
   [image: Cover: Atlantis by Emily White]

   
      
         [image: ]

      
   


   
      
         iii

         
            EMILY WHITE

            Atlantis

         

         
            
               [image: ]

            

         

      
   


   
      
         iv
            Contents

         

         
            
               	Title Page

                  	Premiere Production

                  	Author’s Note 

                  	Characters 

                  	Setting 

                  	ATLANTIS 

                  	Dedication

                  	Epigraph

                  	Notes 

                  	Act One 

                  	Scene One

                  	Scene Two

                  	Scene Three

                  	Scene Four

                  	Scene Five

                  	Scene Six

                  	Act Two 

                  	Scene One

                  	Scene Two

                  	Scene Three

                  	Scene Four

                  	Scene Five

                  	Act Three 

                  	Scene One

                  	Scene Two

                  	Scene Three

                  	Scene Four

                  	Act Four 

                  	Scene One

                  	Scene Two

                  	Scene Three

                  	Scene Four

                  	Scene Five

                  	About the Author 

                  	By the Same Author from Faber  

                  	Copyright 

               


         

      
   


   
      v
         
            Premiere Production

         

         Atlantis was first performed at Theatr Clwyd, Mold, on 6 June 2026, in a co-production with Chichester Festival Theatre, before transferring to the Minerva Theatre, Chichester, on 18 July 2026. The cast was as follows:

         
             

         

         Gwen  Vivien Parry

         Bryn  Richard Elfyn

         Claire  Catrin Aaron

         Rhiannon  Eirlys Lovell-Jones

         Philip  Alfie Llewellyn

         Astrid  Sara Otung

         
             

         

         At Theatr Clwyd, the children were played by: 

         Rhiannon  Florence Edwards / Emily Hughes

         Philip  Albie Chamberlain / Cole Davies Hughes

         Eleanor  Etta McGee / Gwennan Smith

         
             

         

         At Chichester Festival Theatre, the children were played by: 

         Rhiannon  Lyra Brunton / Iris Dempsey

         Philip  Hector Arnold / Rex Bamber

         Eleanor / David  Ivy Quoi / Benjamin Miglioli

         
             

         

         Director  Guy Jones

         Set & Costume Designer  Frankie Bradshaw

         Lighting & Video Designer  Joshua Pharo

         Composer & Sound Designer  Holly Khan

         Movement Director  Jess Williams

         Music Arrangements  Luisa Gerstein

         Musical Director  Jennifer Pearson

         Voice Coach  Alice White

         Casting Director  Sophie Parrott CDG

         Children’s Casting  Keston and Kestonvi
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            Author’s Note

         

         This play was inspired by the plight of the people of Fairbourne in North Wales, who were informed their village was to be abandoned due to sea level rise whilst watching a BBC news report in 2014. I went to the town and spoke to some of the people about how they felt about this and what they had found out since. I have included facts about the news report and its effects, the shoreline management plan drawn up by the council, and how the town responded in the immediate aftermath. Aside from this the play is an imaginative leap into the future, and all the characters are fictional.

         The play begins in 2011 as I wanted to include the Extinction Rebellion protests in 2019 and it spans twenty-eight years, ending in 2039. It was originally commissioned in December of 2019 before the world went into lockdown and all the theatres closed. Because of this the play’s development process has taken six years and there are many people I wish to thank:

         Tamara Harvey for commissioning the play in 2019 and honouring that commission throughout the Covid lockdown. Raphael Martin, the dramaturg for Theatr Clwyd during those early drafts. The panel of judges who nominated Atlantis to win the George Devine Award in 2021: Luke Barnes, Lisa Blair, James Graham, Gurpreet Kaur Bhatti and Kate O’Flynn; and Justin Audibert who went on to co-produce the play at Chichester Festival Theatre. Kate Wasserburg for her continued support for the play when she replaced Tamara as Artistic Director at Theatr Clwyd. Guy Jones who became Atlantis’s director and dramaturg in 2023. David Byrne and Gillian Greer at the Royal Court for supporting a rehearsed reading there in 2024. All the viiiactors involved in various readings at different stages of the play’s development. Suz Campbell for her incisive notes in the final push towards production. All of the actors, creative team and crew assembled to help me bring this play to life. Lily Levinson and Dinah Wood, my publishers at Faber & Faber. And last but not least: the people of Fairbourne who I interviewed, with special thanks to Angela Thomas and Mike Thrussell for answering my many questions and emails. What a journey this has been!
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            Characters

         

         
            Bryn

fifty-two, ageing up to eighty during the course of the play, Welsh, a fisherman

            Gwen

fifty-five, ageing up to seventy-four, Bryn’s wife, Welsh, a post office clerk

            Claire

twenty-eight, ageing up to fifty-six, Bryn and Gwen’s daughter, Welsh, a care worker, a single mum

            Rhiannon

nine, ageing up to thirty-seven, Claire’s daughter, a environmental activist and journalist

            Philip

six, ageing up to thirty-four, Claire’s son

            Astrid

fourteen ageing up to thirty-four, Philip’s wife and mother of his children, from a wealthy family

            Eleanor

eight, Philip and Astrid’s daughter

            David

six, Philip and Astrid’s son

            
                

            

            
                

            

            
                

            

            Plus other small roles
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            Setting

         

         Time

         The play spans twenty-eight years from 2011 to 2039.

         
             

         

         
             

         

         Place

         A coastal village in Wales.

         (In future productions the text can be adapted to be set in different countries.)
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            For Stu

            My partner, my love, my best friend.

            Who celebrates every high and commiserates every low and brings back the sunshine when the world looks grey.4
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            You have been telling people that this is the Eleventh Hour, now you must go back and tell the people that this is the Hour. The time of the lone wolf is over. Gather yourselves! Banish the word ‘struggle’ from your attitude and your vocabulary. All that we do now must be done in a sacred manner and in celebration. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.

            Hopi Elders’ Prophecy, 8 June 2000
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