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Chapter 1A GRAPE-FLAVORED SURPRISE

It was the start of a normal school day at Brewster Elementary.

At least that was what Lucy Lancaster thought. But then someone knocked loudly on the classroom door.

KNOCK! KNOCK!

[image: Lucy, Heidi Heckelbeck, and Bruce Bickerson sit next to each other at separate desks, looking at one another with confusion.]
Lucy turned to look at her best friends, Heidi Heckelbeck and Bruce Bickerson.

“Who could it be?” Lucy whispered to them. But Heidi and Bruce shrugged like they had no idea.

Lucy’s teacher, Mrs. Welli, opened the door. Principal Pennypacker stepped into the classroom. He was carrying a huge box under one arm.

“Hi, Principal Pennypacker!” Lucy and her classmates chimed together.

“Hi, everyone!” the principal replied. “I have a special treat for you all.”

He reached into the big box he was carrying… and pulled out some juice boxes!

[image: In the classroom doorway, Principal Pennypacker holds a box under one arm and a grape juice bottle in the other.]
[image: Pennypacker stands by a blackboard holding a rolled-up poster as six students eagerly raise their hands. ]
The classroom buzzed with excitement as Principal Pennypacker handed a box of grape juice to each student.

“Thank you!” Lucy said. She clutched her juice box in her hands.

“Don’t drink your juice boxes just yet,” the principal said. He reached into the box again and pulled out a rolled-up banner. “Now, can I get a brave volunteer to help me?”

Hands shot up all over the class. Lucy tried to raise her hand the highest.

But Principal Pennypacker picked Bryce Beltran instead.

She stuck her nose high in the sky as she walked to the front of the classroom.

The principal and Bryce held opposite ends of the banner.

“And now, for the big reveal!” Principal Pennypacker said. “Three, two, one!”

Lucy sat on the edge of her seat as the banner was unrolled. But it was completely BLANK!

Bryce squinted at the banner.

[image: Lucy and Principal Pennypacker hold a large blank banner.]
“Is this an April Fool’s joke?” she said. “But it’s not April Fool’s today!”

The principal flashed a knowing smile, like this was all part of his plan.

“This is where the grape juice comes in,” he said. Then he turned to the rest of the class. “Everyone, come up and spray your juice boxes at the banner!”

[image: An illustration of Lucy and Bruce squirting grape juice onto the large blank banner.]
Lucy gasped. “Really?”

“Really!” Principal Pennypacker replied. “Just don’t get any juice on Bryce or me!”

The classroom erupted into complete chaos. Lucy and her classmates ran up to the front, aimed their straws at the banner, and started squirting.

Splish, splash, splish! Juice splattered across the banner in bursts of purple.

“This is so silly!” Lucy giggled. She took aim and squeezed her box again.

Then, to Lucy’s awe, purple letters began appearing on the banner!

“Wow!” Bryce shouted. “It’s magic!”

[image: The splotches of juice reveal letters on the banner, though we don't know what the letters spell yet. ]
Just about everyone in the class seemed to agree. They all stared at the banner with their mouths hanging open.

But Lucy knew it wasn’t magic. She would know. After all, she was a witch!

“It’s not magic,” Lucy said. “It’s invisible ink!”

[image: Lucy, in her signature star glasses, looks at the newly revealed letters with amazement. ]
[image: This illustration shows a box of baking soda, a plastic bottle, and a grape juice box with a straw. ]
She squinted at the banner. The grape juice–colored ink spelled out: BREWSTER’S NEW SCIENCE LAB!

“Lucy is correct,” the principal said. “I made invisible ink with baking soda and water, and the grape juice makes it visible. And I made it in our brand-new, state-of-the-art science lab!”

A brand-new science lab? That was music to Lucy’s ears!

Lucy loved science. She loved having directions to check off and rules to follow. And she loved measuring and mixing things until they were just right.

[image: Lucy, her friends, and Principal Pennypacker walk in a single file line.]
“What do you say?” the principal asked. “Would you all like to take a peek at the new lab?”

“YES!” The whole class cheered loudly. And Lucy cheered the loudest!



[image: Lucy looks at shelves filled with science equipment with wonder and excitement. ]
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Chapter 2 THE SCIENCE LAB

Principal Pennypacker led the class down the hall. One by one they stepped inside the science lab for the very first time.

Sunshine poured in through the big windows. The equipment gleamed in the light like sparkly gemstones.

Everything was so neat and clean and new! Lucy couldn’t believe how beautiful it was.

“That’s not all,” the principal said. “Everyone will get to work on their own science projects in the new lab.”

[image: Principle Pennypacker smiles while gesturing toward laboratory equipment on a table.]
[image: Lucy covers her mouth with excitement about the new project. ]
A surprise juice box. A brand-new science lab. And now her very own science project?

Lucy’s day just kept getting better and better!

“Good luck, everyone,” Principal Pennypacker said.

When he left, Mrs. Welli gave a tour of the science lab.

[image: Lucy and her classmates point at microscopes and thermometers while Mrs. Welli shows two students a science experiment.]
The lab had long tables and tall stools. It also had many shelves, which were filled floor-to-ceiling with science equipment.

Lucy noticed the thermometers, magnifying glasses, and microscopes. She had no idea about the rest.

Mrs. Welli told the class about the test tubes, beakers, and droppers. She explained that they were used for measuring and pouring liquids.

“All this equipment is just for pouring stuff?” Heidi said. “Science sure is fancy!”

Then Mrs. Welli led them to the back door and said, “That door leads out to the courtyard, so we can do outdoor science projects, too.”

“Can we start our projects now?” Lucy asked. She was itching to try out all the equipment.

[image: Lucy points toward a microscope on the table with a large grin on her face.]
[image: This illustration shows a wooden bookcase filled with books and topped with decorations.]
Mrs. Welli smiled and replied, “I know you’re all excited. But there’s one step that must happen before we get to work. And that is choosing an idea for our projects.”

The class made their way to the back of the lab. There was a little library stocked with books about science project ideas.

[image: A stack of three science books titled Grow Sugar Crystals, Balloons, and Soda Bottle Volcanoes.]
Lucy flipped through the books one by one. Some of them were even thicker than her magic spell book!

One book had sparkles on the cover. It was all about learning to grow sugar crystals.

A different book was about the best way to blow up a balloon. Lucy had no idea there were so many different ways!

Lucy sighed. How could she decide on just one science project when there were so many good ideas?

She opened another book. Then her eyes fell on an experiment called Elephant Magic.

Elephant MAGIC!

[image: Lucy, while reading a book, imagines two  elephants in thought bubbles above her head.]
An experiment that involved magic HAD to be the one for Lucy.

She looked at the picture of the experiment. It was like a foamy cloud erupting out of a bottle. It really looked like it could be as big as an elephant!

[image: Lucy holds a book out in front of her, looking at a page that illustrates a beaker overflowing with foam. ]
[image: Lucy draws an elephant on the blank page of a book and the opposite page is filled with scribbled text.]
Lucy didn’t waste another second. She carefully wrote down the instructions in her notebook. Then she drew a picture of an elephant next to it.

Yes. It was the perfect science project for her!



[image: Lucy, Heidi Heckelbeck, and Bruce Bickerson walk together after their schoolday has finished.]
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Chapter 3 VOLCANOES AND DISCO BALLS

After school Lucy walked out of the building with Heidi and Bruce.

Lucy asked, “Did you decide on your science project?”

“Yeah! I’m making a Soda Bottle Volcano,” Heidi said. “Using my dad’s soda, of course!”

[image: An illustration of Heidi with short hair and a headband, looking up at a thought bubble containing a bottle of soda with bubbles.]
Heidi’s dad worked for a soda pop company called The FIZZ. It was Lucy’s favorite soda too!

Then Heidi turned to Bruce.

“What about you?” she asked. “I didn’t see you reading a single book from the science lab library.”

Bruce tapped his head and grinned.

[image: An illustration of Bruce with glasses looking up and to the left, thinking about a light switch.]
“That’s because the idea is all in here!” he replied.

Now Lucy was even more curious. Bruce was an inventor, and he was always coming up with cool gadgets.

“I’m going to create my very own homemade Light Switch,” Bruce explained.

“And guess what?” Bruce continued. “The light can change into all the colors of the rainbow! There’s even going to be a disco mode!”

Lucy clapped her hands together.

“Both your ideas are amazing!” she said.

[image: A drawing shows Bruce's idea of a disco lightswitch.]
[image: Lucy looks at Bryce with her mouth open. Bryce stands turned away from Lucy with her arms crossed. ]
“But not as amazing as MINE,” said another voice.

Lucy turned around. Bryce was walking right behind them.

“I’m going to build a Solar Oven for my science project,” Bryce announced. “I’ll bake cookies with the sun!”

“That sounds so yummy,” Heidi said.

[image: A cartoon illustration shows Lucy with curly hair, glasses, and a backpack, standing with her arms crossed and a displeased expression.]
Bruce nodded along. But Lucy was confused.

“Baking?” she said. “Is baking a science?”

“Of course it is,” Bryce huffed. “You don’t know, Lucy?”

Lucy crossed her arms and scrunched up her face. Bryce sure knew how to get on her nerves.

[image: The school bus holding lucy's friends drives away. ]
But before Lucy could say anything else, they arrived in front of the school bus.

Bryce, Heidi, and Bruce jumped on. But Lucy was getting picked up by her mom, so she waved goodbye and walked the other way.

Lucy took a few more steps before she realized something. She never got to tell her friends about her very own science project idea.

Phooey!



[image: Lucy anxiously looks back at the classroom clock .]



[image: ]

Chapter 4 LUCY THE SCIENCE WHIZ

The next day, Lucy tried to be patient during her math and history lessons. But it was hard. She just couldn’t wait to get started on her science project!

Finally it was time to go to the science lab again. Lucy practically skipped down the hall!

Lucy, Heidi, and Bruce all chose a table where they could sit together. Then they put on their scientist gear.

Lucy pulled on a crisp, white lab coat. The safety gloves came on next.

“I look like a real-life scientist now!” Lucy said. “Call me Lucy the Science Whiz!”

[image: Lucy, Heidi, and Bruce try on their lab coats, getting ready for a science activity in the lab.]
[image: Bruce and Lucy, dressed in lab coats and safety goggles, look towards each other with excitement, ready for the science experiment.]
Everyone put on their safety goggles. Bruce and Lucy put them on over their glasses. Now they were wearing glasses AND goggles!

They both looked at each other and giggled.

[image: Heidi and Bruce, both wearing lab coats and safety goggles, work on their science projects.]
“Now, my fellow scientists,” Mrs. Welli said. “Let’s get started on your science projects!”

Everyone went right to work. Bruce used tweezers to put together his very complicated Light Switch. Heidi used construction paper to make a soda bottle look like a volcano.

[image: Lucy, in a lab coat and safety goggles, points to her drawing of an elephant in an open book.]
And Lucy finally had the chance to tell her friends about her project idea.

“I’m making Elephant Magic!” she said.

“Cool!” Bruce said. “Um, what is that exactly?”

“It’s a foam that will grow really big,” Lucy replied. “Even bigger than this drawing!”

She showed them the elephant she drew in her notebook.

[image: Lucy turns her head towards a classmate in fear that they overheard the idea she's explainng to Heidi and Bruce. ]
“Whoa!” a voice shouted across the room. “That looks SO cool!”

At first, Lucy thought someone had overheard her idea.

But no. The voice had come from a crowd gathering around Bryce. She was holding some kind of big cardboard box.

[image: Lucy's classmates gather around Bryce who holds her own lab experiment. ]
[image: Bryce proudly standing next to her Solar Oven; a tinfoil-covered lid being held up by rod over a box.]
“I already made my Solar Oven last night,” Bryce said. She opened the lid of the box. The insides were covered in tinfoil.

“The foil gathers sunlight rays and makes the box hot like an oven,” she explained.

The Solar Oven sounded very science-y. Lucy was starting to feel embarrassed for doubting Bryce’s idea yesterday.

Lucy put her head down and tried to focus on her own project. But then Bryce marched over and picked up Lucy’s notebook.

[image: Bryce and Lucy, curly-haired students in lab coats and safety glasses, examining an open book showing a diagram of an elephant.]
“ ‘Elephant Magic’?” Bryce read aloud. “You didn’t believe baking was a science, but you think MAGIC is?”

Bryce threw her head back and laughed. Then she said, “Magic isn’t even real!”

“Yes, it is!” Lucy shot back. Then she realized what she’d just said.

[image: An illustration of Bryce looking excited while holding Lucy's notebook.]
[image: Lucy looking at Bryce with a mischevious expression.]
“I mean, yes, magic isn’t… umm… real,” she stammered. “But Elephant Magic is real. You’ll see!”

“Well, good luck with your little project,” Bryce said with a smirk. “Lucky for me, I’m already finished with mine.”



[image: Lucy happily pours liquid from a test tube into a scientific flask. ]
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Chapter 5 THE MISSING INGREDIENT

Twist, twist, twist! Bruce connected the parts to his Light Switch.

Swish, swish, swash! Heidi added soda into test tubes.

And Lucy? She was furiously pouring all her ingredients into a beaker.

Lucy held her breath and waited for the big, foamy reaction.

A bubble appeared in the beaker. Pop. Then another. Pop, pop!

Lucy squealed. “I’m making Elephant Magic!”

[image: Lucy looks at her experiment with excitement and anticipation as it begins to bubble. ]
[image: Lucy looks at her experiment with confusion and dissapointment as the bubbles dissapear in the beaker. ]
But as soon as the bubbles rose to the surface, they disappeared. And then… that was it. Nothing else happened.

“What went wrong?” Lucy wailed. “Did I miss a step? Or forget an ingredient?”

She quickly opened her notebook to check.

[image: An illustration of Heidi in a lab coat and safety goggles, looking bored as she rests her head on her hand beside a partially filled bottle.]
Lucy wasn’t the only one running into trouble. Heidi had left the cap off one of her soda bottles, and now the soda was too flat.

Other students around the lab were also scratching their heads, crossing their arms, or throwing their hands up in frustration.

The only person who seemed to be making good progress was Bruce. He flipped his Light Switch on, and green lights streamed out. Bruce was such a good inventor!

[image: Bruce excitedly turns to Mrs. Welli, who applauds  Bruce's experiment: a light switch connected with wires on a board that has successfully turned on.]
[image: Bruce and Melanie smile at Bryce who is enjoying a bag of her homemade cookies. ]
And Bryce, of course, was already finished with her project. She pulled out a baggie with cookies inside.

“I baked these cookies yesterday,” she bragged. Then she bit into one. “Mmmm! Tastes like sunshine!”

“Can I have one?” Melanie Maplethorpe asked.

“Me too!” Stanley Stonewrecker chimed in.

[image: Still dressed in labcoats and goggles, Mrs. Welli points towards the window, standing next to two students.]
“I don’t have enough for everyone,” Bryce replied.

That was when Mrs. Welli stepped in.

“Bryce, would you like to bake a batch of


[image: An illustration of Lucy holding a notebook and gesturing upwards as if having an idea.]







[image: Heidi and Lucy, young scientists in lab coats and goggles; Lucy smiles, holding a book and waving, while Heidi points excitedly to the room where Bryce is baking cookies. ]
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