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[image: Chapter 1: SPIDER-MAN IN SPACE]

Spider-Man had never been more scared in his life.

Under the Spider-Man mask, Peter Parker grimaced. He was hanging on to the side of a space rocket as it hurtled upward. He was gripping on with all his might, but it felt like he was about to be pulled off the rocket at any moment and thrown back toward the ground. His Spider-Man costume felt cold against his skin.

As the rocket climbed higher and higher, he looked back down. This was a mistake. He had no way of telling exactly how far he was from the ground, but it was very, very high up.

“Hey, I can see home from here!” he said. It was true. As well as the skyscrapers of Manhattan, he could see all the way to the small suburb of Forest Hills in Queens, where he lived.

“How did you get yourself into this one, Spidey?” he asked himself.

It had all happened so quickly. Peter Parker had been on a high-school trip to see the launch of experimental space shuttle Osborn-6. However, within seconds of the shuttle taking off, it was obvious that something was wrong. The shuttle was moving too slowly and alarms were sounding all around the viewing station.

Peter had raced away from the rest of his class to change into his Spider-Man costume. He was already wearing the full red-and-blue bodysuit, with a spider logo on the front, under his school clothes. Peter had quickly put on the Spider-Man gloves and boots that were hidden in his backpack. The Spider-Man mask had gone on last; this was the part that made him feel like he had really changed—like he had become someone completely different.

As Spider-Man, he had rushed to the Oscorp launch pad and talked to the ground-control staff. Together they had persuaded the pilot of a light jet plane to fly him close enough to jump onto Osborn-6.

Now he was clinging on to the side of the space shuttle for dear life.

“Spider-Man! Can you hear me?” crackled a voice in his ear.

“Yes, of course I can!” said Spider-Man, before he remembered who he was talking to. He had been given an earpiece before he took off, and he was talking to Mission Control.

“You need to find a way to separate the rocket from the capsule with the astronauts,” said the voice in his ear.

“Sure, that sounds fine,” said Spider-Man. “Should be easy. I mean, it’s not exactly rocket science!”

Mission Control didn’t reply.

Astronaut John Jameson III was aboard the shuttle, in a capsule connected to the rocket. John Jameson was the son of J. Jonah Jameson, the editor-in-chief of the Daily Bugle newspaper.

“Hey, could you do me a favor?” said Spider-Man to Mission Control. “If there are any journalists from the Daily Bugle in the control room with you, could you ask them to write something nice about me? That would be cool!” He could use some good press right now.

Spider-Man knew he shouldn’t look down again. It was only going to make him more scared. The ground was too far away. He looked down again.

“Is this going to be more complicated than pulling out a bunch of wires?” he asked, trying to keep the fear out of his voice. “Because otherwise all the movies I have seen have lied to me.”

“We’re sure you can do this, Spider-Man,” said Mission Control, but the voice at the other end didn’t sound too confident. “Just move upward to the big panel above you.”

Spidey was slowly inching his way up the rocket, trying not to think about how fast he was going or how it was becoming harder to breathe.

“I think I’ve found the right panel,” he told Mission Control. “Hey! There’s a red wire and a blue wire! I’m pulling the red one.”

BOOM!

The main capsule flew away from the rocket, just like it was supposed to.

Spider-Man smiled under his mask as he held on to the falling capsule. A feeling of relief spread from the tip of his forehead, down through the rest of his body. He had done it. Spider-Man had saved the day!

Any moment now the parachute in the capsule would open and they would all glide gently to the earth. Any moment now…

The parachute wasn’t opening.

Now, instead of rising too quickly, he was falling too quickly. He was going to have to do something. Fast.

“Hello? Scientist guys in my ear? The parachute in the capsule isn’t working! Any idea how I get it open again?” he asked, but there was no response. The earpiece had lost its connection to Mission Control.

For a second, he froze. What did he, a teenager from Queens, think he was doing, trying to save a space shuttle? And now it was all going wrong and it was entirely his fault!

What was he going to do?

Spider-Man spent a few seconds banging on the spacecraft. He was trying to release the parachute, but also it made him feel better. If only he was a real spider, he thought to himself. Then he could just float away.

Wait a minute…maybe spiders were the answer! Some spiders used their threads to float through the wind on air currents. He remembered watching a documentary about it with his Uncle Ben. It was called ballooning, and it happened when spiders spun triangular parachutes to catch the wind. Maybe he could do the same!

Working faster than he ever could have thought possible, Spider-Man started to create a large triangular net, using the mechanical web-shooters in his wrists. As he spun and spun, a makeshift parachute started to take shape.

It was working! Although there were holes in the net, it was slowing the descent of the astronauts’ capsule, and he could use it to steer the capsule toward the East River, which separated Manhattan and Queens.

The most important thing was to make sure the capsule didn’t crash anywhere where it could hurt a lot of people.

The capsule was still falling at high speed, and Spider-Man was not at all confident that this would work. But it had to. Everything was moving toward him quickly and—

With a massive FWOOOSH, the capsule landed in the river in a huge explosion of sound and water.

Spider-Man was thrown up in the air, then pulled under the water. He was spun around under the current so many times he didn’t know which way was up. He kicked out, trying to push himself through the water.

Then he surfaced, coughing and spluttering in the East River. He could see the capsule opening—the astronauts looked a little shaken, but they were safe.

Spider-Man looked up and saw a giant electronic screen advertising the Daily Bugle newspaper, with the words SPIDER-MAN—MENACE! staring down at him. J. Jonah Jameson had never liked Spider-Man.

Even though Spidey had just saved his son, Jonah wasn’t going to say anything nice about him. In fact, it looked like he hated Spider-Man even more now, for upstaging his son’s big event.

Spider-Man sighed and started to swim to shore.
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To understand Spider-Man, you need to understand Peter Parker.

Peter Parker was born in Queens, which is in New York City, just next to the island of Manhattan. Until the age of six, he was brought up by his parents, Richard and Mary Parker.

Everything changed when Peter was six years old. He had finished his day at elementary school, but his mother was not there to pick him up. His Uncle Ben was waiting for him instead.

Uncle Ben was a round, smiling man with brown hair. Peter loved him, but he didn’t understand why his mother wasn’t there. Uncle Ben talked to Peter’s teacher and then bent down to talk to Peter.

“Peter, I’m here to collect you from school today,” he said.

Uncle Ben walked Peter to his car. They both waited while Peter’s Aunt May got out of the car. She hugged Peter a little too hard. Aunt May had her long hair in a bun, and it looked like she had been crying.

“Something has…” began Uncle Ben. Then he stopped. “You’re going to come live with me and your Aunt May. Something happened to your parents. There was a plane crash. I’m so sorry, Petey.”

His aunt hugged him again and started crying.

From that moment on, life was different.

Uncle Ben and Aunt May’s house was smaller than Peter’s old house, and it was in a different part of Queens. The first few months were the hardest for Peter. He screamed and shouted, demanding that his parents take him home. When would they be back to pick him up? Aunt May and Uncle Ben were always kind and patient; they did everything they could to make Peter feel at home. Peter had his own room and as many science books as he could read, but at first he was inconsolable.

As time went by, Peter started to adjust to his new life. Peter, May, and Ben liked watching nature documentaries together, then making lists of their favorite animals and insects. Once, Aunt May took Peter to the zoo, and he spent the whole of the next day drawing pictures of all the animals he could remember.

One day after school, Peter’s Uncle Ben asked him, “Do you have a science project this year?”

“Yeah—I get to choose my own project,” said Peter. “I was thinking it would be cool to find a way to trap animals without hurting them.” There were mice living in Uncle Ben and Aunt May’s house, but Peter would never let them use animal traps that killed them.

“How would you do that?” asked Uncle Ben.

“I don’t know, some kind of glue that dissolved in the morning?” said Peter. “That way you could catch the mouse…uh…animal, but then let it go later.”

Peter and Ben spent the afternoon making different types of glues and adhesives, but none was quite right. The boys ended up gluing several plates to the living room table, which they both thought was funny. In the end they agreed to come back to it another day.

Over the next few years, Peter and Ben worked on more and more science experiments together. Peter loved inventing things with Ben and he stopped missing his parents quite so much. Soon, Peter was sharing everything with Aunt May and Uncle Ben. They were the most important people in his life.

Ben and May didn’t have much money, but they did everything they could to make sure that Peter was as happy as possible. When Peter turned ten, his aunt and uncle took him to see his first wrestling match, at a local gym. Peter had watched hundreds of matches on TV. His hero, Crusher Hogan, was in town and he was very excited to go.

The moment Peter walked in, he could hear the crowd chanting, “CRU-SHER! CRU-SHER! CRU-SHER!” He couldn’t stop smiling.

Uncle Ben noticed how happy he was and hugged him tightly. Aunt May usually disapproved of Peter watching wrestling on TV, but now she was smiling back at Peter, pleased to see him enjoying himself. Peter suspected that May secretly enjoyed watching wrestling, too, as she knew all the wrestlers’ names and chanted along with the rest of the crowd.

The main event was Crusher Hogan fighting the Masked Wrestler. Peter didn’t know the Masked Wrestler, but he liked the air of mystery around him. Crusher
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