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2016

“They’ve started building the oil pipeline from the tribe of Asher in Lebanon to the city of Tyre.”

Jael looked up sleepily at her husband John Presley whom she had nicknamed Johnny boy who was hovering over her with a concerned look on his face. She took a moment to gather her thoughts before replying.

“I wonder how many of God’s people will understand what this means?”

“By my guess, not very many.”

“We fought so hard against so many giants to clear the way for God’s people, I hope it wasn’t all in vain.”

“God doesn’t make mistakes Jael. What we did will have its desired effect.”

“I know you’re right. It’s just that so many are still in the dark about what’s coming.”

“All in God’s time, Jael.”

“Yeah, I know.”

“The good thing is that there are only a few years left of this madness.”

“The bad thing is that it gets much worse before it gets better.”

“You are becoming a pessimist in your old age Jael.”

“A pessimist? Not likely, just a realist, and I’m not THAT old Johnny boy.”

“No, you’re not. I apologize for the misnomer my lady.”

“Apology accepted.”

There was another pause as Jael again collected her thoughts.

“It’s been a few years, do you think we might be called on again?”

“We’ve kept in touch with the others if only sporadically. If need be, we can call on them again.”

“But do you think God would actually call on us again after all we’ve already done and sacrificed?”

“I think God will do what God will do. And what sacrifice have we made that could compare to His sacrifice of His Son?”

“Ouch! You sure found my soft spot in a hurry.”

“Why don’t we just keep an eye on things and see how it goes.”

“Wisdom at its best. That’s what I love about you.”

“And I love everything else about YOU!”

Johnny boy leaped onto Jael and pinned her to the bed. Jael giggled as she playfully fought back without really resisting.

“Are you trying to have your way with me sir?”

“Only if you want me too.”

“Okay sailor, but I warn you, I’m an expert with a sword,” said Jael playfully.

“Yes, I do have a distant memory of your prowess.”

“Only a distant memory?”

“Come here you huntress of giants! Grrr.”

Jael stopped resisting. She fully embraced her husband of three years and felt the strength of his love for her.

I waited so long for you; but the wait was well worth it, thought Jael.

Could I love you any more than I do right now, thought John Presley (Johnny boy)?

I would love to give you children my husband; but what if God calls us back into the fight? God has kept us from having children so far; maybe He’s not finished with us as far as sending us into battle.

Their passion flared and they embraced each other’s charms. They were caught up in their love for one another as the morning hours passed. Jael fell asleep in her husband’s arms. Johnny boy followed suit when he saw Jael was asleep.

It was noon when Johnny boy awoke. He looked at Jael with amazement.

You’re as beautiful as the day I married you. No, scratch that thought; you’re more beautiful now than when I married you. We’re approaching 40 fast. If God is going to use us again, He better step up the pace and quick.

Jael stirred. Slowly, she opened her eyes to find Johnny boy staring at her.

“Look mister, don’t you know it’s not polite to stare at a girl while she sleeps?”

“Who ever said I was polite?”

Jael took the pillow out from behind her head and struck Johnny boy.

“Oh, so you want to play rough do you?”

Johnny boy began tickling Jael.

“Ha ha ha, okay, stop.”

“Not until you say uncle.”

“Okay! UNCLE!”

“I knew I was the master of this house.”

“Yes, you are master of all you see,” said Jael.

“In that case, fix me some lunch woman.”

Jael again picked up the pillow and struck Johnny boy.

“I thought you said uncle.”

“I did, but now you went too far with your ordering me around,” laughed Jael as she again struck Johnny boy.

“You’re lucky I’m in love with you or you would suffer my full wrath,” joked Johnny boy.

“Bring it on,” mocked Jael.

“You asked for it.”

Johnny boy again began to tickle Jael.

“UNCLE, UNCLE, UNCLE!”

“That’s what I thought. Let’s get some lunch.”

“Whatever you say, master.”

“Now THAT is how a woman speaks to her husband.”

“Actually, THAT is how a woman keeps her husband doing what she wants him to do for her.”

“Here we go again.”

Johnny boy was about to start ticking Jael, when they heard a knock at their front door.

“I’ll get it,” said Johnny boy.

Leaving the bed, Johnny boy quickly dressed and went to the front door. He opened it and saw Captain John standing before him. In his shock, he momentarily forgot his manners and stood speechless.

“Are you going to invite an old friend in or what?”

“Oh, of course Captain,” said Johnny boy as he hugged Captain John.

“Such formality, just call me John.”

“Not going to happen Captain.”

“Suit yourself, but let me out of this cold weather if you please. Even at noon, Montana isn’t a warm place.”

“Come in, come in. Sit here and I’ll get Jael.”

“Sorry about not calling, but I didn’t have your number. I only had your address.”

“I’m amazed you found that, the others all keep in contact with us by phone, but YOU, well, that is another story.”

“I have much to tell you, so get Jael and we’ll have a good chat.”

“It’s really nice to see you Captain.”

“Same here Johnny boy.”

Captain John sat in the easy chair as Johnny boy spilled the news to Jael who quickly got dressed and accompanied him to the living room. Captain John rose and gave Jael a good strong hug, which Jael reciprocated.

“After we parted, I wasn’t sure if I’d ever see you again,” said Jael.

“I kind of wondered that myself. So you two finally tied the knot.”

“Yeah, we held out as long as we could.”

“I dodged her as long as I could.”

Jael struck Johnny boy in the back.

“Yup, it’s true love all right,” said Captain John.

“Never a dull moment with this wildcat,” said Johnny boy.

“It’s really nice to see you Captain John. To what do we owe the pleasure?”

“That’s what I always liked about you Jael, straight to the point.”

“Is there any other way?”

“Not when you’re involved,” said Johnny boy, which quickly got him another slap on the back.

“Married life suits you Johnny boy.”

“If I survive it.”

Again came the slap on the back.

“Seriously, Captain, to what DO we owe the pleasure,” asked Johnny boy?

“First let me catch you two up on what has been happening in my life since we last parted.”

“We’re all ears,” said jael.

“Today she’s all ears. Normally she’s all mouth.”

Before he could dodge it, again came the slap on the back.

“Sit down and listen to me before she knocks you out Johnny boy.”

“Sounds like good advice to me,” said Jael as she gave Johnny boy a look.

The two sat down on the couch and leaned forward to listen to Captain John spill the beans about his life since leaving Turkey back in 2013, a little over three years ago. Captain John’s eyes seemed to brighten as he began his tale.
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When I Left Turkey

“When I left Turkey, after we parted ways, I headed back to Hawaii. I needed to clear my head about losing my friend Colonel Saunders twice. Even if the second time it was only a clone made by anti-Christ’s henchmen. Part of me wanted to just relax for a year or two before going back to headquarters.

‘Funny how things work out. You would think I would know better by now. Anyway, I got to Hawaii and headed to a nice restaurant I had become familiar with while YOU Jael, were in the hospital. I was hoping to run across a little waitress I had met there. Her name, is Jael. Isn’t that a kick in the butt?

‘She was working when I arrived, just as I had hoped she would be. I couldn’t believe she still remembered my name. She had a break coming, and offered to spend it with me as I ate. I felt honored and accepted. We talked for the full half hour of her break. She was a fine Christian woman. She reminded me of you Jael. There’s something about names and people’s character.

‘Before we knew it, her break was over. She left me her phone number and made it clear that I could call her if I wanted. I told her I would if I got the chance. I was feeling pretty good when I left the Tiki Tiki Restaurant.

‘I got into the taxi and went to my hotel room, which would have to do until I arranged for something better. I watched as the taxi drove away. While unlocking my door, I happened to turn around and caught sight of a man smoking a cigarette at the end of the parking lot. He quickly turned away, which looked suspicious to me.

‘I quickly went inside and shut the door. I moved the curtains just enough to be able to see outside without drawing attention to myself. The man had turned back and was staring at my room. He pulled out a cell phone and made a call. My heart was pounding.

‘I waited for what seemed about fifteen minutes before I saw a car drive into the parking lot to pick the man up. I laughed and told myself I was being paranoid. I got ready for bed and went to sleep. I slept well that night, but I had a dream.

‘I dreamed that our group was back together. We were not fighting giants, we were involved with an underground railroad system much like a black market. We were coordinating shipments of food and water, as well as medical supplies. Guys, we were shipping this stuff to the mountains.”

“Are you telling us that God wants us to get back into the ball game,” asked Johnny boy?

“I haven’t had dream one, or had any angelic visitation,” said Jael.

“I think if you’ll allow me to finish my story, you will understand.”

“Of course Captain, continue,” said Jael.

“When morning came, I thought about calling Jael. I knew that the restaurant didn’t open till noon, so there was a good chance I could catch her at home before work. I talked myself out of it, and simply got ready and went for a walk around town. I decided to go to the mall.

‘Walking around the mall, I went into a clothes store to pick up a couple pairs of pants and some shirts. It took me awhile as I wanted to change my look to something that fit in more with the natives. Finally, I had two sets of pants and shirts that seemed to be what I was looking for.

‘I tried them on in the dressing room. When I came out of the dressing room, I noticed the same man whom I had seen through my window the night before, standing near a rack of shirts. He tried to act as if he was looking through the shirts in order to pick one out to buy. Most people don’t do a very good job of acting, and this guy proved to be no exception.

‘He was moving the shirts so fast, that I knew there was no way he could see the sizes or check out the styles very well. I looked away and went to pay for my clothes. I knew I was in trouble. He had to be one of the Commander’s men.

‘The checkout line was free of customers, so I paid for my clothes and headed for the exit. I used the glass windows to keep checking behind me. Sure enough, the man was following me at what he considered to be a safe distance. I could see he was again talking to someone on his cell phone.

‘When I got outside the building, I quickly hailed a taxi that was passing me. Needless to say I was thanking God for this small miracle. I had the taxi take me back to the hotel, where I showered and put on a set of my new clothes. I did this quickly as I wanted to be able to check if anyone was outside watching my place.

‘After getting dressed, I again checked out of the window to make sure it was safe. There was no one there, so I called a taxi and went to eat lunch at the Tiki Tiki Restaurant. Jael was not working as it was too early for her to begin her shift.

‘I was about to leave the restaurant, when I heard her voice.”

“Well, hello stranger.”

“Jael, what a pleasant surprise.”

“You’re becoming quite a regular around here.”

“Well a man has to eat.”

“True enough.”

“Are you starting your shift?”

“Yeah in about five minutes. I actually thought you might call me this morning.”

“I thought about it, but figured it was a little too forward to call you so soon.”

“I thought we were friends.”

“We are.”

“Well then, maybe you could do me a favor.”

“Name it Jael.”

“Tomorrow is my day off. I’d like to do something different than just hang around my house all day.”

“Are you asking me to take you out?”

“A girl could get wrinkles waiting for a nice guy to ask her out.”

“I couldn’t believe what I was hearing. I hadn’t been with a woman in nearly fifteen years. I bit the bullet and asked her to write her address down. I promised her she was going to have a day to remember. As I recall, she seemed to get excited and promptly wrote her address down for me.

‘I left the restaurant and was taxied back to the hotel. I noticed there was no one outside in the parking lot and felt a sense of relief pass over me. I lie on my bed and turned on the television. Before I knew it, I was passed out and didn’t waken until about two in the morning.

‘I lie there thinking about Jael. What was I doing? This girl was half my age. Still, she was beautiful and from what I could tell, a dedicated Christian. What could one afternoon harm? I finally managed to get some sleep.

‘Waking up, I looked at the clock. It was 7:00 A.M. Jael didn’t really tell me what time to call, I thought. She was up working till late, I’ll give her another hour, I continued thinking. I called her at 8:00 A.M. The phone had hardly rung before I heard Jael’s excited voice on the other end.

“I’ve been waiting since 7:00 A.M. What took you so long mister,” she said playfully.

“I’m older than you, it takes me a little longer to get ready.”

“Are we going to start our relationship out with lies? I know you were stalling. You probably were up half the night waiting to call me.”

“Well.”

“That’s what I thought. I’m fully ready, so come pick me up and show me that time of my life you promised me last night mister.”

“It took me all I could muster not to laugh. This woman’s spirit reminded me of yours Jael. She made no bones about what she wanted and didn’t mince words. What could I do, a promise is a promise. I went to pick her up using the only means at my disposal. I called a taxi.

‘When I arrived at her house, she insisted we take her car. I let the taxi go. She allowed me to drive, and as I started driving, I realized that I hadn’t made any plans on where to go. I didn’t want her to be disappointed, so I asked her what she wanted to do.”

“I love to go to the zoo.”

“Then that my lady is where we shall start our day to remember.”

“A smile crossed her lips. I was trembling inside. I had no idea what I was doing. We ended up at the zoo, and I paid our way in. If I remember correctly, we started at the lion’s den. Jael quickly equated it to the story of Daniel in the lion’s den.

‘I acknowledged this and we continued our walk through the zoo. Since it was not a very big zoo, it didn’t take very long to finish going through it.”

“What would you like to do next my lady?”

“How about lunch?”

“I can accommodate that request.”

“We went to a fast food place and sat outside enjoying the sunshine. I could see she was having a good time, even if I was feeling a little unsure of myself. She sensed my insecurity and carried the conversation by telling me about her growing up years. Needless to say I was grateful she was doing most of the talking. ‘After lunch, I again asked her what she would like to do.”

“What about an afternoon movie?”

“Fine, what would you like to see?”

“Anything but a horror flick, I have nightmares after watching those.”

“I don’t blame you. I’ve seen some pretty gruesome things myself that I have nightmares about from time to time.”

“Such as what?”

“Let’s just say, they are things you don’t need to worry about and leave it at that.”

“Fair enough mister.”

“I didn’t know why, but I liked it when she called me mister. Maybe because it was different than being called Captain all the time.

‘We chose a romantic comedy and laughed our way through it. I caught her crying at one point.”

“Are you crying?”

“No, I just got something in my eye.”

“Now who’s starting our relationship off with lies?”

“Okay, I’m crying. But this movie is bittersweet.”

“Now there’s a term I haven’t heard in a while.”

“I guess it hasn’t been used for a while, now.”

“You must be a hopeless romantic, Jael.”

“I prefer to think of myself as a hopeful romantic.”

“Always the optimist.”

“I try to be.”

“Good for you.”

“Could I rest my head on your strong shoulders?”

“I-I guess so.”

“You guess so, or you know so?”

“I guess I know so.”

“Look mister, when are you going to get it? I like you!”

“It was at this point that I almost blacked out. Here was this gorgeous woman with a fighting spirit, letting me know in no uncertain terms that she was interested in me. As she lay her head against my shoulder, I took in her scent and lost total track of the movie from that moment on.

‘We left the theater arm in arm. She was asking me questions about the movie, but all I could do was nod in agreement. I really wasn’t even hearing her questions, I was in a daze. I was however grateful that she was asking them in a yes or no format.”

“So far we’ve done everything I’ve wanted to do. Now it’s your turn. Where would you like to take me?”

“Those words struck me hard. I was being put on the spot. What if I chose the wrong place? I wasn’t used to being frivolous with my time. I was inside the car before I could think of an answer. I started the car.”

“Okay my lady, you’re in for a special treat. I’m gonna make sure you remember this day for the rest of your life.”

“Promises, promises.”

“You’ll see.”

“I hope so, for your sake mister. So far I’ve made all the decisions. I want to see YOU make some.”

“She was only playing, but I started to tremble. I wanted with all my heart to truly make this a day she could remember for the rest of her life. I headed for our destination. It took about an hour to get there.

‘I watched her expression as we arrived. The smile on her face told me I had made just the right choice. We exited the car and she hugged me. I grabbed her arm and escorted her through the parking lot and into the building.

‘I had taken her to the Hawaiian Observatory. We could take a tour before it got dark enough to be allowed to look through its lenses. I knew the director. We took the tour and it ended just as it got dark.”

“I love that you brought me here.”

“I haven’t been here in a long while myself.”

“So how do you know the director?”

“We’ve done some work together in the past.”

“I know you owned a boat, did you bring some material over for him?”

“It’s a little more complicated than that.”

“Oh, top secret stuff huh?”

“You’re getting warmer.”

“Okay mister, let me know if I get hot.”

“Let’s just keep this simple tonight.”

“You got it mister. Thanks for bringing me here.”

“We spent the next two hours looking into the large telescope and listening to Dr. Powers explain the universe to us. I had heard all this before, but I could see Jael was having a great time. That’s all that mattered.

‘When we left, she hugged me so tight I couldn’t breathe. We got to the car and before I knew what was happening, she kissed me. I was caught off guard. I looked at her for a moment, then leaned in for another kiss. This time, I was ready. My heart was pounding, my head was spinning, but this was a day I would remember for the rest of my life.

‘The kiss finally ended. We looked into each other’s eyes for quite a while afterwards. She pulled away and looked up into the night sky.”

“Thanks for taking me to the stars. I don’t think you can top this, so you can take me home. This has been a day I’ll remember for the rest of my life.”

“I don’t know if you can appreciate what this meant to me to hear her say those words. I took her home and she invited me in for some coffee. Once inside she kissed me again. I didn’t fight her. We talked a while and had coffee.”

“I could take you home.”

“No, I’ll just call a cab.”

“Are you sure?”

“Yeah, I’d rather keep my place of residence a secret for now.”

“More top secret stuff?”

“Something like that.”

“Okay mister, for now.”
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The Point Is...

“Now all this might not add up to much in your estimation, Johnny boy and Jael. But this is actually leading to something that will matter a whole lot to both of you.”

“We’re listening, keep talking,” said Jael.

“Yeah, we know you well enough to know this is NOT just about your love life or lack of one.”

“The days passed and our relationship grew. I can’t say exactly how, it just did. It’s like she was everything I felt a woman should be. I loved her frankness and honesty. It was a refreshing thing in this day and age.

‘Things were getting pretty serious between us, but all during our relationship I kept seeing this guy who was appearing at different places and appeared to be watching me. I wanted a relationship with Jael, but it seemed a little selfish to drag her into a potentially fatal situation.

‘After all, I didn’t know exactly what this guy was after. I mean, they already had the swords of truth we had used to kill their giants, so what more could they want except to kill me. Part of me wanted to break it off with Jael for her safety, but I found that a little harder to do than I had realized. I’m not sure if you can understand this.”

“We understand, Captain.”

“Yeah, Johnny boy speaks for me also, Captain.”

“Anyway, a whole year passed and I was in love with her. I wanted to ask her to marry me. I could not however, do that without finding out what this man who was following me around wanted. I decided to set a trap for him.

‘I waited to see him outside of my hotel. When I got out of the taxi, I deliberately walked towards him. I asked him what room he was in and let him know that I knew he lived at the hotel like me, because I had seen him on numerous occasions waiting for his ride to work.

‘At first he seemed a little shocked that I was speaking to him. He looked at me for what seemed like an eternity before he answered me. He all but stuttered when he finally did speak. It wasn’t the stuttering that bothered me, it was what he told me.”

“And what was it that he told you,” asked Jael?

“Our conversation went something like this.”

“So you’ve seen me on many occasions? Then why have you come back to this location if you know your life is in danger?”

“Then you ARE here to kill me?”

“Yes.”

“Then why haven’t you done your job?”

“I like to know something about my targets before I kill them.”

“You mean you like to know what makes them tick.”

“Exactly, I couldn’t have put it better myself, Captain John.”

“So you know my title?”

“I know a lot more than just your title. What I don’t or can’t understand, is how you could put your life on the line for something or rather someone you have never seen.”

“You mean Jesus?”

“Yes.”

“It isn’t easy to explain to someone who only knows what their master has drilled into their heads as truth.”

“Try me. I’m going to kill you anyway, so why not spend a few minutes indulging my curiosity?”

“Fine. I’m ready to die, even if you aren’t.”

“What exactly is that supposed to mean?”

“It means I know what is going to happen to me after I die. I will go straight to the one I serve faithfully.”

“So you aren’t afraid to die?”

“There’s always some aspect of fear, but not as most think of it. We know our God will bring our soul back to life, meanwhile, our spirit will reside with Him.”

“I don’t’ understand, I thought the soul and the spirit were the same thing.”

“Many make that mistake. The soul is one’s carnal spirit, while the spirit that God gives is entirely eternal and can never die.”

“So you will live on as you see it?”

“I will live on forever.”

“Then if I kill you now, you’d still be alive?”

“Yes, only my body would be dead.”

“Hmm. Sounds like a lot of malarkey.”

“I gathered that’s what you would conclude.”

“So that’s what gave you the courage to approach me.”

“I figured I might as well give one final witness for Jesus.”

“Well I’m a pragmatic man. Whatever works for me is what I do.”

“That’s what gets men into trouble. They know they can accomplish what they need in their life by doing things the wrong way, so they just do them the wrong way.”

“According to YOU!”

“NO, according to God’s law!”

“And what has God’s law ever done for mankind?”

“Only as much as mankind has allowed it to do for him.”

“Oh, so it’s our fault.”

“In a nutshell. We are a very selfish creature. Instead of waiting on God, we trust in ways to get what we want, no matter who it hurts.”

“I can’t really argue that point as I can see it is a truth. However, you didn’t answer my original question.”

“I’m sorry?”

“What has God’s law ever done for us?”

“God’s law holds this universe together. He created gravity. He created the way the elements work together so that oxygen could exist as well as every element on this planet; indeed the very universe and space. These are all God’s law.”

“So what you’re saying is that we should all be very grateful for God’s law?”

“Very grateful.”

“Hmm, I could see your point as being valid. It doesn’t change my allegiance, but I can see your point.”

“At least it’s a start.”

“A start towards what?”

“The possibility of
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