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Introduction

My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7 year old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  I personally have witnessed some of the games I have written about in this book.  The 1977 Michigan-Minnesota game I attended one week before enlisting in the U.S. Army, with my high school buddy, Loren Tenold.  The 1989 Ohio State-Minnesota was probably the most agonizing.  I can clearly remember the conversation I had with my buddy, Loren Tenold, about making plans to go to the Rose Bowl, seeing how our Golden Gophers were leading 31-0 at the time.  We sure felt like idiots after the game, watching our beloved Gophers have a monumental meltdown in the 2nd half.  And you wonder why Golden Gopher football fans never take anything for granted.

Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturday’s in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.  I don’t think I missed many Michigan-Ohio State games followed by the USC-UCLA game in the afternoon every third Saturday in November.  The 1971 Nebraska-Oklahoma game stands out as one of the more memorable games I watched as a kid.  Every New Year’s Day I spent watching all the Bowl games.  Cotton and Sugar Bowl at noon, followed by the Rose Bowl in the afternoon, finishing up with the Orange Bowl in the evening.  The only day of New Year’s Day Bowl games I missed was in January 1978, when I was in the Army, while traveling back to Ft. McClellan, Alabama to start my A.I.T., after being on Christmas leave.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys.

Steve Fulton

College Football History – “Glorious Games of the Past”
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Chapter 1 – Game(s) of the Century
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What determines a “Game of the Century”?  "Game of the Century" is a superlative that has been applied to several college football contests played in the 20th century, the first full century of college football in the United States. It is a subjective term applied by sportswriters to describe the most notable games of the period.  What makes a game the “Game of the Century.”  Some of the games were a No. 1 vs No. 2 in the AP Poll, which happened only 31 times in the 20th century.  Quite often a winning streak is on the line and the winner goes on to win the national championship. The prospect of two juggernaut teams on a roll, or "the irresistible force meets the immovable object", creates a high-interest spectacle.  Although college football is a team game, individual performances can be the difference maker in a great game. The Heisman Trophy is awarded to the greatest players in the game. A top player, having the best game or best play of his career, is another common theme in the "Game of the Century".  The "Game of the Century" is not always a decisive win. The lure of sport is that the outcome is in doubt until the game is played. A dramatic finish makes the game memorable.  This chapter covers all the games that have been dubbed “Game of the Century” over the years.
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1935 Notre Dame vs Ohio State
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Notre Dame opened the season 5-0, including a 9-6 upset of Pittsburgh, which was one of the Superpower teams of the 1930’s.  The day before the game, Coach Elmer Layden told reporters “confidentially”, that the Irish would be lucky to hold the Buckeyes to under 40 points.  Obviously, this made headlines in Columbus, Ohio.  Ohio State entered the game 4-0 and riding a 10 game winning streak.  They were considered the favorite to capture the National Title under Head coach Francis Schmidt.

The game was played on November 2, 1935. A then Ohio Stadium record crowd of 81,018 witnessed what was billed as The Game of the Century, the first ever meeting between Ohio State and Notre Dame. Ohio State led 13-0 heading into the fourth, but Notre Dame rallied with three fourth-quarter touchdowns and fed off several OSU miscues to pull out an 18-13 win. Notre Dame’s Bill Shakespeare, a Cincinnati native, threw the game-winning 19-yard pass to Wayne Millner with 32 seconds left. Notre Dame Head coach Elmer Layden afterwards called it a “Hail Mary” play.  Henceforth, the term “Hail Mary Pass” was born and would become a part of Football jargon to this day.

Epic 4th quarter comeback - On Notre Dame’s first possession, Andy Pilney caught a punt at the Irish 40 and returned it 47 yards to Ohio State's 13. Pilney then passed for a first down before fullback Steve Miller scored from the one. Ken Stilley's extra point attempt hit the crossbar and bounced back onto the field. On the next possession, the Irish defense threw Ohio State's vaunted offense for minus-15 yards to force a punt. Pilney's running and passing drove the Irish all the way down to the Ohio State one, where this time fullback Steve Miller fumbled into the end zone and the Buckeyes recovered. As the game was dwindling down, Notre Dame took possession at its 20 with about three minutes remaining. The Irish stormed down the field and were in the end zone one minute later on the strength of Pilney's passing and running. He connected with Wally Fromhart on a 40-yard pass, and ended it with a 15-yard scoring toss to the Mike Layden, the younger brother of Coach Elmer Layden. Fromhart's extra point was blocked, leaving the score 13-12.  With about 1:30 left in the game, Notre Dame's onside kick was recovered by Ohio State. Fortunately for the Irish, "taking a knee" was not in vogue back then, so when Ohio State tried to run out the clock with a running play, Notre Dame's Pilney and Henry Pojman combined to force and recover a fumble by the Buckeyes' Dick Beltz at the Notre Dame 45.  From a pass formation, Pilney then evaded would-be tacklers with a spectacular run of 36 yards down to the Buckeye 19. It also would be the last play of Pilney's college career because he tore knee ligaments when he was stopped, and had to be carried off the field on a stretcher. Coach Layden sent in halfback Bill Shakespeare for the injured Pilney.  On the play following Pilney's run, Shakespeare's pass went right into the waiting hands of Ohio State's Beltz, who dropped it. Given new life, Shakespeare hurled a pass that traveled about 35 yards in the air to a leaping Millner in the end zone for the winning touchdown with 32 seconds left in the game.  The Irish held on for a dramatic and thrilling 18-13 victory in the first game dubbed as the “Game of the Century”.


	1935 Notre Dame vs Ohio State

	1

	2

	3

	4

	Final


	Notre Dame (5-0)

	0

	0

	0

	18

	18


	Ohio State (4-0)

	7

	6

	0

	0

	13





Scoring Summary

Ohio State - Boucher 65-yard return on lateral from Antenucci interception (Beltz kick)

Ohio State - Williams 3-yard run (kick failed)

Notre Dame - Miller 1-yard run (kick failed)

Notre Dame - Layden 15-yard pass from Millner (kick failed)

Notre Dame - Millner 19-yard pass from Shakespeare (kick failed)


Tickets for this game sold for $50 each and there were widespread reports of counterfeit tickets. OSU officials said they could have sold 200,000 tickets for the game if they had room.  In the end however, neither team was considered close to national champions.  Notre Dame finished the season 7-1-1.  Ohio State finished the season 7-1.  The Ohio State-Notre Dame game was the most covered and most popular game of 1935. In 1969, Sport Magazine picked this game as the greatest College Football game ever.
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1945 #1 Army vs #2 Navy
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[image: image]The Army–Navy game is one of the most traditional and enduring rivalries in college football. It has been frequently attended by sitting U.S. presidents.  It is America’s Rivalry.  Each year seniors on both teams will be competing in their last football game before graduating and then serving their country.  Emotions run high for both teams.  The game has been nationally televised each year since 1945 on either ABC, CBS or NBC. 

The game was played on December 1, 1945.  World War II had ended only a few weeks before the start of the 1945 football season, but that hardly affected Army or Navy, with each rolling to superb seasons, each entering the final game unbeaten in a showdown for the national championship.  Heading into the final game of the season both Army (8-0) and Navy (7-0-1) were undefeated and ranked #1 and #2 respectively, this game had all the ear markings of a potential classic. President Harry Truman attended the game. However, the match-up did not live up to its pre-game "Game of the Century" billing as Army West Point would go on to win in a rout. A three touchdown, 20 point first quarter gave Army a lead they would not yield, going on to win 32-13.

Navy entered the 1945 season finale toting a 7-0-1 record. The #2 Midshipmen defense opened the season with three-consecutive shutouts and had never allowed more than one touchdown in any of the following five contests. However, it hadn’t played an offense as potent as #1 Army, who posted a decisive 32-13 win. Felix “Doc Blanchard” caught the attention of the Heisman Trophy voters, who awarded the Army halfback with the honor days after his three-touchdown performance. The Cadets jumped out to a 20-0 lead, and the Mids were unable to recover. They scored their first touchdown on a 39-yard Bruce Smith to Clyde Scott touchdown to cut the halftime deficit to 20-7. Blanchard erased any hope of a Navy comeback when he intercepted Smith’s pass and returned it 52 yards for his last touchdown of the game. Smith returned the favor by intercepting a Glenn Davis pass to set up Navy’s second touchdown, a Joe Bartos three-yard plunge. Finally, Davis atoned for his aerial miscue by scampering 28 yards for the final score to give Army the win and eventual national title. 

Army, coached by Earl “Red” Blaik, would go on to finish 9-0 and declared National Champions as well as being awarded the Lambert Trophy.  The Black Knights would outscore their opponents by a 45-5 average margin.  
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1946 #1 Army vs #2 Notre Dame
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[image: image]The game was played on November 9, 1946.  Army, then ranked Number 1 in the Associated Press college football poll, played the Notre Dame Fighting Irish, ranked Number 2, at Yankee Stadium in New York City.  This matchup, with the national attention it got in the era before the service academies ceased to be major football powers, was usually played at a neutral site, often in New York City. The 1924 game between the schools, a Notre Dame victory at the Polo Grounds, was the game at which sportswriter Grantland Rice christened the Fighting Irish backfield—quarterback Harry Stuhldreher, halfbacks Jim Crowley and Don Miller, and fullback Elmer Layden – the "Four Horsemen." The 1928 edition, with Notre Dame trailing Army West Point at halftime at Yankee Stadium, was the game where Notre Dame Coach Knute Rockne delivered his "Win one for the Gipper" speech, resulting in a comeback win for the Fighting Irish.  Both teams were undefeated going into the 1946 game at Yankee Stadium. Both teams averaged over 30 points per game. Army West Point had a 25-game winning streak over 4 years, last losing to Notre Dame in 1943 (26-0), but had won the last two contests between the schools by scores of 59-0 and 48-0. Army West Point had the defending Heisman Trophy winner, Doc Blanchard, also known as "Mr. Inside", the man who would win it that year, Glenn Davis, also known as "Mr. Outside", and one of the nation's top quarterbacks in Arnold Tucker. Notre Dame had the quarterback who would win the Heisman the next year, Johnny Lujack. Both Tucker and Lujack were also outstanding defensive backs at a time when football players, college as well as professional, usually played both offense and defense. Just the previous year, in a game also labeled the "game of the century" before it was played, Army West Point defeated a 7-0-1 Navy team 32-13. Navy's lone tie was against Notre Dame.  Despite the high-scoring and much-hyped offenses, the game ended in a scoreless tie, with each school's best chance at a scoring drive coming back-to-back: Tucker intercepting Lujack, and Lujack then making a touchdown-saving tackle on Blanchard a few plays later. Notre Dame's defense did something no other team had ever done — it held the famous "Touchdown Twins", Blanchard and Davis, to a total of 79 yards. As an indication of how the defense of both teams dominated, seven linemen in that game were nominated for Lineman of the Week honors in the weekly Associated Press poll. Joe Steffy, an Army West Point guard who helped shut down the Notre Dame running game, won the honor, followed closely by Notre Dame right tackle George Sullivan and freshman lineman Jim Martin who helped stifle Army West Point's running attack and dropped Davis on consecutive plays for losses totalling 17 yards. Both Notre Dame coach Frank Leahy and Army West Point coach Earl Blaik called the game "a terrific battle of defenses."

Both teams would finish the season undefeated with this one tie, but it was Notre Dame that was awarded the National Championship by the Associated Press, with Army West Point coming in second. Neither school accepted bowl bids during that era, although a bowl loss would not have affected the national championship outcome since these were named before the postseason at the time. Army declined an invitation to play in the 1947 Rose Bowl. With Blanchard, Davis and Tucker having graduated, Army West Point's winning streak would be broken the next year, by Columbia University. Notre Dame would not lose until early in the 1950 season.
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Scoring Summary

None
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1966 #1 Notre Dame vs #2 Michigan State
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The game was played on November 19, 1966.  Notre Dame Fighting Irish vs. Michigan State Spartans, at Spartan Stadium in East Lansing, Michigan. Notre Dame, which hadn't won a National Championship since 1949, was ranked #1 in one poll and #2 in the other. Defending National Champion Michigan State entered the game ranked #2 in one poll and #1 in the other. This was the first time in 20 years that a college football game was given the "Game of the Century" tag by the national media.

The 1966 Notre Dame vs. Michigan State football game is considered one of the greatest and most controversial games in college football history played between Michigan State and Notre Dame.  Michigan State entered the contest 9–0 and ranked No. 2, while Notre Dame entered 8–0 and ranked #1. Notre Dame elected not to try for a score on the final series; thus, the game ended in a 10–10 tie. Notre Dame went on to win or share the national title in fourteen polls (including the AP and UPI); Michigan State won or shared in three minor polls, and Alabama, who finished with the only undefeated and untied record, won two minor polls

Interestingly enough, the game was not shown live on national TV. Each team was allotted one national television appearance and two regional television appearances each season. Notre Dame had used their national TV slot in the season opening game against Purdue. ABC executives did not even want to show the game anywhere but the regional area, but pressure from the West Coast and the South (to the tune of 50,000 letters) made ABC air the game on tape delay.

Irish quarterback Terry Hanratty was knocked out after getting sacked in the first quarter by Spartan defensive lineman Bubba Smith. Starting Notre Dame running back Nick Eddy was out entirely after hurting his shoulder by slipping on ice while getting off the train in East Lansing. Center George Goeddeke wrenched his ankle on a punt play. Michigan State jumped out to a 7–0 lead behind a five-yard touchdown run by Regis Cavender early in the second quarter. Later in the half, MSU added a field goal (by barefooted Hawaiian Dick Kenney). But the Irish came back, quickly scoring a touchdown on a 34-yard pass thrown by backup quarterback Coley O'Brien over the outstretched hand of MSU safety Jess Phillips to halfback Bob Gladieux. MSU took a 10–7 lead into the locker room at the half.

Notre Dame tied the game on the first play of the fourth quarter on Joe Azzaro's 28-yard field goal. Perhaps the best second-half scoring opportunity for MSU occurred during a pass thrown from Jimmy Raye to Gene Washington. The speedy wide receiver had outrun Raye's deep pass and Notre Dame's defensive backfield. Washington was forced to double back, and in so doing was caught by the defense. Tom Schoen's second interception of the game put Notre Dame in a position to take the lead, but Azzaro's 41-yard field goal attempt missed by inches to the right. Later in the game, Notre Dame had the ball on its own 30-yard line with 1:10 left. They needed about 40 yards for a game-winning field goal. But coach Ara Parseghian, not wanting to risk a turnover that could hand the game to the Spartans, chose to run the clock out, preserving the tie and Notre Dame's No. 1 ranking. After making a first down with ten seconds left, O'Brien dropped back to pass and was sacked by Bubba Smith. On the last play of the game, O'Brien gained five yards on a quarterback sneak. The game ended in a 10–10 tie.

For nearly 50 years, Parseghian has defended his end-of-the-game strategy, which left many fans feeling disappointed at the game not having some sort of resolution. Michigan State fans and other Notre Dame detractors calling him a coward and college football expert Dan Jenkins leading off his article for Sports Illustrated by saying Parseghian chose to "Tie one for the Gipper." Others chided Notre Dame by calling them the "Tying Irish" instead of the "Fighting Irish.  "In that same article, Parseghian was quoted as saying, "We'd fought hard to come back and tie it up. After all that, I didn't want to risk giving it to them cheap. They get reckless and it could cost them the game. I wasn't going to do a jackass thing like that at this point." "The game ended in a tie," Parseghian said. "We didn't play for a tie.  "Neither Duffy Daugherty nor I expected a tie or wanted a tie," Parseghian said. "The game ended in a tie in one of the historic games. Strategically, I knew what I was doing in the game. You have to remember Duffy kicked the ball back to me. My starting quarterback, starting center, starting left tackle and all my top guys were over on the bench with me. We hadn't completed a pass in the last seven or eight attempts.”  “We were all shocked going into the tunnel together, and nobody was celebrating or talking and that’s when Duffy stated.  The most famous president of each school, Notre Dame’s Father Theodore Hesburgh and MSU’s John Hannah, together went into each locker room to console and congratulate the players. The tie resulted in 9–0–1 seasons for both Michigan State and Notre Dame. The final AP and Coaches' polls put the Irish and Spartans at No. 1 and No. 2, ranking both teams above the undefeated, and two time defending national champion 11–0–0 Alabama. Both schools shared the MacArthur Bowl.

Notre Dame beat Rose Bowl bound USC 51-0 in Los Angeles the next week, completing an undefeated regular season and moving them to #1 in both polls. The Irish did not accept bowl bids until 1969, and Michigan State was the victim of a pair of Big Ten rules that would be rescinded a few years later: the same school could not represent the league in the Rose Bowl in back-to-back seasons, and only the league Champions could accept a bowl bid, unless they refused the Rose Bowl bid or, because it was on probation, were prohibited from accepting the bid, which, in either case, would then go to the second-place team. So despite being Big Ten Champions and undefeated in the regular season, in each case for two seasons in a row, the Spartans could not play in the Rose Bowl.
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Scoring Summary

Michigan State – Cavender 5 yard run (Kenney Kick)

Michigan State – Kenney Field goal

Notre Dame – Gladieuz 34 yard pass from O’Brien (Azzaro Kick)

Notre Dame – Azzaro 28 yard Field goal
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1967 #4 USC vs #1 UCLA
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The 1967 UCLA vs. USC football game was played November 18, 1967.  The UCLA Bruins, 7–0–1 and ranked No. 1, with senior quarterback Gary Beban as a Heisman Trophy candidate, played the USC Trojans, 8–1 and ranked No. 4, with junior running back O. J. Simpson also as a Heisman candidate. This game is widely regarded as the signature game in the UCLA-USC rivalry as well as one of the 20th century Games of the Century.  The 64 yard run by O. J. Simpson for the winning touchdown is regarded as one of the greatest run plays in college football.

[image: image]

USC and UCLA began the season ranked seventh and eighth respectively. USC had been ranked #1 for six weeks since beating #5 Texas and later Michigan State. USC notched a 24–7 victory over #5 Notre Dame on October 14, 1967. UCLA opened its season with a last minute 20-16 win over #7 Tennessee (the Vols only loss that regular season), and reached #2 before tying Oregon State 16–16 on November 4. A week later in a downpour in Corvallis, Oregon, Oregon State would beat top-ranked USC 3–0, as O.J. Simpson could not get going on the muddy field. USC dropped to #2 in the UPI and #4 in the AP, while UCLA ascended to the top ranking after their 48–0 win over Washington. It was the first time since the 1955 season that UCLA was ranked #1, and only the fourth AP weekly poll in the history of the school. UCLA's tie and USC's loss were both inflicted by the Oregon State Beavers and their famed "Giant Killers" team. This game was for the championship of the AAWU (then informally known as the Pacific 8and now the Pacific 12), a berth in the Rose Bowl game, and for the likelihood that the winner of the game would be the AP Poll National Champion, as the final poll was published at the end of the regular season. The next year, the final poll would be published after the bowl games.  Aside from conference standings, the top Heisman vote getter from the previous season, Beban, would meet Simpson, one of the most explosive running backs of that season. And as with all USC-UCLA games, the "championship" of Los Angeles and bragging rights within the city were also at stake. USC was the established football power with seven national championships, the most recent in 1962. UCLA was regarded as an upstart, but had one national championship in 1954.  Both teams played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum until 1982, when UCLA first went outside the city of Los Angeles to play at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena. The 1967 game would be a USC "home" game, which meant that USC fans sat on the North side of the Coliseum, while the UCLA fans sat on the South (press box) side of the Coliseum. Both teams also wore their home uniforms when meeting at the Coliseum, UCLA in Powderkeg blue and USC in Cardinal.  The American Broadcasting Company began showing College football on television in color the previous season. By the NCAA rules, only 8 national and 5 regional telecasts were allowed during the season. This game would be the ABC-TV game of the week and would be presented live in color and feature the ABC sports "Slo Mo replay". ABC's No. 1 broadcast team of Chris Schenkel and Bud Wilkinson called the action.

UCLA opened the scoring when running back Greg Jones scored on a 12-yard run. Sophomore Zenon Andrusyshyn kicked the extra point to make it 7–0. After a USC punt, Beban had the Bruins on the move again at the USC 41-yard line. The next play, Beban took a one step drop, rolled to the right, and faked a sideline pass to the right, then wheeled around and blindly threw a pass in the left flat intended for running back Greg Jones. However, USC linebacker Pat Cashman was not fooled by the fake to the right and jumped in front of Jones to take an interception return 55 yards for a USC touchdown. Rikki Aldridge kicked the extra point to tie the game. While O.J. Simpson's 64-yard run became famous, this play by Cashman turned the game around.  In the second quarter, after a UCLA missed field goal, Earl McCullouch would run 52 yards on a flanker reverse; he fumbled near the end of the play but USC recovered. He then caught another 13-yard pass. This set up O. J. Simpson for a weaving 12-yard touchdown run through most of the UCLA defensive unit in which he dragged two tacklers to the end zone. USC led at halftime 14-7.  In the third quarter Gary Beban hit George Farmer for a touchdown pass for 53 yards to tie the score. UCLA continued to dominate in the second half, despite the fact Beban had to be helped off the field numerous times after getting hit on his injured ribs (Beban had a bad bruise and a piece of detached cartilage). Twice he drove the Bruins into field goal range. However, USC head coach John McKay had noticed that UCLA kicker Andrusyshyn kicked with a low trajectory, so he put 6'8" Bill Hayhoe in the middle of the line on the Trojans field goal defense unit; Hayhoe blocked two field goals to keep the game tied.  With the game tied 14–14 early in the fourth quarter, an injured Beban gamely threw a touchdown pass to Dave Nuttall. The extra point attempt by Andrusyshyn was tipped by Hayhoe and went wide, resulting in a 20–14 UCLA lead.  With 10:38 left in the game, USC faced a 3rd and 7 from its own 36-yard line. Trojan quarterback Toby Page, who had replaced an ineffective Steve Sogge, called a pass play, then saw the Bruin linebackers drop back into pass coverage. He changed the signals before the snap, calling an audible ("23 blast"), and handed off to Simpson. Simpson would later recall standing in his halfback position, hearing the audible and thinking to himself "Toby, it's 3rd and 7; this is a terrible call."Simpson veered to the left sideline, got a key block from fullback Dan Scott, and then cut back to the middle to run 64 yards for a touchdown. Rikki Aldridge kicked the extra point, and the Trojans led, 21–20. By now Beban could barely move or breathe, and UCLA never crossed midfield again as USC won.
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Scoring Summary

UCLA – Jones 12 yard run (Andrusushyn kick)

USC – Cashman 55 yard interception return (Aldridge kick)

USC – Simpson 12 yard run (Aldridge kick)

UCLA – Farmer 53 yard pass from Beban (Adrusushyn kick)

UCLA – Nuttall pass from Beban (Kick blocked)

USC – Simpson 64 yard run (Aldridge kick)

Playing with badly bruised ribs and the cartilage injury, Beban passed for 301 yards. Simpson had a phenomenal run and finished with two touchdowns, 177 yards and 30 carries. Commenting on Beban's heroic effort playing through injury, Famed L.A. Times columnist Jim Murray wrote among other things that he was "glad he didn't go to the opera after all," and if "Gary Beban wins the Heisman Trophy, they ought to fill it with aspirin”.  Keith Jackson, who was in his first year in ABC football broadcasting narrating the taped highlights of the game, declared it many years later to be the greatest game he has ever seen.  So did Giles Pellerin, a USC graduate who attended every game USC played from 1926 until his death at the 1998 USC-UCLA game at the Rose Bowl (797 straight games over 72 years).
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1969 #1 Texas vs #2 Arkansas

[image: ]


The 1969 Texas vs. Arkansas football game, another "Game of the Century", was played on December 6, 1969, in which # 1 Texas visited # 2 Arkansas at Razorback Stadium in Fayetteville, Arkansas. The Longhorns came back from a 14–0 deficit after three quarters to win 15–14.  They went on to win the Cotton Bowl Classic and were selected as national champions. The relative parity which had existed within the Southwest Conference ended with the arrival of Darrell Royal and Frank Broyles at their respective schools, with either Texas or Arkansas winning or sharing the SWC crown 8 out of the 10 years leading up to the game.  Both Texas and Arkansas had won one national championship in the 1960s, and the schools developed a rivalry after Arkansas defeated in consecutive years top-ranked Texas teams in 1964 and 1965.  In 1968 Texas handed Arkansas their only loss of the year.

The 1969 season marked the 100th anniversary of college football. This game would decide the Southwest Conference Championship, as well as its berth in the Cotton Bowl Classic, and ABC television executive Beano Cook arranged for Texas and Arkansas to play the final game of the regular season, moving their usual October date to the first weekend in December. ABC Sports executive Roone Arledge persuaded Arkansas coach Frank Broyles to move the game with a promise that President Richard Nixon would attend the game, and ABC would televise Arkansas' season opener in 1970 against Stanford (and its star quarterback, Jim Plunkett). Broyles even talked Arkansas officials into installing AstroTurf, then still a novelty, at Razorback Stadium. The game would kick off at Noon Central Standard Time since the stadium in Fayetteville did not have lights at the time. There were early discussions of moving the game to an evening start at War Memorial Stadium in Little Rock, where Arkansas played two or three home games per season, but ABC did not consider the lights at Little Rock to be sufficient.

For a long while, it looked as though the game would be a meeting of also-rans. Ohio State was dominating the Big Ten and the chances of the game being anything other than just the last game of the season were pretty remote. However, as the Longhorns took a Saturday off to prepare for their upcoming game on Thanksgiving Day with Texas A&M, Michigan and its upstart coach Bo Schembechler upset the Buckeyes. Texas vaulted to No. 1 in the polls and Arkansas claimed the No. 2 spot. Ultimately, due to good fortune, it worked as the move made the game the focus of the entire American sporting public, gaining a television rating of a 52.1 share, meaning more than half the TV sets in use in the country were tuned to this game. President Richard Nixon attended the game along with several members of his staff and U.S. Representatives George H. W. Bush of Texas and John Paul Hammerschmidt of Arkansas, having announced that he would give a plaque to the winner, proclaiming it to be the National Champion — to the chagrin of observers who thought it premature to do so before the New Year's Day bowl games, and of fans of Penn State University, which would also end the season undefeated. Arkansas took a 14-0 lead, and held it into the fourth quarter, but Texas came from behind to win, 15-14, and accepted Nixon's plaque.

[image: image]In the 100th year of college football, it truly was the "Game of the Century." In a game between unbeatens played at Arkansas' Razorback Stadium in Fayetteville, the Longhorns were ranked Number 1 in the country, having won 18 straight games. The Arkansas Razorbacks were ranked Number 2, having won 15 straight since their last loss to Texas in Austin a year ago. The Texas wishbone attack, then still a novelty, was an offensive juggernaut that averaged over 44 points per game coming into the contest. Arkansas led the nation in scoring defense, yielding only 6.8 points per game. In addition, both the Razorback pro-style passing offense and the Texas defense were ranked in the top ten nationally.  The Longhorns got off to a sloppy start, losing a fumble on the second play from scrimmage and turning the ball over a total of six times. A 1-yard leap into the end zone by Bill Burnett in the first quarter and a 29-yard touchdown reception by Chuck Dicus in the third quarter put the Hogs up 14–0 with 15:00 to play.  James Street scrambled for a touchdown on the first play of the fourth quarter. Longhorns coach Darrell Royal had decided before the game to go for two after the Longhorns' first touchdown to avoid a tie, and Street dove into the end zone to make it 14–8. This was an unusual decision since most teams would have delayed the decision for a two-point conversion until the next touchdown (though clearly mathematically correct, since this would have given the Longhorns a later chance to tie in case of a failed two-point try).  Arkansas quarterback Bill Montgomery next led the Razorbacks on a 73-yard drive down to the Texas 7. On third down, Montgomery was intercepted in the end zone by Danny Lester, Arkansas' first turnover of the game. A field goal would have likely put the game out of reach for Texas.  Still down 14–8, Texas began a desperate drive for the end zone that appeared to stall with 4:47 remaining when Royal opted for yet another gamble on fourth-and-3 from their own 43-yard line. During a timeout that Texas took before the fateful play, Royal shouted at Street, "Right 53 Veer Pass". The play was a deep pattern throw to the tight end. The play wasn't in the Texas game plan package. "Are you sure that's the call you want?" Street said. "Damn right I'm sure!" Royal snapped. Street had noticed Arkansas defenders looking into the Texas huddle, so he fixed his gaze on split end Cotton Speyrer while explaining the play to Randy Peschel, saying "Randy, I'm looking and pointing at Cotton, but I'm talking to you." Street then hit Peschel on the dramatic play, with Peschel making a difficult catch over his shoulder in double coverage. It gained 44 yards, putting Texas on the Razorbacks' 13.  Two plays later Jim Bertelsen ran in for the game-tying touchdown. Donnie Wigginton, the third-string quarterback who was the holder, made a big save on a high snap and Happy Feller booted the extra point for the winning score with 3:58 left.  Arkansas made a push into Texas territory, hoping for a field goal from All-American kicker Bill McClard. Arkansas was down to the Texas 40 when Tom Campbell intercepted Montgomery on the Texas 21-yard line with less than a minute left.

Texas beat Notre Dame in the Cotton Bowl Classic, and removed any doubt as to whether it deserved consideration as National Champion, although Penn State fans still insist that their team, also undefeated and winner of the Orange Bowl, was better. However, it is worth noting that the Cotton Bowl Classic first invited Penn State to play the Southwest Conference champions. The Nittany Lions declined the invitation and went to Miami, where they defeated Big Eight champion Missouri. This decision was made while Ohio State was still ranked #1 with only one game to play, so at the time, it did not appear that a national title was likely to be at stake. The 1969 Texas–Penn State conflict, never settled on the field, has been one of the major arguments in favor of a Division I-A playoff. Arkansas lost the 1970 Sugar Bowl to Ole Miss, led by Archie Manning. The entire Texas-Penn State debate and Nixon's involvement led to a quote from Penn State coach Joe Paterno, a conservative Republican, during a commencement speech at Penn State in 1973 about Nixon, "I've wondered how President Nixon could know so little about Watergate in 1973 and so much about college football in 1969." This game has been nicknamed "Dixie's Last Stand," since it was the last major American sporting event played between two all-white teams, although most of the teams in the Deep South did not integrate until the mid-1970s.

The two coaches in this game, Darrell Royal of Texas and Frank Broyles of Arkansas, both retired after the 1976 season. Both became athletic directors at their respective schools, Royal for the entire Texas athletic program and Broyles solely for the Arkansas men's program, as Arkansas had a completely separate women's athletic department from 1971 through 2007. Royal retired from his AD job in 1980, but Broyles continued on through 2007, with the men's and women's athletic programs merging immediately after his retirement. Broyles spearheaded Arkansas' move from the SWC to the SEC in 1991. Frank Broyles did retire as the head coach of the Razorbacks after the 1976 season. At that time, however, Coach Broyles had been named and served as Men's Athletic Director, as well as head coach of the Hogs since the 1974 season. After the 1976 season, he also went on to become the lead color analyst, working alongside Keith Jackson for College Football on ABC, a position he would hold for nine years, from 1977 until 1985.
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Scoring Summary

Arkansas – Burnett 1 yard run (McClard kick)

Arkansas – Dicus 29 yard pass from Montgomery (McClard kick)

Texas – Street 42 yard run (Street run)

Texas – Bertelsen 2 yard run (Feller kick)
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1971 #1 Nebraska vs #2 Oklahoma

The 1971 Nebraska vs. Oklahoma football game was the 51st edition of the rivalry, another game dubbed the "Game of the Century." The Big Eight Conference matchup was held on Thursday, November 25, 1971, in Norman, Oklahoma.  The top-ranked Nebraska Cornhuskers, defending national champions with a 20-game winning streak (and 29 without a loss), traveled south to play the second-ranked Oklahoma Sooners.  In a game that lived up to the hype, the Cornhuskers scored a late touchdown to defeat the Sooners by four, 35–31.  After the game, Dave Kindred of the Louisville Journal wrote, "They can quit playing now, they have played the perfect game."

The teams combined for 17 of 22 first-team All-Big Eight players. Nebraska had the nation’s top-ranked defense. Oklahoma had the nation's most productive offense with their wishbone averaging over 472 rushing yards per game, a NCAA record.

The Husker "Blackshirts" defense included seven first-team All-Big Eight selections, four players who would earn consensus All-America recognition during their careers and two Outland Trophy winners: tackle Larry Jacobson and middle guard Rich Glover. Glover would win both the Outland and Lombardi awards in 1972 and eventually be inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame. They were joined in the starting lineup by end Willie Harper, like Glover, a two-time All-American. John Dutton, an All-American in 1973, was a sophomore backup.  The Sooners' record-setting wishbone attack was led by All-American QB Jack Mildren who rushed for over 1,000 yards, but was also a very good passer. His weapons were Heisman candidate HB Greg Pruitt, who averaged a stunning 9.5 yards per carry and speedy split end Jon Harrison. Future College Football Hall of Famer Tom Brahaney was the anchor at center.  The Husker offense was led by junior flanker Johnny Rodgers, a future Heisman Trophy winner, senior quarterback Jerry Tagge, and bullish senior tailback Jeff Kinney; the latter two were first round picks in the 1972 NFL Draft. The Sooner defense was anchored by all-Big 8 defensive tackle Derland Moore, a future All-American and NFL Pro Bowler.

With a kickoff shortly before 3 pm EST, ABC-TV broadcast the game nationally to an estimated 55 million viewers (at the time the largest television audience ever for a college football game). Chris Schenkel did the play-by-play, color analysis was provided by Oklahoma's legendary former coach, Bud Wilkinson, with Bill Flemming reporting from the sidelines. Before the game, Schenkel and Wilkinson emerged from the tunnel leading to the field, and when the Oklahoma crowd spotted Wilkinson, they erupted into applause. They came to their feet with admiration for the Minnesota-born coach who had guided the Sooners to prominence with three national championships and an NCAA record 47-game winning streak in the 1950s

The game was played at Owen Field in Norman on Thanksgiving Day. Not only at stake was the Big Eight title, but also the #1 national ranking in the polls. However, the bowl trips had already been determined before the game, with Nebraska going to the Orange in Miami and Oklahoma headed for the Sugar in New Orleans. Two days after Thanksgiving, #5 Auburn (9–0) with Heisman Trophy winner Pat Sullivan at quarterback, hosted #3 Alabama (10–0) for the SEC title, the two opponents that Oklahoma and Nebraska would play.  Given the magnitude of the game, Devaney had even had his players' food flown in from Lincoln, in case gamblers attempted to induce a hotel chef to give the Huskers food poisoning.  The NU-OU game went back and forth, with three lead changes in the second half. The Cornhuskers struck first, with Rodgers shocking the Sooners with a 72-yard punt return for a touchdown after the Sooners' first possession was stopped. Although over 45 years ago, the punt return remains one of college football's signature moments.

The first half was atypical for both teams, as the Huskers' potent offense was stymied by the underrated Sooner defense; meanwhile, the Sooners devastating wishbone offense was blunted by the brutal Nebraska defense, as the Sooners had several turnovers and were continually frustrated by Husker middle guard Rich Glover, who ended up with twenty-two tackles on the day, despite lining up across from All-American OU center Tom Brahaney.  Nebraska held a 14–3 advantage, the largest lead of the day, but Oklahoma came back. Relying almost entirely on Jack Mildren's arm and legs, the Sooners grabbed a 17–14 lead on two long passes from Mildren to Harrison with just seconds left before halftime. For the first time all season, the Cornhuskers trailed.

Relying on a power running game, the Huskers retook the lead and led 28–17 going into the fourth quarter. Mildren led the Sooners back with a pair of touchdowns, and Oklahoma led 31–28 with 7:05 to play. The Huskers got the ball back on their own 26-yard line. Getting to the Oklahoma 48, Husker quarterback Jerry Tagge threw to Rodgers, who broke tackles and ran all the way to the 15. Tailback Jeff Kinney then carried four times, the last resulting in his fourth touchdown of the game, and Nebraska regained the lead at 35–31 with only 98 seconds remaining. Sacks of Mildren on third and fourth down in Sooner territory finished the game off as a Nebraska win. Kinney rushed for 171 yards on 31 carries (5.5 avg.).

This game, much more than the previous year's national championship, made Nebraska a program with a national following. Already having sold every seat available at their Memorial Stadium since coach Bob Devaney arrived in 1962, they would be a perennial national championship contender and a frequent presence on national TV.

The Cornhuskers had one more regular season game to play, venturing well southwest to Honolulu to crush Hawaii 45–3. Nebraska then traveled southeast to the Orange Bowl in Miami and soundly defeated the #2 Alabama Crimson Tide 38–6 on New Year's Day night for consecutive national titles.  Pruitt did not win the Heisman, which went to quarterback Pat Sullivan of Auburn; the announcement came only hours after the conclusion of the Nebraska-Oklahoma game. The Sooners ended the regular season by destroying Oklahoma State in Stillwater 58–14.

By a coincidence, Auburn was the Oklahoma's opponent in the Sugar Bowl, and the Sooners won 40–22. The top three teams in the final AP poll for the 1971 season were from the Big Eight: Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Colorado. The top two teams had never been from the same conference, and this year had three.
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Scoring Summary

Nebraska – Rodgers 72 yard punt return (Sanger kick)

Oklahoma – Carroll 30 yard Field goal

Nebraska – Kinney 1 yard run (Sanger kick)

Oklahoma – Mildren 3 yard run (Carroll kick)

Oklahoma – Harrison 24 yard pass from Mildren (Carroll kick)

Nebraska – Kinney 3 yard run (Sanger kick)

Nebraska – Kinney 1 yard run (Sanger kick)

Oklahoma – Mildren 2 yard run (Carroll kick)

Oklahoma – Harrison 16 yard pass from Mildren (Carroll kick)

Nebraska – Kinney 2 yard run (Sanger kick)
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The 1987 Fiesta Bowl was the 16th edition of the Fiesta Bowl, played annually since 1971 at Sun Devil Stadium in Tempe, Arizona.  This particular Fiesta Bowl was played on January 2, 1987 and pitted the #1 Miami Hurricanes against the #2 Penn State Nittany Lions. Since the game would determine the college football national champion for the 1986 season, the organizers of the Fiesta Bowl — which, since it established itself as a January bowl, had been played in the afternoon — decided to move the game back from New Year's Day to January 2 and play it in the early evening (Arizona time) so it could be carried in primetime in the Eastern and Central time zones by NBC, the Fiesta Bowl's then-television carrier.  The 1987 Fiesta Bowl drew a 25.1 rating for NBC, which the bowl organizers claimed was a record for any college football game; the 1980 Rose Bowl, which NBC also aired, drew a 28.6 rating but was seen in fewer homes than the Fiesta Bowl, which was viewed in 21.9 million versus the 21.8 million the Rose Bowl had been viewed in.

Pre-game buildup - The game was described by many commentators as a battle between "Good versus Evil."  On the flight to the game the entire Miami Hurricane team changed into military-style fatigues to play into the "warfare" element of the contest. The game had been referred to as the "Duel in the Desert."  

Bowl selection - Although the Fiesta Bowl had been played on New Year's Day since the 1982 game, it was not considered by many to be a major bowl game.  The Fiesta Bowl, meanwhile, had not had a tie in with a conference since the Western Athletic Conference's contract with the game expired in 1978. Although in most of the years since a team in the western United States received an invitation to the bowl, the Fiesta Bowl was free to extend an invitation to anyone who they desired.  The climate of college football was different in 1986 as opposed to today.  In 1986, however, things were different as the top two teams at the end of the season were independents. This required a different plan as to how to resolve this, due to the fact that neither team had contractual ties to a bowl. All of the bowl games had been set except for the one that Miami and Penn State would be playing in for the national championship. The Fiesta Bowl selection committee's only opposition came from the organizers of the Citrus Bowl in Orlando, which like the Fiesta Bowl was not locked in to taking anyone from a conference. The bidding process resulted in the game being awarded to the Arizona bowl, and this allowed the Fiesta Bowl to gain much more national prestige than it had before and eventually enabled it to replace the Cotton Bowl as one of the four major bowl games; the Fiesta Bowl became part of the Bowl Alliance and Bowl Championship Series years later.  

Miami Hurricanes - Miami entered the game with a seemingly unstoppable team. The Hurricanes had outscored their opponents during the season 420-136 en route to a perfect regular season. They had held the #1 ranking since handing the reigning champion (and eventual #3) Oklahoma Sooners their only loss during the fourth week of the season. The 1986 Heisman Trophy winner, Vinny Testaverde starred at Quarterback. The team also featured All-Americans Jerome Brown and Bennie Blades on defense, future NFL Hall-of-Famer Michael Irvin at wide receiver, and running back Alonzo Highsmith, the eventual No. 3 pick in the 1987 NFL draft.

Penn State Nittany Lions - Penn State came into the game with a different pedigree. Also 11-0 and undefeated, the Nittany Lions had nonetheless looked rather beatable, with close wins against Cincinnati, Maryland, and Notre Dame, all teams with .500 records or worse. However, the Lions relished their underdog status and their ability to shut teams down with a stifling, highly rated defense. They had All-Americans at linebacker (Shane Conlan), defensive tackle (Tim Johnson), running back (D.J. Dozier) and offensive tackle (Chris Conlin). "We were a team that couldn't be intimidated, and that's what Miami liked to do to other players," linebacker Pete Giftopoulos later observed. "How are you going to intimidate a bunch of steel-town kids from Pittsburgh, Ohio, Pennsylvania? You just can't do that."

Game summary - Miami vastly out gained Penn State on the field, 445 yards to 162, with 22 first downs compared to the Nittany Lions' 8. However, the Hurricanes were hampered by 7 turnovers, including 5 interceptions of the Heisman-winning Testaverde.  Miami's only touchdown was the result of a John Shaffer fumble that the Hurricanes recovered at the Penn State 23. Miami then took four plays to score the go-ahead touchdown.  The Nittany Lions responded with their only sustained drive of the night, going 74 yards in 13 plays, culminating in Shaffer's 4-yard scamper into the end zone. The halftime score was a 7-7 tie.  After Miami scored a field goal to retake the lead, Shane Conlan grabbed his second interception of the night, returning it 39 yards to the Miami 5. The first Penn State snap was fumbled, but the Nittany Lions recovered. D.J. Dozier then followed with a 6-yard run for the go-ahead touchdown.  Miami still had over 8 minutes on the clock, but fumbled on their next possession. With Penn State unable to move the ball, Miami began their last drive on their own 23 with 3:07 left in the game. A 4th-down completion to Brian Blades went for 31 yards and moved Miami into Penn State territory. With a minute left, Testaverde hit Michael Irvin at the Penn State 10. The connection put the Hurricanes inside the 5 with 45 seconds left. Even with a national championship at stake, though, Penn State linebacker Pete Giftopoulos said the Penn State defense stayed calm. "We had some great leaders—(seniors) Shane Conlan, Timmy Johnson, Bob White," he said. "They were key character people. To not see any fear in their eyes helped me as a junior and helped the other players to play the game. ... Nobody was losing it in the huddle, nobody was screaming. Everyone was like, 'Here's the play; let's do it.'"  On second-and-goal, Testaverde dropped back, but Tim Johnson broke free and sacked him. On third down, Testaverde threw incomplete into the flat. On fourth-and-goal, with 18 seconds left, Testaverde threw to the end zone, but was intercepted by Giftopoulos. The interception, Giftopoulos' second of the game (and Testaverde's fifth), ensured Penn State's second national title in five years.
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Scoring Summary

Miami - Bratton 1 yard run (Cox kick)

Penn State - Shaffer 4 yard run (Manca kick)

Miami – Seelig 38 yard field goal

Penn State – Dozier 6 yard run (Manca kick)
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