
Table of Contents

The Journey Begins

Acknowledgements

Audiobook

Preface

The Journey Begins | 西游开始 | Xīyóu Kāishǐ | 第012章 | Dì 12 Zhāng

第13章 | Dì 13 Zhāng

第14章 | Dì 14 Zhāng

The Journey Begins | Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Proper Nouns

Glossary

About the Authors

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Journey Begins
[image: ]


A Story in Simplified Chinese and Pinyin, 
600 Word Vocabulary Level
Includes English Translation
Book 6 of the Journey to the West Series

Written by Jeff Pepper
Chinese Translation by Xiao Hui Wang
Based on chapters 12 through 14 of the original Chinese novel Journey to the West by Wu Cheng’en

[image: image]

​

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, organizations, places, events, locales, and incidents are either the products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental.

Copyright © 2018 – 2022 by Imagin8 Press LLC, all rights reserved.

Published in the United States by Imagin8 Press LLC, Verona, Pennsylvania, US. For information, contact us via email at info@imagin8press.com, or visit www.imagin8press.com. 

Our books may be purchased directly in quantity at a reduced price, visit our website www.imagin8press.com for details.
Imagin8 Press, the Imagin8 logo and the sail image are all trademarks of Imagin8 Press LLC.

Written by Jeff Pepper

Chinese translation by Xiao Hui Wang

Cover design by Katelyn Pepper and Jeff Pepper

Book design by Jeff Pepper

Artwork by Next Mars Media, Luoyang, China

Audiobook narration by Junyou Chen 

Based on the original 16th century Chinese novel by Wu Cheng’en

ISBN 978-1733165013

version 112

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Acknowledgements

[image: ]


We are deeply indebted to the late Anthony C. Yu for his incredible four-volume translation, The Journey to the West (University of Chicago Press, 1983, revised 2012). 

We have also referred frequently to another unabridged translation, William J.F. Jenner’s The Journey to the West (Collinson Fair, 1955; Silk Pagoda, 2005), as well as the original Chinese novel 西游记 by Wu Cheng’en (People’s Literature Publishing House, Beijing, 1955). And we’ve gathered valuable background material from Jim R. McClanahan’s Journey to the West Research Blog (www.journeytothewestresearch.com).

And many thanks to the team at Next Mars Media for their terrific illustrations, Jean Agapoff for her careful proofreading, and Junyou Chen for his wonderful audiobook narration.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Audiobook

[image: ]


A complete Chinese language audio version of this book is available free of charge. To access it, go to YouTube.com and search for the Imagin8 Press channel. There you will find free audiobooks for this and all the other books in this series. 
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This book is based on chapters 12, 13 and 14 of Journey to the West (西游记, xī yóu jì), an epic novel written in the 16th Century by Wu Chen’en. Journey to the West is loosely based on an actual journey by the Buddhist monk Xuanzang, who traveled from the Chinese city of Chang’an westward to India in 629 A.D. and returned 17 years later with priceless knowledge and texts of Buddhism. Over the course of the book the band of travelers face the 81 tribulations that Xuanzang had to endure to attain Buddhahood. 

Each book in our Journey to the West series covers a short section of the original 2,000-page novel. 

This story, the sixth in our series, marks the end of the first section of the novel, as we wrap up the preliminaries and begin the actual journey. In the words of Winston Churchill, “Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. but it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.”

As we wrap up the beginning sections of the novel, several threads and key characters from earlier books come together. Taizong, the great emperor of the Tang Dynasty who spent most of Book Five trapped in the Underworld, selects the young monk Xuanzang to undertake the journey after being strongly influenced by the Buddhist teacher Guanyin. Xuanzang (now called Sanzang) sets out on his journey and receives help from Guanyin and from Bright Star of Venus, who previously appeared in Book Two. The Dragon King of the Eastern Ocean, who in Book One was Sun Wukong’s adversary and was forced to give him his Jin Gu Bang (golden hoop rod) weapon, is now Sun Wukong’s old friend and gives him some life-changing advice. And near the end of the book Sanzang’s path crosses that of Sun Wukong himself, and the young monk and the old monkey work out their differences (more or less!) and become the first two members of the band of travelers. Later on they will be joined by two more disciples: the lustful pig Zhu Bajie (literally, “the Pig of Eight Prohibitions”) and the ugly sand priest Sha Wujing, as well as the White Dragon Horse.

This book has some great moments in it, but the most interesting aspect is the transformation of Sun Wukong, who as a result of spending five centuries imprisoned in a stone box has changed from being an ignorant troublemaker to being the young monk’s disciple and protector. The tension between Sun Wukong’s newfound devotion and his old destructive habits is fun to watch.

All of the stories in this series are written in simple language suitable for beginning Chinese learners at the 600 word HSK3 level. Whenever we introduce a word or phrase that isn’t part of HSK3 and was not already defined in a previous book, it’s defined in a footnote on the page where it first appears. All words are listed in the glossary at the end.

In the main body of the book, each paragraph of Chinese characters is followed by a matching paragraph of pinyin. This is unusual for Chinese novels but we feel it’s important. By including the pinyin, as well as a full English version and glossary at the end, we hope that every reader, no matter what level of mastery they have of the Chinese language, will be able to understand and enjoy the story we tell here.

You can find a complete audiobook version of this book on YouTube’s Imagin8 Press channel, or you can download it directly from our website, www.imagin8press.com. There you can also find information on other books you might enjoy, and you can sign up for our mailing list to be informed about other books as they become available.

We hope you like this book, and we’d love to hear from you! Write us at info@imagin8press.com.

Jeff Pepper and Xiao Hui Wang
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA
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第012章

Dì 12 Zhāng

我亲爱的孩子，又到了睡觉的时间！你今天晚上想听听另一个故事吗？

Wǒ qīn'ài de háizi, yòu dào le shuìjiào de shíjiān! Nǐ jīntiān wǎnshàng xiǎng tīng tīng lìng yí gè gùshì ma?

你还记得昨天晚上我讲的太宗皇帝，他去了地狱，然后又回到了他生活的土地上。当他在地狱的时候，遇到了一群饿鬼。他同意帮助那些鬼，让他们能进入转轮藏，再一次出生。为了做到这一点，他为饿鬼们做了一场水陆大会。

Nǐ hái jìdé zuótiān wǎnshàng wǒ jiǎng de Tàizōng huángdì, tā qù le dìyù, ránhòu yòu huí dào le tā shēnghuó de tǔdì shàng. Dāng tā zài dìyù de shíhòu, yùdào le yì qún è guǐ. Tā tóngyì bāngzhù nàxiē guǐ, ràng tāmen néng jìnrù Zhuǎn Lúncáng, zài yícì chūshēng. Wèi le zuò dào zhè yìdiǎn, tā wèi è guǐmen zuò le yì chǎng Shuǐlù Dàhuì.

太宗请了长安城里所有的和尚来到宫殿，请大臣们在和尚中选出一个人来举行水陆大会。大臣们谈了以后来到太宗面前说：“陛下，我们选了一个和尚来举行水陆大会，你应该已经认识他了！

Tàizōng qǐng le Cháng'ān chéng lǐ suǒyǒu de héshang lái dào gōngdiàn, qǐng dàchénmen zài héshang zhōng xuǎn chū yí gè rén lái jǔxíng Shuǐlù Dàhuì. Dàchénmen tán le yǐhòu lái dào Tàizōng miànqián shuō, “Bìxià, wǒmen xuǎn le yí gè héshang lái jǔxíng Shuǐlù Dàhuì, nǐ yīnggāi yǐjīng rènshi tā le!


在前一次的生命中，他是佛祖的学生

他没有听佛祖的话，所以他只能有很多痛苦

他的爸爸，一个状元，被一个强盗杀死

他的妈妈是丞相的美丽女儿

在这个年轻和尚出生的时候，他遇到了很大的危险

他的妈妈把他放进河里，他漂在水面上

最后他到了金山寺

他在那里住了十八年

然后他知道了他出生时候的故事

他请他的外公[1]​为他的爸爸报仇

外公的军队杀死了那个强盗

陛下给了这个年轻的和尚一个工作

但是和尚选了学习

在那次生命中，他的名字叫金蝉

他年轻的时候被叫做江流

你知道他现在的名字叫玄奘

Zài qián yícì de shēngmìng zhōng, tā shì fózǔ de xuéshēng
Tā méiyǒu tīng fózǔ de huà, suǒyǐ tā zhǐnéng yǒu hěnduō tòngkǔ
Tā de bàba, yí gè zhuàngyuán, bèi yí gè qiángdào shā sǐ
Tā de māma shì chéngxiàng de měilì nǚ'ér
Zài zhège niánqīng héshang chūshēng de shíhòu, tā yùdào le hěn dà de wēixiǎn
Tā de māma bǎ tā fàng jìn hé lǐ, tā piāo zài shuǐmiàn shàng
Zuìhòu tā dào le Jīn Shān Sì
Tā zài nàlǐ zhù le shíbā nián
Ránhòu tā zhīdào le tā chūshēng shíhòu de gùshì
Tā qǐng tā de wàigōng wèi tā de bàba bàochóu
Wàigōng de jūnduì shā sǐ le nàge qiángdào
Bìxià gěi le zhège niánqīng de héshang yí gè gōngzuò
Dànshì héshang xuǎn le xuéxí
Zài nà cì shēngmìng zhōng, tā de míngzì jiào Jīnchán
Tā niánqīng de shíhòu bèi jiàozuò Jiāng Liú
Nǐ zhīdào tā xiànzài de míngzì jiào Xuánzàng.”

太宗皇帝想起了玄奘，要他去举行水陆大会。大会举行了49天，有1,200名和尚参加了大会。

Tàizōng huángdì xiǎngqǐ le Xuánzàng, yào tā qù jǔxíng Shuǐlù Dàhuì. Dàhuì jǔxíng le 49 tiān, yǒu 1200 míng héshàng cānjiā le dàhuì.

在举行水陆大会的时候，佛祖观音正在长安的一座小庙里。她正在找人去西方把佛法带回中国。当她听说太宗皇帝选了玄奘去做水陆大会，她决定选这位年轻和尚去西方。

Zài jǔxíng Shuǐlù Dàhuì de shíhòu, fózǔ Guānyīn zhèngzài Cháng'ān de yízuò xiǎo miào lǐ. Tā zhèngzài zhǎo rén qù xīfāng bǎ fófǎ dài huí Zhōngguó. Dāng tā tīng shuō Tàizōng huángdì xuǎn le Xuánzàng qù zuò Shuǐlù Dàhuì, tā juédìng xuǎn zhè wèi niánqīng héshàng qù xīfāng.

所以观音变成了一个很丑的老和尚，她走到街道上，喊道：“我要卖绣花僧[2]​衣和拐杖[3]​。只要七千金！”就在这个时候，丞相骑着马到了那里，他喜欢僧衣和拐杖，他认出[4]​了观音是佛祖。所以他带着观音去见太宗皇帝。

Suǒyǐ Guānyīn biàn chéng le yí gè hěn chǒu de lǎo héshàng, tā zǒu dào jiēdào shàng, hǎn dào: “Wǒ yào mài xiùhuā sēng yī hé guǎizhàng. Zhǐyào qī qiān jīn!” Jiù zài zhège shíhòu, chéngxiàng qízhe mǎ dào le nàlǐ, tā xǐhuān sēngyī hé guǎizhàng, t
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