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"I would punish all of those who had never lost anything, those who had never had anything taken away from them. I would let the anger from my chest reach out and explode in spectacular violence." - An excerpt from a poem by Danielle Stewart

Danielle Stewart had a normal and happy childhood until around the age of seven.  Both of her parents were public servants and the family lived in the Curtin, Canberra region of Australia. She had one younger sister and the family seemed en route to living a normal, happy life.  

Danielle was particularly close to her father during her childhood years. He took her swimming, read books to her at night and sang to her. She described him as being a man with a great sense of humor and the kind of man who “did all the things that dads do.”

At the age of seven, however, Danielle's life took a traumatic turn. Her family was building a holiday house in the NSW south coast town of Batemans Bay. Danielle, unfortunately, came into the cross hairs of a sexual predator. 

The man was a neighbor and Danielle would come over to his home to watch TV as they had no television of their own in their holiday house. The man was a married real estate agent in his 50s. He would let Danielle and a friend come with him to outings where they would examine unoccupied houses he was selling. It was there, inside these homes, that the assaults would take place. 

Danielle would be under the man's spell for over three years before they molestations came to an end. 

When she was eleven years old, tragedy struck again in the form of losing her mother to cancer.  Distraught, her father sent her away for a weekend with a friend of a family. The family had a teenaged son, however, who constantly harassed Danielle, molesting her as well. 

Her father would remarry six months later to a woman who had three children of her own. Danielle felt betrayed by her father's remarriage and tried to commit suicide with an overdose of pills. Her father himself had suffered from depression and fell apart emotionally after the death of Danielle's mother.  

“I've always believed that depression and mental illness is inheritable,” forensic psychologist Pauline Malloy said. “Sometimes through genetics, sometimes through thought processes. With Danielle, she clearly inherited some mental illness from her father's side of the family as her dad suffered from depression as well as her paternal grandfather.”

Her maternal grandparents arrived and offered that Danielle come live with them. Danielle didn't want to go, she wanted to stay with her Dad but her father didn't want her screwing up the dynamics of his new family with her bad behavior. 

He wanted her gone. 

So Danielle was given two choices, either go live with her grandparents or go to a youth shelter.

Danielle chose to run away 

“Danielle suffered numerous traumas, back to back,”  Malloy said. “The loss of her innocence, the loss of her mom and then the rejection of her father. Any of the above could have been cause for life altering psychological trauma but she suffered all of these within a four year time span. It had to crush her psychically and she did not have the life experience to cope.”

Running away, the twelve year old girl roughed it out on the streets. Finally, she grew tired and returned home to her father. She would not be treated as the prodigal daughter, however, as her father had her bags packed and waiting. He drove Danielle to a local youth shelter and dropped her off. 

Danielle would remain there for the next three months. 

Danielle did not like the youth refuge. There was a lot of drug use, alcohol and she once again experienced sexual abuse. 

“This was a horrid life for her at this point,” Malloy said. “At some point I think she broke down psychologically and the seeds for future violent behavior were planted here.”

RETURNING HOME 

She eventually returned home to live with her father but he had settled in with his new family. 

"I felt so alone, unloved, misunderstood," Danielle recalled. "and as the problems at home got worse, I got worse. I was sneaking out of the house, drinking, drugging. I missed my mum so terribly, I just wanted to be with her." 

Danielle would attempt suicide on several occasions, leaving permanent scars on her wrist. 

"I used a razor in my bedroom downstairs,” Danielle said. “There was no internet back then and I didn't know how to do it [properly]."

On her 13th birthday, her father celebrated by throwing her out of the house once again. She would go and live with her friend Elle O'Brien and her mother. O'Brien's mother fed her and took her in, allowing the unwanted girl to remain there for four years. 

At the age of sixteen, she enrolled at Narrabundah College and become a student of renowned poet Geoff Page. 

"She was leagues ahead of anyone I've encountered writing contemporary poetry at that age," Page recalled. "She had some of the same virtues as Sylvia Plath, a real feeling for adventurous imagery. There was a lot going on in her brain at an intense level and she had the talent to turn it into something moving."

Under the guidance of her teacher, Danielle published an anthology of poems called “I for Icarus.”

Danielle would go on to study performing arts at Melbourne's Monash University before traveling to Sydney to share an apartment with her step-sister, Myfanwy Thompson. Both young women would indulge in alcohol and prescription drugs, becoming the catalyst for each others self-destructive behavior. Myfanwy, however, would suffer a freak accident in falling off a cliff while taking ecstasy.

The loss devastated Danielle as she considered Myfanwy to be her best friend. 

“Her boyfriend had got into dealing ecstasy,” Danielle said. “I couldn't handle seeing her wasted all the time, so I'd moved out with other friends." 

Her younger step-brother, Tristram would later die of an aneurysm after being diagnosed with schizophrenia. 

MEANDERING THROUGH LIFE 

Danielle was now 24 and wandered aimlessly through life. She went from one job to the next until she met the 50-year old Chaim Kimel in late 2000. 

“They met on the dance floor and hit it off immediately,” journalist Byron Kaye said. 

Despite the age difference, Chaim Kamel was a stylish man with his own business. 

“He was a bit of a bon vivant,” crime author Paul Kidd said.  “Lived in the good part of Sydney. A good lifestyle.”

"He was very charismatic, very gregarious, very charming, very generous, strong and creative," Danielle said.  "He loved his children and they loved him." 

Kimel had been a successful entrepreneur, dealing in antiques. She got a job working for Chaim in his furniture store, Eclectica in Mosman. Kimel had put Danielle in charge of bookkeeping. 

The two got along exceptionally well, at first, with common interests in art, music, and food. 

“Danielle was a very attractive,” Kidd said. “Petite, blonde, loved to drink. He (Chaim) was an older man but a really good style of a bloke.”

The relationship started platonic in the beginning. 

“He made some advances which weren't initially reciprocated,” Kaye said. “But over time, they became intimate and it was on.”

Kimel thought Danielle was a “prize catch”. He invited Danielle over to visit his family and she was impressed with how close and living they were. There she saw, for the first time since her early childhood, a loving family that she could be a part of. 

Danielle moved in with Kimel who had the time lived with his ten year old son Jordan. He also had a daughter, Amber and Fred, who were in their early twenties and late teens respectively. 

A CHANGE IN DEMEANOR?

One of her friends, however, thought that Danielle changed after she met Chaim. She described him as being very possessive and told her what to do.

"I loved him,” Danielle said. “I still do. It is a love-hate thing and it won't ever go. With those types of personalities, there is that level of attention, you become their entire focus."

Danielle would have these kind of intense relationships all of her life and it seemed to be the fuel to her fire. She was irresistibly drawn to the drama and would have it on full blast with Chaim Kimel. 

“Anyone who would have been in a relationship with Danielle Stewart would have been in a relationship that was doomed from the start,” Kidd said. “The combination of psychological problems fueled by excesses of alcohol was always going to end in disaster.”

COCAINE AND BOOZE

Danielle began substance abuse at an early age which only progressed as she got older. She now had a benefactor in Chaim as well as an enabler as he liked to party, indulging in cocaine himself.. He didn't realize, however, that the alcohol would only stoke the flames that would extinguish their relationship. 

He also had a dark side, according to Danielle's grandmother. She described him as someone who was “demanding and overpowering.”

“She (Danielle) went through life with a paranoia that people were going to leave her,” Kidd said. “And she became very, very possessive of her partner and that fueled by alcohol was the basis of the majority of their problems.”

CALL THE POLICE 

Once the relationship turned intimate, things started getting out of hand. The two indulged in alcohol and had numerous fights in which the police were called in. 

Danielle had been taking strong anti-depression medications and mixing these drugs with alcohol. One fight had gotten so severe that she took a restraining order out against Kimel. 

On one occasion, Kimel violated the order and was jailed for one night.

"I'd moved into temporary accommodation and Chaim came after me," Danielle said. "He broke into my room and stole my laptop and wallet. The police busted him on the way out and took him to jail for the night." 

Kimel explained to the police that he violated the order because Danielle had called him stating that she had swallowed fourteen Valiums. 

"I'm fine when I'm not in an emotional situation," Danielle said, "but when I'm under threat, the flashbacks can be extreme."

“She (Danielle) had a borderline personality disorder,” Malloy said. “When things go bad with her, they go real bad. That was how she lived her entire life up until that point. She had to engage in fights, drinking, drugs. Drama, drama, drama. If it isn't there, she will create it.”

A PROPENSITY FOR VIOLENCE

Kimel's son, Jordan, was ten years old when his father first met Danielle. He recalled Danielle as a destructive psychotic stating that she would “cut up $10,000 worth of business suits, delete important documents from my father's computer. Once, she punched through a glass bathroom window and slashed her wrists. And she'd punch my father, too."

“Unfortunately, this was the pattern that was set,” Malloy set. “They would argue, fight and then get back together. When they would get back together things would be more passionate and clingy than before. 'Please, don't leave me,' that sort of thing. But then the cycle repeats itself and it has to be more extreme in order for the couple to get that same 'high.'”

The couple would remain together and make attempts to appear respectable. In 2004, Danielle enrolled at a nearby college to finish her degree while they both started an online catering company called Epicurean. The money to start the company was borrowed from Danielle's grandmother, a total of $30,000.  

Later that year, the couple would journey to India where they would marry at the Taj Mahal. 

Danielle would claim, however, that the money the borrowed for the business is what kept her in the marriage .   

"Part of the reason I married Chaim was because I was worried about my grandparents' money," Danielle said. "If I left him, there'd be no legal recourse for me to get it back. He took it without shame; he never planned to pay it back."

“Typical of people with borderline personality disorders,” Malloy said. “Is that they have to play the role of the victim. It is a head scratcher as to why Chaim would borrow thirty-grand when he had his own business. Maybe he thought he would be placating her somehow with them being in business together and having her feel as if she were a part of things. But clearly he didn't need anything more on his plate.”

BOOMERANG BABY 

Danielle would leave Kimel a total of seven times during their seven year relationship. She would confide in her grandmother and friend Elle, saying she was unhappy. Then he would call and they would get back together. 

“It (their relationship) was very alcohol fueled,” Kaye said. “Very hedonistic. A lot of violent arguments.”

Danielle blamed her inability to stay away from Chaim on her lack of self-esteem.   

“While he could be caring, it was undermined by his desire to keep me enslaved to him,” Danielle said. “When I left him, he'd follow me and get me back. When your sense of self-esteem is so low and a learnt helplessness has set in, you don't feel able to support yourself. My friends had dropped off because they couldn't stand him. The only times I responded with violence were when I was trying to leave and he'd try to stop me. He'd hide my wallet, phone, computer, passport. Those times always ended with me being in hospital, not him. I never tried to kill him: I tried to kill myself."

WHO WAS ABUSING WHO?

It became apparent to Kimel's family, however, that he had married a woman prone to violent outbursts. Kimel told his daughter than Danielle had bitten him on his thumb and arm as as smashing his glasses.

He had his glasses broken so much that it had become a “running joke”, according to his daughter Amber. 

After arguments, Danielle would delete Kimel's emails and computer files. Kimel had became so enraged at her actions that he kicked her out of the house. Danielle would return, kicking out the timber door. 

WELCOME TO THE PSYCH WARD

Danielle had overdosed on medication numerous times during the course of her marriage. She would inform doctors that Kimel was controlling and that she had “nothing to live for.”  

His daughter, Amber, however, expressed concern for her father's well being and wanted him to sever ties with Danielle. 

“He told me he'd made a commitment to be there for her and loved her unconditionally," Amber said. "He was convinced unconditional love would cure her."

“Chaim was the rescuer,” Malloy said. “He couldn't help himself. Danielle was the beautiful damsel in distress. They had passionate sex together, he knew about her past, and he couldn't be another man that brought more pain in her life. He didn't want that. He thought that through his own sincerity and love that he could somehow bring her to a place of healing. But he wasn't a professional. And that isn't what relationships are for.”

A NEW MAN 

In 2006, Danielle separated from Kimel and met Melbourne university professor Joeri Mol. She moved in with him and became pregnant by December of that year. Danielle wanted to go back to Sydney, however, and didn't want to raise the child with Mol as a single mother. 

“She went out with somebody else,” Kaye said. “He was seeing other people but they could not stop speaking. They remained extremely close. The new fellow (Mol) wants to settle down and start raising a family. Which incidentally was Danielle's greatest dream, which was to have a family. But she's still drawn to Chaim uncontrollably.”

A week later, she called Kimel and the two met to discuss a reconciliation. 

“He (Chaim) told her that either she as a termination,” Kidd said. “Or there's no hope if them ever getting back together.”

She complied with his request, her second abortion in six months (the first with Kimel) and she once again went into a depression. 

“Danielle desperately wanted to experience the happiness that she had before her mother died,” Malloy said. “She always told her grandmother, 'I just want have a normal life. I just want to have a normal life.' What she really wanted was that family again. So now she spends her life grasping at straws, going from this man to that man, and getting multiple abortions.”

BURNING THE CANDLE AT BOTH ENDS  

The couple moved back in together in 2007 but this time their break-up would be much more volatile. 

And violent.

“It was short lived (their reconciliation),” Kidd said. “Now that they were back together. It was business as usual.”

Business as usual was a lot of fighting and alcohol coupled with a flurry of activity to keep up with the bills. 

Danielle returned to college and continued to run their catering business, The Epicurean. In order to make ends meet, however, she took a part time job at a Sydney ad agency.  

She couldn't juggle all of these things at once, so she turned to cocaine and alcohol. Her friends described her as “withdrawn” and “unsettled” after meeting with her after the latest reconciliation. 

Danielle began to feel the itch to run away again, telling friends she now just wanted to earn some money on her own and get away from Kimel for good. 

“How the hell could this have worked to begin with?” Malloy said. “You've got a woman with some serious issues, abused by men, abandoned as a child and now she's an alcoholic with major depression. The pattern is set in their relationship. Break-up, get back together, fight some more. Rinse and repeat. This can only end badly. The question was, how bad?”

THE FATEFUL DINNER 

“The old problems kept resurfacing,” Kaye said. “They kept on with the dinner parties. Living the good life. And with this came Danielle's terrible response to alcohol access.”

On August 23rd of 2007, Danielle went out with Kimel to have dinner at a restaurant called Pescador. They were described in a police statement by their friend, Angela Batley, to be in “good spirits.”

“It is noted by others there that Danielle seemed a little drunker than usual,” Kaye said. “Things got a little bit more testy and Danielle left and decided to walk home.”

After dinner, Chaim went with his friends to Angela Batley's home. He would call Danielle from the home and she said that she would come and pick him up. Things took a turn for the strange when Danielle came over but drove back without Chaim who ended up walking home. 

Batley was concerned about the tenseness of the situation and called Kimel to make sure he got home safe. Kimel told Batley that Danielle was working on the computer but was “drunk” and that he had to go.

Danielle arrived at their home before Kimel. She told the 16-year old Jordan that she “shouldn't have gone to Angela's house. I've had too much to drink." 

Jordan stated that Danielle began playing loud music through the computer, dancing with a drink in her hand. When Kimel arrived, he told her to turn the music down before the neighbors start complaining. An argument ensued before Kimel turned off Danielle's music himself. The argument escalated, the topics being the loud music then escalating to the fact that Chaim would change the password on the computer, which was an ongoing issue in their relationship. 

She started to physically attack him but Chaim easily evaded the rushes of the drunk Danielle. Then in the heat of the moment, she picked up one of Chaim's antique ornamental knives he had on display. Chaim came forward, ordering her to place the knife down, then she stuck it into his stomach. 

Chaim fell to the ground and she stabbed him again.

"They were both yelling for about 15 minutes," stated Jordan. "All of a sudden, I could hear them in the corridor outside my room. It sounded like someone was being hit or punched and I heard my father say, 'Why are you being violent and attacking me?' They kept fighting and I heard Danielle fall to the floor and scream. Soon after this, I heard my father say in a tense voice, 'What are you doing? Are you crazy?' I heard my father scream three times. I saw [his] white shirt was covered in blood all up the left side from underneath his ribs towards the middle of his torso. Danielle was standing about two metres away and she had our antique knife in her hand."

Jordan saw his father struggling to get to the front door. He was covered in blood and Danielle was hysterical, holding up the knife. 

“So the son runs out of his room,” Kaye said. “He finds his father clutching his stomach where he's been stabbed twice. Covered in blood. Barely able to speak.”

Jordan then thought about attacking Danielle himself. 

“He picks up a golf club then thinks for a moment, that he might avenge his father,” Kaye said. “It's actually Chaim himself who tells him don't do it. Lying there, sort of holding himself together. The son puts the golf club down and nurses his father while he lies there dying.”

Kimel would be rushed to the hospital but die on the operating table at St. Vincent's Hospital, bleeding to death from the two stab wounds to his stomach. 

“To the end of his life,” Malloy said. “Kimel was protecting Danielle. When his son wanted revenge, he held him back.”

Danielle was arrested but plead not guilty on the grounds of self defense. Her blood alcohol reading, however, was five times the legal driving limit. 

“It was a stupid, pointless, uncontrolled lover's argument,” Kaye said. “And one split second decision led to this terrible outcome.”

Danielle maintained no recollection of the events, as she mixed the anti-psychotic drug Seroquel with alcohol. She awoke in a prison cell and called out for her husband, seeing her name on the board with the word 'Murder' written next to it. 

"It was the worst moment of my life,” Danielle recalled. “In one instant, my entire life had changed and Chaim's had ended."

“Something was going to happen that night,” Malloy said. “Her mind was on edge. This may not have been pre-meditated but she knew what was going to happen when she picked up that knife. Remember, she didn't just slash at him as a warning. She thrust the knife into Chaim. Not once. But twice. There was an untapped rage there that came to the surface at the moment. It had been bubbling for a long, long time and unfortunately Chaim Kimel could not foresee how this would end.”

THE AFTERMATH 

Danielle made a recorded phone call to her father a few days after the killing. 

"If I could swap Chaim with me right now, I would do it immediately,” Danielle said. “There is no way I meant to kill him."

“Again, I don't think the murder was pre-planned,” Malloy said. “But it did seem to be part of Danielle's destiny. What we see here in her killing of Chaim was a metaphor of her own trauma. She was abused by a man in his fifties, molested by him from the ages of seven through ten. She grows into a beautiful woman can choose just about whatever man she wants but instead she elects a man in his fifties, over twenty-five years her senior. That is no coincidence. She is repeating her trauma from the past. But this time she wants to control it. She wants to exorcise the demons of the past so all of those violent fights are trial runs until finally she reaches for that knife and stabs Chaim, metaphorically killing the molester of her past. Now her husband, who actually really loved her, is the victim of this cycle of abuse that has finally come full circle.”

Her father agreed to post Danielle's bail but would not agree to the 24-hour surveillance condition attached to it. Her father abandoning her yet again, she turned to her friend Elle O'Brien's mother. She came to bail out Danielle and secured her release after nine months. 

Danielle then went to live with her grandmother.  

Facing twenty-five years in prison, Danielle would attempt suicide two more times, one of them involving an overdose of Seroquel. 

"When I took that Seroquel, I went into psychosis," Danielle said. "It was an out-of-body experience where I thought the nurses were talking about me even though they weren't. I was watching myself from afar. It was crazy, crazy shit. I am sure that is what must have happened on the night Chaim died."

“The psych med plus alcohol defense has become a cliched defense for a lot of killers,” Malloy said. “Danielle had done her research. She had studied scriptwriting in school. Everything she said and did had a rehearsed feel to it.”

FROM MURDER TO MANSLAUGHTER 

The murder charge had been downgraded to manslaughter as Danielle maintained she had no recollection of what happened. She did not remember any of the events of what happened that night not to mention taking the ornamental knife and stabbing her husband with it. 

She did not take the stand, however. 

“Danielle was charged with murder,” Kaye said. “She wept throughout much of the trial. It was very clear that she regretted what she'd done and she wanted him back and she felt quite horrible.”

Kimel's children, however, saw Danielle as an imposter the more they investigated the case. They found a synopsis of a play that Danielle had been working on. In the story, one of the characters had a secret desire to kill her older husband. 

Fred Kimel, Chaim's oldest son, noted that the play contained details on “jail architecture, prisoner psychology, different cell classifications, prisoner attire, prison visiting hours and life sentences."

The Kimel family once enamored with Danielle, now saw her in a completely different light. 

"It was a university assignment, a book I was writing,"  Danielle said. "I heard that somewhere men kill their partners because they want them to stay, whereas women kill their partners because they want to escape. I know why I was writing about prison: because I was imprisoned long before I was [actually] incarcerated."

SENTENCING 

Danielle would be sentenced to six years in prison. She would serve only four. 

"There's no doubt that jail saved me," Danielle said. "It prevented me from harming myself with alcohol and drugs. I wouldn't recommend it, though."

During the first nine months of her term, she had been housed in the mental health unit. She could not stop crying. But the prison assigned her to a job in the kitchen and she found her fellow inmates to be helpful. 

"I managed to get a few of the heavies on side somehow and avoided the others where possible,” Danielle said. “I learnt to assimilate, to hide the fact that I was pretty and educated. I adapted where I could. In jail, I lost everything that made me me: my family, dog, business, house, studies, friends, freedom, clothes, make-up, choices. All I had was myself, my mind and my heart. I learnt to spot evil from a mile away - and evil does exist, I've come face to face with it - but I could still love. This is how I got through jail. Yes, I learnt how to operate within the system, but I could still see beauty in people, and I tried to speak to that."

“Danielle was a well-spoken, educated young woman,” Malloy said. “But why the hell would she plead not guilty? She did her research on prison culture beforehand so a cynic can argue that she got off very, very light for what she did. Call it misandry, call it getting the female pass, Danielle was able to get off light for a cold-blooded murderer. She used all of the things from her past to mitigate her own culpability. Sexual abuse, parental death and abandonment down to psych meds and alcohol. She combined those things to get sympathy from Chaim and later from the her jury of her crime.”

Danielle walked out of prison on June 24th, 2010. 

She is now focused on the prospect of moving to Spain and becoming a professional writer. 

"I've paid for what has happened and I've done all I can to fix the issues within myself that contributed to Chaim's death,” Danielle said. “I see both a psychiatrist and a psychologist, both of my own volition, nothing to do with parole directives. I don't drink. I don't take drugs. I take responsibility for my actions. I write when I can. I try to love my friends and family. I try to see beauty in the world and I'd like to hope, one day, that I can contribute to that beauty. Still, I love. I still love Chaim. I still love my father. In the end, love will be all I have."
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