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Introduction: God’s Design for the Church

God established the church as His chosen instrument to carry out His work in the world, shaping its mission from the very beginning. The church is not a human invention but a divine creation, designed to display God’s glory and advance His purposes. Through its ministries of missions, evangelism, and discipleship, the church functions as the primary means by which the gospel reaches the lost and believers grow in faith. This calling gives the church a sacred identity and an irreplaceable role in God’s redemptive plan. Understanding this design helps believers appreciate the weight and beauty of what God has entrusted to His people.

Jesus affirmed the certainty and strength of the church when He proclaimed, “I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” His words reveal both His authority and His commitment to the church’s success. The church stands not in its own power but in the power of Christ, who governs and sustains it. This divine guarantee provides believers with confidence, knowing that the mission of the church cannot ultimately be thwarted. With Christ as its cornerstone, the church stands firm through every generation.

Because the church is central to God’s eternal plan, Christians are called to understand its nature and purpose. Many misunderstand the church as merely a building, a social gathering, or a religious tradition, yet Scripture presents it as a living body unified under Christ. This identity shapes the way believers relate to one another and the world around them. Recognizing the church’s true nature transforms our expectations and deepens our commitment. Such understanding grounds the believer’s life in God’s larger story.

It is also essential to grasp when and how the church began, for its origins reveal God’s intentional design. The church did not emerge accidentally or evolve slowly from human efforts, but was birthed through the work of Christ and empowered by the Spirit. Knowing its beginning helps believers see the continuity of God’s work from the Old Testament to the New. This historical awareness provides clarity for interpreting Scripture and understanding our place within God’s unfolding plan. It also reminds us that God has always been building a people for Himself.

Understanding how believers are to function within the church is equally vital, for God designed every member with purpose and calling. The church thrives when believers embrace their roles, exercise their gifts, and labor together for the gospel. When the people of God live in unity and obedience, the church becomes a powerful testimony to God’s grace. Each Christian contributes to the health and mission of the body, making participation in the church both a privilege and a responsibility. As the church lives out God’s design, it becomes a beacon of hope in a world desperately in need of Christ.
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​Understanding the Importance of the Church’s Beginning

The question of when the church began is vital for understanding God’s plan throughout Scripture. The church is not an afterthought nor a human institution but a divinely designed body with a specific origin. Christians throughout history have held different views on when the church truly started. Exploring these views helps believers appreciate the unity of God’s redemptive work while also recognizing the unique role of the church. Scripture provides clues that allow us to evaluate each view carefully and biblically. By doing so, we can better grasp the identity and purpose of the New Testament church.

The church’s beginning is closely tied to God’s unfolding covenant promises. Throughout Scripture, God has always been gathering a people for His name. Yet the formation of the church marks a distinct phase in His redemptive plan. The church is described as the Body of Christ, a spiritual organism made up of all believers indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Because this reality did not fully exist before the New Testament era, pinpointing its origin becomes an important theological task. Understanding the church’s beginning strengthens our confidence in God’s design and deepens our appreciation for His work through history.

​View 1: The Church Exists Throughout the Whole Bible

Some Christians believe that the church spans both the Old and New Testaments without distinction. According to this view, God’s people in every era—whether Israel or the New Testament assembly—constitute the same unified church. Those who hold this position often point to terminology such as the “congregation” or “assembly” of Israel and apply it to the church. They argue that continuity between the covenants suggests the church has always existed. This perspective emphasizes God’s unchanging nature and consistent plan.

However, this view also blurs important distinctions. Israel was a covenant nation with land promises, a tribal structure, and a theocratic system of worship. The church, however, is a spiritual body composed of believers from every nation, united by the Spirit. Scripture draws clear lines between Israel’s national identity and the spiritual identity of the church. For example, Paul refers to the law as a “schoolmaster” leading to Christ, showing a shift from the old covenant to the new (Gal. 3:24–25). While God’s purposes are unified, Israel and the church are not identical.

The Old Testament never describes Israel as the Body of Christ or as a Spirit-indwelt community in the New Testament sense. The permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit did not occur until after Christ’s ascension (John 7:39). This alone marks a remarkable distinction between Israel and the church. Furthermore, Paul teaches that the church is “one new man” in Christ, made from Jew and Gentile together (Eph. 2:15). This newness contradicts the idea that the church always existed. Therefore, while there is continuity in God’s redemptive plan, Israel and the church remain distinct.

The evaluation of this view leads to the conclusion that the church did not exist throughout the whole Bible in a full sense. Old Testament believers were saved by faith, but they were not part of a Spirit-baptized body. They awaited the coming of Christ and the outpouring of the Spirit. Thus, although connected by faith in God’s promises, Israel cannot be equated with the New Testament church. Recognizing these differences helps us understand the uniqueness of the church and the new work God began in Christ.

​View 2: The Church Began with the Commissioning of the Apostles

Another view holds that the church began when Jesus called and commissioned His apostles. Supporters argue that Jesus gathered disciples, taught them, and gave them authority to preach and heal (Matt. 10:1). They see this commissioning as the functional beginning of the church. Jesus referred to His followers as a “little flock” (Luke 12:32), which some interpret as an early form of the church. This view highlights the foundational role of the apostles in God’s plan.

During His earthly ministry, Jesus did indeed prepare His followers for the coming work. He trained them in truth, unity, and mission. In Matthew 16:18, He declared, “I will build My church,” which some interpret as evidence that the church had already begun. His disciples gathered regularly, followed Him, and functioned as a distinct community. They were marked by obedience, faith, and fellowship.

Nevertheless, this community was not yet the fully formed church described in the New Testament epistles. Jesus Himself pointed forward to a future event when the Spirit would come and transform His followers (John 14:16–17; Acts 1:8). Until the Spirit indwelt them, they lacked the essential characteristic of the church as the Body of Christ. They were a group of disciples but not yet the Spirit-empowered assembly Christ intended. The commissioning laid groundwork, but the church’s full identity was not yet realized.

The evaluation of this view shows it contains important truths but falls short of describing the true beginning of the church. Jesus laid the foundation through His teaching and commissioning, yet He also predicted a future moment when His followers would be empowered and united by the Spirit. The apostles were essential, but their commissioning alone did not inaugurate the church. The church’s full function awaited the coming of the Holy Spirit.

​View 3: The Church Began at the Resurrection of Christ

A third view argues that the church began at the resurrection of Jesus. Those who hold this position point out that the resurrection inaugurated the new covenant. They note that Christ breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost” (John 20:22), which they interpret as an early empowerment. Because the resurrection validated Christ’s victory over sin and death, some conclude that the new covenant community began at this moment. This view emphasizes the theological significance of the resurrection in forming the people of God.

The resurrection was indeed a monumental event. It confirmed Christ’s deity, fulfilled prophecy, and inaugurated the hope of eternal life. It also repositioned the disciples from fear to faith and prepared them for future ministry. The empty tomb marked a turning point in salvation history. It provided the foundation for the apostles’ preaching and established Christ as the head of the church. Without the resurrection, the church would not exist at all.

However, Scripture indicates that even after the resurrection, the disciples still awaited something more. Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem “for the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4). This promise was the coming of the Holy Spirit, who would empower and unite them. The disciples, though joyful at the resurrection, still lacked the indwelling presence that characterizes the church. Therefore, while the resurrection was essential, it did not by itself constitute the formation of the church. Something further had to occur.

The evaluation of this view reveals that the resurrection played a crucial role in preparing the disciples, but the church was still not fully formed until later. The resurrection launched the new covenant reality but did not yet produce the Spirit-baptized body described in 1 Corinthians 12:13. Just as the commissioning laid the foundation and the resurrection inaugurated new life, the church still awaited its full beginning. The resurrection was preparatory rather than inaugurative of the church.

​View 4: The Church Began at Pentecost (Acts 2)

(Your Position)

The fourth view—and the most widely held among evangelicals—is that the church began on the Day of Pentecost. Acts 2 describes a unique and powerful event in which the Holy Spirit was poured out on the believers in Jerusalem. This event was not merely emotional or symbolic; it marked the formation of a new spiritual entity. The apostles were filled with the Spirit, preached the gospel, and saw thousands believe. The text repeatedly mentions believers being “added,” implying the church had





​View 5: The Church Began with Paul
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