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Choosing a Look

The Björn Borg:

Is This Style Deck or Fin?
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Answer: This style is deck.
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For Amy, my one true love.
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Everything That Once
Was Cool Is Now Deck

You’ve seen them all over town with their mop-top haircuts, swinging retro pocketbooks, talking on cell phones, smoking European cigarettes, shading their eyes behind bug-eyed lenses, and strutting in platform shoes with a biography of Che sticking out of their bags. They come in all colors, shapes, sizes, and nationalities. Beck is one. Jack Kerouac was one. Meg from the White Stripes is one. And the girl at work in the Jackie-O dress is one too. You may even be one yourself. From New York to New Zealand, Hipsters are everywhere. Welcome to The Hipster Handbook, the first guide to what it means to be a Hipster.

Since Hipsters are a vital part of the international social fabric, this book is for everyone. If you are a Hipster yourself, carry it in your back pocket or in your purse. Excuse yourself to the bathroom during that important party and brush up on the correct lingo by consulting our glossary. Even Hipsters need a refresher course from time to time, and you wouldn’t want to be throwing out dated slang like “grody” or “wicked” when mixing with other Hipsters in the know.

If you are not a Hipster, but want to learn more about this ubiquitous genus, this book is for you too. We will teach you how to spot Hipsters, how to interact with them, and how to better understand their unique culture. If you are a parent with Hipster children, this book will help you understand and maybe even talk to your children. You’ll also become just a little more deck in the process. If you are a scientist, we hope you’ll use our anthropological studies as a starting point to document the phenomenon of this emerging human archetype. Our research garnered us a nomination for the Margaret Mead Award in 2004.

And finally, this book is for those among you who want to become Hipsters yourselves. Anyone can become one with the proper education. Study this book and complete the questionnaire at the end and you will be on your way.

But perhaps we are being too kind in saying this book is for everyone. Some people are clearly hopeless. If you are a neo-Nazi and accessorize with an automatic weapon, this book is not for you. If you have appeared in the Girls Gone Wild video series, this book is not for you. If you go to tanning salons, this book is not for you. If you listen to Slipknot and have ever been to the Warped Tour, this book is not for you. And perhaps most important, if you are wearing a sweatshirt that has a Disney character on it, this book is not for you.

For everyone else, we present the long-overdue documentation of what it means to be deck—or, depending on your age, groovy, nifty, fresh, chic, savvy, fly, bodacious, jazzy, cool, righteous, hip, and hep. This is the motherfucking HIPSTER HANDBOOK.
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11 Clues You Are a Hipster


1. You graduated from a liberal arts school whose football team hasn’t won a game since the Reagan administration.

2. You frequently use the term “postmodern” (or its commonly used variation “PoMo”) as an adjective, noun, and verb.

3. You carry a shoulder-strap messenger bag and have at one time or another worn a pair of horn-rimmed or Buddy Holly–style glasses.

4. You have refined taste and consider yourself exceptionally cultured, but have one pop vice (ElimiDATE, Quiet Riot, and Entertainment Weekly are popular ones) that helps to define you as well-rounded.

5. You have kissed someone of the same gender and often bring this up in casual conversation.

6. You spend much of your leisure time in bars and restaurants with monosyllabic names like Plant, Bound, and Shine.

7. You bought your dishes and a checkered tablecloth at a thrift shop to be kitschy, and often throw vegetarian dinner parties.

8. You have one Republican friend whom you always describe as being your “one Republican friend.”

9. You enjoy complaining about gentrification even though you are responsible for it yourself.

10. Your hair looks best unwashed and you position your head on your pillow at night in a way that will really maximize your cowlicks.

11. You own records put out by Matador, DFA, Definitive Jux, Dischord, Warp, Thrill Jockey, Smells Like Records, Sub Pop, K Records and Drag City.




11 Clues You Are Not a Hipster


1. You teach Sunday School.

2. You use hair spray and wear pleated pants or pastel dress suits.

3. You are a big fan of the suburbs and vinyl siding.

4. You have a special “spill shirt” that you wear when you eat dinner at night.

5. You like to watch college football.

6. You read novels with raised lettering on their covers.

7. You eat at Popeye’s on a regular basis.
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Non-Hipsters


8. You like to listen to the Dave Matthews Band while driving in your SUV.

9. You wear holiday-themed sweaters with Santa Clauses, jack-o’-lanterns, and snowflake patterns knitted onto them.

10. You work in an office building that has a man-made pond and a fountain in its front lot.

11. You enjoy movies that star The Rock or Vin Diesel.




Who Says “Tubular” Anymore?

Like most social groups, Hipsters have their own way of communicating. They converse using special terms and lingo to show they are in the know. Being up on the latest slang is essential to being a Hipster. Though it may be humorous to tell someone that his or her Pumas are “tubular,” utilizing a dated term such as this can be a serious faux pas if not used ironically. Retro terms such as “grody,” “bofu,” “trippendicular,” and “wicked” all work well when with a tongue in cheek, but such words should be used sparingly.

Before you read any further, we recommend you take a quick peek at our glossary of terms, since many will be used throughout the book. With a little practice, we will help you turn an awkward sentence like “I’m gonna look bitchin’ in my groovy jacket” into the much hipper “I’ll polish in my deck flogger.”

The Glossary:

bennie—hat. Sentence: “Have you seen Micah’s new bennie? She looks deck as ef.” “It’s cold out today; I’d better grab my bennie.”

berries—dollars (see also kale). Sentence: “Can I borrow a couple berries? I want to go to Diesel and pick up a new outfit.”

Bipster—blue-collar Hipsters who shun art-school pretension and have little patience with leisure-class Hipsters (see this page).

bleeker—tourist. Sentence: “Every time I’m in the city, some bleeker asks me for directions.”

boggle—vomit. Origin: An exceptionally hip tassel in Atlanta once shook a Boggle cup to drown out the sound of her friend vomiting in the bathroom, which was making her feel ill as well. The term caught on.

bronson—beer. Sentence: “I drank a sixer of bronsons last night while watching the game.” Origin: Watching Charles Bronson movies while drinking beer is deck. The term spawned from this ritual.

bust a moby—to dance. Sentence: “Let’s go to the Tunnel and bust a moby.” “Did you see her moves at the party last night? She really knows how to bust a moby.”

Carpet—a lesbian Hipster (see this page).

chipper—a woman who’s easy. Sentence: “She’s a real chipper and will sleep with anyone after one bronson.”

chowder—alcoholic beverage, usually a mixed drink. Sentence: “The Pourhouse has half-price chowder until seven P.M. Let’s get shellacked!”

Clubber—younger Hipsters from the Gen-Y set who love to dance, listen to electronic music, and promote parties (see this page).

CK-1—a bisexual Hipster (see this page).

clothesline—the gossip that is on the scene. Sentence: “Yo, I heard on the clothesline that she is sleeping with Billy. She is such a chipper.”

cronkite—boy. Sentence: “Have you seen Anne’s new cronkite? She met him at the café and he is such a frado.”

deck—a key word for most Hipsters, similar in meaning to the antiquated “fresh.” To be deck is to be up on the latest trends, cutting edge, and/or hip. Sentence: “That tassel we met at the gallery opening sure looked deck in her cowboy boots.” “Have you checked out the new Jonathan Lethem book? It’s deck.”
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A Chipper Giving a Cronkite the Frigidaire

fin—the opposite of deck, similar to outdated terms like “wack” and “lame.” Something that is fin is bad or undesirable. Sentence: “How can you like that Vin Diesel movie? Every film he’s ever starred in has been fin.” “My date with Larry was so fin. He took me to Applebee’s and ordered cheese fries as an appetizer.”

flavorless—heterosexual. Sentence: “He kinks his hair and wears tight pants, but he’s definitely flavorless. He’s been going out with the same tassel for nine months.”

flogger—coat. Sentence: “I bought this wool flogger at the Salvation Army. It was only five berries!”

flubber—breast implants. Sentence: “There’s no way they are real; those shits are flubber!” Origin: This term originated from the Disney movie The Absent-Minded Professor, in which eccentric chemist Fred MacMurray inadvertently creates a bouncing synthetic compound known as flubber (flying rubber).

frado—an ugly guy who thinks he’s good-looking. Sentence: “Bill thinks all the girls love him, but they all know he’s a frado.”
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A Frado

the frigidaire—the cold shoulder. Sentence: “I don’t know what her problem is, but she gives me the frigidaire every time I see her.”

get puffy—to bust a cap. Sentence: Actually, this phrase is never used. Hipsters are art-school kids.

gluten (pronounced gloo-tin)—to eat. Sentence: “I’m starving; let’s gluten.”

greaser—an individual who comes from somewhere with a small Hipster demographic (usually Jersey or Miami). Sentence: “Frank has a mullet and acts like a greaser when he’s shellacked.”

heat—pull or influence. Sentence: “Leesy has heat. She always gets us on the guest list.”

hilfiger—having no fashion sense. Sentence: “You’d think he was broke, he dresses so hilfiger.” Origin: Etymologists have come to the conclusion that this term originated from the Hipster consensus that Tommy Hilfiger is lame. Scientists, anthropologists, and fashion experts tend to concur that wearing Tommy Hilfiger is dorky.

Hipster—One who possesses tastes, social attitudes, and opinions deemed cool by the cool. (Note: it is no longer recommended that one use the term “cool”; a Hipster would instead say “deck.”) The Hipster walks among the masses in daily life but is not a part of them and shuns or reduces to kitsch anything held dear by the mainstream. A Hipster ideally possesses no more than 2 percent body fat.

hypo—a cokehead. Sentence: “His Steven Seagal ponytail makes him look like a hypo, and I think I saw him wiping his nose.”

ishtar—bad. Sentence: “Yo, that shit was ishtar.”

jerry—a stoner, hippie. Sentence: “My pits smell totally ishtar. I feel like a jerry.”

jug—a forty-ounce bottle of domestic beer. Sentence: “Tassels respect me. I can drink a whole jug and still bust a mean moby.”

juicer—A ladies’ man. An individual who has undeniable sex appeal. Sentence: “I wish he would ask me out; he’s such a juicer.”

kale—money (see also berries). Sentence: “Yo, Kim, can you slide me some kale? I’m still waiting for my mom to send rent.”

kidsman—one who rounds up children to educate them in thievery. (Oops—this is Victorian slang, not Hipster slang.)

lilith—associated with clichés of lesbian culture. Sentence: “That bar has Tori Amos on the jukebox. How lilith can you get?!” Origin: The Lilith Tour sucked.

liquid (sometimes liquefy)—having performed a sexual act with another. Sentence: “I saw the way you looked at Marty. Are you two liquid?” “She’s got such a tight bod. I’d love to liquefy that ass.”

Loner—introverted Hipsters who have little time for social engagements due to a borderline obsessive relationship with their hobbies and/or work (see this page).

Maxwell—a gay Hipster (see this page).

midtown—uncultured or unhip. Sentence: “He’s never heard of Spike Jonze. He’s so midtown.”

nancy—ass. Sentence: “Amy has a good head on her shoulders.” “Maybe so, Mike, but have you seen her nancy?”

Neo-Crunch—post-Garcia hippies promoting idealism for a new century (see this page).

piece—cell phone. Sentence: “I must have been on the subway; my piece didn’t ring.”

polish—impress. Sentence: “I’m gonna polish with my new modern mohawk do.” “I was nervous for the interview, but my résumé polished.”

Polit—extremely literary Hipsters who have philosophical approaches to politics and existence, but are romantic in matters of love. The term “Polit” (pronounced pah-lit) is an amalgamation of the words “political” and “literary” (see this page).

raphaels—glasses. Sentence: “Do these raphaels go with my flogger? I don’t know if I like the new frames or not.”

riding greyhound—sour luck, to be put in a bad position. Sentence: “Ever since Todd got laid off, he has been broke.” “Yeah, he’s riding greyhound.”

Schmooze—a networking Hipster obsessed with his/her career (see this page).

semi—a partial erection. Sentence: “The movie at the Film Forum was steamy. Thank God I had popcorn to cover my semi.”

shellacked—drunk. Sentence: “I was so shellacked last night that I lost count of how many chowders I drank!”

tassel—girl. Sentence: “Jim is definitely a frado, but somehow he gets a new tassel every night.”
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A Shellacked Cronkite

Teeter—young-at-heart Hipsters who are most commonly associated with skateboards, graffiti, and tagging (see this page).

uni—university. Sentence: “Jane is nice but I just can’t be friends with someone who went to a public uni.”

UTF (Unemployed Trust-Funder)—Hipsters who have the benefit of a wealthy family and are thus unencumbered by the distraction of a “straight” job (see this page).

vejjo—vegetarian. Sentence: “I would never go to Mike’s Steak-house! Nothing there is vejjo.”

wally—an attractive male Hipster. Sentence: “Have you seen Jennifer’s brother? He’s a definite wally.” Origin: some say this is an acronym for Women Always Look Longingly at You. Others claim that “wally” is a reference to the character on Leave It to Beaver.

WASH (Waitstaff and Service Hipster)—Hipsters who work as bartenders, waiters/waitresses, in coffee shops, and sometimes at record and video stores (see this page).


Phrases and Terms
Avoided by Hipsters


1. Having lunch with the big boys

2. Heavens to murgatroyd

3. Beam me up, Scotty

4. Ducks in a row

5. Whistling “Dixie”

6. Postgay

7. Put my kahunas on the line

8. Da bomb

9. Poon

10. Anywho

11. Pipe down

12. Think outside the box

13. Gotta be jelly ’cause jam don’t shake like that

14. Cool beans

15. H-E-double-hockey-sticks

16. Cowabunga

17. Ba da bing

18. Mind your P’s and Q’s

19. Jumping Jehoshaphat

20. Shiver me timbers

21. Bustin’ your chops

22. Hip hip hurray

23. Playa Hata

24. Crikey

25. Panties
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