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Every single soul who came in contact with or heard even a millisecond about Agya Ernest Kwame Apraku would agree that he lived a fulfilled life and possessed a lifetime of experience for anyone Ghanaian and African in general. 

He was a man who, throughout his entire life, pursued nothing but perfection. Call him a “personification of excellence” and you won’t be wrong; for substance and significance as a human being, for his interest in every detail – this man was not just great, HE WAS PERFECTION!

From Sunyani to Techiman, from Nkoranza to Tuobodom, from Seikwa to Mim, from Goaso to Kintampo, from Dormaa to Sampa, from Drobo to Nsuatre, from Badu to Jema, from Offuman to Bechem, from Atebubu to Berekum; the name – Agya Apraku of Asuo Bomosadu Timbers and Sawmills (ABTS) will forever be remembered for his poise, purposeful and impactful life. 

Agya Apraku was and will always be remembered as ‘AGYA’, which means ‘Father’ in the Twi language. To the depressed, demoralized, deflated, bruised and confused, he was the father who brought them joy and hope. 

If you knew him, you would appreciate that his entire existence on earth was a privilege and a pleasure before the world’s eyes.

Past generations and posterity will never forget the hero who directed rays of sunshine and smiles through his humanitarian lifestyle to the then region of Brong Ahafo, now known as Bono, Bono East and Ahafo regions of Ghana, Africa and the world. 

Agya Apraku was known both at home and abroad as one of the most generous humans who lived. There were no events, be they big or small in the markets, on the streets, or at various religious gatherings; whether they be funerals, weddings, naming ceremonies, etc. that did not have his fatherly input.

As you flip through the pages of this book, you will come to terms with his life as a delightful account, one that brought salvation to many people and even coronation to kings, queens, princes and princesses. 

In the world of business, Agya’s consistency and longevity were the highlights of his devotion to the belief that nothing was impossible. Anyone who knows about ABTS and it’s over forty years of dominance in the timber and sawmill sector in Africa can attest to this. 

Even in the craziest, most colourful, and chaotic circumstances, he remained unfazed as his motto, “...if you have God, you fear no evil”, emanated from his lips to everyone around him. 

It’s worth reiterating that in all his dealings, Agya was a decent and upstanding man with beautiful narratives surrounding his personality. He never withheld what was due anyone- not even a pesewa!

Whether dealing with pretenders or contenders, he treated everyone with empathy and sympathy, expecting nothing in return, with stints of reminders that the unexpected should be anticipated – that’s part of the game called life. His intelligent ideas were always there to upset, dissect and reset, creating perfect feats for the good of the “Apraku’s Empire”. Though some of these ideas were received with mumbles and fumbles, red dismay, and blue reliefs during some curious times, Agya remained steadfast, always repeating his motto, “...if you have God, you fear no evil.” 

As an astute human being, he taught and guided others in life, showing that endurance and excellence were required to succeed. His wholehearted approach to everything showed why he was The Boss. Though not an extravagant person, that glimpse of stylish calmness, a bubble of optimism and audeat-est-facere charisma always set him apart. 

As you make your way through the pages of this book which explores the life, works, and legacy of an unparalleled human during his time on earth, allow yourself to be refreshed, revitalized and reminded that confidence is divine. It is a quality that emerges when you transition from a state of emptiness to a happy and fulfilled life guided by grace. 

As you read on, even if nothing catches your attention, do well to take note of his refusal to compromise, boldness, passion to be the best ‘Agya’ in the land and his exceptional managerial skills. And when you finally close this book, be proud of yourself that though you may have never met the one you have just read about, albeit. VENIT! VEDIT! VICIT!


“Death is a commingling of eternity with time; in the death of a good man, eternity is seen looking through time.” 


- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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Having known this man all my life, I want to remind everyone that the significance of his passing to glory is not lost, as even death held his deeds in awe, sparing one of the heroes of Bono, Bono East, and Ahafo regions more time to prepare for his final exit. Though death finally had the courage to deal the final blow to one of the most loved, revered, and respected statesmen, after hanging on to the thread of life and giving his best to service and hu-

manity, our father, Agya ERNEST KWAME APRAKU, truly bowed to the inevitable by going to rest.

Agya Apraku left behind a legacy of love, tranquility, and a commitment to perseverance. Having seen, heard, and been a part of his business journey (at a point in my life) as his student under his tutelage, his self-determination was nothing short of admirable. He constantly taught everyone that bitterness and the temptation to seek revenge were simply unhealthy and uncalled-for; they had no place in his teachings.

To him, the only way to forge ahead nobly was not by invoking the mosaic law of an eye for an eye but by embracing the spirit of forgiveness. After all the years of suffering and indignity at the hands of those who were jealous, skeptical, and even wanted him dead, he saw the larger picture of uniting and bringing Bono, Bono East, and Ahafo regions to a prominent place in the world.

As mentioned earlier, I was a student of his. Therefore, in celebrating the life and times of Agya ERNEST KWAME APRAKU, it is essential to mention his never-ending ambitions, irresistible swagger, and humanitarianism as subjects to be studied in schools, homes, on mountains, and in valleys. As you read along, you will agree that there is no room for argument.

Someone once told me that historians of our time don't always pay attention to certain events; that their job is to chronicle, interpret, and analyze past events without any conscience, sometimes. I told that person that their notion was debatable because "HUMANITY AT ITS BEST: The Legacy of ERNEST KWAME APRAKU" is worth every moment of reading and keeping. The documented life and accolades in this book show that this man deserves continuous applause, for his role on the world's stage cannot be erased, not even by mere impressions.

ATTA APRAKU

Son of the Late ERNEST KWAME APRAKU
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To the evergreen memory of the late ‘Agya’ ERNEST 


KWAME APRAKU
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CHAPTER 1 THE MAN. THE MYTH. THE LEGEND.

Born in 1948, Agya Ernest Kwame Apraku, founder of Asuo Bomosadu Timbers and Sawmills (ABTS), was a gifted and an honest man who lived a full 75 years of a fruitful life. He was jovial to the core, a faithful personality and a believer without pretence. His deeds spoke for him as he showed the world that commitment was everything one needed to succeed in life. To say he was humble is not flattery or boasting. His humility was evidenced by the respect he received and the beautiful testimonies about him from people of diverse backgrounds. Just ask the little child on the streets, the market woman, the fuel station attendant, the usher in a nearby church, or anyone in Berekum about Agya Apraku, and you’ll be told how modest and courteous he was to all and sundry.

Agya was a pragmatic and
























CHAPTER 3 A CATALOGUE OF COURAGE









CHAPTER 4 FAMILY AND WHAT IT MEANT TO HIM












CHAPTER 5 THE CIGARETTE STORY









CHAPTER 6 THE 11 PM MIRACLE & SERIES OF ESCAPES



























CHAPTER 7 THE DREADFUL ‘ANTONIO’ ENCOUNTERS








CHAPTER 8 MAJOR SULEIMAN
















BEREKUM AND ITS BRILLIANCE

















CHAPTER 10 PUFFING UP THE HEFTY SHOULDERS OF ABTS’S SURVIVAL












CHAPTER 11 WHEN POLITICS WINKED, AGYA BLINKED
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