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      Born in Bournemouth during the nineteen sixties and brought up in many areas of Dorset, I have gotten to know my county like the back of my hand. Being passionately interested in all things natural history, I was introduced to the subject of non-native large cats living in the UK whilst still a teenager, not by design but by circumstance or accident, as I watched badgers during the night… I got more than I bargained for!

      This set a president that led me to encounter more unusual goings-on in our countryside and sub-urban areas, I had more encounters and learned a lot about the subject as I indulged in my basic wildlife hobbies, leading to the realisation that this subject must be delved into, and the people educated, and all manner of investigations.

      Since 1983, I have been at work, with escalating success in not just investigating this phenomenon but having multiple sightings, finding an inexhaustible supply of field evidence and data, which in turn led me to be well known within the subject. I have given lectures nationwide and been involved from many angles. I have been involved in wildlife conservation for the whole of my life and have worked both professionally and voluntary within these fields, including a 22-year membership with the Bournemouth natural science society and have been the chair of the zoology section for two decades, as well as helping out with curatorship of our museum specimens, president and trustee, lecturing and leading field meetings. I am a taxidermist, teacher and lecturer, philosopher, ufologist, artist, photographer, musician and have many hobbies and interests.

      I decided to write a series of books on the subject of wild living large cats in the UK, as I had so much data and believed that knowledge should be available to all, especially something as controversial as this subject. I decided that there was no field guide to the identification of field evidence or guidelines from which people could work, enhancing that knowledge. Also, realising that so many people were in the dark regarding such knowledge, and with so many sceptical minds that refused to acknowledge, I needed to prove a few points.

      In this book, I relate my own observations and experiences and relay my findings regarding the numbers, behaviour and species of the animals involved, with many photographs of field evidence. One has to limit the number of photos for publication, and with my thousands of photos, I had to short list the whole lot, perhaps picking the best. The photos in this series are only a fraction of the overall amount of field evidence I have come across. My Studies have been mainly concentrated in my home county of Dorset, but overlap Hampshire and Wiltshire, and I have investigated other areas of the UK.
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      Why write a book about out of place big cats? Surely there are much more important things to write about?

      Yes, there certainly are, and I, for one, would rather be writing about topics that concern humans and the world we live in. The big cat phenomenon is an issue that is close to home, and people can relate to it. Much more serious issues need to be addressed to the public with a softer approach. The issue of big cats in Britain is harsh enough for the time being. Humans are of a delicate nature when exposed to revelations or truths, and this subject in itself creates much horror, debate, criticism, disbelief, awe, and wonder.

      This subject is something that I can easily write about as I have first-hand knowledge about it. I believe knowledge should be passed on for all to see, feel, hear or read. Nothing should be swept under the carpet; that just does not work. Too much of human history has been swept under the carpet and important information that has been hidden from mainstream society always has huge backlashes at a later time. If a subject arises that is of a certain amount of controversy, then it should be dealt with there and then, with all honesty, but in a way in which we humans can manage without mass panic.

      Knowledge regarding British wildlife has always been a strange affair, and to be straight, we know much about the species of plants, birds, invertebrates, fish, mammals and reptiles, and we depict them in books, their life cycles, distribution and so on, but are we totally right with the data that has been given out? Well, on the whole, yes, but there are still a few tweaks that could be made.

      A good example of how people think in the wrong ways regarding animals is the common badger (Meles meles). Most people think that badgers are carnivores and eat meat, and they prey on other animals such as sheep and deer. This could not be further from the truth.

      Badgers eat mainly earthworms and other invertebrates, cereal crops, nuts, fruit, bulbs and the odd small mammal or bird. Badgers rarely eat carrion, and most badgers within a colony will turn their noses up at a dead deer or rabbit placed near them. They tend to only eat meat in the harshest of winters when the ground is too hard to dig for worms or in draught periods when the worms go deeper underground.

      I have watched badgers since I was a small boy and observed their behaviours. I have baited game cameras with many dead deer and other animals for many years and failed to see badgers polishing off the remains. In fact, only once have I seen badgers tucking into a deer carcass, and in that instance, it was someone else’s game cameras in a water flooded area and it was freezing cold.

      Most badgers will not hunt animals, but there is often one within a large colony that does actively hunt other small animals, mainly rabbits, mice or voles. Badgers live in large social groups similar to other herbivores. If badgers were carnivores, they would not be able to live in colonies as they would out-compete with each other, there would not be enough animal protein to go around and they would be killing all other wild animals. This just does not happen, and nature would not allow it. But so many British people seem to think that a dead sheep eaten out could be the work of badgers.

      Whenever confronted with dead animals, everyone seems to debate whether or not it was dogs, foxes, badgers or big cats. Why the badger? It hardly comes into the equation. Don’t get me wrong, some badgers are quite capable of killing small animals and eating them, but it usually does not go any further than wasps, bumble bees and earthworms. Maybe it is because the badger is well known to be strong with a fighting spirit! All very well, but so does a buffalo fight to the death and so does an elephant, but they don’t go around eating other animals. In fact, the humble badger is far more of a coward than people give it credit for. It just simply retains some of the typical mustelid traits that other members of the weasel family still have but has lost most of them to become a social omnivore.

      If people believe that badgers bring down sheep to eat them, something is clearly very wrong, and this fuels other wrong beliefs about the species. Many so-called wildlife experts seem to think that badgers are top predators! This is very sad and damming. And to think that the species is responsible for spreading bovine tuberculosis to cattle is equally absurd, which fuels the myths. This is just one example among many, but may be the biggest miscarriage of justice and immorality regarding any British wild animal.

      The Eurasian badger is not the same as the American badger; this animal is mainly solitary and more carnivorous in nature, within a different taxonomic class. Few parallels can be afforded regarding this species.

      Another example is the common rat. Not many people like wild rats, and we have been taught that they are dirty and spread disease and that they are pests to be eradicated in any way whatsoever. Whilst rats are capable of spreading some diseases, most of the diseases they carry have been picked up from man in the first place.

      Most rats are clean and don’t carry any diseases, even the ones they are most renowned for carrying, such as veils disease (leptospirosis). Some city living rats may carry it, but most country living colonies are clear of the disease.

      Humans carry many hundreds of different kinds of diseases and viruses, but rats only carry a few. Rats are also fastidious cleaners and are among the cleanest of all animals. If rats carried many harmful diseases, why haven’t we all succumbed to them? Rats are one of the most common mammals anywhere in the world, yet we don’t hear of any colony of humans dying or getting ill because rats have spread disease? Yet we all know that rats live everywhere! Hasn’t anyone clicked yet? It is all rubbish about them and we would not be alive if it were not for the humble rat as they have been guinea pigs for us in helping us find cures for all kinds of diseases for hundreds of years! We would be knee-deep in our own filth if it were not for rats cleaning up after us, yet as usual, silly humans are not very bright when it comes to changing hundreds of years of old wives' tales and superstition.

      So to really understand wild animals and the big cats, we must have a clear head and think rationally about the subject with an open mind and not be tainted with human misconceptions. It is a hard lesson to learn, but unless one and all appreciate these disciplines, then there is no need to proceed with reading the rest of this book. We are dealing with human problems, not animal problems and unless we can see our own faults, who are we to judge? People become brainwashed in many ways and it is passed on to all.

      There are also many misconceptions regarding other wild animals, grey squirrels, mice, town pigeons, American mink, crows and magpies and so on. I am not stating that these animals are not pests, but they are not the evil we like to see them as. Remember, it is all selfishness and ignorance, as it is only the animals that are an inconvenience to our modern dirty ways of living that we choose to despise.

      When I look at wildlife books and magazines, I am constantly reminded that there is not much in regards to non-native animals except the common types which we all know about. I have looked at several modern field guide books about British wildlife now in the year 2011 and am horrified that in nearly all of them, old data is being used in regards to species and their distribution. For example, the Scottish wildcat only lives in remote Scotland; well, firstly, there is no such thing as a Scottish wildcat! There is a wild cat called the European wildcat (Felis sylvestris), and then there is the Scottish type, F.sylvestris Grampia, otherwise known as the Scottish wildcat.

      But what about the European wildcat, the type that also includes this Scottish version? Well, most people do not know about that. This is because so many writers and naturalists fail to mention it. The species lived all over Europe, including all of England, Wales and Ireland, and maybe it still does live in some places other than Scotland. I believe it does. Although there may not be pure specimens living to have hybrids with domestic cats (which were descended from the African wildcat) still means that there were, or are, wild cats still living today either as escaped captives or as relict populations here and there. I write more about this subject later in the book.

      The pine martin also only seems to live in Scotland according to many books; now proven to live in many English and Welsh areas. It has taken naturalists (scientists, to be more accurate) over forty years to notice this, as their numbers were dwindling. The general public, many of them competent naturalists, have tried to tell authorities for decades that pine martins still live in areas otherwise not known as dwelling places of this shy animal.

      The polecat only lives in Wales, according to some books but has now re-colonised almost all of its former distribution areas across most of England, especially the South West. Again naturalists were not believed by so-called authorities on mammals that they knew existed. I have heard many stories from competent naturalists regarding the same sort of dismissal. Science is often to blame, and armchair academics have no place within this scheme of things.

      Another very common and most damming misconception regarding wildlife in Britain is that deer have no natural predators here in the UK. It is this serious blunder of a myth that helps fuel scepticism.

      There is so much rubbish written about wildlife, it is a great shame, but most of all, it is giving across the wrong message. Our scientists, zoologists, biologists, and ecologists have a moral duty to put out the right messages to people, especially if they are looked upon as being an authority on such subjects. People tend to rely on the academic rather than the person taught by the University of Life. This in itself is tricky. I learn more about human psychology in this field than the topic itself, and that is something to dwell on, as it all has something to do with the way we think and go about life. Much can be learned from all angles about ourselves as humans and why we think in particular ways. It may open up the way for a more open-minded way of thinking and gently guide the reader into realizing that not all is what it seems to be, or what it is made out to be, and to search, means to find, and in doing so maybe we can better our knowledge of not just the natural world, but of ourselves as human beings and the relationship between us, our planet, and our spiritual growth.

      I have, over the last thirty years or so, gathered much knowledge and information about the big cat phenomenon that I feel that it must be shared, and not just for people's sake but for the animals' sake too.  I feel that I would be doing a great disservice not to write a book on this subject and pass on that information, but more so, to put matters straight. People need to know, what was that huge, sleek, shining black beauty that leapt across their garden? Or, what animal killed their sheep? What animal was seen by a coach load of holidaymakers? What animal made that horrid noise during the night? And so on. Questions need answers and this book sets out to answer most of those, but as we now stand, many questions cannot be answered so easily. The topic of big cats in Britain is a phenomenon and has many facets to it, many hidden aspects and strange twists in the tail.

      Of course, the phenomenon is not just a silly fable made up by bored country folk in Britain! It is a truly global phenomenon, or to put it bluntly, wherever humans have gone, they have taken their animals along with them and, in particular, Western cultured people. The situation is apparent in Australia, New Zealand, North America, and Europe. Basically, everywhere Westerners have lived and taken their exotic wild animals along with them.

      This book has been written in more than one style, the first few chapters being like a novel, and secondly, the more important field signs and my work and the conclusions that I make.

      This work is solely my doing and is based on my current knowledge of the subject. I rarely quote other people or use other people’s data, as that is not the thing that I do. My work is my work only and it is true experience that leads a person to write a valid account of knowledge regarding any subject. There are a few photos passed on to me by my fellow researchers and some reports from the public. One can compare, but in this situation, there is little comparison. There may be comparisons between certain large cat species within their usual countries of origin and that can be taken into account but I have not based any of my findings on those subjects. There may be comparisons between people’s experiences regarding sightings or their investigations or studies, and investigators may find parallels.

      Every time I decided that I had finished this series, there would be more data that I felt had to be included, thus prolonging its publication. I had to stop sometime, but it's good that a subject like this evolves and that the people do not give up hope. I also have medical problems to contend with and they have hindered me for twenty years putting great strain on my fieldwork as well as writing. Had I not suffered fibromyalgia syndrome combined with nerve and back problems and possible Lyme disease, then I may not just have had this book completed years ago but also may have had the smoking gun evidence in the form of photographs, video or biological evidence.

      All across Britain, from the far North of Scotland to the south coast of England, to the hills of Wales, to the flats of eastern England; From the mountains to the sea, and from the plains to the cities. In fact, all across the isles have been reports of large cats mainly since the nineteen sixties.

      Britain is not alone, no! Australia, New Zealand, North America and mainland Europe all seem to have many reports of out of place large cats. The reports from Europe are more recent within the last twenty years but mainly in the last ten years. Evidence from Australia and New Zealand goes back possibly hundreds of years, but more so in Australia, where reports surface from the Victorian times, very similar to Britain. In North America, pumas exist naturally and the jaguar lives in the most southwestern states. At one time, their distribution went further north. Many jaguars are black naturally, so many people in the USA think that big black cats are melanistic jaguars, but in reality, they are more likely to be black leopards, and some of them could be a black puma, especially if they have been reported from the East. (I will explain later).

      This book is basically an educational tool for all people interested in truths and the nature of our earth and of humanity, and for those people wishing to know the truths about alleged large cats living wild in the UK. This book is for the converted and the sceptic. This book is for the ecologist and the biologist. This book is for the conspiracy theorists, the realist and just about anyone, as there are many messages hidden within, messages that subconsciously train one's thought. It is also in everybody's interests to know what wild animals we have and to take a responsible approach to the phenomena; even with its small health and safety queries, we all should be told the truth in a way that does the least damage to the sensitive fabric of human mindset.

      I may repeat myself or go over the same ground twice or thrice within this book, but that is needed as it takes several attempts to get the knowledge out into the most receptive of human minds. You can tell a person a dozen times and still, they will ask the same questions.
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      Assessing Territories

      Assessing the size and dimensions of large cat territories is such a difficult thing to do, and unless one has several radio-collared individuals, then there is not much hope of anybody doing that! One can guess and judge but unless one is out on the terrain searching for any boundary marks, there is not a chance in hell.

      If the cat is the only animal living in a large area without competition from others of the same species, then the individual may not feel the need to be territorially marked. Just because a cat is in an area doesn’t mean that it is a territory. Indeed it may be the territory of another cat and maybe there is an interloper, or maybe it is the territory of an overlapping female or males on a female territory. Any individual cat was seen in any given area, maybe a dispersing cub or two. Usually, if there are many typical territorial persisting markings, then I think it is safe to assume it is a taken territory rather than just a place of temporary safety or convenience.

      There has been much written about the size of areas where the cats roam, and to be honest, it is very contradictory. In old times biologists would say that a puma, for example, needed to roam over one hundred and twenty square kilometres for example. Well, these days, the guys in the same game may suggest something much, much smaller, perhaps something in the way of twenty square kilometres.

      Whilst this may be more realistic for an average puma female, the male will still be much bigger. Biologists have been surprised a lot by new research into many species of cats but especially the large cats, including the leopards, lion, tiger, jaguars and puma; the conclusion of decades of hard work is that there can be many more individual cats living in much smaller areas at much higher densities than imagined. Many people still tend to think that one leopard would need several English counties to roam in. This is utter rubbish; in my studies, I am convinced that one or two female leopards only ever live in a small area of about six miles long along one end and three miles by another. This is based on the territorial marks that not one but two animals left behind them. The area in which they lived was one of the richest habitats within the county and an obvious place for people to watch wildlife. It so happens that all of the best sites for large cats coincide with areas of outstanding biodiversity.

      Heathlands are great places; they are natural and have many good indicator species. The heathland sites of south Dorset all have large amounts of deer as well as birds and reptile life, not to mention the abundant invertebrate life. If large cats are marking the areas in which they live, they are doing it for a purpose. More often than not, it is because they are aware of other cats within the area and they feel the need to communicate with them. The reason is that they feel that they need a certain amount of land or area to have for themselves due to the amount or lack of food, water and cover within. The cats know how much food can sustain them for any given amount of time and they work around it. A female cat has her cubs to think about and whether or not an area will produce enough for her and them. She will do all she can to keep her designated area and will be extremely territorial towards other unrelated females who may roam within her area. There will not be enough food for another adult, so she will communicate that desperation with visual and olfactory signs.

      Scats range from a few places here and there is none threatening areas to many scats places near each other along hotly disputed boundaries. There will be ground scrapes with scent from glands in the feet and urine with scent from glands under the tail. These markings serve to warn other members of the same species that the land is claimed and that they should feel obliged to keep out.

      For males of the same species, things will be different. The male is grateful for the females marking because it means that if he sires her young, then they will have a better chance of survival if the female can keep trespassers away from her patch. But he does not really mind as he will be in touch with up to four or five females, as his territory encompass all of the females' territories. They know this and except it usually.

      Females have a love-hate relationship with the males as they are really the boss. They need them to mate with but choose to keep them at arm’s length until they are needed. If the female has cubs, then she will not want anything to do with males. A male, though will mark his territory bearing in mind the females. They distinguish between his and other females, so they may heavily mark in the presence of other female marks but not within the area of the local male. The male prefers the higher ground and will mark above the females as that is where another male will search for other male signs.

      Any raised ground such as hills is ideal for finding male territorial marks. The male has a much larger area, so he will encompass two, three, or four females within his territory so that he has as much chance to mate with as many females as possible. I refer to leopards here, as I know that these individuals are of this species within my study areas. Leopard spray trees, bushes and posts, etc., whilst the puma may not do it as often, or at all, although I do not know as to why it should not, just because in my study areas, I find more leopard markings or what I believe to be leopard markings. There may be more overlap than I am aware of.

      I have never come across a puma spray near a puma pug, scrapes or scats. One thing that I have noticed is that the suspected puma scrapes are much smaller than the suspected leopard scrapes and, more often than not, contain scat. Large cats may not mark all around the perimeter of their chosen territories but only areas in which other trespassers will approach. In certain areas where there are typical linear routes, such as railway lines, rivers, the edge of forests, roads etc., are places where other cats will travel along. It, therefore, is very difficult to access the true shape and area of territory because only parts are marked. One can only get a fuzzy picture at best. If one could radio collar individuals, then things would be so much easier. I am on foot; I drive around the areas where the cats are known to live and walk short distances through the forest trails, searching for the goods. It has taken me many years just to know a few single territories of a few cats. It is very helpful to find that some cats have lived over eleven years and mark the same areas constantly.

      Cats will also mark within the areas, not necessarily on the borders, which really confuses things. A female with young cubs may not mark at all for over a year and one can think that she has disappeared, but she has not, she is just keeping a low profile as she does not want to bring attention to her young cubs from a rogue male who may wish to kill them and bring her back into oestrous to mate and sire his own cubs with her. The female then does not want to draw a male’s attention, and her territory may be small but well-chosen at this given time.

      Many footprints look the same. They can be exactly the same measurements and look exactly the same as another. One cannot know for sure if a footprint in one place is the same as another twenty miles away. There are small differences within the footprints, but many seem to be exactly the same, even in different substrates.

      These are usually males and one can tell simply by the shape. I have managed to work more on suspected leopards than pumas within this field, as they are the more common animal in my study areas. Although pumas overlap in some areas and in two areas, both species seem to live alongside each other and then it is often impossible to differentiate between the two species' footprints, let alone individuals. It is simply something that one man on his own with medical problems just cannot do.

      In one area around Poole harbour, scats were deposited at certain sites for six years running, but with two gaps of about a year and a half where I would find no similar scats in the usual places or, in fact, anywhere in the whole area. I later realized that a female had had cubs and I found a cub leopard with a mother alongside and small scats. It would seem that the female leopard would not mark her territory when she had cubs, or she actually moved out of the area whilst they were young. The scats were always the same in size and shape and would be put exactly on the same grass tussock or edge of path place as before. Sometimes the scats would pile up and one could see the age difference between them.

      In summer, if it is dry, they remain without beetles burying them as much as the wintertime. Burying Minotaur and Dor beetles home in on scats and they can bury one within a day, so many are not found. Approximately one-third of all the scats found in the winter were being exploited by Minotaur beetles. The female that would deposit scats here would have the opposite side of the area bordering the sea and so she did not need to mark on that long border, but she did on the Northern border, which encompasses the sea and another leopard territory.

      On the southern border, there was a large chalk down, but I never found scats there except rarely, but there may have been a perfect denning site for cubs. I basically calculated that the area which she used was about nine miles in overall circumference, except the area was not circular except on one half, which was near semi-circular, the other points were between two miles and one and a half across. This is a small area.

      The female also had a cub during one year or at least one cub as when it got older it could mark the same areas as her mother sometimes at the same spots. In this case, philanthropy was working. This is when a young female shares the same maternal area.

      Males do not mark female territory spots but will mark further away on an advantage point such as a higher area such as the hill overlooking her marking areas, often about five hundred yards away. The smaller female got better at her markings until, at one point in the winter, she stopped marking and I assumed that she went in search of her own territory. She would sometimes mark every hundred yards with a scrape. The male would mark only every other week at the most and often every three weeks. I assume that his area was much larger and encompassed the other female that lived on the other side of the harbour and her territory stretched out over heathland and moorland also. Even though that female did not mark as often as the Eastern female and for not a long time scale. The town living leopard seems to be less territorial than the country living ones, or maybe scats and scrapes are hard to find in some areas.

      Some of The leopards that live in Poole seem not to leave scats, or I don't find them? In some cases, the scats from city living leopards are not as clean, meaning they are often runny with diarrhoea or contain mushy brown mess from the bad rubbish they have been eating and so do not look much like scats. I have three times found such scats and only gave them a second glance after the scent had hit me a few feet away, causing me to backtrack a few steps and look closer!

      In one area of Bournemouth near the coast, I found two sites that were in dog walking areas that had many, many scrapes about them. It took me a few years to be suspicious! As I first thought that it must be some sort of doggy calling card station, but when I looked closely at the scrapes, it suddenly dawned on me that they were all rather neat, just like those of a cat. I didn't suspect it because it was out of the norm and out of place and right near my townhome. I found no obvious cat scats, only scrapes. I kept wondering what breed of dog was making such neat scrapes similar to a leopard and the same size.

      One summer morning, just before the annual air festival, I checked an area of cliff top for reptiles, as the hoards of people coming to watch the aircraft do damage to sensitive habitats and I was moving areas of sticks and grass around areas where people make fires and barbeques to prevent fire. I was amazed to see the obvious footprints of a small leopard on the sandy path at the top of the cliff near the long stretch of woodland that housed the scraping area. I then realised my mistake. The scrapes were indeed those of a female leopard, who possibly did not like all the dog activity and decided to stamp down her authority (not that it would have done any good) as the dogs had no wild choice! I then found another similar scraping area on another road parallel to the woodland avenue and again eventually decided that these were hers too and, in fact, only a few scrapes had been made by dogs.

      Just how does one define the territory of a leopard that lives in parks, golf courses, tennis courts and large housing estates? With great difficulty! One can judge to a small extent regarding sightings of what area it may reside in, but as for territorial borders, it is near on impossible without a radio collar.

      I have sussed out some territorial borders of the town living cats, the ones that mark in parks, for example. They still seem to place scats in typical areas one would find within the forests, i.e., among pine trees on a mound, a mossy bank, or long tracks used for cycleways etc. By looking at the sightings and the places where the town cats have been seen (which is far less often than country living cats as they are strictly nocturnal unless disturbed) and then correlating those sightings along with corridors such as green belts, rivers or road borders, one can then assume and then search, and then a few field signs may appear.

      Overall the few territories that I have managed to suss out, and mainly for leopards, are much smaller than one would expect or have been led to believe! Not only that, but the country leopards also seemed to have smaller areas than one would expect. One town female leopard covers an area greater than two country female territories, but this is mainly because it was linear rather than a circular or star-shaped area. She only had three long green corridors' to operate without encroaching housing estates. This made her territory long, stretching eleven miles with two forking branches of about four miles each and then a long railway line of which she could have used any amount of miles, but as two other leopards also used the railway line, her attendant male and another town female, I don't think she used much of the line only the immediate areas within that section. The male also had a linear area to encompass the female and he used a bit of the surrounding countryside as well as the town of Poole and Bournemouth. Whilst the female was often
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