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Arcadian-6

Nexus System

Sergeant Lance crouched behind several boulders that were jutting out on the surface. Behind him were several hills, where his section of soldiers had been dropped off by a UTC shuttle. The descent had been without any incident, which had been a relief. Lance was breathing hard, as his eyes scanned over his section. All the soldiers were young and green. The matte-gray armor they were wearing shone in the night sky while they moved their heads around in their HUDs. 

Just like his one. 

His section had been ordered to head out to Arcadian-6 ever since the Reku aliens had taken over the planet. The latest update was that the UTC base had been overrun by squadrons of Reku fighter ships. The UTC base supposedly had been reduced to rubble. When news had emerged about it, many of the soldiers around Lance had been left speechless. It was the first time an entire UTC base had been destroyed by an enemy. Many had wondered how many casualties there had been, but no one had chosen to hazard a guess. Lance suspected it was in the hundreds. Just thinking of it then had left him with a rising anger.

Lance flicked his eyes over his section again. Their orders were crystal clear. To infiltrate Greenville, the city where the UTC base had been housed, and get a visual on the situation on the ground. Adrenaline was pumping through his veins. He had signed up for the military for situations like this. And he relished it being his first deployment onto the battlefield.

Lance continued to scan ahead using his HUD. No movement caught his attention. From this vantage point he observed plumes of smoke rising across the southern part of the city of Greenville. Most of the structures appeared to have crumbled.  Once a vibrant human city, Greenville was now a shell that had been gutted by the Reku invasion forces. It was Lance’s first visit to Arcadian-6. Prior to this he and his section always stayed at the barracks on Arcadian-4. Private Morrison came up to him. “Sir, it looks pretty bad out there.”

“Affirmative, but we’re going to have to get closer to find out more information.”

When the shuttle had been launched from a UTC cruiser in orbit, the Captain had informed Lance that there had been no signs of any Reku vessels around the planet. That was strange. After Arcadian-6 and Greenville had fallen to the Reku aliens, UTC had lost contact with the planet. Several attempts had been made to try and reestablish contact but all of it had failed. That had led UTC to divert one of its vessels to the planet, which led Lance and his section to the first boots on the ground. 

“What are your orders, sir?” Private Morrison asked. 

“Private, ask Jameson to take half the section and head towards the northernmost point of Greenville. I’ll take the other half of the section into the southernmost area of the city.”

Morrison acknowledged him and left his side. Soon, the section had been split into two halves. Lance signaled to Jameson, who began trudging away with the soldiers. Lance watched them disappear from his sight. He then turned to Morrison and his remaining soldiers. “Move out!”

A while later, Lance stopped behind a burnt-out building that had once belonged to Greenville. It wasn’t even a building any longer. Only two walls were left standing. The scorch marks were proof of how intense the Reku orbital bombardment had been. Lance grazed his fingers over the wall. “Does anyone see any of the aliens?”

“Negative,” Morrison replied.

That was troubling. The Reku aliens were somewhere. Lance felt it in his gut. He doubted that the Reku aliens would’ve withdrawn from Arcadian-6. UTC Intelligence indicated that the aliens were planning on using the planet as a staging area. Lance was here to make sure that didn’t happen. If the Reku aliens got a strong foothold in Arcadian-6, that could tip the scale of the war. Lance peeked around the wall. Burning structures stood ahead of him, many of them with shattered glass clinging onto window frames.

Morrison came up to Lance. “I’m getting a few heat signatures.”

“Where?”

“Ten meters ahead of us to the left. They could be survivors.”

Somehow Lance doubted the Reku aliens would’ve let human survivors roam about the devastated city. “It could also be a trap. Stay sharp.”

“Affirmative.”

Lance signaled to his men and women, and they moved out from behind the burnt walls, taking slow, deliberate steps. They were now walking in between a row of burnt-out buildings. It was an eerie feeling, seeing the remnants of Greenville up close. Lance’s HUD picked up a small alleyway to the left. Morrison pointed at it. Lance’s body stiffened, as he slowed down.

Reaching the edge of the alleyway, Lance stopped, keeping his weapon leveled in front of him. He slammed his body against the wall and inched forward. He then peered around the corner of the wall. His eyes widened. A distance down the dead-end alleyway was a man on his knees with his hands raised up. Between him were two Reku aliens with their weapons pointed at him. Every fiber in Lance’s body wanted to jump out, guns blazing. But he couldn’t do that. He needed a quick plan. Lance motioned to Morrison who came up beside him and glanced into the alleyway. Lance pulled out two smoke grenades. “When the smoke appears, I want you to head to the opposite side of the alleyway and take out the Reku alien on your side.”

“Do we even know if our weapons can take them out?” Morrison asked.

Lance bit his lip. “We’re about to find out.”

He had no intelligence on the effectiveness of their weapons, but these weapons had worked against other aliens and pirates in the past. The Reku aliens would be no different. At least, Lance hoped so.

“On my count. Three. Two. One.”

Lance hurled the grenades into the alleyway.
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UTC Central

Arcadian-1

Captain Kari was pacing up and down the smaller meeting room she had been shoved into after the attack by the Reku aliens. The fact that the Reku aliens had been able to penetrate the shield around UTC Central and grab General Clarence was shocking. UTC Central had the most advanced shields of any place throughout UTC. Captain Reyes had told Kari to stay put no matter what. Kari struggled trying to be patient. How could she stay put when General Clarence was out there somewhere in the hands of the Reku aliens? Why did the Reku aliens choose to abduct the General? Was it a new strategy? None of that was important. The Reku aliens had escalated the invasion by abducting the top UTC military leader. Kari stopped walking and stood, staring out at the desert terrain through the only window of the meeting room. It had been so fortunate that the UTC Council members hadn’t been physically present at the meeting. If not, Kari wasn’t sure what would’ve happened. It’s possible the Reku aliens may have chosen to kill the UTC Council members. If that had occurred, it would’ve been a colossal loss. The door opened and Reyes stepped inside with a frown on her face. 

“What’s going on out there?” Kari asked, unable to control her frustration.

She didn’t care if she appeared impatient and unhinged in front of Reyes.

“It’s chaotic,” Reyes said in a quiet voice, as she took a seat at the table. 

Kari plopped down opposite Reyes. “Tell me.”

Reyes ran her fingers over her hair. “I don’t know what happened, but the General is nowhere to be found.”

“Did they scan the entire base?”

“We did.”

“Was there a Reku vessel in orbit?” 

“I had the operations center run through their sensors but there’s nothing in orbit.”

Kari slammed her fist on the table. Something was wrong here. General Clarence and the Reku aliens couldn’t have just vanished into thin air. They had to be somewhere. Reyes gave her a pointed look. “We need to remain calm. My people are doing their best to find the General.”

Kari tried her best to keep her emotions in check, but it was hard. “It’s not good enough, Reyes. The General could be ...”

Reyes cut in. “I know. I added more men and women to help in the search.”

Kari’s lips released a heavy sigh. “What about the UTC Council members?”

“Ah. That’s a whole different problem.”

“What are they saying now?”

Reyes paused for a long moment. Kari knew well enough that the UTC Council didn’t like her. 

“Reyes, just say it. I can take it.”

“They think you’re the reason that General Clarence was abducted.”

Kari’s jaw dropped. “What!”

When Kari had been working under General Clarence, she had heard many things from the UTC Council. But this beat them all. 

“I told them that makes no sense. But some of them were adamant that you drew the Reku aliens to General Clarence.”

“Only some of them?”

Reyes grimaced. “It’s mainly Senator Griffiths, who’s leading the charge against you. She’s too vocal.”

“She never liked me then and there’s no reason to believe she’s changed now,” Kari mumbled.

Reyes cocked her head. “I’m surprised she’s been against you all this time.”

“I still remember the first day that General Clarence brought me to a council meeting. He introduced me to everyone, and Senator Griffiths stood out as the member who gave me a lot of glares. I even tried to count how many glares I got from her during the entire meeting.”

Reyes burst out laughing before putting a hand to her mouth. “I’m sorry. That was inappropriate.”

Kari rolled her eyes. “I’m glad to entertain you.”

Reyes pressed the palm of her hands together. “I honestly don’t know much about the UTC Council and its dynamics. I think you have a much better sense of the UTC Council than I do.”

“I’m not saying that everyone on the council is bad. It’s just that Senator Griffiths has always had something against me. Even General Clarence noticed it, but we never discussed it. I think the General and I should’ve talked about it and then confronted Senator Griffiths. Maybe then the air could’ve been cleared. But work always got in the way.”

Kari regretted many things while she worked under General Clarence. Not talking to the General on the many concerns she had was a big mistake. Even the issue with Senator Griffiths could’ve been dealt with in a proper manner. Maybe talking to the Senator privately could’ve helped it. Now that was too late.

“There’s one more thing,” Reyes admitted. 

“What?”

“Senator Collins wants to meet you.”

“Now?”

“Yea. Okay where?”

“On the base. He wants to meet you face to face.”
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Science Building I

UTC Central

Dr Harris stared at the report she had received a few hours ago. It came from Dr Ratu and Dr Pratt, who were stationed at the labs on the UTC base on Arcadian-3. She hadn’t received any prior information from either of the men, which only added to the confusion. However, on the first page of the report, it had given a summary. The report was an analysis of a male Reku alien. When Dr Harris had first read through the report, she thought she’d made a mistake. There had been no reports of a captured Reku alien anywhere. Despite that, Dr Harris knew humanity was in the fight of its life. When she had been informed of the Reku invasion she had been stunned. Although humanity had been living in the Nexus system for many years, there had been no alien species that had attempted to mount an invasion. Nearly all the alien species in the Nexus system who had met humanity had been open to having a discussion of opportunities. Some had been more aggressive than others, but, in the end, everyone had been civil.

All of that had been shattered by the Reku invasion. It had confused her. Why would an alien species want to invade humanity? Then, Harris had begun to hear bits and pieces of information. The Reku aliens were not from the Nexus system. According to the gossip, the Reku aliens came from the Caldu system. She
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