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Praise for I Love Disney’s Magic Kingdom


“Danielle Kelly, affectionately known as The Dapper Danielle, has created an enchanting masterpiece with her book about Walt Disney’s Magic Kingdom. Her passion shines through as she shares the stories of the ideas and incredible people who brought this dreamland to life. Her book is a treasure trove for anyone who loves Disney.”

—GWENDOLYN ROGERS, owner and president of The Cake Bake Shop at Disney’s BoardWalk Resort in Walt Disney World, Carmel City Center, and Broad Ripple Village

“I Love Disney’s Magic Kingdom is a smart, insightful, and accessible exploration of the most magical place on Earth. Danielle’s passionate storytelling and deep appreciation for the history of this iconic destination are pixie dusted from cover to cover. Whether you’re a lifelong Disney lover or researching for your first trip to the Walt Disney World Resort, this book has something for you.”

—DANNY JORDAN, award-winning author and TV producer of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition

“This isn’t just a travel guide. It’s a passport to the gifts of imagination, filled with stories and secrets—and sprinkled with pixie dust and confectionery delights! From Walt’s inspirations to enchanting tales behind the attractions, Danielle brings the park to life in a way that only her love for all things Disney—and her experience as a Cast Member—can bring.”

—SANTA J CLAUS, content creator and lover of all things magical (and churros and Dole Whips!)
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Preface

The name on the cover of this book says Danielle Kelly, but I bet a lot of you know me as The Dapper Danielle from social media. My lifelong passion for the stories behind the magic of Disney gives me a unique, authentic perspective on Magic Kingdom… and I love sharing this endlessly entertaining information with the world. Before I became The Dapper Danielle and a source of Disney history, theme park information, and storytelling, I was a Disney kid. I grew up spending family vacations going to see “Uncle Mickey” at Disney. When I turned eighteen, I was inspired to begin working for the company.

I have always loved sharing my knowledge about Disney, so as a Cast Member for over nine-and-a-half years, I gravitated toward roles that allowed me to teach and entertain, such as Fairy Godmother at the Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique and Merchandise Coordinator at Disney Springs. I developed a deep expertise in the individual storytelling that comes with each location and was also able to train other Cast Members.

My journey as a content creator began in early 2020 when COVID-19 shutdowns began. While I was able to visit with family during the lockdown, many of my fellow Cast Members were not as lucky, and they felt lonely, anxious, and afraid. In an attempt to ease the stress and uncertainty of the situation, I downloaded TikTok, primarily to connect with my friends and make goofy little videos to lift everyone’s spirits.

One night during a Zoom party, a friend suggested that I should start making videos specifically about my expertise and authentic experiences as a Cast Member. I took that suggestion, and when Disney reopened, I started recording videos in my car late at night after my long shifts. In my videos, I shared guest questions and interactions from the day, fun tidbits about the parks, and positive words of encouragement. Slowly, these videos became informally called “Random Disney things in the middle of the night that you probably don’t care about but I’m gonna tell you anyway.” To my delight and surprise, people actually did care! As the weeks went on, more and more people from all around the world regularly checked out my late-night posts. Several hundred followers turned into several thousand, and then into hundreds of thousands.

I have always wanted to take all my “Random Disney Things” and turn them into a written guide—and that’s what this book is. It’s built from the hundreds of videos that I have posted on my social media, my personal experiences, and my love for finding out more about the most magical place on Earth. I am so excited to be able to tell you more about this place I love and point out my favorite spots along the way. Thanks for taking me with you!

—Danielle





Introduction

Exhilarating rides, creative storytelling, fascinating history, beloved characters, mouthwatering treats—Disney’s Magic Kingdom has it all! Whether you’ve been to Magic Kingdom a dozen times, are currently at the park, or can’t wait to go someday, I Love Disney’s Magic Kingdom is a celebration of all the attractions, food, and behind-the-scenes trivia that make the park truly magical.

From the fairy-tale gleam of Cinderella Castle and out-of-this-world Space Mountain to the classic Casey’s Corner hot dogs and cups of refreshing Dole Whip, Magic Kingdom is filled with one-of-a-kind experiences. Add a whole new layer of magic to your favorite park with hundreds of insightful tips, fun facts, and interactive quizzes that let you discover the park’s rich history and hidden secrets.

To understand how incredible the park really is, you need to start at the beginning. First you’ll dive into the remarkable story of the early days of Magic Kingdom—from the park’s opening to the original rides and attractions that are still standing. Then you can use the map in the front of the book to follow along through each main area of Magic Kingdom, including Main Street U.S.A., Adventureland, Frontierland, Liberty Square, Fantasyland, and Tomorrowland. Each chapter is packed with insider information on key attractions (like rides, landmarks, and activities) and the top foods in that area (such as iconic menu items and popular restaurants). You’ll learn entertaining details like:


	Why Main Street always smells so good

	Which dining location treats guests like royalty

	How fast you plummet down the big drop on Tiana’s Bayou Adventure

	The ar1chitectural backstory of the plaza around the Pirates of the Caribbean ride

	Where to find specialty spring rolls

	The untold lore behind Big Thunder Mountain Railroad

	And more!



While you’re exploring attractions and food, you’ll have the chance to test your Disney knowledge with dozens of multiple choice, true-or-false, and matching quizzes. For example, do you know which famous actor applied to be a Jungle Cruise Skipper and did not get the job? Was it Josh Gad, Jim Gaffigan, or Terry Crews? (Turn to the back of the book to find out the answer!)

So, grab your Mickey ears, flip the page, and get ready to discover the magic behind the most magical place on Earth!



HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Whether you are a first-time visitor making a once-in-a-lifetime trip to Magic Kingdom, an annual passholder making your hundredth trip, or a dreamer who hopes to visit someday, I Love Disney’s Magic Kingdom has something valuable for you. Use it to get insider recommendations on food and attractions, learn little-known facts, and gain an even deeper appreciation of all Magic Kingdom has to offer.

This book starts with an overview and history of Magic Kingdom, and then is divided into chapters that focus on the different lands in Magic Kingdom. Each chapter features dozens of entries on:

[image: An icon of a Ferris wheel with a circular design and evenly spaced cabins, enclosed in a circle.] Attractions, events, and special sites: From immersive rides to upbeat parades to world-class storytelling, these sections highlight the many unique places in Magic Kingdom. You’ll also find directions on how to locate out-of-the-way or hard-to-find spots.

[image: A circular icon features a fork, knife, and spoon.] Food: Looking for a quick snack or a full sit-down dinner? You’ll find options for both—and everything in between—in these scrumptious entries.

[image: An icon of a question mark is centered within a circle.] Quizzes: Test your knowledge of Walt Disney, Magic Kingdom itself, and the many amazing Disney films with multiple choice, matching, and true-or-false questions. (Check the Answers section in the back of the book to see if your answer is right!)

You can use the icons to quickly find specific entries (maybe you’re looking for a place to eat in Tomorrowland), or you might choose to read the book from beginning to end. The entries for each chapter walk you through that land in order, site by site, and make you feel like you’re at the park.

Along the way, you’ll notice boxes that provide even more information:


	Extra Magic gives you bonus details above and beyond what typical guidebooks share about attractions, park design, and more.

	Park Pointers provide tips for Magic Kingdom visitors based on a lifetime of Disney park-going experience, such as the best time to visit a certain attraction. (Use these to make yourself the ultimate VIP tour guide for your group, #subtleflex.)



Ultimately, this book is yours to use however works best for you! Decide on the attractions you don’t want to miss or history you want to keep an eye out for. Try to remember food that piques your interest or that obscure fact to wow your friends with later. Ask some trivia questions to pass the time in a queue line or on a road trip. Once you are back home, rereading this book will be sure to remind you of all your favorite spots.

Get ready to immerse yourself in an extraordinary world unlike anyplace else on Earth. Now let’s get going on our trip to Magic Kingdom!






[image: ] CHAPTER 1 [image: ] Welcome to Magic Kingdom

As soon as you walk into Magic Kingdom, you can’t help but sense the excitement and rich history that permeate every corner of the park. That’s because each and every detail of the park’s layout and design was fully thought out to make the guests’ experience a truly unforgettable one. While the magical core of the park has stayed the same since opening day, it’s taken more than fifty years for Magic Kingdom to grow into what it is today.

In this chapter, you’ll go back to the very beginning and discover why Walt Disney had his eye on Florida for his new park—and just how much work was involved in making his dream come true. From what factors were involved in the search to just how long it took to build, you’ll uncover all the moving parts behind the founding of Magic Kingdom. Then you’ll witness the park’s opening day and explore how Magic Kingdom looked back in the 1970s—from what celebrations took place to the twenty-five attractions that welcomed guests on that first day. Finally, you’ll flash forward to today and dive deeper into the terms you need to know while familiarizing yourself with each section of the park. Now, let’s start our journey where it all began—once upon a time…


WHERE THE MAGIC BEGAN

If you had visited the site of Walt Disney World in the 1950s, you would have only seen miles of cow fields and swampland under the hot Florida sun. There was little to suggest then that this area would eventually turn into one of the largest international tourist destinations in the world! But one person did imagine that this could happen: the man that started it all, Walt Disney.


Finding the Land

To understand the story of Magic Kingdom, we have to go back to the beginning—to the inception of Walt Disney World. Beginning in the early 1960s, Walt and his team of Imagineers were on the hunt to find the perfect location to set up a new park. Disneyland in California, which opened in 1955, had become a huge success, and Walt wanted to continue expanding the park. But there was a major problem—there wasn’t enough room! Other companies, like hotels, restaurants, and gift shops, had quickly bought up property surrounding Disneyland to capitalize on the park’s success. This limited Disney’s ability to expand and add additional attractions and shows. There was simply no surrounding land that could be used to keep creating. Disneyland’s success had become a boundary for growth.

To get around this issue of space in California, Walt wanted to create a second park and began hunting for the perfect location. But the selection wasn’t easy—everything depended on three important factors:


	1. First, the climate had to be similar to Southern California’s. Walt wanted a place that he could keep open year-round without any seasonal closures. This meant a location that was relatively warm (and without snow)!

	2. Second, the new location had to be big. Walt wanted as much land as possible to avoid facing the same issues he encountered in California.

	3. Third, the land had to be affordable, since he was going to purchase such a large amount.



Walt soon realized Central Florida was one of the few places that checked all the boxes. In 1964, he began secretly buying up thousands of acres of land by using multiple fake aliases and dummy corporations to hide his intentions. After all, the price of the land would skyrocket if people discovered it was Disney who was looking to buy. The secret plan worked! It wasn’t until the next year, on November 15, 1965, when Walt finally revealed his intentions to the public during a press event. For comparison, Disneyland property is currently about 500 acres, meaning you could fit a little over fifty-four Disneyland Parks and Resorts into the 27,440-acre Walt Disney World property! Walt said it himself on film talking about the “Florida Project” on October 27, 1966: “Here in Florida, we have something special we never enjoyed at Disneyland—the blessing of size. There is enough land here to hold all the ideas and plans we can possibly imagine.” And imagine they did.




Breaking Ground on the Park

With the new land secured, The Walt Disney Company went to work transforming the fields and swamps into something magical. The first park to be created in Walt Disney’s Florida Project was Magic Kingdom, with construction beginning in April 1969. In just eighteen months, Magic Kingdom, two resorts, one campground, and a large parking lot with a transportation hub were built. But it wasn’t always smooth sailing—one of the biggest challenges was the surrounding swamp and wetlands regions.

On top of all the other construction that was going on, crews had to create more than 50 miles of levees and canals across the property to maintain water levels, help with drainage, and avoid contaminating the local water supply. The finishing touch was the massive Seven Seas Lagoon located just outside the gates of Magic Kingdom. The lagoon can comfortably hold the entirety of Magic Kingdom inside, or the equivalent of 127 football fields. One of the main reasons for creating the lagoon was to get soil to build the second floor of Magic Kingdom with the utilidors (short for “utility corridors”) incorporated. However, the lagoon also helped create an immersive experience by forcing you to leave your vehicle and take a new form of transportation to a magical place (something that couldn’t be done in Disneyland). In total, the project cost the Disney company $400 million in 1971, which comes out to the equivalent of $3.1 billion today after adjusting for inflation!

However, while the company was on the brink of a new, exciting future, it was also grieving the loss of its leader, Walt Disney. Sadly, Walt died from lung cancer just one year after Disney officially announced its plans for a new park. Although Walt didn’t live to see his dream come to life, his brother Roy fiercely protected the original vision of the park at every turn. In a touching tribute, Roy chose to name the park in a way that honored his brother’s legacy—calling it Walt Disney World.




THE CURTAIN RISES ON MAGIC KINGDOM

Magic Kingdom technically opened its gates on October 1, 1971, but the official grand opening of the park wouldn’t take place until October 23. This gap was intentionally created to avoid another “Black Sunday.” This is what the Disney workers called the 1955 Disneyland opening, which was riddled with overcrowding and technical issues. By using a soft opening over a few weeks, a team of 5,000 Cast Members had the time to fix minor issues and to reduce opening day crowds. The plan worked!


A One-of-a-Kind Opening Day

The opening day celebration was massive! The party lasted for three days and was star-studded, with guests like comedian Bob Hope, country music singer Glen Campbell, comic actor Buddy Hackett, and composer Meredith Wilson. One of the most memorable moments was Julie Andrews singing Disney classics like “It’s a Small World.” And to finish it all off, composer Meredith Wilson (creator of the musical The Music Man) led a grand band—which was almost three times the size of the largest American collegiate marching band—down Main Street to the tune of “Seventy-Six Trombones.” As they paraded down the street, a mass choir, trumpet heralds, and a symphonic orchestra were waiting in front of Cinderella Castle to join them in a powerful performance of “When You Wish Upon a Star.”

On the last day of the celebration, Roy Disney gave a dedication speech, honoring his late brother and stated a hope for the park: “May Walt Disney World bring joy and inspiration and new knowledge to all who come to this happy place.” A few days later, the celebration aired on NBC, bringing the magic of Disney to homes across the nation. What a magical opening ceremony!



The Original Attractions

Did you know there were only twenty-five attractions available at Magic Kingdom during opening day? Visitors on that day could purchase a ticket book for $5.75, which included your admission into the park, your transportation ticket, and your attraction tickets. With your transportation ticket, you could use any and all modes of travel from the Transportation and Ticketing Center and Magic Kingdom’s front gate as many times as you’d like. The options included parking lot trams, boats, and the monorail.

But the attraction tickets only let you choose one attraction per category. “E” tickets included some of the most technologically advanced and in-demand attractions, like Jungle Cruise and Haunted Mansion, while “A” tickets included some of the less thrilling attractions, like Cinderella’s Golden Carrousel and Main Street Vehicles. That’s only five attractions total—an impossible decision! Which ones would you choose?

“E” Attractions


	“it’s a small world”

	20,000 Leagues Under the Sea: Submarine Voyage

	The Mickey Mouse Revue

	Jungle Cruise

	Tropical Serenade

	Haunted Mansion



“D” Attractions


	Walt Disney World Railroad

	Skyway to Fantasyland and Tomorrowland

	Flight to the Moon

	Country Bear Jamboree

	The Hall of Presidents

	Admiral Joe Fowler Riverboat



“C” Attractions


	Grand Prix Raceway

	Dumbo the Flying Elephant

	Peter Pan’s Flight

	Snow White’s Adventures

	Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride

	Mad Tea Party

	Davy Crockett’s Explorer Canoes



“B” Attractions


	Main Street Cinema

	Frontierland Shootin’ Gallery

	Mike Fink Keel Boats

	Swiss Family Treehouse



“A” Attractions


	Main Street Vehicles

	Cinderella’s Golden Carrousel



You may have spotted some familiar names on these lists—while a few of the opening day attractions are still operating, many have been renamed or replaced. Plus, the total number of attractions in the park has doubled since 1971! As you can see, Disney World has come a long way since that opening day.




BEHIND THE CURTAIN

Disney World has soared into everything Walt imagined and more. But it takes a lot of work (and people) to make the magic happen! Enter the Cast Members, or Disney employees. Today, more than 80,000 Cast Members work across Disney World properties, including all parks, hotels, and sites, making it one of the largest single-site employers in the United States. The term “Cast Member” originated with Walt himself when describing park operations. The Disney company has its roots in show business, and Disney treated the park like a giant movie set. Every Cast Member has an essential role in helping the magic of the stage come to life. All employees are referred to as Cast Members regardless of whether they are an hourly employee, a manager, or a designer. While we’re talking about Cast Members, here are some more essential park operations terms referenced in this book:


	Role: A role is a Cast Member’s specific job or title. Because so many Cast Members play different roles (or do the same role in multiple parks in one day), there isn’t an exact number of how many Cast Members are working in Magic Kingdom at any given time!

	Costumes: Instead of employee uniforms, Cast Members wear costumes. These costumes are typically in-theme with the land or area where the Cast Members work. For example, Disney Cast Members in Frontierland don yellow and brown costumes that are western themed, while Tomorrowland Cast Members wear costumes that are blue and purple and project a futuristic theme. Of course, individual attractions can also have their own costumes that fit within the general theme of the area (Haunted Mansion, for example). Disney has recently been making strides to create its Cast Members’ costumes out of recycled material.

	Onstage and Backstage: In the same sense that Cast Members are actors playing a large role in how the park operates, the park itself is a giant stage. Disney refers to areas with guests around as “onstage,” while areas like office buildings, break rooms, and other places that do not typically have guests are considered “backstage.”





A PEEK BACKSTAGE

Now that you know the lingo, let’s talk about a very specific backstage location. Did you know that under Main Street (and elsewhere in the park) are utility tunnels used by Cast Members? These tunnels are called utilidors, short for “utility corridors,” and allow Cast Members to move from one end of the park to the other without “breaking show.” Legend goes that one day when Walt Disney was walking around Disneyland, he spotted a Cast Member walking into work through Tomorrowland wearing his Frontierland costume. Disney thought that sights like these would detract from the overall guest experience. After all, why would a cowboy be walking around the future?

But again, Disneyland faced limitations. The park was already built with no easy way of adding a tunnel system underneath. With the creation of Magic Kingdom from the ground up, engineers were able to incorporate utilidors, which have played a large role in how the park operates. You may be imagining tight and narrow passageways, but the majority are wide enough for golf carts and forklifts to pass through without blocking Cast Members!

The main path goes in a circle around the park with walkways to different areas like break rooms, offices, training rooms, electrical rooms, waste management, emergency services, and entertainment practice rooms. With so many moving parts, this area is definitely not safe for the average guest. If you are interested in seeing the utilidors, you can get a glimpse into park operations as part of the Keys to the Kingdom tour in Magic Kingdom. This tour is a five-hour walking tour that goes in-depth into the story of Magic Kingdom and takes you into a portion of the utilidors to get a peek behind the curtain.


Extra Magic

[image: ]
The term “Disney property” refers to all 47 miles of private property owned by Disney in the immediate vicinity of Disney World, including all resorts and parks. Most Cast Members and Disney guests will use the term “on property” when they cross the property line and will give more specifics about where “on property” they are headed. In this book, “the park” means specifically Magic Kingdom.





A WALK IN THE PARK

You’ve learned about how Magic Kingdom came to be and some hidden secrets that make everything run smoothly. First let’s talk about the way Magic Kingdom is set up. Then we’ll dive into the six main sections of the park (Main Street U.S.A., Adventureland, Frontierland, Liberty Square, Fantasyland, and Tomorrowland). Along the way, you’ll learn about some unique features, area highlights, and what to expect in each chapter.


The Hub

Did you know that the center of Magic Kingdom is shaped like a wheel with spokes leading to the different lands? This was done intentionally to help guests navigate the park. The location of the center of the park (the area in front of Cinderella Castle and around the Partners statue) is nicknamed the “Hub.”

Now, it’s time to take a deeper look at each land that makes up Magic Kingdom!



Main Street U.S.A.

Main Street U.S.A. is designed to resemble an 1880s–1910s main street from a small turn-of-the-century town on the coast of the northeastern United States. This is the main area for souvenir shopping and delicious treats. Here you might run into the world-famous Dapper Dans or enjoy a performance by the Casey’s Corner pianist tickling the ivories. While there aren’t any rides on Main Street, the area more than makes up for it with immersive storytelling and streetmosphere galore! There is a candy store, sit-down Italian dining, and some other fun treats that you can find out about in Chapter 2.


Extra Magic

[image: ]
Disney has been setting the standard in theme park entertainment for years and has even created some of its own terms and phrases for such entertainment—that’s where “streetmosphere” comes in. Disney coined the term “streetmosphere” to describe the entertainment and performers that appear in and around walkways






Left or Right?



	1. You’ll be going in the opposite direction of traffic since most guests turn right.

	2. Magic Kingdom’s design is oriented to the points of a compass. If you are standing at the Partners statue of Walt and Mickey in the Hub, facing Cinderella Castle to the north, Tomorrowland is east, Main Street is south, and Adventureland is west. This is critical for the blazing Florida sun. By starting in Adventureland at the beginning of the day, the rising sun will be at your back. By the time you are moving to Tomorrowland at the end of the day, the sun will have moved and now be setting at your back. This reduces the strain on your eyes, and you’ll be more comfortable throughout the day.

	3. Going to the left is how this book is organized, so make things easier on yourself and follow its lead!







Adventureland
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Frontierland




Liberty Square





Fantasyland




Tomorrowland






MAKING MAGICAL MEMORIES
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