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“It’s impressive.”

“That’s not the first word that comes to mind, but your mother seems to like it,” I grunted.

“Where did she even find that many cows?” Kingston asked.

“Inflatable cows,” Pipe pointed out. He motioned to the fenced-in pasture to the right. “It’s not enough she has a herd of live cows; she now has a herd of inflatable cows in the front yard. Could you imagine the heyday the camera crew for the reality show would have with all of these cows? A herd of inflatable cows.”

“Three six-foot and eleven three-foot cows,” I announced. “She drug Eden through seven stores yesterday for fourteen inflatable cows.” And I wasn’t worried about the TV crew for Tread. America was going to fall in love with Alice just like I had. She was a hard woman not to love.

“Why so many stores?” Pipe asked. “Hard to find because no one in their right mind wants inflatable cows, or everyone is just as crazy as Alice?”

“The second one,” I sighed. “Alice isn’t the only one with a thing for cows.” Highland cows seemed to be a thing that everyone was getting into. Sure, they were cute, but they were huge cows that ate huge amounts of feed and then shit huge amounts. Huge piles of shit.

“I can see having one cow, but fourteen? I feel that is an Alice thing.” Pipe shook his head. “The only thing Nikki is into is watching Hallmark movies this time of year. I don’t think I could handle having a herd of inflatable cows in my front yard for the neighborhood to make fun of.” Pipe pulled a cigarette out of his pocket and popped it in the corner of his mouth.

“Aunt Nikki is going to beat your ass if she sees you,” Kingston laughed.

“I’m not lighting the damn thing,” Pipe growled. “I haven’t had a lit cigarette in my mouth for over five years. It doesn’t hurt just to put it in my mouth.”

“Nah, but it sure looks weird as fuck,” I chuckled. I slapped Pipe on the back and nodded to the herd of inflatable cows. “And for the record, I’m pretty sure Alice got another eight six-foot cows for the Girl Gang.”

“No,” Pipe drawled. “God, no.”

“You think that over twenty years of being friends that Alice wouldn’t rub off on the rest of the ol’ ladies?” I shook my head and combed my fingers through my beard. “Hate to break it to you, brother, but your ol’ lady is just as weird as mine.”

“Who you calling weird?” Alice hollered from behind me.

Oh, hell.

I glanced at Kingston, who had a huge smile on his lips. He knew his mom had managed to sneak up on us.

“You couldn’t have warned me she was coming?” I whispered.

Kingston shrugged. “Sometimes it’s fun to watch mom make you guys squirm
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