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 PREFACE

 


"The Art of War" is not just
a book; it's a guide to understanding and navigating the
complexities of conflict. However, it's crucial to acknowledge that
as exceptional as this treatise is, it's not a magical solution
that can instantly resolve all of life's problems.

Sun Tzu, the
ancient Chinese military strategist, emphasised the concept of
'combined energy.' He believed in assembling the right team for the
right tasks, avoiding overreliance on a single individual. This
principle applies to using the maxims and how other books are
essential to understanding and then applying the wisdom within the
book.

Only by linking
multiple maxims and reading them as one combined comment is the
knowledge of the Art of War truly unlocked. Some maxims appear the
opposite of another in a different chapter. Still, careful study
will reveal a more profound understanding of both. One maxim may
solve one of your problems but can only slightly deepen your
current understanding.

Indeed, "The
Art of War" stands as an invaluable resource. Still, its true
potency emerges when fused with contemporary knowledge drawn from
diverse fields. This search for associated information includes
insights from books, articles and videos specialising in
psychology, sales techniques, the nuances of body language, the art
of effective communication, and the latest advancements in military
strategy—subjects that find common ground in military institutions,
colleges, and university courses.

By integrating
modern knowledge and comprehension with Sun Tzu's timeless maxims
and Aesop's insightful fables, we unlock a level of understanding
and potential benefit beyond the sages' imagination. This synthesis
empowers us to navigate complex challenges with a depth of wisdom
and strategic insight that spans centuries.

At its core,
"The Art of War" delves deeply into the intricacy of conflict
avoidance, management, and resolution. As the Prussian general Carl
von Clausewitz aptly stated, war represents conflict on a
monumental scale. The principles and constants meticulously laid
out by Sun Tzu are as pertinent to personal and professional
conflicts and challenges as they are to the grand battles fought on
historic battlefields.

Recognising
that the principles governing conflicts are universal and remain
unaltered regardless of the conflict's scale is essential. Much
like the laws of aerodynamics, which remain constant from the paper
gliders in a classroom to the colossal jumbo jets soaring through
the skies, these principles of conflict are akin to the immutable
laws of nature, unaffected by the passage of time.

Something often
overlooked regarding Sun Tzu's book and Aesop's fables—is their
profound philosophy on decision-making.

Sun Tzu doesn't
merely offer vague advice; he provides a comprehensive system for
making sound decisions. This system has five steps: Measurement,
Estimation of quantity, Calculation, Balancing of chances, and
ultimately, Victory.

In chapter
four, Sun Tzu meticulously outlines the steps of this
decision-making process, underscoring his structured approach. He
didn't write down a random collection of ideas, but a refined and
trusted process honed over time.

It's worth
reflecting: do you have a system for making decisions in your own
life? Sun Tzu's approach isn't just a historical artifact; it's a
practical framework that applies in any context. When I've shared
this perspective with others seeking guidance, those who embraced
it found immense value in paying attention to this crucial
point.

Shifting gears
to Aesop, his fables offer a brilliant insight into decisions and
their repercussions. They're not just about tactics but also about
the underlying moral fabric of our choices. Each fable is a
miniature masterpiece, offering profound wisdom in a simple,
relatable form.

Regrettably, it
took me quite some time to recognise the tactical brilliance within
Aesop's fables. An enjoyable and enlightening way to learn was by
applying Sun Tzu's maxims to various books and movies, revealing
how these timeless principles affect different narratives. Then,
almost serendipitously, I stumbled upon a copy of Aesop's fables,
and it felt like uncovering a new and potent tool for gaining
deeper insights into the principles of "The Art of War."

Over the years,
the knowledge from Sun Tzu and Aesop has enabled me to achieve
success and accomplishments that once seemed beyond my reach.
Moreover, it's not a journey I've embarked on alone; friends,
family, and co-workers have also reaped the benefits of the tools,
beliefs, and experiences these two mentors have afforded me.

You are;
indeed, everyone is a strategist and tactician by nature. This
conclusion isn't a matter of 'if' but a fact since the moment you
were born. The actual question lies in just how competent you are
in these roles.

Once you grasp
this fundamental truth, you focus on enhancing your strategic and
tactical abilities. What is the aim of this investment of time and
effort? Creating a better, more fulfilling lifestyle. It's not
about a dramatic transformation overnight but rather the steady and
continuous improvement of your decision-making and problem-solving
skills. This journey towards a more strategically sound life is
within your reach. The key is to recognise your innate potential
and dedicate effort towards honing these skills.

My life has is
profoundly enriched by the wisdom in "The Art of War" and the
timeless fables of Aesop. My intent now is to share with you, or at
the very least, bring to your attention, the same boundless
possibilities that I've enjoyed over more than four decades. These
are not just ancient texts; they are reservoirs of enduring wisdom
that have the potential to enhance your life, just as they have
mine significantly.


 INTRODUCTION

 


Silent Victory explores the
Aesop Fable, The Cat, the Eagle and the Wild Sow. This fable is
extraordinary. Aesop paints a vivid story of a cat protecting her
young by imposing her will on the other residents of the tree she
shared with two other families. This fable is a lesson about those
gullible individuals who allow gossip and unkind whispers to rule
their lives. The whole world is of nasty people who spread lies,
gossip, and false news to create chaos and misery. The lesson to
not believe lies, gossip, and false information is well made.
However, are there more lessons hidden in the text?

The problem is
that Aesop only goes halfway. Knowing this truth is one thing.
Having the ability to recognise it, deconstruct it in detail and
then protect ourselves is the other half. Sun Tzu compliments Aesop
perfectly. While Aesop tells a tale that is easy to read and
understand, Sun Tzu offers the knowledge to learn all the other
intangible lessons Aesop has unwittingly included in his fable.
This particular fable is more detailed than his other efforts. The
subtle messages hidden in the tale are incredible and enormously
beneficial once seen, known, and understood.

The Art of War
is an extremely dry and unentertaining read, while Aesop gives life
to all his characters. Together, they form a powerful source of
knowledge and wisdom and a gratifying reading experience.

In this
introductory tale, taking one maxim from the Art of War, hidden
knowledge is revealed for even the most inexperienced strategist or
reader who wants to learn as much as possible from each fable.

In this fable,
Aesop unveils the astonishing power of words and entrenched
prejudices, showcasing their potential for immense chaos. From
shattered businesses to fractured families and nations ravaged by
conflict, the resonance of this narrative reverberates through
time. Aesop intended to mirror his era, yet it reflects today's
world with unsettling accuracy. Daily news cycles worldwide echo
this brand of conflict, a theatre of ill will and ruthless
survival. Aesop's foresight likely could not encompass the
blockbuster success of television shows featuring such mayhem.

This narrative
encapsulates a masterclass by the Cat in strategy and tactics,
deftly imposing her will on not just one but two adversaries
simultaneously. It navigates the topics of terrain, alliances,
deception, and strategy, all honed to achieve a specific
objective.

If privy to
this tale, Sun Tzu might have woven it into his military
curriculum. While some may view this as a tragic tale, warriors
glean vital survival tactics and strategies for triumph. Aesop
distils myriad facets of warfare and conflict within this fable,
enough to fill volumes. Indeed, this fable is exceptional,
encapsulating numerous critical principles of war and conflict. It
defies belief that Aesop lacked formal military training, yet his
insights rival seasoned strategists. The revelations cascade when
Aesop's fables align with the Art of War.

Civil and
military warriors ascend to a profoundly heightened understanding,
an education that endures. With this deeper comprehension, a
warrior gains an arsenal of options, magnifying their potency
manifold.

cover.jpg
UN T zuD)D//

SlLEl\iT






