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Prologue
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Imagine a world where one person’s kindness can change the lives of millions. That is exactly what Mother Teresa did. She was not a queen, a president, or a wealthy business leader—she was a humble nun who dedicated her life to helping the poor, the sick, and those forgotten by society.

Born as Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in a small town, she had no idea that one day she would become one of the most beloved and respected figures in history. She listened to her heart, followed her faith, and made the world a better place through her actions. Whether it was feeding the hungry, caring for the dying, or comforting a lonely child, Mother Teresa’s mission was simple: to spread love and kindness wherever she went.

This book will take you on a journey through her incredible life. From her childhood dreams to her years of hard work in the streets of Calcutta, you will discover how she became the “Saint of the Poor.” Her story is proof that even the smallest acts of kindness can make a big difference.

Are you ready to be inspired? Let’s begin the journey of Mother Teresa, a woman who changed the world with love.
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Chapter 1: A Girl Named Agnes
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Long before the world knew her as Mother Teresa, she was just a little girl named Agnes. She was born on August 26, 1910, in a city called Skopje, which is now in North Macedonia but was part of the Ottoman Empire at the time. Her full name was Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu, which might seem tricky to say! In her native Albanian language, "Gonxhe" meant "little flower," a name that suited her gentle and kind nature. Agnes grew up in a loving family with her parents and two older siblings. Her father, Nikola, was a businessman involved in politics, while her mother, Drana, was a deeply religious woman who always helped the poor.

Agnes’s family lived a comfortable life, but they never ignored those who were struggling. Her mother often welcomed hungry people into their home and gave them food, teaching young Agnes that kindness should be shown to everyone, no matter their background. From a very young age, Agnes saw how her mother cared for others, especially the less fortunate. This had a big impact on her, and she carried this lesson with her for the rest of her life.

When Agnes was around eight years old, something very sad happened—her father passed away. His sudden death left the family heartbroken, and life became more difficult. Even though they faced hardship, her mother continued to be generous, reminding Agnes and her siblings that love and charity were more important than wealth. This strong belief in helping others became a big part of who Agnes was.

As a child, Agnes was very curious and eager to learn. She attended a school run by nuns, where she learned different subjects, including history, geography, and languages. She was particularly good at languages, and by the time she was older, she could speak Albanian, Serbian, and even some English. But what made Agnes special wasn’t just her intelligence—it was her kindness. She always noticed when someone was sad or in need, and she tried to help however she could.

One of Agnes’s favorite places was her local church. She loved listening to the stories of saints and missionaries who traveled far away to help people. These stories inspired her deeply. She began to dream about becoming a missionary—someone who dedicates their life to helping others in different parts of the world. She especially felt drawn to India, a country she had never been to but had heard about in church. She felt a strong calling, a feeling deep inside her heart that told her she was meant to help those who were poor and suffering.

Even though Agnes was still a young girl, she was already thinking about what she wanted to do with her life. She prayed often and asked for guidance. The idea of leaving her home and family one day was difficult, but she felt that God had a special plan for her. She didn’t know exactly how she would help people yet, but she knew she wanted to dedicate her life to serving others.

When she was about 12 years old, her desire to become a missionary grew even stronger. She admired the nuns she saw in her town, especially the Sisters of Loreto, who were known for their work in education and charity. She began to think that maybe she could join them one day and travel to far-off places to care for the poor. But she was still young, and she had to wait until she was older before making such a big decision.

As the years passed, Agnes continued to study and grow in her faith. She spent a lot of time helping at church, singing in the choir, and learning more about the work of missionaries. The more she learned, the more she felt sure that this was what she was meant to do. She realized that happiness didn’t come from having money or nice things—it came from giving love to others.

At the age of 18, Agnes made a bold decision. She told her mother and siblings that she wanted to leave home and join the Sisters of Loreto, a Catholic order of nuns, to become a missionary. Her mother, though sad to see her go, supported her choice. She reminded Agnes to always serve with love and never forget where she came from. With a hopeful heart and a deep sense of purpose, Agnes set off on a journey that would change not only her life but also the lives of millions of people around the world.

Though she was leaving behind her family, her childhood, and everything she had ever known, Agnes wasn’t afraid. She believed that God had called her to a special mission, and she was ready to answer. This was just the beginning of a journey that would one day make her one of the most beloved and admired figures in history.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in Skopje
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Agnes Gonxhe Bojaxhiu, who would later become known to the world as Mother Teresa, spent her early years growing up in the city of Skopje. At the time of her birth in 1910, Skopje was part of the Ottoman Empire, but it later became part of Yugoslavia and, today, is the capital of North Macedonia. This city was a lively place filled with people from different backgrounds, including Albanians, Serbians, Turks, and Macedonians. Growing up in such a diverse environment, young Agnes was exposed to many languages, cultures, and traditions, which would later help her in her mission to serve people from all walks of life.

Agnes was the youngest of three children in her family. She had an older sister named Age and an older brother named Lazar. Their father, Nikola Bojaxhiu, was a businessman who owned a construction company and was involved in politics. He was known for his generosity and often helped those in need. Their mother, Drana, was a deeply religious woman who devoted her time to raising the children and taking care of the less fortunate. From an early age, Agnes saw her parents offering food and shelter to people who were struggling, teaching her that kindness and charity were among the most important values in life.

The Bojaxhiu family was financially comfortable, and they lived in a spacious home in Skopje. Agnes and her siblings enjoyed a happy childhood, filled with laughter, stories, and family gatherings. Their home was always open to guests, and it was common for Drana to invite those who were poor or sick to share a meal with them. This spirit of giving left a lasting impression on young Agnes. She saw how her mother never turned anyone away and treated everyone with love and respect. Even when the family faced difficulties, Drana continued to remind her children that helping others was more important than wealth or success.

Tragedy struck the family when Agnes was around eight years old. Her father, who had been a strong figure in her life, suddenly became very ill and passed away. Some believed that he had been poisoned because of his involvement in politics, but there was never any clear proof. His death left the family in a difficult situation. Without Nikola’s income, Drana had to work hard to support her children. She sewed clothes, made embroidery, and sold fabric to earn money. Despite their struggles, she never stopped giving to others, showing Agnes that generosity wasn’t just for the rich—it was for anyone with a kind heart.

As Agnes grew older, she attended a local Catholic school run by nuns. She was a bright student who enjoyed learning, especially about history, geography, and different cultures. She also became fluent in several languages, including Albanian, Serbian, and some English. But what made her truly special wasn’t just her intelligence—it was her deep compassion for others. Whenever she saw someone in need, she felt a strong desire to help.
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