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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      You did not open a book titled How Big Is Your God for no reason. Something in you needed to ask.

      Most of us carry God at a size that fits our circumstances.

      We shrink Him down until He is small enough to manage, small enough to explain, small enough to argue with.

      Three things keep shrinking Him.

      
        
          	
        There is the shame that makes you hide, the sense that you are exposed, unworthy, or forgotten, and that God is one more face you cannot bear to meet.
      

      	
        There is the fear that will not rest, the dread of the storm, the diagnosis, the empty account, the closed door of the grave, and the suspicion that no one is holding the line.
      

      	
        There is the anger that builds a case, the conviction that God has handled your life wrong, that He owes you an answer and has not paid.
      

      

      

      You will meet these three throughout this book, named honestly and answered gently. The aim is never to deepen them. The aim is to set them beside a God so large that they finally let go.

      So bring your heaviness with you. These pages are not for the person who has it all settled. They are for the one who has run out of answers and knows it. The God they describe will meet you there.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

          

        

      

    

    
      This is a short book with one aim. To make your God bigger.

      You may have opened it while carrying something heavy. Shame that tells you to hide. Fear that will not go quiet. Anger you have not been able to set down. This book speaks to all three. It will not scold you for any of them, and it will not try to make you feel more ashamed, more afraid, or angrier. It will show you a God large enough to carry what shame, fear, and anger cannot. "Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee" (Psalm55:22).

      The book unfolds in three parts.

      
        
          	
        The Question asks why the size of your God matters at all.
      

      	
        The Tour walks through God's own words in Job chapters 38 and 39. When Job demanded answers, God answered out of the whirlwind by pointing to His works (Job 38:1). We follow Him from one work to the next and ask at each stop, How big is the God who does this?
      

      	
        The Response brings the journey home, to the cross and to worship.
      

      

      

      Every tour chapter follows the same shape, seven short movements.

      
        
          	
        The Text. The passage from Job, in the King James Version.
      

      	
        What God Says He Does. The work stated plainly.
      

      	
        What You Cannot Do. The honest contrast.
      

      	
        How Big That Makes Him. The greatness revealed.
      

      	
        What It Means for You. Where the truth meets your shame, your fear, or your anger.
      

      	
        A Question to Search You. One question to answer honestly.
      

      	
        A Prayer. A few words to turn the truth Godward.
      

      

      

      Read it slowly. One chapter at a sitting is plenty.

      Keep your Bible open. Every statement about God in these pages is tied to the verse that says it, and every quotation comes from the King James Version. Look them up. Let God speak for Himself.

      Do not skip the question at the end of each chapter. It does the real work.

      Pray the prayer, or pray your own words. The goal is not to finish the book. The goal is to meet the God it describes.

      This book was made to be given away. If it makes your God bigger, put it in the hands of someone whose God has grown too small.
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            CHAPTER ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      THE GOD WHO IS TOO SMALL

      Ask yourself one question before you turn another page. How big is your God?

      You will want to answer with a verse you have memorized. Answer instead with the way you live. The size of your God shows up in your habits, not in your doctrinal statement. It shows in how you fear, how you trust, and whether you rest. Shrink God in your mind, and those three break in the same order. Watch each one.

      A SMALL GOD RUINS YOUR FEAR.

      A small God fills you with the wrong fears and empties you of the right one. You dread a diagnosis, a layoff, a phone call after midnight. You fear the opinions of people who will be dust within the century. "The fear of man bringeth a snare" (Prov 29:25), and a small God leaves you caught in it.

      The holy fear goes missing. You stop trembling at sin, because the God you imagine is too mild to judge it. You approach Him with a cold heart and a casual step. The Lord Jesus told you to fear the One "which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt 10:28). A right view of God reorders every fear you own. The great fear swallows the small ones. When you fear God rightly, you stop fearing almost everything else.

      A SMALL GOD COLLAPSES YOUR TRUST.

      You cannot lean your full weight on a God you think is weak. So you hedge. You keep one hand on your own plan. You trust your savings, your skill, and your contacts, and you call it stewardship. "Some trust in chariots, and some in horses" (Psalm20:7). A small God sends you back to your chariots every time.

      Your prayers prove it. You bring Him small requests because you do not believe He will carry the large ones. You ask Him to bless what you have already decided. A man who trusts God little asks God little. "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding" (Prov 3:5). You cannot obey that command while your God stays small, because a small God always leaves you leaning on yourself.

      A SMALL GOD STEALS YOUR REST.

      You carry what you think He cannot. You lie awake running the numbers because you believe the outcome rests on your shoulders. You labor through the Lord's day and call it diligence. You cannot stop, because in your mind, no one holds the world while you sleep.

      The God who never slumbers "giveth his beloved sleep" (Psalm127:2). The invitation still stands. "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt 11:28). A small God cannot offer that, because he has no rest to give. Only a God who governs all things can tell you to lie down in peace and mean it.

      Job lived through this collapse. He feared what fell on him. He had trusted a settled life that vanished in a day. He lost his rest on the ash heap. He still had a God, and sound theology with it, but his God had shrunk under the weight of his pain until he spoke as though he could correct the Almighty.

      Then God answered out of a whirlwind. He did not lead with comfort or with reasons. He led with a question. "Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?" (Job 38:4). For two chapters, He displayed His works, the sea and the stars, the storm and the wild beasts, and He asked Job to match Him work for work. Job could not touch a single one.

      When God finished, Job did not argue. "Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth" (Job 40:4). His sight had changed. "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee" (Job 42:5).

      Here is where the three repair. When you see God rightly, your fear bows into reverence. Your trust lets go of the chariots. Your striving lies down and rests. All three rise together into one thing. You worship.

      That is the aim of this book. Not information about a larger God, but the worship a larger God deserves. "Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable" (Psalm145:3). The greatness comes first. The praise follows. You cannot manufacture awe at a God you have made small.

      So the Bible puts your question to your face. "To whom then will ye liken God?" (Isa 40:18). The answer is no one. He has no equal and no rival.

      You will not be argued into a bigger God. You will be shown one. In the pages ahead, you will walk through God's own words in Job 38 and 39 and let Him answer for Himself. You will watch Him found the earth, fence the sea, command the morning, hang the stars, and feed the wild things no man owns. At each work, you will ask again, how big is the God who does this? Answer honestly, and your fear, your trust, and your rest will never be the same.

      A QUESTION TO SEARCH YOU

      Of the three, which breaks first in you? Do you fear what God already rules, lean on yourself instead of Him, or lie awake carrying what He carries? Your weakest of the three reveals how small you have made Him.

      A PRAYER

      Father, I have made You small, and my fear, my trust, and my rest have all paid for it. Show me Your greatness as You showed Job. Teach me to fear You rightly, to trust You fully, and to rest in You completely, until my whole heart bows in worship. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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            CHAPTER TWO

          

        

      

    

    
      WHEN YOU WANT ANSWERS AND GET A WHIRLWIND

      When life breaks, you want answers. You want to know why. You want a reason large enough to explain the loss, and you want it now.

      Fear, trust, and rest break down in a particular order. But they break for a reason. Three forces have driven the human heart since the day it first went wrong. Call them shame, fear, and anger. You have already seen what they cost. Now watch where they came from.

      Job wanted the same. He had buried ten children and lost everything in a single day. He did not ask for a sermon. He asked for a hearing. "Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his seat! I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments" (Job 23:3-4). He wanted his day in court with God.

      You have wanted that court date too. Most people who suffer do. The wish itself is not the problem. Look underneath it, though, and you will find three engines that have driven the human heart since the garden. Scripture shows all three the day man fell.

      When Adam sinned, shame came first. The eyes of the man and his wife were opened, and they knew that they were naked, so they sewed fig leaves to cover what they could no longer bear to see (Gen 3:7). Then came fear. "I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself" (Gen 3:10). Then came the blame that grows into anger. "The woman whom thou gavest to be with me" (Gen 3:12). Adam pointed at his wife and at God in the same breath.

      Shame, fear, and anger. These three have run the human heart ever since. When God seems silent, you reach for one of them, and each one shrinks Him.

      Shame tells you to hide. You treat your suffering as a verdict, as proof that God has weighed you and found you wanting. So you keep your distance, the way Adam hid among the trees. A God you hide from grows small and cold because you will not come near enough to see Him.

      Fear tells you He failed you. The thing you dreaded arrived anyway. Job said it plainly. "For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me" (Job 3:25). Fear whispers that God was too weak to stop it or too far away to care. Either way, you stop trusting Him with anything large, and a God you cannot trust shrinks to the size of your doubt.

      Anger tells you He owes you. You build your case. You fill your mouth with arguments, as Job did, and you set God in the dock. A God you put on trial shrinks to the size of your courtroom. You have made yourself the judge and Him the defendant, and no defendant stands taller than his judge.

      Hear this clearly. This book will not scold you for any

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      A QUESTION TO SEARCH YOU

      
      A PRAYER

      
    

  

OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Introduction
      


      		
        How to Use This Book
      


      		
        I. The Question
        
          		
            1. Chapter One
          


          		
            2. Chapter Two
          


        


      


      		
        II. The Tour
        
          		
            3. Chapter Three
          


          		
            4. Chapter Four
          


          		
            5. Chapter Five
          


          		
            6. Chapter Six
          


          		
            7. Chapter Seven
          


          		
            8. Chapter Eight
          


          		
            9. Chapter Nine
          


          		
            10. Chapter Ten
          


          		
            11. Chapter Eleven
          


        


      


      		
        III. The Response
        
          		
            12. Chapter Twelve
          


          		
            13. Chapter Thirteen
          


          		
            14. Chapter Fourteen
          


        


      


      		
        Afterword
      


      		
        About the Author
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright


      		Contents


      		Beginning


      		About the Author


    


  


OEBPS/images/hbiyg-cover-11-for-ebook.jpg
How Job Learned to See the Greatness
of the Creator and Learned to
Fear Him, Trust Him, and Rest in Him

JOHN O'MALLEY

A oo






OEBPS/images/omalley-logo.jpg





