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  is for armadillo,

  short, stout and round.
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  The armadillo is one of the few mammals in the world with a shell of hard, bony plates all over its body. Its name in Spanish means ‘little armoured one’.
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  is for beetle,

  close to the ground.
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  One out of every four animals on Earth is a beetle. Beetles have a hard exoskeleton, meaning their bones are on the outside. The insect can be found in nearly every habitat on the globe, apart from the freezing polar extremes.
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  is for crab,

  crawling on the seabed.
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  Crabs communicate with each other by drumming their pincer claws or waving them in the air. A group of crabs is called a ‘cast’.


  [image: Illustration]


  is for dove,

  flying home overhead.
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  The white dove carries great significance in many cultures and religions. These birds are released into the air as a symbol of love, peace and hope.
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  is for elephant,

  trunk, tail and tusk.
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  The largest land animal in the world has a mighty mind, too. The creature’s enormous brain size means that it has great intelligence and an amazing memory. Elephants can use their trunks like an arm and their big ears can be used like a fan to cool themselves down.
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  is for fox,

  roaming in the dusk.
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  The fox is the most widespread species of wild dog on the planet.

  Unlike other dogs, however, the fox is able to retract its claws just like a cat does.
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  is for grizzly,

  a most fearsome bear.
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  Grizzly bears are awe-inspiring, solitary giants. They are known to be expert hunters, and their bite is so strong it could crush a bowling ball, but much of their diet is made up of nuts, roots and berries.
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  is for hippo,

  in his watery lair.
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  The ancient Greeks named the hippopotamus ‘river horse’. It has evolved to have small legs as they are lighter in water. The mammal can spend up to sixteen hours a day submerged in the water.
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  is for iguana,

  curled in the sun.
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  There are many species of iguana, with almost as many types of behaviour. Some scramble across desert and plains, while others live high up in rainforest trees.
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  is for jackrabbit,

  ready to run.
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  Despite its name, the jackrabbit is actually a hare, not a rabbit. It has huge, tapered ears and a powerful pair of back legs.
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