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6 THE COLL AGE IDE AS BOOK

Introduction

Collage allows your creativity to run riot. It lets you juxtapose disparate elements, styles, and media against each other and create something entirely novel, bizarre, arresting, beautiful, ironic, or unsettling. Old and new can be fused together; digital and hand- produced can be combined. What you can create with collage knows no bounds.

Collage is a relatively young art form because it’s only recently that mass-produced text and images have been so widely available for people to cut, reassemble, and create with. But collage doesn’t stop at gluing together cutouts from newspapers, books, and magazines. You can mix traditional paper cut-and-paste with paint, string, thread, lace, wire, or fabric. You can rip, tear, burn, shred, draw on it, layer it, and stitch it. You can bring new life to discarded or obsolete items by combining them and re-assembling them into an entirely new artwork; you can scan your hand-produced art or your vintage finds, alter them, and combine them together digitally.

If you’re in search of new inspiration for your collages, turn the pages of this book. You’ll find a wealth of ideas to inspire you— techniques, media combinations, styles, and subject matter— from some of the most innovative collage artists creating today.
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ABOVE:

Eva Magill-Oliver
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COMBINING MEDIA #1

Your collage work doesn’t have to be simply cutting and pasting magazine cuttings onto a background. You can push it a bit further by introducing threads, fabrics, paint, or pencil drawings, as Mónika Ardila has done here. With this cinema- inspired series, “adding an imaginary environment with my little white pencil was a way to give a new space and new life to these forms.”

This series of works was inspired by the gorgeous, luxuriant textures, lines, and curves of the hairstyles the artist discovered looking through the glossy pages of a vintage magazine full of old-world cinema stars, color, and glamour.

Add Pencil

OPPOSITE: Black Cinema

LEFT: Black Hair

FAR LEFT: Black Constellation





[image: image]


COMBINING MEDIA #1 9





[image: image]


10 THE COLL AGE IDE AS BOOK





[image: image]


S T YLE #1 11

Create a Retro Feel

ST YLE #1

This could be a scene out of a 1950s cult B-movie. Why not take a leaf out of Karen Lynch’s book and create “impossible worlds that feel almost real.” Karen’s starting point is most often vintage images from the 1940s and 1950s, and she usually tries to take all of the elements for a collage from publications close to the same era—matching the print colors and texture of the paper can result in a more cohesive look. She takes care to use the colors in a consistent way so that the separate elements blend together in the final artwork. In Lunar Beach, the shape of the planets echo the circles of the beach umbrellas and pick up the color of the ocean and the beach.

OPPOSITE: Lunar Beach
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Paint Your Own Landscape

COMBINING TECHNIQUES #1

Why not paint your own setting in which to stage your collage? Carmen Cruzat does just that by bringing together 19th-century photographs and the world of her own imagination to create surreal new artworks. Discarded portraits of people with unknown pasts are given new lives by placing them in her own dreamy, vague, watercolor landscapes. “I love using old photographs because the people’s expressions and clothes and the old-world atmosphere inspire me to imagine what these unknown people’s lives were like... ”
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LEFT:

El Insectario de Don Raimundo (Don Raimundo’s insectarium)

RIGHT: Expedición en el Egeo (Expedition in the Aegean)
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LEFT:

Meyers 4, 1897 (Volume 4 of a 17 volume, 19th century German encyclopedia)
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Make a Book Diorama

INSPIRATION #1

Alexander Korzer-Robinson creates miniature worlds, reminiscent of Victorian paper theaters, by cutting the illustrations out of—and creating artworks from—the pages of antiquarian books.

The compositions are built using only the illustrations that were part of the original volume; the artist works through the book page by page choosing the images that will become part of the final work and carefully cutting them out with scalpels. The other pages are removed. The end result is a hollowed- out book with a layered composition. The book is sealed around the sides so it can no longer be opened, but stands on its own as an objet d’art, and the delicate interior is protected by a plastic pane behind the front cover.
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Repurpose Your Own Artwork

INSPIR ATION #2

You can get extra mileage out of your existing artwork by revisiting it in a different guise. These collaged works by Sassy Luke use elements originally intended for greetings cards; the characters have been carefully cut out and given a whole new world to live in. Sassy combines her original cut-out artwork with fantastical settings created in acrylic paint, pen, and chinograph pencil.

The inspiration behind the pen-and-ink drawings of hybrid animals in Freak Show was a 1930s card game in which unique beasts are created by mixing up the heads and tails of the animals. The painted backdrops to these collages were inspired by the artist’s experience of living in Spain. “The exquisite Moorish architecture, the bull fighting arenas, the ceramic tiles, and the harsh intense shadows allow for my characters to live in a surreal and dreamlike fantasy world.”

OPPOSITE TOP: Drawing down the Moon

OPPOSITE BOTTOM

RIGHT: Freak Show

OPPOSITE BOTTOM

LEFT: Just Imagine 1
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Repurpose Your Own Artwork

INSPIRATION #2

You can get extra mileage out of your existing artwork by
revisiting it in a different guise. These collaged works by Sassy
Luke use elements originally intended for grectings cards; the
characters have been carefully cut out and given a whole new
world to live in. Sassy combines her original cut-out artwork
with fantastical settings created in acrylic paint, pen, and
chinograph pencil.

The inspiration behind the pen-and-ink drawings of” hybrid
animals in Freak Show was a 1930s card game in which
unique beasts are created by mixing up the heads and tails
of the animals. The painted backdrops to these collages were
inspired by the artist’s experience of living in Spain. “The
exquisite Moorish architecture, the bull fighting arenas, the
ceramic tiles, and the harsh intense shadows allow for my
characters to live in a surreal and dreamlike fantasy world.”
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Make a Book Diorama

INSPIRATION #1

Alexander Korzer-Robinson creates miniature worlds,
reminiscent of Victorian paper theaters, by cutting the
illustrations out of —and creating artworks from-—the pages
of antiquarian books.

The compositions are built using only the illustrations that
were part of the original volume; the artist works through the
book page by page, choosing the images that will become
part of the final work and carcfully cutting them out with
scalpels. The other pages are removed. The end result is a
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stands on its own as an objet d’art, and the delicate interior is
protected by a plastic pane behind the front cover.
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Introduction

Collage allows your creativity to run riot. It
lets you juxtapose disparate elements, styles,
and media against each other and create
something entirely novel, bizarre, arresting,
beautiful, ironic, or unsettling. Old and new
can be fused together; digital and hand-
produced can be combined. What you can
create with collage knows no bounds.

Collage is a relatively young art form because it’s only
recently that mass-produced text and images have been so
widely available for people to cut, reassemble, and create
with. But collage doesn’t stop at gluing together cutouts from
newspapers, books, and magazines. You can mix traditional
paper cut-and-paste with paint, string, thread, lace, wire, or
fabric. You can rip, tear, burn, shred, draw on it, layer it, and
stitch it. You can bring new life to discarded or obsolete items
by combining them and re-assembling them into an entirely
new artwork; you can scan your hand-produced art or your
vintage finds, alter them, and combine them together digitally.

If you’re in search of new inspiration for your collages, turn the
pages of this book. You’ll find a wealth of ideas to inspire you—
techniques, media combinations, styles, and subject matter—
from some of the most innovative collage artists creating today.
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Add Pencil

COMBINING MEDIA #1

Your collage work doesn’t have to be simply cutting and
pasting magazine cuttings onto a background. You can push
it a bit further by introducing threads, fabrics, paint, or pencil
drawings, as Ménika Ardila has done here. With this cinema-
inspired series, “adding an imaginary environment with my
little white pencil was a way to give a new space and new life
to these forms.”

This series of works was inspired by the gorgeous, luxuriant
textures, lines, and curves of the hairstyles the artist
discovered looking through the glossy pages of a vintage
magazine full of old-world cinema stars, color, and glamour.
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