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Introduction



Toys have been the objects of desire for children for a multitude of generations. They allowed us to utilize our imaginations to the fullest, often placing us in imaginary worlds that gave us a focal point to explore a myriad number of desires and possibilities.

As adults, we often long for those days, especially in times of added stress that we often experience during the course of everyday life. When we were children, there were no bills to pay, people to take care of, worries about job performance, or stress over problems within a relationship.

This is why collecting toys from our childhood is, and always has been, a popular hobby. These mere objects allow us, just by having them, to somehow reconnect with a more innocent, stress-free time in our lives. Even if we collect toys that we did not have as children, the association with youth alone is sometimes more than enough to make people feel happier and more revitalized in their adult lives.

For myself, toys represent an abundance of joyful memories. I spent the first decade of my life in the days of Disco, the seventies, which left me with a variety of memories that will always be quite dear to me. One of my fondest recollections entails sitting on our orange shag carpet, playing with my Star Wars figures in the late seventies, while my parents were practicing Disco dancing to the song Disco Duck being played on our record player.

Another fond memory I have is rolling Hot Wheels cars across a linoleum covered floor with my friend Tonya while we were listening to a song from Saturday Night Fever by the Bee Gees playing in the background on her AM radio.

Last, but certainly not least, I remember seeing the movie Star Wars for the first time, from the back seat of a car at a drive in Movie Theater no less. While holding on to my Mego Conan action figure with my own personal G.I. Joe Kung-Fu grip, I sat there in total awe of the special effects that exploded onto the screen. You just can't buy unique, time-specific memories like that. You can only experience them.

For those who were children in the seventies like myself, I hope these books allow them to reconnect with those happy memories they had when everything seemed so exciting and new. In addition, for those who did not live through it, they will plainly see that the world of playtime for children during this wonderful decade was virtually unlimited. After all, we had a wide variety of ways in which to fully develop our overactive imaginations. It was truly a great time to be a kid.

In this book, first of a series, I will attempt to uncover many of the popular toy lines, action figures, and games, for both boys and girls, which were produced during this great era. In addition, some sample pictures will be included in each category for your viewing pleasure. Last, but certainly not least, some listings for each category will be complete, but for others it is doubtful that they will ever be complete due to unknown items being found in the collector community each and every day.

Whatever the case may be, itll still be a groovy ride to the past, so just sit back, relax, and let the fun begin.

Jonathon Jones




Action Jackson  Avon Toys




Action Jackson



(Side note: For the foreign releases, AJ was released as Johnnie Jackson in the UK by Cecil Coleman for Mego, Luc LAdventure in France by Sitap, and LAmico Jackson by Baravelli in Italy)



Action Jackson, by Mego, was an 8-inch figure line produced in 1974, and was probably meant to compete with Mattel's Big Jim series, especially judging by the types and variety of outfits that were made available. Overall, Id like to point out that AJ was obviously a bachelor if he had that much free time. After all, who can claim to have a Surf and Scuba outfit, Football Outfit, and Secret Agent outfit all in the same closet?

Whatever the case, a large variety of figures, outfits, and accessories that all stressed themes of adventure or fun were produced for this line. Although most figures and sets can be found quite easily today, some items, such as the black Action Jackson figure and the Campmobile, are quite scarce. The Amigo Jackson, a Montgomery Ward's exclusive, is ultra rare. Undiscovered items are often being found, especially the outfits, which came both boxed and carded. In addition, foreign releases of the same figure or outfit often have slight variations, which modern collectors are now beginning to notice.




Variations, Demand, and Scarcity



One of the least understood aspects of the Action Jackson line is whether all of those hair colors he sported was on purpose. For example, although some people swear that black and brown shades as well as red and blonde shades were distinctly done on the production line, others are not so sure. Members of that camp believe that color variations are a result of time and/or the elements fading the colors, making them appear to have different shades.

Whatever you believe, for the purpose of this list and considering Internet identification is next to impossible concerning coloration due to different cameras, lighting, etc., I am grouping dark hair coloring (Black and brown) and light coloring (Blonde and red) into the same groupings.

As far as demand is concerned, although the more common dark haired figures have a decent following IF boxed, the reddish and blonde hair shades get interest EVEN IF theyre loose and complete. In addition, the foreign releases of the same figures, such as the LAmico figures from Baravelli in Italy, are beginning to make their way into collectors hands. For good reason. The darker blue outfits on some figures seem to have a distinctive shade of blue that is not the same color as their American counterparts. It is these variations that cause modern collectors to start searching for their new shelf liners elsewhere.

Last, but certainly not least, the rare black Action Jackson as well as the Amigo mail-away figure have always, and probably will always, have a major desirability factor due to their scarcity.

Once figure collecting is completed, a lot of people who long for the toys from their childhoods try to collect the vehicles and playsets. I assure you, figure collecting is a walk in the park compared to that, especially if they want things boxed. Items from both Mego and Irwin toys, which produced AJ toys for Mego, are extremely rare and almost never show up. When they do, theyre almost always broken or incomplete.

Another thing to take into consideration when trying to find these treasures is whether or not to collect the outfit sets. Although most are extremely common, while doing research I did manage to see quite a few patterns develop concerning scarcity and desirability. However, before I begin, I need to stress that the outfits were released in one of five ways. The first is on a colorful graphics-intensive box, the second is on a rather plain box with limited graphics, the third type is on a rare foreign/bilingual box (With either great graphics on the side or the more plain cartoon-like depiction of Action Jackson), the fourth is on a country-specific box with its own unique graphics (Such as the Luc LAdventure boxes from France) and the fifth is on a card.

From what Ive noticed, carded outfits are rather scarce and, in turn, will almost always have bids on auction sites. Why are they harder to find? In my opinion, it just makes more sense. If a kid kept a box, they had a place to store the clothes in or display them if need be. If a kid opened a carded outfit set, theres no way to display the outfit again unless you put tape all around the bubble, and how tacky is that?

The second thing Ive noticed is that the first edition colorful graphics boxes seem to be in demand more than the second type, which, personally, seem rather plain. Also, the bilingual boxes seem to have a following, especially since they also list other Mego toy lines on them, such as the Worlds Greatest Super-Heroes. Finally, the foreign-specific boxes that have their own unique graphics are always going to be in demand, especially by those in the states.

As for individual outfits, I noticed that the spy outfit always has a huge interest. Perhaps its because it reminds many of the same kind of thing that Hasbro tried to do with one of the outfits for their 70s GI Joe line. In addition to that outfit, it seems that the sporting outfits that came in the original colorful boxes are rather limited compared to the others. Youre much more liable to find a graphics box Navy outfit than you are a graphics box Fishing outfit. In turn, that will most assuredly drive the prices of those harder to find boxed items up.

Loose outfits, on the other hand, either have no interest or have very little interest. Exceptions do exist, of course, such as the rare soccer and royal guard outfits that were only produced in areas such as Denmark and the Netherlands. It was only in the last decade that people here in the states even realized those two outfits ever existed, so more than likely new finds from overseas will keep popping up in the collecting world, so stay tuned!




Figures



-Action Jackson, black figure, dark blue outfit, no beard (Scarce!)



-Action Jackson, dark beard and hair (Black or Brown Hair, Light Blue or Navy Blue Outfit)



-Luc LAventure/French, dark hair and beard (Black or Brown Hair) (Different Outfit!)



-Action Jackson, dark beard and hair (Black or Brown Hair, wearing Aussie Marine Uniform) (Often found overseas) (Not pictured)



-Action Jackson, dark hair (Black or Brown Hair, Light Blue or Navy Blue Outfit) 



-Action Jackson, dark hair (Black or Brown Hair, wearing Karate Outfit) (Often found overseas) (Not pictured)



-Action Jackson, light beard and hair (Blonde or Red Hair, Dark Blue OutfitIve never seen one of these wearing light blue)



-Action Jackson, light hair (Blonde or Red Hair, Dark Blue Outfit Ive never seen one of these wearing light blue)



-Amigo (Rare Montgomery Ward's Exclusive for 1974-Red Outfit, Rubber Arms/Straight Legs)


Black Action Jackson

(Loose and Boxed)
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Action Jackson

(Boxed, Dark Beard and Hair, Light Blue Outfit)
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Action Jackson

(Boxed, Dark Beard and Hair, Navy Blue Outfit)
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Action Jackson

(Boxed, Luc LAventure/French, Dark Hair and Beard)



(PSNotice the different outfit? Originality still pending…)
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Action Jackson

(Two Loose Figures, Dark Hair (Black or Brown Hair, Light Blue Outfit)



(Note: Notice the slight variances with the face? Especially the coloring!)



[image: img6.jpg]


Action Jackson

(Three Boxed Versions, Dark Hair (Black or Brown Hair, Light Blue Outfit)



(Notice how the facial sculpts look slightly different?)
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Johnnie Jackson Version

(Boxed, UK Release, Dark Hair, Light Blue Outfit)
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LAmico Jackson Version

(Boxed, Baravelli of Italy Release, Dark Hair, Light Blue Outfit)
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Luc LAventure Version

(Boxed, Sitap of France Release, Dark Hair, Light Blue Outfit)
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Action Jackson

(Loose, Dark hair, Navy Blue Outfit)
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Action Jackson

(Boxed, Dark hair, Navy Blue Outfit)
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Johnnie Jackson

(Boxed, UK Release, Dark Hair, Navy Blue Outfit)



(Notice how different the dark blue color looks when compared to the American version?)
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LAmico Jackson

(Boxed, Baravelli for Italy Release, Dark hair, Navy Blue Outfit)



(Like the UK version, this navy blue is also different than the American version)
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Action Jackson

(Loose, Light Beard and Hair, Navy Blue Outfit)
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Action Jackson

(Boxed, Light Beard and Hair, Navy Blue Outfit)
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Action Jackson

(Boxed, Light Hair, Navy Blue Outfit)
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Amigo

(Loose, Rare Montgomery Ward's Exclusive for 1974-Red Outfit, Rubber Arms/Straight Legs)



(Came in a single mailer box. It has also been rumored that he was available as a mailer two-pack with another AJ figure)
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Accessories and Playsets



-Amphicat (Produced by Irwin toys for Mego's Action Jackson)



-Campmobile (US)



-Campmobile (Toltoys. Note: The Australia-Toltoys for Mego-Sticker says Discover Australia)



-Dune Buggy (Rare: Came in red or green) (Produced by Irwin toys for Mego's Action Jackson)



-Fire Rescue Pack



-Formula Racer (Extremely rare. Red for the American version and a green variant version for the Australian market)



-Footlocker (By Irwin. Came in either green or blue)



-Jumpin Jeep (Later the name was changed to Safari Jeep)



-Jungle House



-Lost Continent Playset



-Parachute Plunge



-Rescue Copter (Rare to find complete and working)



-Safari Jeep (Prior to this it was named Jumpin Jeep)



-Scramble Cycle



-Snowmobile (Super Rare!)



-Strap-on Helicopter



-Wardrobe Locker (Distributed by Multiple Toymakers out of Canada for Mego)



-Water Scooter



-Wild Mustang Horse (Black or Light Brown or Dark Brown (Pending on the last one)


Amphicat

(Loose and Boxed, produced by Irwin toys for Mego's Action Jackson)



[image: img19.jpg]


Campmobile

(Boxed)



(Note: If loose, this thing is literally impossible to find complete)
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Campmobile

(Boxed, Side View-Lists Contents)
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Campmobile

(View of sticker on the Australian Toltoys version)



(Note: Baravelli of Italy also advertised this toy, but I havent seen a close-up of it yet. Im wondering if that sticker says Discover Italy)
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Dune Buggy

(Rare: Came in green and supposedly red. Produced by Irwin toys for Mego's Action Jackson)



(Note: Green not pictured, although I did enclose a shot of the item from the back of a box. Also, whats interesting to note is that the touted red version seems to have a different sticker configuration from the green, making me wonder whether or not the red version is a legitimately produced item. Irwin toys did make quite a few cars for the Barbie line throughout the years, so its up in the air on that one. Until I can see a catalog shot or a box shot of a red one, the red version is still pending)


Dune Buggy

(Red Version, Authenticity Pending)
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Dune Buggy

(Rare, Green Version, Picture from Box Back (Upper right corner)



[image: img24.jpg]


Fire Rescue Pack

(Boxed)
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Formula Racer

(Loose, Extremely rare. Red for the American version and a green variant version for the Australian market)



(Picture courtesy of Scott Arendsen,a well-established Mego collector)
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Footlocker

(By Irwin. Loose, Green Version)
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Footlocker

(By Irwin. Loose, Blue Version)
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Jumpin Jeep

(Boxed (Rare Box!))



(Note: Later the name was changed to Safari Jeep)
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Jungle House

(Boxed)
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Lost Continent Playset

(Boxed)



(It says its scaled for the POTA figures as well as others, but also happens to show an AJ figure on the left hand side of the box. Therefore, many collectors place this piece into the AJ series)


Front View
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Back View

(A good picture for seeing what the contents were)
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Parachute Plunge

(Boxed)
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Rescue Copter

(Rare to find complete and working)
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Safari Jeep

(Loose, Showing Often Missing Tools)



(Note: Prior to this it was named Jumpin Jeep. The only difference was the title on the box)



[image: img35.jpg]

Ops/images/cover.jpg





Ops/images/img32.jpg





Ops/images/img33.jpg
FOR USE WITH THE 8" MALE FIGURE

Ablion glisisin

1T REALLY WORKS!






Ops/images/img30.jpg





Ops/images/img31.jpg
Planet of the Apes ™

e UOS TCONTING \ 37






Ops/images/img34.jpg





Ops/images/img35.jpg





Ops/images/img29.jpg





Ops/images/img27.jpg





Ops/images/img28.jpg





Ops/images/img21.jpg





Ops/images/img22.jpg
l ﬁl |i i)'ii'i'?'
| DISCOUVER
(AUST“AMA






Ops/images/img20.jpg





Ops/images/img25.jpg





Ops/images/img26.jpg





Ops/images/img23.jpg





Ops/images/img24.jpg
-MM

ACTION PACKED TOYS

FOOT LOCKER.

COLLECT THEM ALL!






Ops/images/img18.jpg





Ops/images/img19.jpg





Ops/images/img16.jpg





Ops/images/img17.jpg





Ops/images/img10.jpg





Ops/images/img11.jpg





Ops/images/img14.jpg





Ops/images/img15.jpg





Ops/images/img12.jpg





Ops/images/img13.jpg





Ops/images/img4.jpg





Ops/images/img3.jpg
w rie rremeg Nt o S





Ops/images/img6.jpg





Ops/images/img5.jpg





Ops/images/img8.jpg
i RADUENTURE
3 HERD





Ops/images/img7.jpg





Ops/images/img9.jpg
=
i
16
o
<
),






Ops/images/img2.jpg





Ops/images/img1.jpg
The 1970's

No knee-pads, helmets, brakes, or over cautious soccer
moms. It's just how we rolled.





