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How to Use This Book

This is an encyclopedia. Although it is presented in chronological order, it was not really designed for reading from cover to cover.

Most readers will immediately turn to an era or a year which interests them and read that section, but here are a number of other suggestions on how to benefit from the information in this book.

1. Browse

2. Specific Search

Use the index to find the item of interest, and read each entry. It is important to use the index to cover the whole matter, because although there is cross-referencing within the text, those references will not necessarily give a comprehensive listing on the item of interest to you.

3. Historical Perspective

This book was designed to give the researcher or reader a sense of historical perspective. It begins with a one-page chart of the various eras of Jewish history, moves on to a time line of its highlights, and then continues with a more detailed time line of major events before proceeding with the detailed text, which is also in chronological order.

To gain a proper perspective, it is possible to zero in on an event (or person), and then withdraw to the broader perspectives for a telescoping effect. The book does not concentrate on biographical detail, but it is more concerned with placing events in their proper chronological setting.

Square brackets [ ] have been used to enclose reference material of importance to scholars.

Many items and “snippets” of information have been enclosed in parentheses to indicate either (a) the secondary importance of the information or (b) that the documentation of that information is not as sound as the rest of the statement.

For “Living in the Year” charts where the dates are uncertain, the earliest estimate has been given for the date of birth and the latest estimate for the date of death.

Outline

Jewish history is divided here into four sections. Each section is subdivided into the various eras (tekufot), each being presented as a chapter.

Some eras are subdivided into chapters because of natural historical demarcations, or to reduce excessive length. In such instances the breaks have been placed at some point of significance.

Time lines are presented to enhance the reader’s perspective of Jewish history.

Time Line 1: The Total Spectrum of Jewish History. This is a listing of the four major sections into which history is divided here and the fifteen eras and their subdivisions. It gives a wide-angle view of Jewish history on one page.

Time Line 2: Highlights of Jewish History. This five-page listing adds only the very major and/or familiar events to the previous time line. Because of the addition of detail, the reader’s focus needs to narrow down, although the wide-angle view is still there.

Time Line 3: Major Events in Jewish History. This eight-page listing adds more detail yet, and may therefore be somewhat daunting to a reader not very familiar with Jewish history. After having read through a portion of the main text, the reader will find this time line useful for stepping back and seeing it all within a larger framework. (Segments of this time line appear at the start of every chapter, some of them with even more detail.)

Significant events are highlighted within these time lines, to add further dimension to their usefulness. This highlighting allows for two levels of increased significance: (1) bold, all upper case (2) bold, upper and lower case.


Preface

This book is a digest of the history of biblical and talmudic times, post-talmudic scholars (major events in their lives), and events that affected Jewish life in general until this day. The major objective of this book is to cover over 5,700 years of Jewish history, listing events that occurred, and to allow the reader to develop a sense of perspective and milieu.

It is otherwise concerned with the endeavors of individual Jews or organizations, where these affected the general flow of Jewish history or served as an indication of trends in Jewish life, but does not devote any detailed attention to the personalities and developments of nontraditional or secular Jewish trends. Similarly, it does not concern itself with the particulars of non-Jewish persons or governments, even when those details had some bearing on the events of Jewish history (and particularly when those details only confuse the flow of events). For example:

(1) Outstanding Jewish personalities such as Albert Einstein are not mentioned in this book (he had no direct impact on Jewish history). (2) Details with regard to many Jewish personalities who were very prominent in the development of current secular or nontraditional movements are not listed. (3) Details concerning the Roman procurators who ruled in Eretz Yisrael prior to the destruction of the second Beit Hamikdash have been omitted because they were well documented from Roman sources, and such detail would only serve to overpower the impact of the not-so-well-documented Jewish personalities and events of that period.

The scope of this book, then, is very specific. It is an indexed chronological listing or digest of events and people in biblical, talmudic, and post-talmudic Jewish history (quoting the sources of information until the end of the Talmud era), which places emphasis on the proper sequence of events. Events are listed in their year of occurrence unless otherwise indicated.

It is an attempt to list in a clear, but very brief, manner all the important information available, presenting it in a readable manner to the lay reader. For the sake of clarity, it has been necessary to omit certain details that would only inject confusion, not clarity.

This book does not attempt to chronologically synchronize events that occurred prior to the secular year 1, based on biblical and talmudic sources with events from other sources. That is the scope of an entirely different book.

It is important to note that the Talmud and Talmudists share two fundamental differences with the prevailing attitudes to history.

(1) The Talmud maintains that the overall quality of the intellectual and spiritual caliber of people has declined as the generations have proceeded [Tal.Shab.112b,Eruv.53a /Igg.R.Sher.G.]; Talmud scholars of a particular era (tekufa) have always maintained a deep and somewhat mystical respect for the scholars in preceding eras [Tal.B.B.12a, Ramban /See Appendix D]. 

(2) The Talmud considers unwritten communication to be superior to written material. In fact, written material was viewed as a concession to the lower standards of later generations [Tal.Tem.14b,Ket.103b /Rashi B.M.33a /Mmn.Hakd.L’Yad /Hakd.S’MaG].

These two “axioms” deliver a different set of instruments with which to measure history and the importance of people and events.

[image: Image]

In the presentation of the personalities and events of modern Jewish history, an attempt has been made to use the same perspectives as used for previous centuries. Many of today’s notable events and personalities, therefore, have not been highlighted in a manner commensurate with their current prominence, and other events and personalities may have been projected into greater importance in this book than their current recognition warrants, either because their significance has not yet been felt, or because they will eventually be recognized as having a more lasting nature. It is entirely possible, therefore, that with the passage of time this book may become inaccurate in its perspective of current Jewish history.

[image: Image]

Basically this book sets out to present:

(1) information on traditional Jewish history in a clear, concise form.

(2) Jewish history in a systematic manner, so that even the novice can develop a clear sense of perspective.

To achieve these aims, events have been listed with a finely balanced sense of importance. An event, for example, may be downgraded and not headlined because of the lack of clarity in the exact date. On the other hand, there are personalities in the Talmud for whom a relative abundance of biographical detail is available, yet they have not necessarily been given prominence in direct relation to that information, but have been considered in the perspective of their total impact on Jewish history.

This book emphasizes the chronological placement of events and people, but only deals very briefly with biographical details of personalities. Often more details are given about less-famous people than famous ones, because it is assumed that the reader has some prior knowledge of the famous or has access to reliable biographical material elsewhere. It is also considered unlikely that brevity would distort the historical impact of the famous.

In instances of massacres of Jews, a total number of casualties is often given and then instances of specific incidents are chronologically listed. The specifics are not comprehensive and include only major incidents or those incidents that serve to illustrate the nature of the occurrences.


Time Line 1: The Total Spectrum of Jewish History

THE BEGINNINGS





	Chapter   1

	The New World




	Chapter   2

	The Forefathers




	Chapter   3

	Living in Egypt





THE NATION





	Chapter   4

	Moshe the Leader




	Chapter   5

	Judges and Early Prophets




	Chapter   6

	Kings and the First Beit Hamikdash





RIVERS OF BABYLON, CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA (JUDEA)





	Chapter   7

	Exile in Babylon




	Chapter   8

	The Second Beit Hamikdash



	 

	Greek Cultural Domination




	 

	Kingdom of Yehuda (Judea)–Dynasty of the Chasmona’im




	 

	Roman Client Kings and Rulers–The Herodlan Dynasty




	Chapter   9

	The Talmudic Era: The Mishna




	Chapter 10

	The Talmudic Era: The Gemara




	Chapter 11

	The Talmudic Academies of Bavel




	 

	The Rabbanan Savurai




	 

	The Ge’onim and Arabic Dominion





UNIVERSAL DISPERSION





	Chapter 12

	The Rishonim–Early Scholars




	 

	Early Rishonim, Tosaphot, and the Crusade Massacres




	 

	Later Rishonim, Persecutions, and Expulsions




	Chapter 13

	The Kov’im, Torah Consolidation, and the Shulchan Aruch




	Chapter 14

	The Acharonim–Later Scholars




	 

	Acharonim and Early Chasidim




	 

	Later Acharonim and Changing Society




	Chapter 15

	The Holocaust, the Independent State of Israel, and the Current Era




	 

	The Holocaust




	 

	The Independent State of Israel and the Current Era






Time Line 2: Highlights of Jewish History



	 

	THE BEGINNINGS

	 




	 

	Chapter 1 THE NEW WORLD

	 




	Jewish
Year

	 

	Secular
Year




	1

	THE CREATION OF THE WORLD AND ADAM AND CHAVA (EVE)

	–3760




	1656

	THE GREAT FLOOD COVERED THE EARTH

	–2105




	 

	Chapter 2 THE FOREFATHERS

	 




	1996

	Dispersion from Bavel (Babel) after the tower was built

	–1765




	2018

	THE COVENANT (BRIT BEIN HABETARIM) WITH AVRAHAM

	–1743




	2084

	THE AKEDA: YITZCHAK WAS PREPARED TO BE A SACRIFICE

	–1677




	2229

	Yosef became viceroy of Egypt

	–1532




	2238

	YAAKOV AND HIS FAMILY WENT TO EGYPT

	–1523




	 

	Chapter 3 LIVING IN EGYPT

	 




	2332

	THE ENSLAVEMENT IN EGYPT BEGAN

	–1429




	2447

	Moshe saw the burning bush

	–1314




	2448

	THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL LEFT EGYPT

	–1313




	 

	THE NATION

	 




	 

	Chapter 4 MOSHE THE LEADER

	 




	2448

	THE REVELATION ON MOUNT SINAI

	–1313




	2488

	Moshe died

	–1273




	 

	Chapter 5 JUDGES AND EARLY PROPHETS

	 




	2488

	Bnei Yisrael crossed the Jordan into Canaan

	–1273




	2503

	The apportionment of Eretz Yisrael was completed

	–1258




	2516

	Yehoshua died

	–1245




	2533

	The rule of the Shoftim (Judges) commenced

	–1228




	2654

	Devorah became leader

	–1107




	2694

	Gideon became leader

	–1067




	2810

	Shimshon (Samson) became leader

	–951




	2871

	Shmuel became leader

	–890




	 

	Chapter 6 KINGS AND THE FIRST BEIT HAMIKDASH

	 




	2882

	Shaul was appointed king

	–879




	2892

	DAVID BECAME KING OF ISRAEL IN YERUSHALAYIM

	–869




	2924

	Shlomo became king

	–837




	2935

	THE FIRST BEIT HAMIKDASH WAS COMPLETED

	–826




	3142

	Yeshayahu (Isaiah) began his prophecies

	–619




	3205

	THE LAST OF THE TEN TRIBES WERE EXILED

	–556




	3298

	Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) began his prophecies

	–463




	3338

	THE FIRST BEIT HAMIKDASH WAS DESTROYED

	–423




	 

	RIVERS OF BABYLON, CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA (JUDEA)

	 




	 

	Chapter 7 EXILE IN BABYLON

	 




	3339

	Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed

	–423




	3352

	Yechezk’el prophesied about the future Beit Hamikdash

	–410




	3389

	Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den

	–372




	3390

	Zerubavel led the return to Eretz Yisrael

	–371




	3399

	Esther was taken to the palace

	–362




	3406

	MORDECHAI PROCLAIMED PURIM

	–355




	 

	Chapter 8 THE SECOND BEIT HAMIKDASH

	 




	3412

	THE SECOND BEIT HAMIKDASH WAS COMPLETED

	–349




	3413

	Ezra led the second return to Eretz Yisrael

	–348




	3426

	Nechemyah returned to rebuild the walls of Yerushalayim

	–335




	3448

	Shimon HaTzadik met Alexander the Great

	–313




	 

	Greek Cultural Domination

	 




	3515

	Seventy-two elders translated the Torah into Greek (Septuagint)

	–246




	 

	Kingdom of Yehuda (Judea)–Dynasty of the Chashmona’im

	 




	3622

	Yehuda (HaMaccabi) ruled

	–139




	3623

	CHANUKA WAS DECLARED A FESTIVAL

	–138




	3700

	The Romans gained control of Yehuda (Judea)

	–61




	 

	Roman Client Kings and Rulers–The Herodian Dynasty

	 




	3742

	Herod I commenced rebuilding the second Beit Hamikdash

	–19




	3768

	Hillel died

	8




	3826

	Vespasian arrived in Yehuda to reassert Roman authority

	66




	3829

	THE SECOND BEIT HAMIKDASH WAS DESTROYED

	69




	 

	Chapter 9 THE TALMUDIC ERA: THE MISHNA

	 




	3834

	R.Yochanan ben Zakkai died

	74




	3893

	Betar fell and Bar Kochba’s revolt ended in tragedy

	133




	3894

	Judaism was banned, and R.Akiva was imprisoned

	134




	3949

	R.YEHUDA HANASSI COMPLETED THE MISHNA AROUND THIS TIME

	189




	 

	Chapter 10 THE TALMUDIC ERA: THE GEMARA

	 




	3979

	Rav left Eretz Yisrael and settled in Bavel (Babylonia)

	219




	4007

	Shmuel was the Talmudic authority in Bavel

	247




	4014

	R.Yochanan was the leading Talmudic authority

	254




	4085

	Abbayé was the leading Talmudic authority

	325




	4098

	Rava was the leading Talmudic authority

	338




	4187

	R.Ashi died after the compilation of the Gemara

	427




	4235

	THE TALMUD WAS COMPLETE WHEN RAVINA II DIED

	475




	 

	Chapter 11 THE TALMUDIC ACADEMIES OF BAVEL

	 




	 

	The Rabbanan Savurai

	 




	4311

	Mar Zutra proclaimed Jewish self-rule in Babylonia

	551




	 

	The Ge’onim and Arabic Dominion

	 




	4349

	The Metivta of Pumpedita was reconstituted

	589




	4369

	The Metivta of Sura was reconstituted

	609




	4397

	The Arabs conquered Eretz Yisrael

	637




	4519

	The Halachot Gedolot (BaHaG) was written at this time

	759




	4688

	Rbnu. Saadya was appointed Gaon of Sura

	928




	4715

	“Four Captives” were ransomed at around this time

	955




	4798

	R.HAI GAON DIED AND THE ACADEMIES OF BAVEL DECLINED

	1038




	 

	UNIVERSAL DISPERSION

	 




	 

	Chapter 12 THE RISHONIM–EARLY SCHOLARS

	 




	 

	Early Rishonim, Tosaphot, and the Crusade Massacres

	 




	4856

	THE FIRST CRUSADE DESTROYED JEWISH COMMUNITIES

	1096




	4859

	Yerushalayim was captured by the Crusaders

	1099




	4865

	RASHI DIED AND THE ERA OF THE TOSAPHOT BEGAN

	1105




	4895

	THE RAMBAM (MAIMONIDES) WAS BORN

	1135




	4904

	THE FIRST (RECORDED) BLOOD LIBEL TOOK PLACE

	1144




	4907

	The Second Crusade attacked Jewish communities

	1147




	4948

	Jews were allowed to return to Yerushalayim

	1187




	4950

	Jews were massacred in England in the Third Crusade

	1190




	4996

	Rampaging mobs massacred Jews in France

	1236




	5002

	A massive burning of the Talmud took place in Paris

	1242




	5004

	Yerushalayim was sacked by Egyptians and Turks

	1244




	5012

	The Inquisition began to use torture

	1252




	5030

	The Ramban (Nachmanides) died in Eretz Yisrael

	1270




	5050

	THE ERA OF THE TOSAPHOT CONCLUDED AROUND THIS TIME

	1290




	 

	Later Rishonim, Persecutions, and Expulsions

	 




	5050

	The Jews were expelled from England

	1290




	5058

	The Rindfleisch massacres began

	1298




	5066

	The Jews were expelled from France

	1306




	5080

	Jews were massacred by the Pastoureaux Crusaders

	1320




	5096

	Jews of Germany were massacred by the Armledder bands

	1336




	5109

	THE BLACK DEATH MASSACRES SWEPT ACROSS EUROPE

	1349




	5151

	Jews of Spain were massacred, many became Marranos

	1391




	5155

	The final expulsion of Jews from France

	1394




	5181

	Jews of Austria were massacred in the Wiener Gezera

	1421




	5235

	THE INVENTION OF PRINTING WAS USED FOR JEWISH BOOKS

	1475




	5241

	The Inquisition was established in Spain

	1481




	5252

	THE JEWS WERE EXPELLED FROM SPAIN AND SICILY

	1492




	 

	Chapter 13 THE KOV’IM, TORAH CONSOLIDATION,
AND THE SHULCHAN ARUCH

	 




	5257

	The Jews were expelled from Portugal

	1496




	5276

	The Turks (Ottoman Empire) conquered Eretz Yisrael

	1516




	5314

	A mass burning of Jewish books took place in Rome

	1553




	5330

	SHULCHAN ARUCH PUBLISHED WITH SUPPLEMENTS OF RAMO

	1570




	5408

	THE JEWS WERE MASSACRED BY CHMIELNITZKI’S FORCES

	1648




	 

	Chapter 14 THE ACHARONIM–LATER SCHOLARS

	 




	5414

	The first Jews settled in New Amsterdam (New York)

	1654




	5415

	Jews killed in Russian and Swedish invasions of Poland

	1655




	5416

	Jews were permitted to live in England

	1656




	5437

	SHABBETAI TZVI DIED AS A MUSLIM

	1676




	5458

	THE BA’AL SHEM TOV WAS BORN

	1698




	5494

	Jews were massacred by the Haidamack bands

	1734




	 

	Acharonim and Early Chasidim

	 




	5528

	The Haidamacks massacred thousands of Jews

	1768




	5551

	The Pale of Settlement was established in Russia

	1791




	5579

	Anti-Jewish (Hep! Hep!) riots spread throughout Germany

	1819




	5587

	Russia began conscripting Jewish children into the army

	1827




	 

	Later Acharonim and Changing Society

	 




	5641

	MANY JEWS BEGAN LEAVING RUSSIA AFTER A WAVE OF POGROMS

	1881




	5665

	Many Jews were killed In (official) Russian pogroms

	1905




	5674

	Over 500,000 Jewish soldiers fought in World War 1

	1914




	5678

	Over 60,000 Jews were killed during Russian Revolution

	1918




	5699

	Jews were attacked in Kristallnacht pogrom in Germany

	1938




	 

	Chapter 15 THE HOLOCAUST, THE INDEPENDENT STATE OF ISRAEL,
AND THE CURRENT ERA

	 




	 

	The Holocaust

	 




	5699

	Germany started World War II and mass killing of Jews

	1939




	5703

	THE REMAINING JEWS IN WARSAW STAGED A MASSIVE UPRISING

	1943




	5705

	Nazi Germany was conquered and World War II ended

	1945




	5705

	6,000,000 JEWS WERE KILLED BY THE NAZIS DURING THE WAR

	1945




	 

	The Independent State of Israel and the Current Era

	 




	5708

	THE STATE OF ISRAEL WAS ESTABLISHED IN ERETZ YISRAEL

	1948




	5709

	The War of Independence (in Eretz Yisrael) ended

	1949




	5717

	Jewish forces invaded Egypt and conquered the Sinai

	1956




	5727

	YERUSHALAYIM REUNITED UNDER JEWISH RULE IN SIX DAY WAR

	1967




	5734

	2,500 Jewish soldiers were killed in Yom Kippur war

	1973




	5742

	Massive enemy arsenals were discovered in Lebanon

	1982






Time Line 3: Major Events in Jewish History



	 

	THE BEGINNINGS

	 




	 

	Chapter 1 THE NEW WORLD

	 




	Jewish
Year

	 

	Secular
Year




	1

	THE CREATION OF THE WORLD AND ADAM AND CHAVA (EVE)

	–3760




	687

	Metushelach (Methuselah) was born

	–3074




	930

	Adam died

	–2831




	1056

	Noah was born

	–2705




	1558

	Shem was born

	–2203




	1656

	THE GREAT FLOOD COVERED THE EARTH

	–2105




	1723

	Ever was born

	–2038




	 

	Chapter 2 THE FOREFATHERS

	 




	1948

	Avraham (Abraham) was born

	–1813




	1996

	Dispersion from Bavel (Babel) after the tower was built

	–1765




	2006

	Noah died

	–1755




	2018

	THE COVENANT (BRIT BEIN HABETARIM) WITH AVRAHAM

	–1743




	2023

	Avraham came to settle in Canaan

	–1738




	2048

	Avraham circumcised himself and Yishmael

	–1713




	2048

	Sdom and Amorrah were destroyed

	–1713




	2048

	Yitzchak (Isaac) was born

	–1713




	2084

	THE AKEDA: YITZCHAK WAS PREPARED TO BE A SACRIFICE

	–1677




	2084

	Sarah died

	–1677




	2108

	Yaakov (Jacob) and Eisav (Esau) were born

	–1653




	2123

	Avraham died

	–1638




	2158

	Shem died

	–1603




	2171

	Yitzchak blessed Yaakov instead of Eisav

	–1590




	2192

	Yaakov married Leah and Rachel

	–1569




	2199

	Yosef (Joseph) was born

	–1562




	2205

	Yaakov left Charan

	–1556




	2216

	Yosef was sold

	–1545




	2228

	Yitzchak died

	–1533




	2229

	Yosef became Viceroy of Egypt

	–1532




	2238

	YAAKOV AND HIS FAMILY WENT TO EGYPT

	–1523




	 

	Chapter 3 LIVING IN EGYPT

	 




	2255

	Yaakov died

	–1506




	2309

	Yosef died

	–1452




	2332

	THE ENSLAVEMENT IN EGYPT BEGAN

	–1429




	2368

	Moshe (Moses) was born

	–1393




	2406

	Yehoshua (Joshua) was born

	–1355




	2447

	Moshe saw the burning bush

	–1314




	2448

	THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL LEFT EGYPT

	–1313




	 

	THE NATION

	 




	 

	Chapter 4 MOSHE THE LEADER

	 




	2448

	THE REVELATION ON MOUNT SINAI

	–1313




	2449

	Moshe came down Sinai with the second tablets

	–1312




	2449

	The Mishkan (Tabernacle) was erected

	–1312




	2449

	The spies returned from Canaan with bad news

	–1312




	2487

	Aharon and Miriam died

	–1274




	2488

	Moshe died

	–1273




	 

	Chapter 5 JUDGES AND EARLY PROPHETS

	 




	2488

	Bnei Yisrael crossed the Jordan into Canaan

	–1273




	2503

	The apportionment of Eretz Yisrael was completed

	–1258




	2516

	Yehoshua died

	–1245




	2533

	The rule of the Shoftim (Judges) commenced

	–1228




	2654

	Devorah became leader

	–1107




	2694

	Gideon became leader

	–1067




	2810

	Shimshon (Samson) became leader

	–951




	2830

	Eli (HaKohen) became leader

	–931




	2854

	David ben Yishai was born

	–907




	2871

	Shmuel became leader

	–890




	 

	Chapter 6 KINGS AND THE FIRST BEIT HAMIKDASH

	 




	2882

	Shaul was appointed king

	–879




	2884

	David became king in Hevron (Hebron)

	–877




	2892

	DAVID BECAME KING OF ISRAEL IN YERUSHALAYIM

	–869




	2924

	Shlomo became king

	–837




	2928

	Building of the first Beit Hamikdash commenced

	–833




	2935

	THE FIRST BEIT HAMIKDASH WAS COMPLETED

	–826




	2964

	SHLOMO DIED AND HIS KINGDOM WAS DIVIDED

	–797




	3084

	Yeho’ash I (Joash) renovated the Beit Hamikdash

	–677




	3142

	Yeshayahu (Isaiah) began his prophecies

	–619




	3187

	First two of the ten tribes were exiled

	–574




	3195

	Two more of the ten tribes were exiled

	–566




	3199

	Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) became king of Yehuda

	–562




	3205

	THE LAST OF THE TEN TRIBES WERE EXILED

	–556




	3213

	Sancheriv invaded Eretz Yehuda

	–548




	3228

	Menasheh (son of Chizkiyahu) became king of Yehuda

	–533




	3298

	Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) began his prophecies

	–463




	3303

	Yoshiyahu (Josiah) renovated the Beit Hamikdash

	–458




	3319

	Yerushalayim was conquered, and Yehoyakim was exiled

	–442




	3321

	Yehoyakim burned Megillat Eycha

	–440




	3327

	Yerushalayim was conquered again and Yehoyachin was exiled

	–434




	3331

	Yirmiyahu persisted in prophesying calamity

	–430




	3332

	Yechezk’el (Ezekiel) prophesied in exile

	–429




	3336

	The final siege of Yerushalayim

	–425




	3338

	THE FIRST BEIT HAMIKDASH WAS DESTROYED

	–423




	 

	RIVERS OF BABYLON, CONVULSIONS IN YEHUDA WDEA)

	 




	 

	Chapter 7 EXILE IN BABYLON

	 




	3339

	Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed

	–423




	3340

	Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnetzar’s dream

	–421




	3352

	Yechezk’el prophesied about the future Beit Hamikdash

	–410




	3389

	Daniel read the writing on the wall

	–372




	3389

	Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den

	–372




	3390

	Zerubavel led the return to Eretz Yisrael

	–371




	3391

	Building of second Beit Hamikdash began and was stopped

	–370




	3395

	Achashverosh II made his great banquet

	–366




	3399

	Esther was taken to the palace

	–362




	3404

	Esther took action against Haman’s decree

	–357




	3406

	MORDECHAI PROCLAIMED PURIM

	–355




	3408

	Building of the second Beit Hamikdash was resumed

	–353




	3412

	THE SECOND BEIT HAMIKDASH WAS COMPLETED

	–349




	 

	Chapter 8 THE SECOND BEIT HAMIKDASH

	 




	3413

	Ezra led the second return to Eretz Yisrael

	–348




	3426

	Nechemyah returned to rebuild the walls of Yerushalayim

	–335




	3448

	EZRA DIED

	–313




	3448

	Shimon HaTzadik met Alexander the Great

	–313




	3449

	The Minyan Shtarot began

	–313




	 

	Greek Cultural Domination

	 




	3488

	Shimon HaTzadik died

	–273




	3515

	Seventy-two elders translated the Torah into Greek (Septuagint)

	–246




	3621

	The revolt of Mattityahu the Chashmona’l

	–140




	 

	Kingdom of Yehuda (Judea)–Dynasty of the Chashmona;im

	 




	3622

	Yehuda (HaMaccabi) ruled

	–139




	3622

	The Second Beit Hamikdash was rededicated

	–139




	3623

	CHANUKA WAS DECLARED A FESTIVAL

	–138




	3628

	Yehuda (HaMaccabi) was killed in battle

	–133




	3700

	The Romans gained control of Yehuda (Judea)

	–61




	 

	Roman Client Kings and Rulers–The Herodian Dynasty

	 




	3725

	Herod I ruled and killed all the Chashmona’im

	–36




	3728

	Hillel became leader of the Torah scholars

	–33




	3742

	Herod I commenced rebuilding the second Beit Hamikdash

	–19




	3750

	Renovations of the second Beit Hamikdash were completed

	–11




	3768

	Hillel died

	8




	3788

	The Sanhedrin moved from the second Belt Hamikdash

	28




	3810

	Raban Gamliel I (son of Shimon, son of Hillel) died

	50




	3826

	Vespasian arrived in Yehuda to reassert Roman authority

	66




	3829

	THE SECOND BEIT HAMIKDASH WAS DESTROYED

	69




	 

	Chapter 9 THE TALMUDIC ERA: THE MISHNA

	 




	3834

	R.Yochanan ben Zakkai died

	74




	3846

	The Sanhedrin began moving from place to place

	86




	3893

	Betar fell and Bar Kochba’s revolt ended In tragedy

	133




	3894

	Judaism was banned, and R.Akiva was imprisoned

	134




	3949

	R.YEHUDA HANASSI COMPLETED THE MISHNA AROUND THIS TIME

	189




	 

	Chapter 10 THE TALMUDIC ERA: THE GEMARA

	 




	3979

	Rav left Eretz Yisrael and settled in Bavel (Babylonia)

	219




	4007

	Shmuel was the Talmudic authority in Bavel

	247




	4014

	R.Yochanan was the leading Talmudic authority

	254




	4050

	R.Huna was the leading Talmudic authority

	290




	4058

	R.Yehuda was the leading Talmudic authority

	298




	4060

	R.Chisda was the leading Talmudic authority

	300




	4069

	Rabbah was the leading Talmudic authority

	309




	4081

	R.Yosef was the leading Talmudic authority

	321




	4085

	Abbayé was the leading Talmudic authority

	325




	4098

	Rava was the leading Talmudic authority

	338




	4119

	Hillel II (who made the Jewish calendar) became Nassi

	359




	4152

	R.Ashi was the leading Talmudic authority

	392




	4187

	R.Ashi died after the compilation of the Gemara

	427




	4235

	THE TALMUD WAS COMPLETE WHEN RAVINA II DIED

	475




	 

	Chapter 11 THE TALMUDIC ACADEMIES OF BAVEL

	 




	 

	The Rabbanan Savurai

	 




	4311

	Mar Zutra proclaimed Jewish self-rule in Babylonia

	551




	 

	The Ge’onim and Arabic Dominion

	 




	4349

	The Metivta of Pumpedita was reconstituted by R.Chanan

	589




	4369

	The Metivta of Sura was reconstituted

	609




	4374

	The Persians conquered Eretz Yisrael

	614




	4374

	JEWS WERE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO YERUSHALAYIM

	614




	4389

	The Byzantine (E.Roman) Empire reconquered Eretz Yisrael

	629




	4396

	R.Yitzchak was the last Gaon of Neharde’a (Firuz-Shabur)

	636




	4397

	The Arabs conquered Eretz Yisrael

	637




	4405

	One of the Takkanot HaGe’onim was enacted

	645




	4515

	R.Acha(i) Gaon left Bavel for Eretz Yisrael

	755




	4519

	R.Yehudai became Gaon of Sura

	759




	4519

	The Halachot Gedolot (BaHaG) was written at this time

	759




	4548

	Another of the Takkanot HaGe’onim was enacted

	788




	4618

	R.Amram (who wrote the Siddur) became Gaon of Sura

	858




	4688

	Rbnu.Saadya was appointed Gaon of Sura

	928




	4715

	Four Captives were ransomed around this time

	955




	4728

	R.Sherira became Gaon of Pumpedita

	968




	4757

	R.Hai became (the last) Gaon of Pumpedita

	997




	4798

	R.HAI GAON DIED AND THE ACADEMIES OF BAVEL DECLINED

	1038




	 

	UNIVERSAL DISPERSION

	 




	 

	Chapter 12 THE RISHONIM–EARLY SCHOLARS

	 




	 

	Early Rishonim, Tosaphot, and the Crusade Massacres

	 




	4800

	Rbnu.Gershom Me’or HaGola died

	1040




	4856

	THE FIRST CRUSADES DESTROYED JEWISH COMMUNITIES

	1096




	4859

	Yerushalayim was captured by the Crusaders

	1099




	4863

	The Rlf died

	1103




	4865

	RASHI DIED AND THE ERA OF THE TOSAPHOT BEGAN

	1105




	4895

	THE RAMBAM (MAIMONIDES) WAS BORN

	1135




	4904

	THE FIRST (RECORDED) BLOOD LIBEL TOOK PLACE

	1144




	4907

	The Second Crusade attacked Jewish communities

	1147




	4907

	Rabbenu Tam was captured by the Crusaders

	1147




	4908

	The Rambam’s and the Radak’s families left Cordova

	1148




	4925

	The Rambam visited Eretz Yisrael

	1165




	4931

	Rabbenu Tam died

	1171




	4935

	The Rashbam died

	1175




	4944

	The young son of the Ri was killed

	1184




	4948

	Jews were allowed to return to Yerushalayim

	1187




	4949

	R.Yaakov D’Orleans was killed in London

	1189




	4950

	Jews were massacred in England in the Third Crusade

	1190




	4951

	The Radak wrote his commentary

	1191




	4954

	The Ramban (Nachmanides) was born

	1194




	4959

	The Ra’avad died

	1198




	4965

	The Rambam died

	1204




	4996

	Rampaging mobs massacred Jews in France

	1236




	5002

	A massive burning of the Talmud took place in Paris

	1242




	5004

	Yerushalayim was sacked by Egyptians and Turks

	1244




	5012

	The Inquisition began to use torture

	1252




	5030

	The Ramban (Nachmanides) died in Eretz Yisrael

	1270




	5046

	The Maharam MeRothenburg was imprisoned

	1286




	5050

	THE ERA OF THE TOSAPHOT CONCLUDED AROUND THIS TIME

	1290




	 

	Later Rishonim, Persecutions, and Expulsions

	 




	5050

	The Jews were expelled from England

	1290




	5053

	The Maharam MeRothenburg died in prison

	1293




	5058

	The Rindfleisch massacres began

	1298




	5058

	The Mordechai and Hagahot Maimoniyot were killed

	1298




	5065

	The Rashba placed a limited ban on philosophy

	1305




	5065

	The Rosh (and his son, the Tur) arrived in Spain

	1305




	5066

	The Jews were expelled from France

	1306




	5088

	The Rosh died

	1327




	5096

	Jews of Germany were massacred by the Armledder bands

	1336




	5098

	The Ralbag wrote his commentary on the Bible

	1338




	5109

	THE BLACK DEATH MASSACRES SWEPT ACROSS EUROPE

	1349




	5127

	The Ran, Rivash, and other scholars were imprisoned

	1367




	5151

	Jews of Spain were massacred–many became Marranos

	1391




	5151

	The Rivash and Rashbatz left Spain

	1391




	5155

	The final expulsion of Jews from France

	1394




	5173

	R.Yosef Albo was in a forced debate with Christians

	1413




	5181

	Jews of Austria massacred in the Wiener Gezera

	1421




	5235

	THE INVENTION OF PRINTING WAS USED FOR JEWISH BOOKS

	1475




	5241

	The Inquisition was established in Spain

	1481




	5248

	R.Ovadya Bertinura settled in Yerushalayim

	1488




	5251

	Columbus consulted R.Avraham Zacuto before his travels

	1491




	5252

	THE JEWS WERE EXPELLED FROM SPAIN AND SICILY

	1492




	 

	Chapter 13 THE KOV’IM, TORAH CONSOLIDATION,
AND THE SHULCHAN ARUCH

	 




	5253

	R.Yitzchak Abarbanel arrived in Naples from Spain

	1493




	5257

	The Jews were expelled from Portugal

	1496




	5276

	The Eyn Yaakov was printed

	1516




	5276

	The Turks (Ottoman Empire) conquered Eretz Yisrael

	1516




	5285

	R.Yosef Yoselman saved Jews during the Peasants War

	1525




	5314

	A mass burning of Jewish books took place in Rome

	1553




	5323

	The Shulchan Aruch was completed by R.Yosef Karo

	1563




	5330

	SHULCHAN ARUCH PUBLISHED WITH SUPPLEMENTS OF RAMO

	1570




	5332

	The Ari’zal died in Tzfat (Safed)

	1572




	5334

	The Maharshal died

	1573




	5335

	R.Yosef Karo died in Tzfat

	1575




	5359

	The Maharal returned to Prague again

	1599




	5374

	The Maharsha became Rabbi in Lublin

	1614




	5377

	The Tosaphot Yom Tov commentary was concluded

	1616




	5382

	The Shaloh arrived in Eretz Yisrael

	1621




	5389

	R.Yom Tov Lipman Heller was imprisoned in Prague

	1629




	5400

	R.Yoel Sirkes, the Bach, died

	1640




	5406

	The Shach and Taz (on Shulchan Aruch) were printed

	1646




	5408

	THE JEWS WERE MASSACRED BY CHMIELNITZKI’S FORCES

	1648




	 

	Chapter 14 THE ACHARONIM–LATER SCHOLARS

	 




	5414

	The first Jews settled in New Amsterdam (New York)

	1654




	5415

	Jews

	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	




OPS/images/dot.jpg







OPS/images/9781461631491.jpg
THE
JENISTH
TIME LINE
ENCYCLOPEDIA

Matts Kantor








OPS/images/copy.jpg





OPS/images/pub.jpg
R

A JASON ARONSON BOOK

ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD PUBLISHERS, INC
Lanham « Boulder » New York » Toronto » Oxford





