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There is no possibility of understanding the Scriptures, the very Word of God, without the knowledge of the Gospel therein revealed. The principle of interpretation used throughout The Simple Gospel is the key that opens the door into what otherwise remains a complicated and closed book. To use Jon Cardwell’s words, from the chapter on “The Mystery of God,” “The centrality of the Person of Christ in scripture, both in His humanity and in His deity, the centrality of the work of God through the crucified Christ, and the exaltation of Christ in His work, His fulfillment of God’s will, and in the consummation of all things at His return, is the key to good Biblical hermeneutics.” To go wrong here is to go wrong everywhere. Thus in a day of fanciful prophetism, the replacing of the true spiritual worship of God by sensual entertainment, when numbers and success trump the importance of truth and right, it is refreshing to recommend this work that seeks to herald the one unchanging Gospel that God gave, the Gospel of the Son of God, His cross and His crown.

—Ron Staley,
editor-in-chief, Sovereign Grace Messenger
treasurer, Sovereign Grace Baptist Fellowship
New Hope Baptist Church, Mechanicsville, Virginia
*        *        *
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HIS LATEST WORK, The Simple Gospel is a compilation of nine fairly short essays in which he unpacks the scriptures concerning several misrepresented (and misunderstood) topics such as propitiation through faith, manmade traditions, what it means to be born-again, and others. Despite its brevity, The Simple Gospel is theologically rich and scripturally dense. Cardwell demonstrates his high regard for the Word of God by supporting each assertion with multiple scriptures that he expounds upon. This is the kind of book that you will want time to absorb fully

In typical Cardwell fashion, each chapter of The Simple Gospel exalts Christ in his person and work. For Cardwell, it is Christ and him crucified —the whole counsel in its unadorned simplicity or nothing else. The common thread in each essay is that the root of all debase thinking concerning Jesus Christ is the total depravity of man, and the downward tendency toward sin in redeemed men.  In an age when so many have grown weary of the plain gospel, where entertainment is preferred over preaching, where programs and pragmatism, fables and pleasures take the place of truth, Cardwell’s The Simple Gospel is a clarion call to return to the “old paths.” It is a plea for biblical discernment in an age of error.

—Christina Langella
Christian blogger, ChristinaLangella.com
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Though the gospel is profound in its message, it is simple to understand. Thankfully, the most important message in the world has been communicated in the clearest terms. God utilized the vocabulary of fishermen rather than the language of philosophers to reveal Christ to us. Even small children are able to comprehend the gospel. It is a promise of forgiveness for all those who trust in the saving work of Christ. It’s simplicity, however, does not mean that it’s a simplistic message. Though young children are able to grasp the gospel, mature scholars remain amazed at the depth of its significance. Only through great wisdom was the dilemma solved on how a just and righteous God can forgive undeserving sinners. What wisdom is displayed in the gospel? God manifested in the flesh is a great mystery indeed. All of human history is centered on the life, death, and resurrection of the Son of God. The full ramifications of the gospel are yet to be comprehended. In fact, I would go as far as to say that the incarnation, life, death, and resurrection of Christ are the most profound of all biblical truths.

The simple gospel is the lifeblood of the Christian. They feast upon every morsel. For this we can be thankful for Jon Cardwell’s new book The Simple Gospel that brings the gospel to us in bite size portions. Jon has communicated the gospel and other important biblical truths relating to the person and work of Christ with clarity and without watering down the profundity of the biblical message. He explains the vital aspects of the gospel in a straightforward fashion, but in such a way that we stand amazed with the depth of God’s saving grace. The manner in which Jon describes the passion of Christ is the most vivid I think I have ever read. I felt like weeping as I read his description of the utter loneliness, emotional humiliation, and physical agony that Christ endured as He was rejected by men and crushed by God. His description of how Christ was dehumanized by the Roman guards who pelted the King of glory with a rod to the face is an image that I believe will remain with me until I see the resurrected Lord in His glorified body. 

If you love the gospel, you will love this book. You will see Christ in these pages. Not only will you discover Christ crucified, but also Christ glorified. Jon shows how all of Scripture, including the great stories of the Old Testament, point to Christ Jesus. This alone makes the book invaluable. I personally found these essays to be stimulating, informative, and spiritually helpful. Jon is not afraid to rip away false traditions and fabricated myths that are commonly believed as he redirects us back to the simplicity of Christ. I would encourage you to read this book with an open Bible and an open heart. If you look for Christ, you will be richly rewarded.

—Jeffrey D. Johnson, D.Min
author of The Kingdom of God
Grace Bible Church, Conway, Arkansas 
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Chapter 1 - The Simple Gospel
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Romans 1:16

*       *       *
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SO WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? The word gospel simply means “good news.” I believe that the shortest Biblical definition for the gospel is that which is written in 1 Corinthians 2:2, “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” Although this verse does not contain every element of the gospel, it provides the central thrust of its power and preeminence. For a slightly more expanded Biblical definition of the gospel of Jesus Christ, we can find that in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4,


Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:


What are the essential truths contained in this good news? I can summarize that with this statement: The gospel of Jesus Christ is the revelation of God, according to the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, which focuses on the Person and work of Jesus Christ in His incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and restitution of all things in His bodily return.
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The Incarnation
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What do we mean by the incarnation?

1. When we speak of the incarnation, we mean that God became a man. Expounded upon, this truth states that Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, is very God, holy and transcendent, who condescended to become a man, with a fully human nature coexisting with His divine nature as God. He was born of a virgin, which originates from the first proclamation of the gospel immediately after Adam’s fall: “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). Being a “seed” indicates Christ’s human birth. Being the seed of the woman indicates His virgin birth, thus maintaining all deity in His divine nature. The bruising of Christ’s heel speaks of His death by crucifixion. The bruise or crushing of the serpent’s head indicates the destruction of Satan’s power and, furthermore, indicates the sufficiency and supremacy of Christ’s sacrificial death.

The truth of Christ’s glorious deity is essential because it is important to know who has saved us; otherwise, our worship is in vain. This truth is also important because the salvation, which is of the LORD (Jonah 2:9), is supremely powerful to save and sufficiently powerful to preserve that saving work to the end.

2. By it, we also mean that Christ, as a Man, lived a holy and righteous life. Born as a babe, like every descendent of Adam, but of a virgin, He is like no other man who was, or ever will be born. His being born like any other descendent of Adam indicates Christ’s complete humanity, yet, it also speaks of His unique character by His holiness unto God and His sinlessness among men. He was made subject to every infirmity and affliction common to man, yet He endured. He was tempted in every way, like as we are, yet He was without sin: holy, blameless, undefiled, and always pleasing to the heavenly Father. His thinking was of the purest thoughts unto godly obedience to His Father. His heart harbored no vain or selfish grudge. Every utterance of His mouth was heavenly, having no guile, nor deceit, nor slander, nor gossip, nor malignity. His every deed was honorable and honoring before every vestige of heaven. He was the only righteous Man who ever lived, the only pious Prophet who spoke truth in purity and equity, the only Jew who ever kept the entire law perfectly, and the only Son who ever obeyed His Father sweetly, completely, lovingly and sincerely.

The truth of Christ’s righteous humanity is essential because it is important to recognize that the sins and corruptions held, harbored and inherited in the flesh of every man, woman, and child since Adam’s fall, and because of his fall, are so heinous and so offensive against God, that to save mankind from their sins, it took nothing less than God condescending to be clothed in the likeness of men (Philippians 2:6, 7). A denial of Christ’s humanity is not of God (1 John 4:3).
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The Crucifixion

[image: image]


What do we mean by the crucifixion?

1. When we speak of the crucifixion of Christ, or use the expression, “Christ crucified,” we are speaking of the redemption of sinners by the penal subtitutionary and atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ upon a tree (a Roman cross), as it is written, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13). Jesus Christ, the God-Man, humbled Himself in His condescending incarnation. He willingly laid down His life by the love of God. He obediently gave Himself by the decree of the heavenly Father. He surrendered Himself to lay down His life as God’s sufficient Substitute, taking upon Himself all the pains, miseries and torments of the wrath of God upon His Person; of those afflictions visible upon His body inflicted upon Him by sinful men who hated God (Isaiah 52:14; 53:3-5); and also, by the invisible, spiritual penalty, receiving the full measure God’s wrath for a sin debt He did not owe; He then was also the substitute for the debt of sin we owe to God; a debt we could not possibly pay (Psalm 75:8; Isaiah 53:10-11).

2. His crucifixion also speaks of His shed blood for the forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22). The purity of Christ’s shed blood, typified and foreshadowed by the blood sacrifice of innocent and unblemished animals, presents the cleansing power of His blood to provide forgiveness of confessed and repentant sin (Romans 10:9-10). The power of the purity of Christ’s blood is sufficient to cleanse the redeemed soul from every confessed sin he has committed after he has been saved by God’s grace (1 John 1:7-10).

3. Furthermore, when we speak of the crucifixion of Christ, it reflects the corruptions contained in a world that has been turned upside down. The corruption of the world, which took place at Adam’s fall, is so egregiously offensive to God since the fall of man, the fact that the world has not been utterly destroyed is evidence of the satisfying propitiation found in Christ’s sacrifice (1 John 2:2). This sacrifice is such an exultant demonstration of God’s love in the Person of Christ, such a superlative satisfaction of divine justice in the work of Christ, and the most supreme manifestation of grace and mercy in the condescension of Christ, that the earth will also be resurrected in the restoration of all things (Ephesians 3:21).

4. When we speak of the cross of Christ or Christ crucified or the crucifixion of Christ, we are speaking of the holy splendor of Christ’s deity to condescend to save lost men because of God’s love. The cross speaks of the humble obedience of Christ’s humanity to go to death, even the death of the cross. His righteousness was sufficient enough to be applied to all lost souls that repent and believe savingly. His excellence in all His ways was sufficient to pay the debt of sins for every man, woman, and child that trust in the Person and work of Christ for salvation. His righteous life, His humble obedience, and His holy sacrifice upon the cross is of such infinite value, the power that dwells savingly in the Person and work of Jesus Christ reconciles the sinner to God by God’s grace through faith in Christ.

5. When we speak of the cross of Christ, we speak of Christ’s suffering the full wrath of God when He hung upon Calvary’s tree (Psalm 75:8). The wrath of God that sinful men deserve was poured out upon Jesus of Nazareth, paying the penalty he did not owe for sins He did not commit. Jesus Christ was the perfect penal substitutionary sacrifice for the propitiation of sinful men who trust by faith in Christ’s Person and work, being justified before God, by God’s condescending grace in, by and through Jesus Christ (Romans 3:23-27).

6. When we speak of the cross of Christ, we speak of Christ’s real and actual death upon that cross. Since Adam’s disobedience and fall, the corruptions of sin through broken fellowship with God, entered the human race by Adam and passed upon every succeeding generation. The penalty for Adam’s sin was death, from eating of the tree in the middle of the garden from which he was forbidden to eat (Genesis 2:17). Therefore, death by natural corruption was mankind’s lot through Adam’s sin against God. Nevertheless, as Jesus Christ, the sinless man and ever-obedient son, laid down His life (John 10:15-18), dying for men He would save unto everlasting life, for all those who would believe by faith upon Christ’s person and work: “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22).

7. When we speak of the cross of Christ, we speak of God’s infinite pleasure in the work of His only begotten son to suffer and die upon Calvary’s cross. It please the LORD God to crush the Christ through His holy wrath (Isaiah 53:10), not because God delights to destroy and put to death, for He does not (Ezekiel 18:32; 33:11), Jesus Christ was ever and always pleasing to His heavenly Father. God was so pleased in His willing sacrifice that He was just as the Justifier of all who would believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with trusting faith (Romans 3:26).

The revelation of the exceeding excellence of Christ’s life and holiness of His sacrificial death, illuminated by the efficacious grace of the Holy Spirit, will bring a sinner to see the depravity of his lost condition when set against the overwhelming goodness of Christ. Truly, “We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (Isaiah 64:6). The shame that comes to our souls in the light of the revelation of the offense our very lives bring to God, far exceeds the shame of Adam and Eve when their nakedness was revealed to them.
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The Resurrection
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What do we mean by the resurrection?

When we speak of the resurrection we mean Christ’s rising from the dead in His crucified body after three days and nights in the tomb.

1. The resurrection presents the reality of Jesus Christ’s humanity because He was not raised bodily until three days and three nights had passed (Matthew 12:39-40). His death was real and His humanity true. 

Although there is disagreement on the terms “third day” and “three days and three nights” as they are used in the scriptures, evangelical Christians do agree that the resurrection is an essential truth contained in the simple gospel. I personally believe that Christ was in the tomb for three days and three nights (see “The Sign of Jonah“); nevertheless, I would not break fellowship with a believer who has a differing opinion or perspective.

2. The resurrection of Christ is God’s open display to the entire creation of His seal and acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice. Anyone can claim to be God (John 10:33). Anyone can claim to have the power to forgive sins (Luke 7:48, et al). Anyone can claim to give one’s life to redeem many souls (John 10:15; Matthew 20:28). And anyone can claim to raise Himself from the dead (John 2:19; 10:17-18). But no one can prove any of these things... that is, except for Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who rose from the dead and left an empty tomb in Jerusalem.

3. This one sign, the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, was the only sign given to an evil and adulterous generation of the excellence and worth of Christ before God, in all He is and all He has done (Matthew 12:39-40). Therefore, to divorce the resurrection of Jesus Christ from His life and death, or worse, to deny His bodily resurrection, is to deny the simple gospel.

4. When we speak of the resurrection of Christ we also speak of God’s assurance of a resurrection to come. God promises to all whom He has saved in Christ will one day be resurrected from the dead. The importance of the resurrection is such that a denial of the bodily resurrection of Christ means a denial of the faith altogether (1 Corinthians 15:12-19).
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