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Chapter 133: A New Beginning
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​Two years had passed. Two years since that horrific struggle between Raijin and the warriors of Earth; two years since Raijin had unleashed the full might of his army. Peace had returned. There was a tranquility in the air that hadn't been felt in ages.

​After Hiroshi eliminated Raijin and the warriors defeated his legions, all was calm. It was early dawn in Japan; the song of birds filled the air. The people finally felt that peace, and for the first time, everyone could sleep soundly.

​But something strange was happening. In the early hours of the morning, odd and powerful tremors were being felt in different regions. These were violent quakes unlike any seen before. No one knew the cause, nor why they struck certain areas while leaving others untouched. The tremors persisted, occurring almost exclusively under the cover of dawn.
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Chapter 134: Death on the Pavement
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​The following dawn, ordinary people set out from their homes for work, just as they did every day. It was a routine like any other, until something incredible happened.

​A group of workers walking along the sidewalk encountered a nightmare. From the very earth beneath them, bolts of lightning erupted, striking down and killing many who walked along the path.

​The carnage was great. Hundreds were found dead the next morning, victims of the lightning rising from the ground. People asked in terror: "What is happening? How can lightning surge from the earth?" It was a phenomenon that defied the laws of nature.

​Lightning does not strike from the ground; it was never meant to happen. Nervous and terrified, the people no longer 

dared to leave their homes at dawn. These events were unfolding near the North, the domain of Kibo, Protector of the North.
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Chapter 135: Miko and Murasaki
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​Miko and Murasaki were two immensely powerful siblings.

​Miko was a priestess whose strength resided in the ancestral sacred staff she carried in her left hand; she also possessed the ability to hurl decks of flaming cards at her enemies. At her side was her brother, Murasaki, who possessed the power of perception. He could detect an enemy from a great distance and, upon seeing them, knew exactly how to defeat them without even having to strike. He could foresee whether a battle was already won. He was a man who had never lost a fight; he was undefeated.

​He accompanied his sister because she wished to travel East 

to meet Chikara. They were currently in the Northwest, moving toward the East. They wanted to consult with Chikara, one of the Protectors, to see if he knew anything about the strange occurrences.

​As a priestess, Miko sensed something wrong beneath the soil. She knew there was a remnant—an element of Raijin—left deep within the earth. She wanted to know if the other warriors were aware of it. Though she intended to go alone, Murasaki insisted on coming along.

​"Do you truly wish to accompany me, brother?" Miko asked.

​"Yes," he replied. "I am anxious to meet one of the greatest warriors in existence. I want to see a Protector’s strength for myself."

​Miko sighed. "Don’t tell me you intend to challenge one of Earth’s Protectors."

​"I only want to test his strength," Murasaki answered. "I want to look at him and know if I am capable of defeating him."

​"That will never happen," Miko warned. "They fought Raijin and warriors you could never hope to best."

​"That is what I want to see, little sister. I want to test them. It excites me to meet a powerful warrior, for I have never known defeat."

​And so, the two continued their journey East, speaking as they walked toward their meeting with Chikara.

​

[image: image1767391620089.png]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 136: The Uragirimonos
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​The Uragirimonos were ancient warriors from the four cardinal points. They had once served the Earth, but when Raijin’s threat loomed and his army invaded, they turned traitor out of fear. They were the ones who leaked information, revealing the hiding places of the warriors and the locations of the city gatekeepers.

​When the four Protectors discovered this betrayal, they exiled them to the mountains and the wilderness, far from civilization. They were warned: if they were ever seen in the city again, they would be executed. They lived in mountain cabins, but at night, they prowled for food and supplies. When they encountered innocent men and women, they would ambush them, demanding their food and belongings. If the victims did not comply, they were murdered.

​As Miko and her brother traveled East, Murasaki suddenly stopped.

"Sister, I must go into that place to eat. Won't you join me?"

​"I will keep walking," she replied. "I'll wait for you further down the path."

​As the wind howled through the trees, Miko continued alone. 

Suddenly, she was intercepted by a group of Uragirimonos. Seeing her sacred staff, they demanded she hand it over along with all her possessions—or die.

​"I will tell you only one thing," Miko said, her voice soft but her eyes flashing with warning. "Move out of my way. I have important business and no time for you."

​The Uragirimonos drew their swords. "If you don't give us everything, we will slaughter you here."

​Miko looked at them calmly. "You are already dead; you just don't know it yet."

​She pulled a deck of cards into her right hand. They began to laugh. "You think you can eliminate us with playing cards?"

​Suddenly, the cards erupted into flames. Stunned, they rushed to attack, but Miko was faster. She launched the flaming cards, incinerating them instantly.

​Another group of Uragirimonos approached from the distance. Miko threw her staff, which split into three parts, striking and eliminating each one of them. In seconds, she had wiped out the traitors who had terrorized the area for years. She retrieved her sacred staff and continued East as if nothing had happened.[image: image1767391620090.png]
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Chapter 137: Along the Way
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​Murasaki eventually ran to catch up with Miko after hearing the commotion. Along the path, he saw the fallen warriors and noted, "So, Miko already took care of them."

​He reached his sister and she teased, "You’re late, brother. You took too long."

​"I see you handled them all yourself," Murasaki noted. "You didn't leave any for me, did you? Who were they? They looked like soldiers."

​"They were the Uragirimonos. The traitors."

​"Oh," Murasaki said darkly. "The ones who sold out the Earth because of their cowardice. I wish I’d been there to take their heads myself. Next time, I won't leave your side, sister. We will fight together."

​They continued their trek East, drawing ever closer to

Chikara’s domain.
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Sidebar: The History of Murasaki

Six months ago, Murasaki was in the countryside hunting for dinner. Suddenly, his power of perception flared. He sensed a powerful enemy nearby.

He turned to see a samurai—an Uragirimono. "What are you doing here?" Murasaki asked. "I felt you coming from a mile away. You're a traitor, aren't you?"

​The Uragirimono replied, "I saw you hunting. I wanted that prey for myself, and then I wanted to hunt you. This territory belongs to me."

​"You are an exile," Murasaki retorted. "You should be in the mountains with the rest of the scum. You betrayed the Earth, 

and thousands died because of people like you."

​Infuriated, the Uragirimono swung at him. But Murasaki had already seen the move in his mind minutes before it happened. He dodged effortlessly.

​"Your chances of winning are nonexistent," Murasaki said coldly. "I already know how this ends. Leave now, or die by my blade."

​The samurai attacked relentlessly, but Murasaki evaded every strike. When the traitor grew exhausted, Murasaki counterattacked with a flurry of slashes, cutting him from every angle.

​"I will kill you!" the bleeding traitor screamed.

​"I have never lost a battle," Murasaki replied, "and I certainly won't lose to a traitor like you."

​He plunged his sword into the man's stomach, shook the blood from his blade, and walked away. This was the power of Murasaki: perceiving the outcome before the first

blow is struck.
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Chapter 138: The Arrival
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​Finally, Miko and Murasaki arrived in the East. Their ultimate destination was the North to find Kibo, as Miko sensed the Raijin element deep underground there, but the East was closer.

​To their surprise, they found Kibo already there, training intensely with Chikara.

"Can we help you with something?" Chikara asked.

​Miko and Murasaki introduced themselves and explained that they had come from the Northwest because of the strange events in the North.

"The lightning strikes," Kibo said. "People are dying from bolts rising from the earth. It's unheard of."

​"Exactly," Miko said. "It is because an element of Raijin is buried deep within the northern soil."

​"An element of Raijin?" Chikara muttered. "Even dead, that bastard causes trouble? Come, let us talk inside."

​Once inside, Miko asked if they knew anything about this remnant.

​"We know nothing," Chikara said. "Hiroshi was the one who faced him in his final moments, and he mentioned nothing of this."

​"I can speak with Hiroshi," Miko offered. She concentrated and projected her voice: "Hiroshi?"

​"Yes?" Hiroshi responded.

​Chikara and Kibo were stunned. "That power! How can she communicate with him directly when we cannot?" Miko explained the situation to Hiroshi. Hiroshi recalled, "When I eliminated him, he became one with the earth and vanished. I saw nothing else."

​"There is a way to be sure," Miko said. She took Chikara’s hand and focused her power. A vision flashed before her eyes.

​"I see it now," Miko gasped. "In his final seconds, Raijin placed his hand on the earth and discharged a bolt into the depths as a last resort. For two years, that energy has been gestating in the Earth’s core. Now that it is fully formed, the 

energy is surfacing. It has transformed into something—perhaps a person. A reincarnation, or a son."

​Hiroshi’s voice grew serious. "We must be ready. We cannot allow another threat like Raijin to destroy us. Warn the other warriors. Do not lower your guard."

​Then he addressed Miko: "I would be grateful if you and your brother stayed to help. Your power is incredible; we need you on the team."
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​Chapter 139: The Challenge

​After the meeting, Chikara asked Miko, "Have you spoken to Hiroshi before?"

"No," she said. "If I could do it from anywhere, I wouldn't have walked all this way. I need to be physically near one of the Protectors to bridge the connection."

Chikara smiled, clearly charmed by her. "Your power is fantastic, Miko."

​Then, Chikara turned to Murasaki. "You and I need to talk, boy."

They climbed to a high rooftop. "I know why you're really here," Chikara said. "You didn't just come to watch your sister. You want to challenge me."

​Murasaki was impressed. "How did you know? I can feel your desire to see my power as well."

​"I want to test the strength of the Protector of the East," Murasaki admitted. "But there is something that bothers me. I have been observing you, and I can
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