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Welcome to Artist Academy, theatre artist and content hub, and this is introduction to Character Creation Process. In this course, we will learn the building blocks for creating a character for both the stage and the camera.

You will learn how to analyze a script, construct that character back story, understand the character's goals and challenges, and build the character's physicality and vocal qualities. 

The team of Actor Academy is very excited to be teaching this new course in this book. Each lesson in this course will introduce you to one step into character creation process and will include a worksheet and an optional activity for you to complete. 

Each activity builds on the one before, and by the end of the course you will have built a foundation for a character who is ready to come alive of the pages of the script. This is an introductory level course and if you are new to acting, thinking about acting or need a refresher after a long time away from acting, this course is for you. 

If you are ready to begin, we will see you in lesson one, the background story creation.  
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Welcome to lesson 1 of the character creation course. Before we begin, let's talk about what tools you as an actor have to build a character. The script is the main source of information about your character and every choice you as an actor make has to ultimately honor the script and the writers intense. 

You as an actor will need to do further research on the time and location where the story takes place and any other factor that could be part of your character's upbringing and development, such as the times and location, when and where the story takes place. 

The more information you have about the character, the richer your character will be, but not everything will be available to you in the script or the research, especially for fictional or ancient history characters. 

And that's when your actor's imagination comes into play. You will have to use your imagination to fill in the blanks and make choices that still honor the script and the world created by the writer. 

The first step to building a character as an actor is to know who the character really is. The script will provide you with essential information about the character. This includes the character, name, relationship, occupation, social status and so on. 

It's the first read the script and take note of every detail about your character that you come across. No matter how small it is, if it's in the script, it's there for a reason and a good actor will find a way to utilize every bit of information they have for the character after the script. 

Do your research on the times and location where your character was born, raised and lives in the story. Find out what factors influenced their development. What was the culture they grew up in, like what was happening around your character, socially, politically, economically? 

Was that a war, economic hardships, revolutions, political changes? What were the times like and what effects could any of these factors have on your character after the script and the research? 

And that's where you get an opportunity to co-create with the writer. Use your actor’s imagination to fill in the blanks where the script and the research did not provide information. This is one of the things that separates good actors from great actors, the details, and the depth of the character they create. 

For example, the script may not include enough information about the character's parents, but you as an actor can make an educated choice and decide based on what makes the most sense and honors the script. 

If the parents had a happy marriage or a divorce, or if one of them died, and what effects any of those choices may have on the character? And would any of these choices make sense with what you already know about the character's life and behavior from the script? 

Similarly, you can make choices regarding the character's childhood experiences, relationships, dreams, and aspirations. But don't get too carried away and end up writing a whole new, different story than what the writer had in mind. 

All the choices you make must respect the intentions of the writer and honors the script. In this lesson, we explored the actor tools for building a character, the script, research, and actors’ imagination. 

Your activity is to find a play or a movie script you like big a character you would like to play. Read the script, use your research and imagination, and write a three-to-four-page biography about your character. From their birth to death, you will find a script analysis, a worksheet to help guide you through this activity. 

If you would like to practice, go through this worksheet. We hope to see you in lesson two when we talk about the character goals and challenges.  
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Activity 1, Character Biography
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We hope you enjoyed lesson one and are excited for this first activity of the course. In this activity, you will write a biography about your character by exploring three dimensions of the character's life physical, social, and psychological if you haven't already. 

Make sure to download the course activity booklet from the course resources section and follow along. You can print it or have it open on your computer, whichever works for you. So, in the activity worksheet you will see three tables or boxes, one for the physical dimension, social dimension and psychological dimension, starting with the physical. 

This describes the external side of the character, everything that can be seen and how they appear. Things like name, gender, age, coloring, which refers to hair, eyes and skin colors, marks such as birthmarks, scars, tattoos, health conditions that are visible, such as a limb or an injury. 

And this final one is for fun, but still tells a lot about the character pets. Do they have any pets? Are they a cat or a dog person, or are they one of those people who have a tiger in the basement? 

So, for each one of these points, make sure to elaborate as much as possible. Make sure your answers are specific and detailed as much as you can. Social describes a character in their community and how they fit in. 

This dimension includes status, occupation, education, family, nationality, race, and beliefs. Status is their position in their society. Do they hold a high position or a low position? And how respected are they in their work and community? 

Occupation is what they do for a living and how they support themselves financially. Education is what level of education they have, how many school years they have completed, what's their highest degree or degrees. 

Family - who is their family? How many siblings they have? Are they married? Do they live with someone? 

Similarly, you can address their nationality, race, what spiritual and political beliefs they have. And in the final dimension, the psychology, it describes the internal side of the character, how they see themselves and their place in life, things like romantic life. 

You can generally describe what their love life is like. Do they have any romantic feelings for someone? What are those feelings like? If they don't have any feelings for anyone, how does that make them feel? A lot of feelings in this one. 

Moral standards are about your character's character and what they stand for, what's important to them. Don't just say high or low standards but describe further what the character values and lives by. 

Do they value honesty, equality, justice, for example, or are they OK with lying or deceiving others to get what he wants? Or maybe they have double standards about some of these moral values. 

They don't accept certain things done to them, but they do them to others. A little hint a well written character will be complex and will be multilayered. They will not be all good or all that. 

Those all good or bad characters don't have enough depth. So even if you are playing the villain in the story, find out they are good side too, and what they stand for when it comes to their rules about life, their family and loved ones, personal goals or any dreams and aspirations. 

Your character has how they feel about them. Are they excited to achieve them or are they intimidated by them? Regrets are the things your character is disappointed about. These can be things like waiting too long to accomplish a goal and now they miss the opportunity and it's too late or wrong decisions they made and wish they hadn’t or getting into a bad relationship. 

They regret having or breaking a good relationship. They wish they stayed in pet peeves are all the things that annoy your character. 

Even if you think these are silly, small things, they are important to people who have those pet peeves, and it will be important to your character. 

So come up with a few things that annoy your character. Maybe it's the neighbor with the loud engine car who wakes everyone up early in the morning, or that friend who always eats your fries, or people who always ask questions during movies. 

And finally, strengths and weaknesses are about what the character feels they are good at and not good at. 

What aspects about them are they proud of and what aspects they want to improve and think about strengths as the qualities that make the character succeed in life. And the weaknesses are those keeping the character from solving their problems, strengths, maybe things like creativity, flexibility, strong leadership skills and weaknesses. 

Maybe things like self-criticism, insecurities, fear of socializing or public speaking weaknesses do not mean your character is doomed and can never accomplish anything because of these weaknesses. 

No weaknesses are simply areas where your character just needs to improve. Weaknesses are opportunities for growth. So, as you are addressing these three dimensions, you can scribble right bullet points or any other way that works for you. 

Then when you are done, rearrange all the notes you collected and write a three to four pages biography about your character's life from their birth to their death. Obviously, you can't fit everything in a three to four pages. 

So, focus on the life highlights the important details about your character's life that you can build on when you are creating your performance. 

Don't worry if you are not a. good writer, this is not a writing class, and you don't have to be a good writer as an actor, you don't need to show this to anyone. The character biography is only to give you a strong foundation for creating your character. 

Don't focus too much on grammar or writing structure. Just write. However, you speak as if you are telling a
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