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            Before You Read

          

        

      

    

    
      This book is for intermediate-level readers. Almost all of the vocabulary is at the B1 level. However, some specialized vocabulary is used too.

      You can learn these words before you read, or you can refer back to this section as necessary. You can also use a dictionary to check some words while you read, or figure out what words mean by thinking about the rest of the sentence. However, we recommend reading through the example sentences and notes below before beginning the book, no matter what vocabulary strategy you use.

      Basketball

      
        	offence: The offence of a team are the players who are the attackers. They attack and try to score.

        	defence: The defence of a team is made up of defenders. Their job is to defend their basket from the other team’s offence.

        	practice: To be good at basketball, a player has to practice a lot, by repeating different moves so that she gets better and better.

        	pass: When playing basketball, the players pass the ball from one player to another; one player throws the ball, and her team member catches it. There are thousands of passes in a basketball game.

        	bounce: In basketball, you cannot run with the ball. You have to bounce the ball on the ground while you are moving.
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        a basketball bouncing

      

      
        	dribble: In basketball, bouncing the ball on the ground while running at the same time is called dribbling.

        	championship: This is a competition to find the best player or team in a particular sport. A person who wins is a champion. If a team wins, they are all champions.

      

      
        	cup: A cup is something you drink tea out of, but a large metal cup is also the prize for a team or player that wins a championship.
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        a championship cup

      

      
        	quarter final, semi-final, final: When there are eight teams left in a competition, they play the quarter finals (four matches, or games). When there are four teams left, they play the semi-finals (two matches). When there are only two teams left, that is the final.

      

      Advertising

      
        	advertise: When a company advertises, they pay money so that people see their products and (the company hopes!) buy them. You can advertise on television, radio, newspapers, online – or on the shirts that sports stars wear. The noun form is advertisement, or ad for short.

        	sponsor: If a company sponsors a team, they give some money to that team. This helps the team, but is also a form of advertising for the company.

        	sponsorship: Many sports clubs look for sponsorship, so a company will give them money in return for letting the company advertise their products with the help of the club.

        	persuade: To make someone do or believe something. For example, an advertisement tries to persuade you to buy a product.

      

      Discussion questions

      Talk about these ideas with a friend or classmate, or just think about them yourself before you read.

      
        	What do you know about basketball? Do you know any top stars? Do you ever watch basketball games live or on TV?

        	What does a coach do for a sports team? How important is it to have a good coach?

        	In some sports, such as Formula 1 racing, the cars and drivers are covered in advertising. How do you feel about this?

        	If you ran a successful company, would you want to sponsor a sports team? Why or why not?

        	If you ran a sports club, what kind of business would you want as a sponsor? Are there any businesses that you wouldn’t want?

        	Some TV companies say that they don’t show women’s basketball very often because it isn’t popular. Other people believe women’s basketball isn’t as popular as men’s basketball because it’s not shown on TV very often. Which do you think is true?
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      “So, I’m afraid things don’t look good for the future. Waterbridge Sports Club is losing money—a lot of money. Unless things change for the better in the near future, the club may have to close.” The President of the club looked at the eleven members of the committee. “Has anyone got any ideas for how to save the club?”

      When none of the regular committee members spoke, Madeline Flowers coughed gently.

      “Ah, Mrs Flowers. Do you have any ideas on how to save Waterbridge Sports Club?”

      “Well, I’m not sure,” began Mrs Flowers who was clearly nervous talking to the committee for the first time, “but I have a suggestion.”

      The President and the eleven members of the committee looked at Madeline Flowers. She was in her forties and was still an attractive woman. She smiled at the committee members before continuing.

      “As many of you probably know, I have a small company here in Waterbridge, Bango Burgers Unlimited. I was wondering if it would be possible for Bango Burgers Unlimited to give some money to the Waterbridge Sports Club.”

      The President smiled at Mrs Flowers. “That is most kind of you, Mrs Flowers. We are most grateful.”

      “Some of you may know that I have a son, Peter. However, I don’t think you know that I once had a daughter.” Mrs Flowers reached into her handbag and pulled out a handkerchief. She blew her nose loudly before continuing. “Pauline was fifteen when she died. The doctors said she was lucky to live so long. She’d had problems with her heart all her life. But that didn’t stop her living life to the fullest.”

      The committee listened in complete silence.

      “Her first and only love was basketball. She played it every day. She watched videos of all her favourite teams. She even slept with a basketball in her arms!” Mrs Flowers stopped speaking while she wiped a tear from her eye. “I was hoping that I could sponsor the women’s basketball team, the Waterbridge Wildcats, in memory of Pauline Flowers. Some kind of sponsorship.”

      “That’s a very kind offer, Mrs Flowers. I’m sure the Wildcats will be very happy with any amount of money your company could give.”

      “Of course, I’ll have to talk to the directors of the company. I’ll have to ask them very nicely, but I was hoping that we could offer around twenty-five thousand pounds a year.”

      “Twenty-five thousand pounds!” repeated the President. “That’s a lot of money. Are you sure...”

      “I’m sure that Pauline is watching us today. And I’m sure that she’s happy to see that I’m supporting the sport that she loved so much.”
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      “Okay, girls, today I want to look at your defence. It’s not bad, but I think it could be better.”

      Alice Brooks, coach of the Waterbridge Wildcats, took a basketball and walked onto the court. The players sat on the benches at the side. “Okay, Jenny, try to score. I’ll try to stop you.”

      Alice threw the ball to Jenny Hill. Jenny bounced the ball in front of her and moved slowly towards her coach. Alice put out both hands to stop Jenny moving past. Jenny continued to bounce the ball in front of her, waiting for the right moment. Suddenly she ran to the right, jumped, and threw the ball right through the basket.

      “I guess I’m getting a little old for this game,” said Alice as she joined the team at the benches. “I know what to do, I just can’t do it like I did when I was younger.”

      “Don’t worry about it, Alice,” said Jenny. “You’ve taught us a lot, and there’s a lot more we can learn from you.”

      “It’s nice of you to say that, Jenny. I hope you’re right.”

      “I’m always right, Alice. Haven’t you noticed?”

      Alice and the players laughed together. “Okay, come on, team. Get out there and show me the best defence in the world.”
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      “Hi, Tony, can I give you a lift home?”

      “Oh, hi, Jeff. Thanks very much—if it’s no trouble?”

      “No trouble at all. Jump in!”

      “What did you think of that little talk by Mrs Flowers this evening?”

      “Very interesting. I saw the President brush a little tear from his eye when she told us about Pauline.”

      “He wasn’t the only one,” said Tony. “It must be very difficult for her. I think she’s a very special woman.”

      “You haven’t fallen in love with her already, I hope!”

      “No, no, it’s nothing like that. Don’t forget, I’m a married man. But she is an attractive woman, isn’t she?”

      “Very. I wonder what her secret is. Do you think it’s Bango Burgers, Tony?”

      “I don’t know, I’ve never had one. But perhaps we should all start eating them. If she’s going to support the club, then maybe we should start supporting her company.”

      “That reminds me,” said Jeff. “Do you remember she mentioned that she would have to speak to the directors of her company?”

      “Yes.”

      “I was wondering… do you know any of the directors? I was thinking we could ask them to support Mrs Flowers.”

      “I don’t think so, but I’ll keep my ears open. I’ll do anything I can to help Madeline Flowers and the Women’s Basketball Team.”

      “Maybe a small part of you really has fallen in love with her, Tony.”

      “It’s not love,” said Tony seriously. “It’s simply a natural feeling for a very warm and caring woman.”

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Chapter Three

          

        

      

    

    
      “Get your feet off the sofa, you lazy dog! Where’s my dinner?”

      “Hi, Mum. Sorry, I must have fallen asleep. What time is it?”

      “It’s half past seven, and I’m hungry!”

      Madeline Flowers went into her kitchen and started looking for something to eat. Peter Flowers followed her slowly, still half asleep.

      “So how did it go then, Mum?”

      “How did what go?” said Mrs Flowers as she attacked a tin of beans with a tin opener.

      “Your meeting with the committee.”

      Mrs Flowers smiled. “Not bad. Your Mum is not as stupid as she looks.”

      “So what did you tell them?”

      “I told them that Bango Burgers is going to give the Waterbridge Wildcats twenty-five thousand pounds a year.”

      “Who are the Waterbridge Wildcats?”

      “That’s the stupid name they’ve given to the women’s basketball team.”

      “So Bango Burgers is going to give the Waterbridge Wildcats twenty-five thousand pounds a year?”

      Mrs Flowers nodded.

      “Er, Mum?”

      “Yes, dear Peter?”

      “Why are you going to give the Waterbridge Wildcats twenty-five thousand pounds a year?”

      “Peter Flowers, where were you when they gave out brains?”

      Peter pulled a face at his mother.

      “It’s called sponsorship!” said Mrs Flowers as she put her tin of baked beans into a saucepan. “The company gives them money, and in return, they advertise the company. It’s simple - a bit like you, Peter.”

      “How are they going to advertise Bango Burgers?”

      Mrs Flowers lit the gas on her stove and put the saucepan on the stove. “Have you seen Manchester United play recently?”

      “Yeah, they were on TV last night.”

      “Did you see anything written on the chest of every United player?”

      “Ah,” said Peter. “You want the women in the team to wear advertising for Bango Burgers on the front of their shirts?”

      “You’re as stupid as you look, Peter, but this time you got it right,” said Mrs Flowers as she took out two pieces of white bread from a plastic bag.

      Peter smiled. “So what did the committee say?”

      “No problem. I told them I would have to ask the directors.”

      “The directors! What directors?”

      “Well, there’s you… and there’s Mad Mike.”

      “Mad Mike? A director? Ha!”

      Mad Mike was a worker at Bango Burgers. It was his job to get as much meat as possible from the bones. He worked with a number of very sharp knives for eight hours every day in the factory. People said that his only friends were dogs, which wasn’t surprising as he always smelled of blood and meat.

      “Yeah, I’ll ask Mad Mike if it’s okay for Bango Burgers to sponsor the women’s basketball team. I hope he says yes.”

      “What will you do if he says no?”

      Mrs Flowers laughed. “He won’t say no. He wouldn’t want me to tell the police about him stealing money from the office.”

      “Did Mad Mike steal money from the office?”

      “Well, we’ll say he did if he doesn’t agree to the sponsorship.”

      “Oh, Mum, you can be a very cruel woman at times.”

      “Well, Peter, there are times when you have to be cruel to be kind.”
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      “So, Mrs Flowers, did you have time to speak to the directors of Bango Burgers Unlimited?”

      “Yes, I did. We haven’t had a full meeting yet, but I’ve spoken to them all individually. Most of them like the idea of sponsorship.”

      “That’s wonderful, Mrs Flowers. You said ‘most of them’. Do you think there could be any problems?”

      “Well, one director in particular said that he would like to see some kind of advertising on the girls’ shirts.”

      “Advertising?” said the President of the club, as though Mrs Flowers had said a dirty word.

      “Yes. He said couldn’t agree with the sponsorship unless the girls advertised Bango Burgers on their shirts. I tried talking to him. I told him about Pauline, but...” Mrs Flowers stopped and took her handkerchief out of her bag.

      “It’s a hard world we live in, Mrs Flowers,” said the President. “We understand this must be very difficult for you.”

      Mrs Flowers nodded and wiped her eyes. “Perhaps it is the only way,” she said quietly. “Perhaps if the committee agreed that the girls could wear some advertising, then I’m sure all the directors of Bango Burgers would agree to the sponsorship. After all, I think it’s a small price to pay for doing what Pauline would want.”

      That did it. Of the twelve members of the committee, only three were against advertising. For the first time in the history of the Waterbridge Sports Club, players would wear advertising
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