
THE GLOSS


Table of Contents

Title Page

The Gloss: An Equal-Opportunity Demolition of What Everyone Thinks Everyone Else Gets Wrong About the Bible

Contents

Back Cover

Author’s Note

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

THE GLOSS

An Equal-Opportunity Demolition of

What Everyone Thinks Everyone Else

Gets Wrong About the Bible

––––––––
[image: ]


David Edward

1611 Press

THE GLOSS: AN EQUAL-Opportunity Demolition of What Everyone Thinks Everyone Else Gets Wrong About the Bible

Copyright © 2025 David Edward

All rights reserved.

Published by 1611 Press

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

First Edition

I forgot all about purgatory.

Purgatory, a little detour on the way to paradise.

How long you think we gotta stay there?

That’s different for everybody. You add up all your mortal sins, multiply that number by 50, then you add up all your venial sins and multiply that by 25. You add them together, and that’s your sentence. I figure I’m gonna have to do about 6,000 years before I get accepted into heaven. And 6,000 years is nothing in eternity terms. I could do that standing on my head. It’s like a couple of days there.

— Paulie Gualtieri to Christopher Moltisanti

The Sopranos
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EVERYONE IN THE ROOM is going to be mad at the author at some point. The theologian by page two. The skeptic by chapter seven. The cosmologist by the napkin math. But the text underneath all of it has been sitting there for four thousand years, unbothered, waiting for someone to stop arguing about the wrapper and open the thing.

Two thousand years of argument have produced two sides, two sets of credentials, two gift shops, and zero resolutions. Both sides are right about what the other side gets wrong. Both sides hear that and stop listening before the part where it applies to them.

This book applies a book called How to Read a Book, in a book about reading a book, using third-grade math and second-grade punctuation. The math that ends cosmology is multiplication. The author peaked at long division and it was still enough. You are finding this out on the back of a book with a rubber duck on the front.

The journey to get there involves Chevy Chase stealing your hubcaps, a fireworks factory vigorously denied by Leslie Nielsen, a Hebrew encoding architecture that predates the internet by three thousand years, and the uncomfortable conclusion that the guy with the hair on the History Channel has been right for twenty-five of them.

The writing is not complex. The author cannot help that.

But by the end, the theologian, the skeptic, the cosmologist, and everyone who has ever argued about this at a bar will all have someone new to be mad at.

Specifically, the author, who just figured out that Giorgio Tsoukalos solved Christianity.
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THIS IS AN IMPORTANT book.

It was not written by an important person.

Those two sentences are supposed to go the other direction. Every author’s note in the modern era begins by establishing why the person holding the pen is qualified to hold the pen. This is the literary equivalent of a job interview conducted entirely by the applicant, graded by the applicant, and filed under “nailed it” before the first question is asked.

I am not going to do that. Not because I couldn’t, but because the résumé is not the point. The point is you. The person holding this book in a store or scrolling past it on a screen or borrowing it from someone who said you need to read this with a look in their eye that made you mildly uncomfortable.

You are the most important person in this transaction.

This is considered backward by the publishing industry.

Now.

The fact that you are the most important person here does not mean I have made this easy on you. Functionally, yes, it will be easy to read. I cannot write at a level that would make it hard.

Emotionally, this book is going to make you angry.

Not might. Going to.

If you are a believer, Chapter One will do it. If you are a skeptic, Chapters Seven and Eight will do it. If you are a scientist, the math will do it. If you are a theologian, the method will do it.

If you are the kind of person who has carefully avoided taking a side on any of this, the book will find you anyway. It was built to cover the exits.

Do not let the anger stop you. Be Captain Kirk in Star Trek 5.

The thesis in this book is one of the most important theses delivered in the modern era.

That is a staggering thing to say in an author’s note that opened by telling you the author doesn’t matter. It sounds like humility performing a backflip into arrogance and landing on its face.

But I am not humble. I am unimportant. There is a difference.

A humble person declines to make the claim. An unimportant person makes it and then has to take the bus home. I am taking the bus home. The claim stands anyway, because the claim is not about me, it is about you.

I will close with this.

If you have any doubts at all about religion or faith, if you currently hold it or you don’t, if you lost it at fourteen or found it at forty, get through this book. Your views will be different. Not necessarily changed. Different.

The landscape will look different from the other side, even if you end up standing in the same place. That is not nothing. For some people, it will not be nothing at all.

My hope, across the full lifetime of this book and every platform it ever populates, is that one person somewhere in the world finds it and takes another look. One. That is the entire business plan.

To that end, the digital copy of this book is free on every platform that allows it and priced at the minimum on those that don’t. If you want to support this work and help make future books possible, consider purchasing a hard copy after you’ve read it for free. I do make a small commission on those.

Or don’t.

I am not doing this to make money. I am doing this because it feels important.

Because you feel important.

And this is about the only data I have that might help.
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The Packaging Is Broken

IN THE BEGINNING GOD said let there be light, and there was light, and it was good.

The theologian saw the light, recognized it as divine, saw a job opportunity, and immediately began constructing a systematic framework to explain it that would take centuries to finalize and require a vote.

The skeptic, annoyed that the theologian had gotten to employment first, saw an insufficient explanation for the removal of darkness and founded a competing discipline dedicated to measuring the luminosity in case the light turned out, upon closer inspection, to be merely a literary device.

Both disciplines have been hiring ever since.

Neither has, at any point in the intervening centuries, gone back and checked what the sentence might actually mean.

This, in miniature, is the problem.

The Bible is the most widely printed, most frequently translated, most passionately debated, and least carefully read document in human history.

Not least carefully read in the way that people don't read the instructions for assembling furniture, where you can muddle through with the pictures and end up with something that mostly works if you don't lean on it.

Least carefully read in the way that people don't read the terms and conditions for their mortgage, where the consequences of not reading are enormous and everyone agrees you really should have and nobody does and the entire system is built on the assumption that you won't.

Two very large groups of people have spent two thousand years arguing about what this document means with a fervor that would be genuinely moving if either group had checked.

The book you are holding argues that the Bible is the most advanced system of communication ever produced, that the arguments currently being used to defend it are largely terrible, and that the arguments being used to attack it are largely correct. All three of these are true at the same time.

How all three are true is what the next two hundred or so pages are about.

There is a degree you can earn in divinity, which is the professional study of why this text is true, without learning very much Hebrew, which is the language this text is true in. There is also a degree you can earn in philosophy of religion, which is the professional study of why this text is not true, without learning very much Hebrew, which is the language this text is not true in.

The first degree gets you nicer buildings. The second gets you more citations. Neither pays particularly well.

But between them they have hired everyone.

The theologian wrote the doctrine and the pastor preached it and the congregation heard it and told their children, who grew up and either believed it or didn't.

The ones who believed it built churches and summer camps and learned to say "I'll pray for you" in a tone that can mean anything from genuine compassion to a declaration of war depending on context, and developed an entire culture in which the
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