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    Colossians 2:2. That their hearts may be comforted, being knit together by love, and by all riches of the full assurance of understanding, unto the knowledge of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ.
In whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. He wanted them to know God and to feel comforted and happy in what he revealed to them. He saw in them a tendency to seek something more than that, a desire to add something more to the Gospel, a desire to try to find some new light outside the Word, and this saddened him greatly. He himself was more than satisfied with the Gospel, and he wanted them to be, in that sense, like him.


— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to Colossians and Philemon
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And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is Christ the Lord whom you serve (Col 3:17, 23-24).

Why does the apostle Paul insist that the daily lives of the Christians in Colossae conform to such a broad command to control every word and deed? In these two brief but valuable letters, Paul explores in detail both the theological basis behind these two overlapping commands and the implications of this lifestyle for all of life's primary relationships-with our spouse and family and with our colleagues, employees or bosses in the workplace.
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Context of Colossae and the Colossians


The city of Colossae

[image: ]


Cities grow by developing trade centers that provide jobs for their residents. The ancient city of Colossae was built on a major trade route that ran through the Lico River valley in the Roman province of Asia Minor (in the southwestern corner of present-day Turkey). The city became famous because the Colossians made a beautiful dark red woolen cloth (colossinum) there. However, the importance of Colossae as a business center declined significantly around 100 B.C. when the neighboring city of Laodicea was founded, which represented active and commercially aggressive competition. The two cities, along with the neighboring city of Hierapolis, were destroyed by earthquakes in 17 AD (during the reign of Tiberius) and again in 60 AD (in the reign of Nero). Although it was rebuilt after each earthquake, Colossae never regained the prominence of its earlier times and by the year 400, the city no longer existed.
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The church of the Colossians
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The apostle Paul had spent two years planting a church in Ephesus and, from Acts 19:10, we see that from that center "all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks". Whether it was because Paul himself had worked as a missionary throughout the province or that some of those who believed through his preaching had done so, the fact was that a church was planted in Colossae. It was probably Epaphras who founded it (Col 1:7), and from verse 1:21, we can assume that the church was composed mainly of Gentiles.

Philemon was a citizen of Colossae, a leader of integrity in that church who was also a slave owner. His slave Onesimus had run away, but later met the apostle Paul and responded to the gospel message about Jesus. In the letter to the Colossians, Paul addresses how our relationship with God through Jesus Christ affects our work life. Specifically, he writes about how slaves should do all their work for their masters and how masters should treat their slaves. The short, personal letter to Philemon broadens our perspective of Paul's command in Colossians 4:1.
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The purpose of the letter
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It is believed that Paul wrote the letters to the Colossians and Philemon from prison, sometime between the years 60 and 62. At that time, Nero was the cruel and insane emperor of the Roman Empire, who was able to disregard Paul's rights as a Roman citizen.

From prison, Paul had heard that the Christians in Colossae, who had been strong in their beliefs, were now vulnerable to deception about the faith (2:4, 8, 16, 18, 21-23). The Colossians were tempted to embrace theological errors, and Paul wrote to them to refute each of them. However, the letters take the readers far beyond these issues of deception. Paul was deeply interested that all his readers (both those today and the Colossians of two thousand years ago) understand the context of their lives within God's story and how this is evidenced in their relationships at work.
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Colossians and work


God worked in creation, making human workers in His image (Colossians 1:1-14).


[image: ]


By allusion, in Colossians 1:6 Paul takes us back to Genesis 1:26-28.

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

Here we see the Creator God at work and the pinnacle of his activity is the creation of the human race in the divine image and likeness. He gives two tasks to the newly created (the tasks are given to both male and female): they are to be fruitful and multiply, filling the earth which they are then to subdue or rule. Paul takes up the language of Genesis 1 in Colossians 1:6, thanking God that the gospel is progressing in their midst, "constantly bearing fruit and growing" as it reaches other parts of the world. Then, he repeats it in 1:10-the Colossians are to bear fruit and grow in their understanding of God and in working in His name. In work, both
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