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I inherited my love for boxing from him. Watching the fights have not been the same now that he's gone. 
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FANTASY FIGHTS AND FLOYD MAYWEATHER

When the subject of boxing comes up in the barber shop or the sports bar, there is an inevitable comparison between the current dominant force and the champions of yesteryear. Younger fans will undoubtedly think their man (as of this writing, Mayweather) is better than the old fighters of yore. But some of the older fans will take offense at the current fighter being compared to the fighters of yesteryear. I remember in my youthful days I told my father that Larry Holmes' jab would have been too much for Joe Louis. I explained how if Billy Conn could have given Louis so much trouble than he would be rather easy pickings for Holmes. My Dad responded that if an old timer heard me say that, I'd get slapped, hahaha...The pedestalization of old time fighters are so ingrained they are given mythic qualities and any arguments to the contrary are met with shame...and threats of violence!

Mayweather has obviously been the subject of more fantasy fight pairings in recent memory because he has been at the top of the heap for so long. After the completion of his fights, the words of most fans have invariably been “who could have beat this guy?” because there just doesn't seem to be anyone in the current landscape to threaten his undefeated record (Manny Pacquiao and his fans, notwithstanding.)

What compelled me to write this piece was an article I wrote around the time Roberto Duran was quoted as saying Floyd Mayweather “would have been just another guy” had he competed during his heyday in the 1980s. I wrote a piece chronicling how the fighters of the 1980s, specifically Duran, Sugar Ray Leonard, Wilfred Benitez and Thomas Hearns, had very brief stints of dominance when compared to Mayweather. That article alone brought my website a record number of hits as well as vitriol the likes of which I haven't seen. 

I remain steadfast in my opinion, however. Longevity matters and should be used as one measuring stick when comparing one fighter to the other. Mayweather is 37 years old as of this writing and is considered the pound for pound best in the world. All of the fighters I mentioned above were FAR beyond their best years when they were Mayweather's age and if they were still active they were nowhere near the pound for pound top ten rankings, let alone top ten in their own divisions. Duran himself was written off in 1984 when he was knocked out in two rounds by Hearns. Granted, he took the middleweight title at age 38 by beating Iran Barkley but again...it was an aberration. He was not considered pound for pound elite anymore and the victory was considered a miracle of sorts.

THE CASE AGAINST 'MONEY'

In analyzing Mayweather's career it is apparent that he has found a niche in being the anti-hero. But he has made his money off  the hate as his detractors usually fall into two camps.


1)  Fans who hate his personality-”I just hate that guy” is a common meme when discussing why said fan has contempt for Mayweather. And PBF doesn't make it hard for the fans to hate him. As revealed in the numerous “All Access” and “24/7” episodes, Mayweather is unapologetic and crass. He is materialistic and obnoxious. His personality is, in a word, revolting. His behavior is distasteful to most boxing fans who want their champions to be pillars of dignity and respect. Witness the fan reaction to fighters like Alexis Arguello, Micky Ward, Manny Pacquiao...Fighters who have humble personalities that are stark contrasts to their indomitable fighting spirits. Mayweather does not appeal to this crowd in neither persona nor in fighting style....hence the hate.

2)  The Old Farts – These are the guys that no matter what the young and contemporary guy does, there was always a better fighter in the past...moreso, there was even some obscure old fighter from the past who could have beat Mayweather with ease (again, I had a fan write to me and say that Guts Ishimatsu would have beaten Mayweather and he wasn't kidding.) These folks will also argue that Mayweather is not “technical”. That he gets by with speed and fast feet over slower moving fighters. They will argue that he has never fought someone “cagey”...Someone who could feint to draw leads and force the opponent to throw the type of punch that they could counter. They decry the fact that Mayweather never “slips and counters.” If you argue otherwise, you are labeled as a “faux expert” as described in the book “The Arc of Boxing”. For example, on page 164 of that book, the author states “If Floyd was born 50 years earlier his athleticism and natural ability would be the foundation and not the end product for his development into a seasoned and technical proficient fighter....He also would have gained the experience and seasoning needed to compete with the top fighters of the Golden Age of talent and activity. But even then his success would not have been guaranteed in that fierce competitive jungle. What is certain is that without those added dimensions, Floyd's athleticism and natural ability would not have been enough to establish a claim of greatness.”  On page 127, another old fart is quoted as saying “Boxing bears very little resemblance to what it was in the past. Even the lingo is different now. I don't even know what the hell they're talking about. The announcers use expressions I never heard before.'He's throwing punches in punches' they say. What the hell kind of shit is that?


As you can see, boxing is not immune to snobbery. These old farts long for the olden days of their imagined perfection. First off, there is not such word as “athleticism.” The suffix “ism” denotes a belief system so they themselves are following a common meme which is in error. They can say “athletic ability” but not “athleticism”.  Furthermore, what “fierce, competitive jungle” is this guy talking about? Back in the “Golden Age” there were fixed fights, guys taking dives, and fighters who were criticized as being lazy (see Kid Gavilan)...Talk to some of these old farts long enough and you won't believe the stories they come up with. Sugar Ray Robinson was a ninja. Bad ass Henry Armstrong had so much acidity in his urine that he pissed holes in toilets. Archie Moore could eat raw meat and shit out vegetables...

I'm being sarcastic but some of these old farts really don't keep it real. The “Golden Age” wasn't so golden...”Great” fighters struggled against fighters they should not have and even lost...just like the fighters of any time period. And how the hell can they complain about the padded records of today's fighters when their “Golden Age” consisted of boxers throwing fights for the mob?

But the biggest complaint I have against the old-timers is their insistence on focusing on the wrong details as well as their belief that the modern day fan “does not know what he is looking at.” They will decry the lack of “technical” skill of a Floyd Mayweather but refuse to see that it may not matter in the parameters in which they believe are important. Mayweather is so good certain facets of boxing that his lack of 1950s boxing moves has not made an iota of difference. They will cry that his success is because of the “lack of competition” but again, that is focusing on the wrong details. The now, the present is all that really matters. 

There will always be senior folk that will have a stodgy, knee jerk reaction to anything new as a defense mechanism...But not all old timers share the same critical view of Mayweather...Eddie Futch, the legendary boxing trainer, marveled at Mayweather's skills shortly before he died according to Kevin Iole in a Ring Magazine article. Futch revealed that Mayweather performs moves that he has never seen before and this is coming from a man who was a first hand witness to Charley Burley, Holman Williams and the rest of the Black Murderer's row that every boxing historian gushes about.

THE JOSE LUIS CASTILLO MEME

Mayweather detractors invariably point to Mayweather's first fight with Jose Luis Castillo as proof of his fallibility. “Castillo was robbed that night!” they say. “And if Castillo can do that to him, imagine what (insert historical fighter of choice) would have done to him!” 

The problem here is similar to the old fart rose colored view of the past. They are rigid in thinking and think everything exists in a fixed position. Mayweather improved markedly since the first Castillo bout, a fight in which he concedes he had a hand injury. He dominated in the rematch and is not the fighter today that he was during the first Castillo fight. Mayweather is not allowed to improve while fighters of the past have skeletons in their closet which are never addressed. Henry Armstrong drew with Filipino journeyman Kid Moro three times and Armstrong himself admitting that he thought he only had a “little of the best of each.” He also lost to clubfighters like Richie Fontaine and Davey Abad (historians will argue that these were tough nuts and I won't dispute that...but their records are suggestive of fighters that should have been blown out by Armstrong.)...Sugar Ray Robinson was nearly knocked out by Artie Levine,shrewdly avoided the dangerous Cocoa Kid, Holman Williams and Charley Burley...Of course, the old farts are blind when it comes to those slights.  And using the same logic of the Mayweather naysayers...If Roberto Duran, who at age 31 could not beat a mediocrity like Kirkland Laing...then how the hell could he expect to beat Floyd Mayweather?

Yet Mayweather is constantly criticized for a close decision win back in his early championship days?

Mayweather's problem is that he doesn't have the benefit of history behind him yet. It takes years...Decades even for the truth to percolate and come out...The twenty something fans will turn into old farts themselves and we'll see how well they recollect Mayweather. 

THE FANS, THE COMPUTER AND ME

I didn't want this book to be just my opinion as these arguments are highly subjective in nature. So I went on-line and selected responses from fans from my own website and other boxing themed sites where this question was posed. I tried to include the more astute opinions from the fans and when I couldn't find any I used the more humorous entries. 

Each bout was ran through a computer simulation called TITLE BOUT. This simulation program takes the abilities of each fighter such as punching power, accuracy, control factor (ring generalship), susceptibility to knockdowns/cuts, etc and rates them subjectively. The ratings I agree with, for the most part, but the computer still spits out bizarre results. I have included the results just as they happened just so there is another “opinion” on what would have happened had these fights taken place. 

ALL-TIME GREATS? YOU'RE MISSING MORE THAN A FEW...

I limited the amount of all time greats to those of which we have film footage on. I don't see the point in speculating on how Mayweather would have fared against the Barbados Demon, Joe Walcott when there is no one alive who has seen him fight first hand. There isn't any footage available on other  greats such as the Cocoa Kid, Jack Britton, Holman Williams so they are not included. Fighters like Charley Burley and Ted Kid Lewis I did not include because their footage is too minimal for me to draw an honest conclusion from.

ALEXIS ARGUELLO

88-8 (70 knockouts)

The Explosive Thin Man was one of boxing's true gentlemen and a television mainstay in the late 1970s-early 1980s. A triple crown champion when it still meant something, Arguello won the featherweight, junior lightweight and lightweight crowns over the course of his stellar career. 

The power in his right cross was awesome. Arguello would use the weapon as if he were a change up pitcher. Sometimes he'd use it as a range finder in close and lull a fighter to sleep with it...he'd throw a couple arm punches with nothing behind it until...BAM! He'd come over the top with a big right. He also utilized a left hook to the body which softened his foes for the late rounds where Arguello would invariably take over. 

Arguello defeated numerous champions and top contenders during his career; Ray Boom Boom Mancini, Jose Luis Ramirez, Bazooka Limon, Bobby Chacon, Ruben Olivares, Ruben Castillo, Alfredo Escalera, Roberto Elizondo, Billy Costello, Cornelius Boza Edwards, Jim Watt and Jose Legra to name a few...In short, his dossier of victims looks like a who's who of the best of three divisions over the course of two decades. 

Arguello may be best known, however, for his two fight series with Aaron Pryor. The first fight was an epic struggle in which Arguello hit Pryor with everything but the kitchen sink. Who can forget the sight of Arguello landing his patented right cross flush on the face of Pryor, snapping his head back like a Pez Dispenser? But Pryor didn't fall and went to stop the legendary Nicaraguan in the 14th round. The rematch, of course, was anti-climactic. Emanuel Steward took over
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