
[image: Cover: Cringe Club: S.O.S!, by Emily-Jane Clark. Illustrated by Wotto. Devon & LIV Wish you were here!. Kennedy aka Summer of Suffering!. Gallery Kids.]



[image: S.O.S!: Cringe Club, by Emily-Jane Clark. UK Children’s. Illustrated by Wotto. Kennedy aka Summer of Suffering!. Gallery Kids. Simon & Schuster. London | New York | Amsterdam/Antwerp | Sydney/Melbourne | Toronto | New Delhi.]





[image: ]

< Dedication
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EMILY-JANE CLARK

To my mum and dad. Thanks for all the camper-van holidays that inspired this story.
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[image: A group chat icon titled Cringe Club showing illustrated portraits of Kennedy, Devon and Liv.]

< Cringe Club Kennedy, Devon, Liv
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Fri, 19th July 17:01







KENNEDY

The Mother says we are going on a ‘fun adventure’ this summer, but she won’t say what it is! It’s so annoying!







DEVON

When my dad says we are ‘going on an adventure’, it usually turns out to be A WALK [image: Emoji: Yawning face.]







KENNEDY

A walk to somewhere adventurous??







DEVON

No, literally just a walk. A pointless walk to nowhere [image: Emoji: Yawning face.]







LIV

The last time my parents said we were going to do something ‘fun’, it was a trip to the big garden centre [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







Don’t get your hopes up, Kennedy!







KENNEDY

I won’t! [image: Emoji: Unamused face.] I do NOT trust her one bit. Especially as she said to pack sun cream AND wellies.







I also noticed she has bought a packet of earplugs, travel Monopoly and a big torch [image: Emoji: Ghost.]







DEVON

It could be a trip to a noisy, dark rainforest where the wild animals like to play board games?







KENNEDY

That would be so cool. I would totally beat a monkey at Monopoly.







LIV

Or maybe it’s a trip to France! We went last year, and it was rainy and sunny! AND it is a long way, so that would explain the travel Monopoly.







KENNEDY

But why would we need earplugs? [image: Emoji: Thinking face.]







DEVON

French people do talk very loudly.







KENNEDY

True! Oh, I hope it is! I’ve always wanted to go to le France. Especially now I can speak the language!







DEVON

One year of secondary school French doesn’t exactly make you fluent, Kennedy.







KENNEDY

Bonjour, baguette [image: Emoji: Baguette bread.]







DEVON

Oh I take it all back – I didn’t realize you could say hello to bread [image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]







KENNEDY

Au revoir, le croissant [image: Emoji: Croissant.]







Je m’appelle la piscine.







Petit Filous!







DEVON

Wow, it’s like an actual French person has joined the group chat [image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]







KENNEDY

I bet it IS France because my mum loves that smelly French cheese. Maybe it is one of those nice beach resorts with a pool… [image: Emoji: Beach with umbrella.]







DEVON

Wherever it is, I bet it’s more fun than going to Bournemouth with your NAN!







LIV

Or sharing a hotel room with the terrible toddler twins from hell [image: Emoji: Smiling face with horns.][image: Emoji: Smiling face with horns.]







KENNEDY

I suppose anywhere has to be better than boring old school.







LIV

YES! OMG, we completed Year 7, guys!!!! [image: Emoji: Check mark button.]







DEVON

We survived EPIC cringes [image: Emoji: Check mark button.]







KENNEDY

Shameful situations [image: Emoji: Check mark button.]







LIV

And CATASTROPHIC crushes [image: Emoji: Check mark button.]







DEVON

So we can handle holidays with our parents and nan, right?







KENNEDY





[image: A humorous meme showing a cat peeking out of a packed suitcase with the text “PURR-ENTAL SUPERVISION: 24/7 SEND HELP!”]






[image: ]

< Notes
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Fri, 19th July 17:55

Dear Notesy,

YEAR 7 AT HELLINGTON HIGH IS OFFICIALLY OVER [image: Emoji: Check mark.]

I can’t believe I’ve been in London for a whole year! AND I didn’t run away (apart from to the airing cupboard for three hours) OR get recruited by a London crime gang. In fact, London has way less crime gangs than I expected. Unless you count the pigeons – one swooped down and stole a Malteser right out of my hand the other day. If that’s not a crime, I don’t know what is.

Feeling quite proud of myself, to be honest. I came to this city like Dick Whittington, with nothing but a knapsack on my back (well… a Zara tote bag on my shoulder) and now I have friends (the Odd Shoe Crew), I’m a member of a TOP-SECRET MAGIC CLUB – Junior Magic Circle with YouTube magician Liberty Twist (aka Gas-Taps Laura, but do NOT tell anyone) – AND, thanks to my dad feeling bad for cancelling a visit because his girlfriend choked on an award-winning chorizo, I am the owner of a pair of new Nike trainers.

I also BEAT Graham Kottle at high jump, ONLY got twenty-nine detentions (The Mother doesn’t seem to think this is good, but it could have been thirty!) and no one has called me Butt Girl or Flannel Sausage since May half term.

But it’s not all good. The cringiest thing EVER happened. The Mother started dating my form tutor, O’Beef (aka O’Keefe!). Gross, right? [image: Emoji: See-no-evil monkey.] I was upset at first because I LIKE it being just We Three Kings, but she promised things would not change one little bit.

Anyway, got to go because we are having Phish Dough Makers to celebrate the end of term. In case you were wondering, Phish Dough Makers is Ben & Jerry’s Cookie Dough (my favourite) mixed with Ben & Jerry’s Phish Food (Taylor’s favourite) topped with mint Matchmakers (The Mother’s favourite).

Also, I’m going to try and find out where The Mother is taking us on this ‘fun adventure’. Wish me luck!

[image: Four minimalistic icons including a settings slider, a camera, a circular lock, and a plus sign.]
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[image: A family group chat icon titled We Three Kings!!! showing The Mother, Taylor (The Favourite) and Kennedy.]

< We Three Kings!!! Kennedy, The Favourite, The Mother
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Sat, 20th July 12:09







THE MOTHER

Only two days until our FUN ADVENTURE! I’m so excited for our first girls holiday. We Three Kings on tour!







It will be the KING Of holidays [image: Emoji: Smiling face with sunglasses.] [image: Emoji: Crown.]







KENNEDY

Not if you tell lame jokes all week…







THE MOTHER

Pun times ahead!







KENNEDY





[image: An illustrated portrait of Kennedy covering her face with one hand in a facepalm gesture, wearing a dark beanie.]


THE FAVOURITE

I can’t wait, Mum!







KENNEDY

I don’t know why you can’t just tell us where we are going [image: Emoji: Face with rolling eyes.]







THE MOTHER

Because this is much more exciting! But I promise you are both going to love it [image: Emoji: Smiling face with heart-eyes.]







KENNEDY

Okay, what exactly will we love about it? [image: Emoji: Thinking face.]







THE MOTHER

Nice try, but you will just have to wait and see.







Can you both pack this weekend as we will be leaving VERY early on Monday morning!







THE FAVOURITE

Already done!







KENNEDY

Ugh, of course you have, Miss Perfect [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







THE FAVOURITE

Have you even started packing yet?







KENNEDY

No! It doesn’t take two days to put some stuff in a suitcase!







THE FAVOURITE

It will take you two years just to find something clean to wear in the massive pile of clothes on your floor.







KENNEDY

Ugh, my floordrobe is perfectly organized, thank you very much.







THE FAVOURITE

It’s not! It’s just a mess.







KENNEDY

You’re just a mess [image: Emoji: Zany face.]







THE FAVOURITE

Whatever, it’s disgusting in there [image: Emoji: Nauseated face.]







KENNEDY

You’re disgusting in there.







THE FAVOURITE

That doesn’t even make sense.







KENNEDY

You don’t even make sense.







THE FAVOURITE

Mum, tell Kennedy to stop being annoying!







THE MOTHER

Stop arguing, girls. We have a holiday to look forward to!







THE FAVOURITE

Exactly, so you better go and pack your stuff, Kennedy!







KENNEDY

You pack my stuff if you’re so obsessed with it.







Why don’t you marry it?







Have lots of stuff babies.







Live happily ever after in my suitcase?







THE FAVOURITE

Shut up, Kennedy.







KENNEDY

RUDE [image: Emoji: Frowning face with open mouth.]







THE MOTHER

Stop it, girls!







KENNEDY

Did you hear that, Mum? Taylor is trying to silence me [image: Emoji: Zipper-mouth face.]







THE FAVOURITE

I WISH YOU WOULD BE SILENT!







KENNEDY

And you call yourself a feminist. Tut tut tut…







THE FAVOURITE

What’s that got to do with feminism?







THE MOTHER

I hope you two aren’t going to spend our whole holiday arguing!







THE FAVOURITE

Yes, stop arguing, Kennedy.







KENNEDY

Stop trying to silence me, Taylor!







THE FAVOURITE

Stop talking rubbish then.







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Zany face.]







THE MOTHER

GIRLS!
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[image: A group chat icon titled Odd Shoe Crew featuring four illustrated shoes arranged in a circle.]

< Odd Shoe Crew Kennedy, Nell, Rose, Eva

[image: ]



Sun, 21st July 10:23







NELL

Are we still meeting at Boba Bar next week, everyone?







EVA

Defo! Can’t wait [image: Emoji: Bubble tea.]







ROSE

Boba tea for me too!







NELL

We will miss you, Kennedy [image: Emoji: Face blowing a kiss.]







KENNEDY

I will miss you all too!







What kind of mother books a holiday without checking whether or not their children have Boba tea plans?







So selfish.







Then you lot will all be away just after I get back! [image: Emoji: Smiling face with tear.]







EVA

What bad timing!







NELL

Our parents really should have consulted each other!







KENNEDY

I know!







Don’t forget all about me [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







EVA

As if!







ODD SHOE CREW 4EVA [image: Emoji: Smiling face with heart-eyes.]







ROSE

Don’t worry – when we all get back we will have 10,080 minutes together before we return to Hell!







KENNEDY

How long???







ROSE

It’s a week, but it sounds longer in minutes!







EVA

Maybe we can use some of those minutes for a sleepover? [image: Emoji: Smiling face with hearts.]







NELL

YES!! That would be awesome!







ROSE

Oh, we could camp out in my garden!







We have a huge tent, so there will be loads of room.







EVA

That would be so much fun!







ROSE

I’ll ask my dads and let you know!







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Partying face.]
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[image: A contact icon titled Bumface featuring a humorous illustration of a large sandwich stuffed with meat, salad and sauce.]

< Bumface

[image: ]



Sun, 21st July 13:17







BUMFACE

Hey, butthead!!!!







Do you want to come to Pret in the summer holidays?







KENNEDY

Hi, Bumface! Not really [image: Emoji: Winking face with tongue.]







BUMFACE

You’re not a proper Londoner until you have had a Pret a Manger panini!







KENNEDY

I don’t want to be a propa Landana.







That was a London accent btw.







BUMFACE

Lol [image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]





[image: An illustrated sandwich filled with sliced vegetables and leafy greens on a wooden surface.]


KENNEDY

That does look good actually.







BUMFACE

You know you want one [image: Emoji: Face savoring food.]







KENNEDY

Can’t anyway. I’m going on holiday tomorrow.







Probably to France!!







BUMFACE

Okay, maybe when you get back? Remember you said you would show me that card trick [image: Emoji: Joker.]







KENNEDY

Oh yes, the Sloppy Spade.







I will if I’m not too full up from all the baguettes and snails [image: Emoji: Snail.] [image: Emoji: Baguette bread.]







BUMFACE

Lol. Okay, Flannel Girl.







KENNEDY

It’s better to wash with a flannel than with dirty underpants like you probably do!







BUMFACE

Er, actually my underpants are SO clean we eat our dinner off them [image: Emoji: Fork and knife with plate.]







KENNEDY

I would not eat off your turd hammocks if you paid me.







BUMFACE

Turd hammocks! You make me lol [image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Pile of poo.] [image: Emoji: Briefs.]







BUMFACE

[image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]
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[image: A family group chat icon titled We Three Kings!!! showing The Mother, Taylor (The Favourite) and Kennedy.]

< We Three Kings!!! Kennedy, The Favourite, The Mother

[image: ]



Mon, 22nd July 07:23







THE MOTHER

HURRY UP, GIRLS!







We were supposed to leave at 6 a.m. It’s almost eight and you’re both STILL upstairs.







KENNEDY

You didn’t even get up until seven [image: Emoji: Sleeping face.]







THE MOTHER

Only because I knew if I said seven, you wouldn’t be up until eight! So I said six, hoping you would be up by seven.







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Face with diagonal mouth.]







THE FAVOURITE

I’m ready now, Mum! Just coming!







KENNEDY

I have been ready for ages actually.







THE FAVOURITE





[image: Kennedy packing an open suitcase in a messy bedroom with clothes scattered across the floor.]


KENNEDY IS NOT READY! SHE HASN’T EVEN PACKED YET!







THE MOTHER

Kennedy! You had all weekend to pack!







KENNEDY

Well, I would be quicker if I wasn’t being papped by Taylor. Pretty sure it’s illegal to take photos of someone packing without their consent.







THE MOTHER

Just hurry up. The sooner you get down here, the sooner I can reveal where we are going… and how…







THE FAVOURITE

[image: Emoji: Thinking face.]







KENNEDY

Ah, oui oui, Maman!







Can’t wait to tuck into some frogs’ legs…







THE MOTHER

??









[image: A social media post showing Kennedy and Taylor standing in heavy rain beside a camper van, looking unhappy on holiday.]
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[image: A group chat icon titled Cringe Club showing illustrated portraits of Kennedy, Devon and Liv.]

< Cringe Club Kennedy, Devon, Liv
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Mon, 22nd July 17:54







KENNEDY

SOS! [image: Emoji: SOS button.]







We are on our ‘holiday’ [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







The Mother hired a CAMPER VAN (aka TIN CAN ON WHEELS) and drove us to Cornwall!







It hasn’t stopped raining since we got here.

AND there is no Wi-Fi.







I repeat: THERE IS NO WI-FI [image: Emoji: Wireless.]







The 5G is so slooooooooooooooow. In fact, I probably sent this three years ago.







This is NOT a summer holiday. This is a SUMMER OF SUFFERING!







LIV

Oh no! What happened to France?







KENNEDY

There WAS no France. Which means no sitting by the pool, no baguettes and no frogs’ legs. Just wind, rain, a camper van and a really irritating dinosaur.







DEVON

A what?







KENNEDY

The holiday park mascot is a green dancing dinosaur called Dickie, who walks around waving at people. The Mother made me have a photo with him like I am a CHILD! I will never forgive her for this.





[image: Kennedy standing with folded arms in front of a dinosaur statue beneath the Windy Bay Holiday Park entrance sign.]


DEVON

At least you are not in Bournemouth aka BOREMOUTH at a hotel full of VERY OLD PEOPLE.





[image: A care home lounge with elderly residents seated in armchairs while part of a child’s face peeks into the foreground.]


LIV

I would rather be with old people and dinosaurs than with two annoying toddlers. In a hotel FULL of other annoying toddlers. This place is literally just parents and pre-schoolers [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







18:13







KENNEDY

At least you’re in SUNNY HOT Tenerife [image: Emoji: Sun.]







DEVON

Yes, probably relaxing by a pool sipping on a mocktail [image: Emoji: Tropical drink.]







LIV

I wish. Kit just whacked me with an inflatable crocodile and Kai keeps putting chips in my Pina NOlada [image: Emoji: Weary face.]





[image: Taylor recoiling nervously as a crocodile opens its jaws beside her near a bucket of fries.]


KENNEDY

Looks like we are all having a Summer of Suffering!







DEVON

I can’t believe my parents thought it would be ‘fun’ to send me on holiday with my nan!







KENNEDY

I can’t believe my mum thought it would be fun to go on a road trip in a camper van to somewhere called ‘Windy Bay’. And now she is moaning about the windy weather.







The clue is in the name, Mother!!







Apparently, she used to come camping here with Grandalf and my nana when she was my age and loved it. Life must have been hard in the olden days if they called this a ‘holiday’!







LIV

And I can’t believe my parents thought it would be possible to have an actual holiday with my brothers. At least at home we have Bluey to babysit.







18:54







KENNEDY

If you’re wondering why I am taking so long to reply, it is because the network keeps cutting out.







Apparently, this is a good thing because it will mean ‘we spend less time on our screens’ [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







KENNEDY

But there is literally nothing else to do when you are stuck IN A METAL BOX IN THE RAIN.







19:30







DEVON

Sending thoughts, prayers and 5G, Ken [image: Emoji: Folded hands.]







KENNEDY

Back at ya. Hope you both survive the toddlers and pensioners.







DEVON

At least there is less chance of cringecidents on holiday, away from school or anyone remotely cool!







LIV

YES! Even I can’t embarrass myself in a hotel full of pre-schoolers!







KENNEDY

Good point! And we definitely need a cringe break after all the disasters we had in Year 7!











[image: ]

< Notes

[image: ]

Tues, 23rd July 09:12

REASONS THIS IS NOT A ‘HOLIDAY’ (OR A FUN ADVENTURE)


	Campsite toilets smell like death on toast.

	The showers are ICE COLD

	The fridge doesn’t work, so the milk went off and we had to have dry cereal for breakfast.

	Camper-van beds are the WORST.

	Taylor snores (probably on purpose to annoy me).

	The only decent Wi-Fi is in the entertainments venue, but if you go in there, a dinosaur tries to recruit you to his CULT (kids club).

	There is NO TV!

	It will not stop raining.

	I didn’t pack my wellies or a raincoat, and I only brought ONE beanie hat because I looked up the weather in FRANCE and it said it would be really hot [image: Emoji: Cold face.]



[image: Four minimalistic icons including a settings slider, a camera, a circular lock, and a plus sign.]




[image: A social media post showing Kennedy wearing a novelty dinosaur hat and patterned jacket with the caption “Happy HELLidays Day Two.”]
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[image: A group chat icon titled Cringe Club showing illustrated portraits of Kennedy, Devon and Liv.]

< Cringe Club Kennedy, Devon, Liv
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Tues, 23rd July 14:34







KENNEDY

This is officially the worst holiday ever!







LIV

Oh no, what’s wrong?







Kennedy is recording…







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Microphone.] I didn’t pack any warm clothes because I thought we were going to FRANCE! And even though it is The Mother’s fault for taking us to the windiest place in the world, she had the CHEEK to tell me off because it meant we had to spend the first day of our holiday shopping.

So we walked to the little shop in town, but all we could find was some men’s welly boots, an anorak with unicorns on it, and a pasty hat that the shopkeeper made me buy. I look like a total cringe bag.







LIV

OMG!







DEVON

Wait, how did a shopkeeper MAKE you buy a pasty hat?







KENNEDY

I put it on FOR A JOKE to make Taylor laugh.







But when I took it off, the shopkeeper shouted, ‘That’ll be five pound!’







Apparently, they have a strict No Try Before You Buy policy [image: Emoji: Ghost.]







The Mother was NOT impressed with me until the same thing happened to her with an even worse hat!







LIV

What do you mean?







KENNEDY

This happened [image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]







SHOPKEEPER: Do you like hats?







THE MOTHER: Yes.







SHOPKEEPER: Do you like drinks?







THE MOTHER: Well, yes…







SHOPKEEPER: Do you like drinking while wearing a hat?







THE MOTHER: I suppose so.







KENNEDY

SHOPKEEPER: Then this is your lucky day, because I have here an exclusive Windy Bay sun hat-slash-drink dispenser-slash-stylish fashion accessory.







Then he actually put it on The Mother’s head and when she handed it back to him, he charged her twelve pounds because of their No Try Before You Buy policy [image: Emoji: Rolling on the floor laughing.]







LIV

OMG, but he put it on her head!







KENNEDY

That’s what she said, but he threatened to call the police if she didn’t pay.







Me and Taylor could not stop laughing.







This place is so freaky, and the only way I can get Wi-Fi is by sitting outside the entertainments venue in the rain.







DEVON

Why don’t you just sit INSIDE?







KENNEDY

I tried that, but Dickie the Dinosaur clocked me!







So cringe.







KENNEDY

He came dancing over with some guy from the entertainments team who tried to persuade me to join the Dinosaur Club while Dickie waved in my face [image: Emoji: Frowning face with open mouth.]







I told him I am almost twelve and much too old for that sort of thing, but he said that actually it was for under-twelves, so I would be fine.







There is also a Windy Activity Crew for 12 to 15-year-olds, but that sounds just as lame.







Anyway, then he started to sing the Windy Bay anthem at me, so I got out of there.







LIV

If it makes you feel any better, I also had a total holiday cringe today!







DEVON

I thought you were immune to cringe at toddler hotel!







LIV

I thought so too, which is why I decided to go to the kids disco with my brothers. It was either












































































































































































































































































[image: Taylor holding a first-place trophy while standing beside two children wrapped in toilet paper like mummies.]










































































































































[image: A sad illustrated portrait of Taylor with closed eyes and a worried expression.]




























































































































































































































































































































[image: An illustrated elderly woman with curly hair and glasses blowing a kiss while making a phone gesture with her hand.]
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