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How to use this book

Introduction

These Practice Papers have been written to provide final preparation for your 11+ Verbal Reasoning test.

Book 1 includes ten model papers with a total of 400 questions. There are four training tests, that include some simpler questions with slower timing designed to develop confidence, plus a further four tests styled to represent pre-tests and short-format CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring)/bespoke tests in terms of difficulty, speed and question variation. These are followed by two Standard practice tests of a longer format for GL (Granada Learning) style 11+ tests.

Book 2 includes eight model papers with a total of 380 questions. These papers represent longer format GL (Granada Learning)/bespoke tests with challenging content, speed and question variation to support all 11+ tests.

Book 2 will help you …


•  become familiar with the way long-format 11+ tests are presented

•  build your confidence in answering the variety of questions set

•  work with the most challenging questions set

•  tackle questions presented in different ways

•  build up your speed in answering questions within the time expected in the most demanding 11+ tests.



Pre-test and the 11+ entrance exams

The Galore Park 11+ series is designed for pre-tests and 11+ entrance exams for admission into independent schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local grammar schools, too. There are now several different kinds of Verbal Reasoning tests and it is likely that if you are applying to more than one school, you will encounter more than one type of test. These include:


•  pre-tests delivered on-screen

•  11+ entrance exams in different formats from GL (Granada Learning), CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring) and Moray House

•  11+ entrance exams created specifically for particular independent schools.



Tests are designed to vary from year to year. This means it is very difficult to predict the questions and structure that will come up, making the tests harder to revise for.

To give you the best chance of success in these assessments, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, independent school teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create these Practice Papers. These books cover the main question types now typically occurring and are designed to support practice in working with the wide range of formats you may encounter.

Because 11+ tests now aim to include variations in question type, making them increasingly difficult to revise for, both books should be completed as essential preparation for all 11+ Verbal Reasoning tests.
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For parents

These Practice Papers have been written to help both you and your child prepare for both pre-test and 11+ entrance exams.

For your child to get the maximum benefit from these tests, they should complete them in conditions as close as possible to those they will face in the exams, as described in the ‘Working through the book’ section below.

Timings get shorter as the book progresses to build up speed and confidence.

Some of these timings are very demanding and reviewing the tests again after completing the books (even though they will have some familiarity with the questions) can be helpful, to demonstrate how their speed has improved through practice.
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For teachers and tutors

This book has been written for teachers and tutors working with children who are preparing for both pre-test and 11+ entrance exams. The wide variety of question types is intended to prepare them for the increasingly unpredictable tests encountered, with a range of difficulty developed to prepare them for the most challenging and on-screen adaptable tests.
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Working through the book

You may find some of the questions hard, but don’t worry. These tests are designed to build up your skills and speed. Agree with your parents on a good time to take the test and set a timer. Prepare for each test as if you are actually going to sit your 11+ (see ‘Test day tips’ on page 8):


•  Complete the test with a timer, in a quiet room, noting down how long it takes you, and writing your answers in pencil.

•  Even though timings are given, you should complete ALL the questions.

•  Mark the test using the answers at the back of the book.

•  Go through the test again with a friend or parent and talk about the difficult questions.

•  Have another go at the questions you found difficult and read the answers carefully to find out what to look for next time.



The Answers are in a separate section at the end of the book. Do not look at the answers until you have attempted a whole paper. Each answer has a full explanation to help you understand why you might have answered incorrectly.

After completing both books you may want to go back to the earlier papers and have another go to see how much you have improved!
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Test day tips

Take time to prepare yourself the day before you go for the test: remember to take sharpened pencils, an eraser and a watch to time yourself (if you are allowed – there is usually a clock present in the exam room in most schools). Take a bottle of water in with you, if this is allowed, as this will help to keep your brain hydrated and improves your concentration levels.

… and don’t forget to have breakfast before you go!
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Continue your learning journey

When you’ve completed these Practice Papers, you can carry on your learning right up until exam day with the following resources.
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The Revision Guide introduces all the skills and question types you need to learn to do well in the Verbal Reasoning 11+ entrance exams.

The Workbooks will further develop your skills with over 220 questions to practise in each book. To prepare you for the exam, these books include more examples of the question variations in these Practice Papers – the more times you practise the questions, the better equipped for the exams you’ll be:


•  Age 8–10: Increase your familiarity with variations in the question types.

•  Age 9–11: Experiment with further techniques to improve your accuracy.

•  Age 10–12: Develop fast response times through consistent practice.



The Practice Papers (Book 1) contains four training papers, four short-format papers, two longer format papers and all answers to improve your accuracy, speed and ability to deal with variations in question format under pressure.


Paper 11

Test time: 40 minutes
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Three of the words in the list are related to each other in some way. Find the word that is not linked to the others. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.
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1  [image: ]

2  [image: ]

3  [image: ]

4  [image: ]

5  [image: ]

6  [image: ]

7  [image: ]
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In each question a given word is written in code. Work out the code and apply it to encode the second word. The alphabet has been provided to help you. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

If the code for READ is PCYB, what is the code for SENT?
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8  If the code for NOTE is PLVB, what is the code for GRAB?

    [image: ]

9  If the word for QNGLQ is SPINS, what is the code for TRIED?

    [image: ]

10 If the code for BOTTLE is YLGGPV, what is the code for SANDY?

    [image: ]

11 If the word for PKXEEA is NOVICE, what is the word for UEOLNA?

    [image: ]
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Find the association between the first pair of words and establish the same relationship with the third word provided. Follow the example to answers the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

Brave is to cowardly as loathe is to __________________.
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12 Taut is to taught as reign is to __________________.

    [image: ]

13 Conceal is to hide as vague is to __________________.

    [image: ]

14 Bland is to flavoursome as hinder is to __________________.

    [image: ]

15 Magenta is to colour as drey is to __________________.

    [image: ]

16 Rural is to countryside as urban is to __________________.

    [image: ]

17 Coppice is to trees as spray is to __________________.

    [image: ]

18 Apparition is to ghost as pew is to __________________.

    [image: ]
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Insert letters in the gap(s) to complete the word on the right so it is an antonym or nearly an antonym of the word on the left. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.
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19 official cas ____ ____ l

    [image: ]

20 urge d ____ ____ er

    [image: ]

21 supple r ____ ____ id

    [image: ]

22 satisfy dis ____ ____ ease

    [image: ]

23 serious super ____ ____ al

    [image: ]
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Complete each of these sequences by adding in the missing numbers. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer.
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24 [image: ]

25 [image: ]

26 [image: ]

27 [image: ]

28 [image: ]

29 [image: ]

30 [image: ]
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These questions ask you to read a series of statements and pick one true statement from a list.
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31 Harleen, Kripa and Louise all play a musical instrument at school. Louise plays a clarinet while Harleen has to hit her instrument with a stick to make a sound. Kripa can play the piano but started with clarinet. Tuesdays are the only days drum lessons are at school.

    If the above statements are true, this must mean that only one of the following statements can be true. Circle the letters next to the one true statement.




    A Kripa has her lessons on a Tuesday.

    B Harleen blows her instrument.

    C Louise also enjoys playing the piano.

    D Both Harleen and Louise have their lessons on the same day.

    E Harleen has her music lesson on a Tuesday.




32 Lucy, Sarah, Amrit are the three finalists in a swimming race. Amrit takes an early lead. Sarah is not the last. Lucy does tumble turns and wears a swim hat. Amrit touches the end wall last. Lucy comes a very close second.

    If the above statements are true, this must mean that only one of the following statements can be true. Circle the letters next to the one true statement.




    A Sarah wins the race.

    B Lucy was the first swimmer to overtake Amrit.

    C Amrit does not wear a swim hat.

    D Sarah comes second in the race.

    E Lucy wears swimming goggles as well as a swim hat.
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Make a new word spelt correctly by combining two words, one from each group. The word from the left always comes first and there is no change in letter order. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct word.
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33 [image: ]

34 [image: ]

35 [image: ]

36 [image: ]

37 [image: ]

38 [image: ]

39 [image: ]

40 [image: ]

41 [image: ]
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In these muddled sentences there is an extra word. To identify the extra word, work out the sentence that uses all but one of the words. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

The extensive country was rain caused the flooding in torrential.
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42 party as the exited from he as could he soon balloons.

    [image: ]

43 nuisance phone himself of Russell has made a telephoning by minutes fifteen every.

    [image: ]

44 objection raised an has secretary typing the to the procedure current.

    [image: ]

45 winter months agree peculiar barefoot to go it is a the bit in.

    [image: ]

46 overwhelming is surrender surround argument so that the must I.

    [image: ]
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The letters shown stand for numbers. Work out the answer and match it to the correct code letter. Circle the correct answer.
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47 [image: ]

48 [image: ]

49 [image: ]

50 [image: ]

51 [image: ]
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School pupils F, G, H, I are best friends but enjoy different subjects at school. H likes history but not art or sport, unlike one of her best friends. I is eager to learn another language. F can draw but prefers English Literature. German is the only language taught at Manor House. G loves painting. Three of the pupils enjoy playing tennis together. Circle the correct letter to answer the questions.
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52 Which pupil learns German?

    [image: ]

53 Which pupil prefers art to history?

    [image: ]

54 Which pupil doesn’t enjoy playing tennis?

    [image: ]

55 Who enjoys tennis and English literature?

    [image: ]
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The middle word in the first triplet has been made from letters taken from the other two words in the triplet. Identify which letters were used to make it and apply the same pattern to complete the second triplet. The word made must be a proper word. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.
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56 [image: ]

57 [image: ]

58 [image: ]

59 [image: ]

60 [image: ]
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Paper 12

Test time: 14 minutes


[image: ]

Choose the word from the list that completes the sentence in the most sensible way. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.
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1  The pilot made a __________________ landing on the runway.

    [image: ]

2  Graham started to __________________ his biscuit.

    [image: ]

3  Marjorie __________________ early most nights in the winter months.

    [image: ]

4  The displeased guest was presented with a __________________ amount of food.

    [image: ]

5  The pupil couldn’t __________________ up the energy to open the results envelope.

    [image: ]

6  The deadly crocodiles __________________ on the small sandy beaches.

    [image: ]

7  He __________________ the time his colleague finished work.

    [image: ]
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Three letters have been removed from the word in capital letters. If they are kept in the same order, these three letters spell another word. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

I live in a small VILL

[image: ]
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8  The boy had his first driving lesson at SEVENN

    [image: ]

9  Before doing the calculation it is important to ESTIE.

    [image: ]

10 When the man presented the red roses it was very ROTIC.

    [image: ]

11 The young couple were struggling to pay their MORTE.

    [image: ]

12 After the car was cleaned it looked SLESS.

    [image: ]

13 The complex code was not easy to DECIP.

    [image: ]
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Choose the words that complete the sentence in the best possible way. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter alongside the correct answers.

The great white shark can be very

[image: ]

and can smell blood from

[image: ]

distances.
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The Eiffel Tower is the same height as an 81-storey


14 a parking

     b garden

     c building

     d shop



and was named after the engineer Alexandra Gustave Eiffel.

The structure has become a


15 a recognise

     b global

     c broad

     d highest



icon of France.

The climb from the


16 a middle

     b public

     c ground

     d peak



level to the first level is over 300 steps.

Construction began in January of 1887 and it was


17 a celebrated

     b abolished

     c dismantled

     d erected



in only two years.

Travellers from all over the world come and visit the


18 a monument,

     b statue,

     c pyramid,

     d skyscraper,



making it the most


19 a visited

     b situated

     c welcomed

     d positioned



tower in the entire world.

It is possible to look down upon Paris from three different levels. You can take a lift or


20 a clamber

     b saturate

     c belief

     d challenge



yourself by climbing the stairs all the way to level two.
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