto the battlefield, was marching resolutely toward world conquest. The northern kingdom of Israel had already been conquered and was held captive by the Assyrians. The southern kingdom of Judah was in a precarious condition and an Assyrian army of 185,000 soldiers was just outside the walls of Jerusalem.

In the midst of this desperate situation, in moments of great uncertainty, King Hezekiah entered the temple and turned to God in prayer. In response, God sent him a word of encouragement. He assured him that Assyria would never conquer the kingdom of Judah, the Assyrian army would never march through the streets of Jerusalem, and they would never cross the threshold of any gate of the city of the great King. But God was preparing another nation, which was Babylon, gathered on the banks of the Euphrates River. This nation would eventually conquer Judah and take the people into captivity unless they turned to God.

God was giving the kingdom of Judah another chance. To establish the justice of His cause, God summoned it to the tribunal, the court of His justice. He gave this people the opportunity to answer the accusation, to hear the verdict, and to surrender to the mercy, to the clemency of His court of justice. In these pages it is as if God is inviting us into the courtroom to see if He is just. And it is appropriate for this time and for this generation in which we live, to enter that courtroom to see God on the throne of judgment in this sensational scene.

In the mentality of the world system, God has been removed from the throne of judgment. He has been stripped of His royal authority, prerogative and privilege, and of the boundaries He established as the moral ruler of His universe. His name has been pushed to the ends of the earth and treated as if it were excess baggage. But it must be made clear that this is a blasphemous image of God. He is still the moral ruler of His universe. God is still on the throne of righteousness, He has not abdicated His throne, and He punishes sin.

The prophet Isaiah recorded the principles under which God judges the nations. God raises up the nations, brings them forth, and casts them down. The kingdoms of this world currently belong to Satan, but God rules and prevails over them. Throughout history, God has allowed great nations to arise, and He has also allowed Satan to use them. But when there comes a certain time in God's plans for certain nations to disappear from the scene, He removes them, in spite of Satan's power. Even God's own people, the Jews, are a testimony to the fact that He directs the affairs of the nations of the world.

There is an expression that comes to my mind over and over again, belonging to the song of Moses, which the Israelites sang when they crossed the Red Sea and which we find in Exodus 15:3. And it is the expression "The Lord is a warrior". And He certainly is, and He will not appease sin. God will not accept the white flag of surrender. He continues to press forward with a fury directly aimed at His goal, resolute and uncompromising. And there would be hope for man today if he could say, as Isaiah said in 6:1, "I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up."

Let us begin, then, the reading of this first chapter of the book of the prophet Isaiah, with the first verse, which reads:

"The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah."

First, let us note that this was a vision about Judah and Jerusalem. Although the prophecy refers directly to a specific people and a specific city, it has great application to any people on earth and we would do well to listen to this message and heed it.

It says here in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. Uzziah, the tenth king of the kingdom of Judah, contracted leprosy because he intruded into the holy place of the temple, an action that was not permitted even to the king. Nevertheless, Uzziah was considered a good king. Jotham, his son, who succeeded him on the throne, was also a good king. But Ahaz, Uzziah's grandson, was a bad king. Finally, Hezekiah, the last of the kings mentioned here, was a good king. He was the king who asked God that his life be prolonged and God granted him that wish. To have asked for that privilege was probably a mistake on Hezekiah's part, because many regrettable events occurred during the last years of his life, events that really were the ruin of his kingdom.

Let us continue reading verse 2 of this first chapter of Isaiah:

"Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord speaks: I have brought up children and made them great, but they have rebelled against me."

Here we can see that God began this prophecy in a majestic way. This was God's general judgment or opinion against Judah. As we said earlier, it was as if He was summoning the world into the courtroom to hear the legal process to which He subjected His people. God does nothing in a corner or in the dark. This language is strangely familiar to the way Deuteronomy 32 began, where it says, "Hear, O heavens, and I will speak; let the earth hear the words of my mouth." When God placed the nation of Israel in the land, after He had brought them out of the land of Egypt, He laid down the conditions under which He was giving them that inheritance in the Promised Land. And in the passage we have read in Deuteronomy, He was calling the created intelligences of the heavens and the earth to witness those conditions.

At this point in our story, after five hundred years, God said, "I raised up children and made them great, but they rebelled against me." He was ready to take them from the land he had given them and send them into captivity in Babylon. So He summoned the intelligent beings of the universe to witness that He is just and right in His dealings with His people. His charge against them was that of rebellion. The condition upon which they had been permitted to dwell in that land was obedience. But they were disobedient and, according to the law of Moses, when a man had a rebellious son, that son was to be stoned to death. So God's accusation against them was very serious. As children of God, they had rebelled against the law that He had given to Moses. In the book of Deuteronomy 21:18-21, we can read the law in force for an incorrigible son. It read, "18If anyone has a stubborn and rebellious son, who does not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and who does not obey them even when he chastises them, 19his father and mother shall take him and bring him before the elders of his city, to the gate of the place where he lives, 20and they shall say to the elders of the city, 'This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious, he does not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard. 21Then all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, and he shall die. Thus you shall put away evil from among you, and when all Israel shall know it, they shall fear."

This was what the law provided for the prodigal son. When the crowd heard Christ tell the parable of the prodigal son, they were dumbfounded when He said that his father ordered his servants to kill the fatted calf for a feast, instead of killing his son. When the prodigal son arrived home, he asked his father for forgiveness, and even before he had finished his confession, his father clasped him in his arms, kissed him and forgave him. So, instead of a whipping or worse punishment, the son was treated to a great feast. God is not only just, but also compassionate, merciful; but the rebellion of a son is a serious matter and the Bible has much to say about it.

In order to emphasize His accusation and break the tension of the courtroom, God was pleased to use some sense of humor. We trust that you will perceive humor in some parts of the Bible; if you do, you will enjoy reading it more. We believe that when we get to eternity and have passed the age of sin on this earth, and have reached the end of the program that God is developing in the present period, as it is popularly said, we are going to have a good time. We believe that we are going to laugh a lot and we are going to enjoy funny situations. And it doesn't hurt Christians to have the right sense of humor. God has placed humor in the Bible and no one should find it disrespectful to acknowledge this reality. For God wants us, in all aspects of life, to enjoy the Christian life.

Let us continue reading verse 3 of this first chapter of Isaiah:

"The ox knows his owner, and the ass his master's crib; Israel does not understand, my people have no knowledge."

This verse is a satire. The two animals that were used in the illustration do not exactly have the reputation of being very intelligent. Neither the ox nor the donkey has a high IQ. However, despite their limitations, these animals are intelligent enough to know who is feeding them.

Sometimes, like us, you will have observed a donkey. On one occasion we saw a farmer arriving at a country store with a donkey, which he would leave outside at the start of his working day. While the owner was away, the neighborhood children would ride him. And the donkey did not pay the slightest attention to them. Later, the donkey's owner would come looking for him and when he approached, the donkey would perk up his ears. It knew its owner. He knew who was going to feed him that night.

However, with many people the opposite happens, because they are not intelligent enough to be aware that God provides for all their needs. They do not know that He feeds them. This is an unfortunate commentary on a sophisticated generation that believes it no longer needs God.

In the passage we have just read God said: The ox knows his owner, and the ass his master's crib; Israel does not understand, my people have no knowledge. Those who do not accept the Biblical account of creation maintain that human beings are descended from animals. It would be more appropriate to say that man acts like animals. In fact, it could be claimed that some animals surpass some people in intelligence. In such cases it would seem that animals are descended from human beings, because they behave as if they had reached a better evolutionary state than many. And we have not considered other aspects of human behavior such as brutality, the capacity for self-destruction, and for destroying the environment and natural resources. We speak in this way because we recognize that the human being has fallen very low and does not seem to want to get out of his state of spiritual prostration. Truly, the words that the Lord said at the opening of the session in the courtroom about which we have read, invite us to think, make us reflect seriously on the situation that many people have reached in their estrangement from God.
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In our last program we simply opened the book of Isaiah. We read up to verse 3 of the first chapter. Here we have a tremendous beginning because God is revealed to us in the courtroom of this universe. He is here calling all the intelligent beings that He has created to hear that what He is going to do is just and right. We see Him now as the Judge of all the earth, and here He is the Judge of His own people, the nation He called to Himself. Let us begin our reading today with verse 4 of this first chapter of Isaiah:

"O sinful people, a people laden with wickedness, a generation of evildoers, depraved children, they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel to anger, they have turned back!"

We see God as the Judge of all the earth and of His own people Israel. It seems strange to think of God as a judge, because in the mindset of the world system, God has been removed from the throne of judgment. He has been stripped of His royal authority, prerogative and privilege, and of the boundaries He set as the moral ruler of His universe. His name has been pushed to the ends of the earth and treated as if it were excess baggage. We do not mean to be irreverent today when we say that modern teaching has given us a completely deformed conception of God. He has been characterized as a kindly and sentimental old man. This is the general concept that many have of God today, but the Bible does not describe Him in this way. God is going to judge this Universe one day, just as He has judged His own people, and this should serve as a warning, not only to nations but also to individuals.

Israel was described here as a people laden down with wickedness and those words "laden down with wickedness" shed much light on that personal invitation which the Lord Jesus proclaimed in the New Testament. As we read in Matthew 11:28, He said, "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." And so we know what He meant: "heavy laden with evil". This was the condition of the people of Israel. And today this same invitation is extended to all those who are bearing the burden of sin, to bring their burden and leave it upon Him, that they may find rest, the rest of redemption.

In this verse God expressed the condition of Israel. They were apostates, they had turned away from God, and they were a people laden with wickedness. And consequently, God was going to point out in detail the accusation He brought against them.

This reminds us of the philosophy of human government through which God operates. This system was presented to us in the book of Judges, and we can see this cycle of the history of human government operating in the nations. In the book of Judges we saw Israel serving God, being blessed by God and prospering. And in their prosperity, they began to turn away from God and eventually gave themselves over to idolatry. They went into rebellion against God; in fact, they forgot Him. They fell into the hands of their enemies and then cried out to God to deliver them. When they turned to God, He delivered them from the oppression of their enemies and restored them to a position of blessing. This historical scene was repeated cyclically throughout the Scriptural account, and history has confirmed the fact that there are three steps in the process of the fall of any nation. First there is religious apostasy, then there is moral decay, and finally political anarchy. Now, there are many people who pay no attention to this cycle, until the stage of political anarchy is reached. Then they start clamoring for a change of government, and calling for a new system to be adopted. Now the basic problem is not in the system of government. The problem in Jerusalem at that time was not in the royal palace. The problem was inside the temple. The difficulties begin when there is spiritual apostasy. Apostasy is the abandonment of the faith.

Let us continue reading verses 5 to 7 of this first chapter of Isaiah:

"Why will you still want to be punished, will you still rebel? Every head is sick, and every heart is sore. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in him, but a wound, and a swelling, and a rotten sore; they are not healed, neither bound up, nor mollified with oil. Your land is destroyed, your cities are burned with fire, your land before you is devoured by strangers and laid waste as the desolation of strangers".

What God said in these verses was absolutely true. There was moral decadence and political anarchy, but God did not intervene, He stood aloof. This was not yet the accusation He brought against them. Let us listen to what verses 8 and 9 say:

"And the daughter of Zion is left as a bough in a vineyard, as a hut in a melon grove, as a desolate city. If the Lord of hosts had not left us a small remnant, we would have been like Sodom, like Gomorrah".

In other words, if there had not been a faithful remnant, God would have destroyed Israel as He did Sodom and Gomorrah. But there has always been a remnant of God's people. And that remnant exists today. And there is a remnant today: there are Christians scattered all over the world. And verse 10 says:

"Princes of Sodom, hear the word of the Lord! Hear the law of our God, O people of Gomorrah!"

Here God was explaining it in detail. The whole problem consisted of a spiritual apostasy. Verse 11 says:

"For what do I profit by the multitude of your sacrifices, says the Lord? I am weary of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fat animals; I do not want the blood of oxen or sheep or goats."

God specified His accusations against His people. He had laid His hand on a concrete matter, and He was going to demonstrate the particular point on which they were wrong. God pointed His finger at the best that the kingdom of Judah had, and not at the worst. He showed them what was very wrong. Israel had a religion given by God and a ritual established by God, in a temple built by God. But they were acting badly in that which represented the best they had. They were bringing sacrifices and performing the ritual according to the letter of the Law, but their hearts were in rebellion against God. Their religion was not affecting their behavior. Frankly, this is a very topical problem among believers in our time. Many of us have reached a point where we have a certain form of piety, of devotion, but we reject the power that exists in it. Let us continue reading verses 12 and 13:

"Who asks this at your hands, when you come to present yourselves before me to trample my courts? Bring me no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me. New moon, Sabbath, and the calling of assemblies, I cannot suffer it: your solemn feasts are iniquity!"

Here we can see that even that which God has commanded becomes useless when the heart is not involved in it, and when it does not affect the conduct of the believer.

If the Lord Jesus came to your church next Sunday, would He have anything to say on your behalf? Would He congratulate you on your faithfulness to Him? Would He tell you how much He appreciates your interest and spiritual participation in the Christian community meetings, and in what you give Him? I am afraid not. He who has feet like "the luster of burnished brass," whose eyes are "as a flame of fire" (Daniel 10:6, Revelation 1:14-16 and Proverbs 5:4) will not be able to say anything on our behalf. We believe that most of us will be told that all our outward form, all our eloquent testimonies and professions expressed in public, bother him, displease him. Rather, He would tell us that we need to repent and come to Him with a humble attitude. Surely in these words addressed to His people there is a warning to many Christians and churches. Fundamentally, our present difficulties have a spiritual origin; and until a professing Christian repents and experiences true spiritual renewal, there is no hope for many churches or Christian congregations.

Let us continue reading verses 15 to 17 of this first chapter of Isaiah:

"When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; and when you make many prayers, I will not hear; your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves and make yourselves clean, put away the iniquity of your deeds from before my eyes, cease to do evil, learn to do good, seek justice, help the wronged, do justice to the fatherless, protect the widow".

It is as if God is telling us that we are nothing more than a group of false people, that we approach His presence as if we were really genuine, that we make our sacrifices, we fulfill certain rituals, but that all of this has absolutely no spiritual meaning for us. Here in this passage we see that God clearly expressed His accusation against those people. They were guilty of apostasy, which had led to moral decadence and political anarchy in the nation. God had summoned Israel to the courtroom and had demonstrated His indictment against them. Israel was like an accused prisoner awaiting sentence in court. God could now move to punish them.

But even at a time like this, belatedly, almost out of time, God was willing to settle this case out of court. It is as if He said to Israel "Don't go to court against me because you will lose out". The Judge had something else to say, and we were greatly surprised at what He said next. Let's listen to him in verse 18 of this first chapter of Isaiah:

"Come now, saith the Lord, and let us reason together: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool."

God is telling the kingdom of Judah not to force him to pass sentence, to settle the matter outside the courtroom. Let us remember that this is what the Lord Jesus Christ said in Matthew 5:25, "Agree with thine adversary quickly, while thou art with him in the way". In other words, let us not wait until he brings us before the judgment seat. God has a secret formula, a divine alchemy, a potent recipe, a powerful potion, a heavenly elixir that removes sin. It is not a secret formula, like that of a nuclear bomb, but it is more potent and can achieve a marvelous and incredible transformation. In chapter 53 of this book of Isaiah we will be able to contemplate the One who was more marred, who suffered more, and who died differently, who was wounded for our transgressions. And since He paid the debt, the punishment, the Judge can now offer us His compassion and mercy. The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, continues to cleanse us from all sin.

So this was God's accusation against His people, and this was the basis upon which they could turn to Him. If they would turn to God, He would preserve the nation. Historically we see that He would give them almost a hundred years. Then, if they did not return to Him and change their behavior, He would send them into captivity.

In his book "The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire", historian Gibbon presented five reasons that caused the decline and fall of that great world empire. As the first step towards decadence, he mentioned that the dignity and sanctity of the home, which is the basis of human society, was undermined. The second step was the establishment of higher and higher taxes and an increase in public spending to provide free bread and circuses for the people. The third step was that a wild mania for pleasures and sports became fashionable, and each year they became more exciting, more brutal and immoral. The fourth step was to engage in an arms race, including the formation of large armies, when the real enemy was within the empire itself. And the fifth step was the decay of religion, which became a mere external form, losing its contact with life, and losing its power to guide the people.

It is evident, and history has shown in many nations, that the decadence of a country begins with a spiritual apostasy, which is followed by moral deterioration, resulting in political anarchy.

James Reston, in the Wall Street Journal, some time ago, showing the difference between public statements and what many say in private, said: "In public, they talk about how wonderful the future looks, but in private conversations, one begins to hear doubts that mortal man is capable of solving or controlling the political, social and economic problems that life has set before him".

Let's look at what others have indicated. A history professor in Salzbury, North Carolina, said: "The great American dream is fading amidst terrible realities, and with visible signs of a decline in our contemporary society. If one takes a look at religious and political history, one can see this deterioration today.

On the other hand, the growing aggressiveness of people is manifested in all orders of human activity and coexistence. Now, what shall we say about moral decadence? The word corruption is already heard too many times in the media, in view of the increase of people who take advantage of the exercise of political power to enrich themselves. The increase in criminality is undeniable. Especially in the big cities there is a growing concern for citizen security. Millions of young people have been infected by social diseases, including AIDS, which to date has caused the death of millions of people. Many people have taken refuge in alcoholism, which instead of satisfaction causes them serious physical and mental deterioration. The number of suicides has never been so high. It is also worth noting the increase in violence in schools between students, and from students to teachers. The family seems to be diluted and ceases to be the pillar of society, with family conflict, the relaxation of relations between family members and the increase in the number of divorces. In addition, there have never been so many cases of domestic violence. We can see that there has been a big step down in this moral decadence. And what about spiritual decadence? Dr. Walter Thompson of the University of Akron said, "In
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