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Incident: The Rabbit Hole
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An odd name for an odd place. Actors only ever went to the pub, because of its bizarre and unique atmosphere. It was not unusual to see tame werewolves, vampires and witches convening in the dark booths, talking about their work for the day.

Even some from Fairie were stationed about the darkened spaces, sucking on long pipes that held medicinal drugs that caused them to hallucinate. For a fairy who reeked of magic, only by using a rare weed that grew in the Britains could tame the wild magic that tailed them whenever they crossed over into the Realms.

At the darkest portion of the pub sat a tall man with a lean face and his partner, nestling a black bag against his right thigh.

They both coaxed warm cups of coffee in their hands, glancing about the dark room carefully, noting where every patron was.

“It must be here somewhere,” Holmes told Watson in a subdued voice.

Even Watson felt the oppressiveness of the place. “Wild magic stinks.”

“Indeed, Watson, but let’s not be judgmental about it, for it is not what we came here for.”

Watson sighed. 

“You came for. I was quite happy with my fresh plate of raspberry scones.”

Holmes tapped his partner on his hand gently. “Don’t worry; I’ve instructed Mrs. Hudson to keep them warm for you.”

Watson gave his partner a grateful look.

A scream like a howling dog came from the front of the pub and several vampires hissed in hunger and surprise when a furry head rolled past their table.

Smash!

SMASH!”

Holmes and Watson jumped from their booth and looked towards the front door. It was riven in two, shards of it flying towards them on the floor and in the air.

Someone ran through the destroyed door, screaming like a madman. 

“Hurry, Watson!’ Holmes demanded.

He launched after the man who had destroyed the door.
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Incident Two: Pursuit of a Madman
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A man ran quite quickly along the sidewalk, his form barely visible in the unlit night. Only the faintest of moonlight pierced the gathering clouds overhead. It was a dark night and getting darker.

A brisk wind was building from the North and both Holmes and Watson exhaled patterns of clouds from their breath as they pursued the killer.

As he passed an alley, he was momentarily in pitch darkness.

Holmes and Watson froze midstep.

“We’ve lost him, Holmes.”

“Shhh!” Holmes hissed back.

Then he continued towards the alley.

Suddenly, a man burst into view and raced across the street. 

Another man came from the alley at the same time, and glanced at the running man.

A third man exited a building and stopped to watch as Holmes and Watson pursued the running man.

The man at the alley started to come out, and then his foot struck something. He looked down.

An axe.

He leaned down to pick it up.
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Incident Three: Evidence Gone Awry
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Holmes leaped through the air and tackled the man they had been pursuing to the pavement.

“You’re under arrest! Don’t move!”

The man didn’t move.

Watson came up, gun in hand, covering the man.

Holmes stood away from him.

The man didn’t move.

“Get up now,” Watson ordered.

Holmes gave his partner a strange look and then said, “He’s dead.”
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Chapter One: The Murder of the Mad Hatter
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The axe was picked up, and held before the face of an actor dressed like a Lilly.

“Where did this come from?”

He pondered the props table, but didn’t see the axe he had practiced with earlier.

He eyed a man watching him from the lines to raise the curtains. “Jack, where did this come from?”

Jack shrugged. “What does it matter. The other one broke.”

“But I could hurt someone,” the Lilly protested.

Jack growled. “Only if you don’t follow Will’s instructions, you dolt!”

“Hurry, hurry, hurry!” Will scolded Lilly, rushing backstage to find out what was going on.

He was a hands on director, as well as writer. When one part of the show went wrong; the rest could do. And now that the show neared its end, he wasn’t going to let one of his minor actors ruin it for him and his friend who had written it.

“Take the dratted axe and dance out there!” William Shakespeare ordered.

The actor in the Lilly outfit grabbed the axe firmly and danced onto the stage.

“I am Lilly. Magical Lilly and here is my magical axe to give the Mad Hatter forty or more whacks until he sprouts blood thick as wax.”

Alice, standing nearby turns and smiles. “Oh, Mad Hatter, look at the beautiful Lilly.”

The Mad Hatter snarls angrily. “Can’t you see I’m busy making madness for tea and planning mischief for my friends, who are thieves?”

“Oh, I can
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