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      Forced to flee her home, Hayley Adams had built the life she’d always wanted in the city. She had friends and a great job, but something was missing in her life. When she receives a letter from her former pack that threatens to upend her life, Hayley seeks help from the one woman who’s always been there for her—Willow K. Sprout.

      

      Jackson Whelan never gave up on his pack or his home. The wolves at Twisted Tail had been through hell and back. When a new Alpha took over, the pack started to thrive, and hope was restored—especially when his mate rolled into town.

      

      Upon her return, Hayley finds her destiny, but it’s quickly threatened by those who killed her family. Can she survive what they have planned for her, or will Twisted Tail truly bring about her demise?
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      This book is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This e-book may not be resold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each person you wish to share it with. If you’re reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then you should delete it from your device and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the author’s work.

      This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, businesses, companies, events, or locales is coincidental.

      This book contains graphic sexual situations and is intended for adults.
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      Hayley Adams leaned over her drafting table, her pencil gliding effortlessly across the paper as she sketched the final touches onto a logo design for a local bakery. The small design firm where she worked was tucked away in a quiet corner of downtown Chicago, bustling with creative energy and camaraderie. At twenty-seven years old, Hayley had come a long way since her traumatic past, finding solace in the world of graphic design.

      "Hey, Hayley! You've got mail," her coworker, Mark, called out from his desk near the entrance.

      "Thanks, Mark!" she replied, setting down her pencil and walking over to his desk.

      He handed her a certified letter with an official-looking seal on it. "Looks important," he said, raising an eyebrow.

      "Doesn't it?" Hayley responded, tearing open the envelope. As she unfolded the crisp paper inside, her heart began to race. The letter was from someone named Calder Lorenson, informing her that her great uncle had passed away and left her his cabin in Twisted Tail, a small town nestled in the dense woods far from Chicago.

      Hayley's breath hitched in her throat as memories she had fought so hard to suppress came flooding back. She remembered the smell of the damp earth and the sound of the wind rustling through the trees, but most importantly, she remembered the painful events that had forced her to leave her life at Twisted Tail behind. The thought of returning now filled her with an equal mix of dread and obligation.

      “We can’t avoid our home forever.” Her wolf whispered into her mind.

      She wanted to shout, to scream. That was exactly what she had planned on doing.

      "Everything okay?" Mark asked, his teasing tone replaced with genuine concern for her.

      "Yeah, just some family stuff," Hayley mumbled, folding the letter back up and slipping it into her pocket. "I'll deal with it later." The last thing she wanted to do was open up this can of worms with her human coworker. No one at her office knew what she was, and she planned on keeping it that way.

      Mark nodded, giving her a reassuring pat on the shoulder before returning to his work. Hayley stared blankly at the wall, thinking about that damn certified letter, the weight of its contents settling heavily in her heart. The decision to return to Twisted Tail had been the furthest thing from her mind. Now, she needed to go back and claim her great uncle's cabin—if she wanted it. It was something she would need to think about. The decision to return to Twisted Tail would not be an easy one, but it was a decision she was going to have to make. Sadly, it couldn't be avoided any longer.

      As she returned to her drafting table, Hayley tried to focus on the logo design in front of her, but her thoughts were consumed by the whispering trees of Twisted Tail and the echoes of a past she could never escape. She knew that returning would mean facing her fears head-on, but it was the only way to truly honor the memory of the man who had been so kind to her in the darkest of times. Without her Uncle Henry aiding in her escape, she wasn’t sure if she would have ever survived. The former Alpha would have killed her, had he gotten his hands on her. Of that, she had no doubt.

      With a determined sigh, Hayley pulled the certified letter from her pocket and tucked it into her bag, the crisp paper crackling with the promise of a journey that would test her strength and resilience like never before—if she decided to go.

      The sunlight filtered through the blinds, casting slivers of light on her sketchpad. She paused for a moment, her pencil hovering above the page, and allowed herself a brief moment to take in the scene outside. The skyscrapers loomed overhead, their glass surfaces reflecting the vibrant colors of the city below. It was in these moments, amidst the chaos of the city, that Hayley felt furthest from her past – a past filled with events she could never fully escape, no matter how damn hard she tried.

      Her wolf whined in her mind, longing for the days of feeling the dirt under her paws as she raced across a wide-open meadow surrounded by mountains.

      “You know why we had to leave,” she said to her wolf silently.

      “I know, but it doesn’t mean that I don’t still miss our home.” Her animal sighed.

      Hayley knew she couldn't make this decision alone – she needed someone who understood her past and could help her navigate the difficult road ahead. And there was only one person she trusted enough to share this journey with, her best friend and confidant, Willow K. Sprout.

      "Hey, Willow," she whispered into her phone, not wanting Mark to overhear her conversation. "I need your help."

      The sun dipped below the horizon, casting a hazy orange glow over Hayley's apartment as she paced back and forth. The letter lay crumpled on her coffee table, a heavyweight threatening to pull her back into the darkness she'd tried so hard to escape. She hesitated, her heart pounding in her chest as the memories of Twisted Tail clawed at her mind.

      "Griffin Engle," she muttered under her breath, the name leaving a bitter taste in her mouth. His image flashed before her eyes—a tall, imposing figure with cold, calculating eyes that pierced through her soul. Griffin had been the one to tear her family apart, his hunger for power knowing no bounds. As the former Alpha, he had single-handedly destroyed everything she held dear.

      She tossed the letter onto the kitchen counter, hoping to forget about it. But after changing out of her work clothes into something more comfortable, her mind kept rolling through old memories of her time at Twisted Tail.

      Hers wasn’t a happy childhood. After all, Twisted Tail was less of a pack and more of a criminal enterprise. The Alpha and his miserable henchman made their living through extortion, blackmail, drugs, and theft from other packs and humans alike. But that was just scratching the surface. Everyone at Twisted Tail had paid the highest of prices.

      Growing up in a violent, dysfunctional pack could easily have left Hayley with a broken life like so many others. But with her entire family wiped out, it was her wolf who gave her the strength to make a run for it. Running had been her only means of survival at the time and her wolf had known it. As much as she wanted to remain within the pack, it simply wasn’t safe.

      Making a new life in the city had been easy. She struggled and scraped by until she finally had a decent life. Sure, as a wolf, living outside of a pack was a lonely life. But at least it was her life on her terms. With that, she could hold her head high. For the first few months, she’d looked over her shoulder, worrying the pack would come looking for her. When they hadn’t, she slowly began to relax into her new life.

      “We need to talk about this.” Her wolf demanded.

      “Not yet. I’m not ready to deal with the possible repercussions yet. I can’t wrap my brain around any of this. I need to talk to someone first. Someone who knows me. Who knows

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  


This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/heading-gradient-rule-screen.png






OEBPS/images/melanie_james_wolf_white_red.jpg
MELANIE JaMes





