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ALPHA 7 PROTAGONISTS.

Classified Briefing Document – Joint Intelligence Directive MI6/ DGSE, Date of Issue: April 2014, Subject: Formation of Task Force Alpha 7. Following the unlawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in March 2014, Western intelligence agencies observed a sharp escalation in covert operations targeting critical infrastructure, diplomatic networks and economic interests across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. These operations, executed by non-attributable agents and proxies, marked a shift towards hybrid warfare blending cyber sabotage, disinformation and clandestine paramilitary actions. In response, the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and France’s Directorate General for External Security (DGSE) initiated a joint task force under a classified bilateral agreement. The unit would operate autonomously, outside conventional NATO command structures, with a mandate to counter Russian clandestine activities worldwide. Task Force Alpha 7 was established not only as a tactical counter-intelligence unit, but as the operational spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact designed to shield the continent from hostile state actors including Russia, China, North Korea and Iran. This pact is reinforced by a dual deterrence strategy: a nuclear umbrella provided by the United Kingdom and France, and a classified Laser Defence Shield capable of intercepting ballistic threats, rogue missile launches and satellite-based sabotage. Alpha 7’s mission is to ensure the integrity of this shield, prevent infiltration of its command systems and neutralise threats before they escalate into open conflict. Agents of Alpha 7 are deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones and diplomatic flashpoints. Their missions span regions such as North Africa, the Caspian Basin, the Baltic States, Southeast Asia, Syria, Ukraine and Sahel. Each operative is selected for elite proficiency in psychological warfare, cyber infiltration, linguistics and deep-cover espionage, and chosen for ideological resilience and operational discretion.

Damian Carter is a brilliant MI6 officer with expertise in classical languages, archaeology and international relations. Educated at Cambridge and Oxford, he frequently assumes the alias of director of Griffin Arts Group, an import-export firm specialising in antiquities. Emmy Carter is an art historian with experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Christie’s Paris, specialising in provenance and cultural investigations. Eleanor Blake is a cryptography specialist whose codebreaking expertise is vital to Alpha 7’s secure communications. Victoria “Vicky” Langley is an investigative journalist with deep political and intelligence connections, formerly with the Financial Times and MI5. Julien Moreau, supervisor of Alpha 7, trained at École Polytechnique and is an expert in covert operations, cybersecurity and geopolitical strategy. Oliver Grant is a charismatic undercover operative with exceptional disguise and infiltration skills, trained at Scotland Yard. Sebastian “Seb” Turner is a former Special Air Service commando specialising in explosives and high-risk operations across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Isabelle Lefevre is a cybersecurity and financial-systems expert with experience at Goldman Sachs, DGSI and Euronext Paris. Etienne Dubois is a surveillance specialist with a background in the BRB, skilled in tracking individuals, vehicles and buildings. Claire Fontaine is an art expert specialising in medieval and Renaissance works, formerly a curator at the Louvre. Lucien Martin is a scientist with a career spanning defence research and CERN, contributing to advanced European technologies. Clovis, Director of the DGSE, is a strategic mastermind with deep experience in military strategy and cyber intelligence.

ALPHA 7 HEADQUARTERS, PARIS.

Located behind a historic townhouse façade in the 8th arrondissement, the Alpha 7 headquarters contains a concealed, state-of-the-art command centre accessed through a hidden door in the library. The building includes an art gallery and antiquities import-export firm as cover identities. Security systems include biometric scanners, encrypted communications, AI-monitored perimeters and quantum-encrypted channels. Underground tunnels provide discreet mobility and emergency evacuation routes. Motto: In profundo veritas.

ECLIPSE ANTAGONISTS.

The Eclipse Consortium, founded in 2009, operates across Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its primary activities include strategic destabilisation, resource control, cyber manipulation, covert influence operations and black-budget weapons development. Its command structure is cell-based, compartmentalised and fully deniable. Victor Orlov, founder and mastermind, was born into an elite Moscow family and educated in economics and geopolitics. Rising through Russian intelligence, he conducted economic sabotage and cyber operations. A strategist driven by power, he uses chaos as a tool and manipulation as an art. Oleg Kaperski, former Spetsnaz officer and operative for the KGB and FSB, is an expert in tactical coordination, arms trafficking, sabotage, extortion and assassination. Professor Wolf Schneider, born in East Germany in 1985 and smuggled to Russia under a Stasi-arranged identity, was absorbed into Soviet missile research and later became a leading weapons scientist in classified programmes. Anastasia Petrova, head of infiltration and psychological operations, has extensive GRU, KGB and FSB experience. A master of deception and interrogation, she is the strategic partner and wife of Victor Orlov.

ECLIPSE HEADQUARTERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

The primary headquarters is hidden beneath a former palace in St Petersburg, serving as the strategic hub for global operations. Secondary command centres include an enormous underground complex in Artyom, Russia, a bunker in Belgrade supporting cyber operations and arms trading, and The Red Star in Nice, a Russian casino used for money laundering and covert negotiations. The Consortium employs cyber attacks, economic manipulation, infiltration and military actions. It operates weapons factories producing tanks, aircraft, satellites, ballistic missiles and laser weapons, and controls gold mines, diamonds and rare-earth materials.

VATICAN INTELLIGENCE & DIPLOMATIC NETWORK.

Cardinal Ettore Davini, later elected Pope Davini I, plays a central diplomatic role. Cardinal Armand Leblanc is head of the Vatican secret service. Cardinal Michele is the most influential Jesuit Cardinal in Rome. Conte, an officer of the Swiss Guard, provides operational support.

PROLOGUE ALPHA 7: MISSION HERCULES 

Dawn crept reluctantly over Europe, its pale light struggling through the mist and rain that veiled the continent’s cities. Beneath the surface, in the shadowed corridors of intelligence, a new kind of war was already underway—a war fought not with armies, but with silence, deception, and the flicker of encrypted signals.

Following the annexation of Crimea, Western agencies watched as covert operations escalated: sabotage of infrastructure, cyber intrusions, and the quiet elimination of defectors. The old rules no longer applied. Hybrid warfare had become the new reality, blending digital sabotage, disinformation, and clandestine actions.

In response, MI6 and the DGSE forged a secret alliance. Task Force Alpha 7 was born—not as a conventional unit, but as the spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact. Their mandate: to counter hostile state actors, shield the continent from infiltration, and ensure the integrity of a classified Laser Defence Shield.

Alpha 7’s operatives were chosen for their skill and resilience. Deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones, and diplomatic flashpoints, they moved unseen, their loyalty unwavering, their methods unorthodox. Their adversaries were equally elusive: a cabal of Russian oligarchs, the rogue strategist Victor Orlov, and the Eclipse Consortium—a network of mercenaries and cybercriminals whose sole aim was to destabilise the West.

As the storm gathered, a century-old network awakened. Numbers stations broadcast forgotten codes, sleeper agents stirred, and the world shifted beneath the weight of secrets. In the heart of Paris, behind the façade of an art gallery, Alpha 7 prepared for their most dangerous operation yet.

The existence of Alpha 7 would remain unacknowledged. Officially, the task force did not exist. But in the shadows, their mission was clear: protect the shield, neutralise the threat, and ensure that Europe would not fall to chaos.

The game had begun. 
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CHAPTER 1 
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7 November. Dawn crept reluctantly over Moscow, its pale light struggling through the drifting snow that swept across Dzerzhinsky Street in thin, wind-driven veils. The city felt older on mornings like this, as if the cold itself remembered the century of revolutions, purges and secrets buried beneath its stones. Far below the pavement, in a chamber that did not exist on any map, a single lamp cast a muted glow across steel and concrete. The general stood alone at the table. His breath hung faintly in the stale air as he opened the first of twenty leather-bound dossiers. The cover was cracked, the edges worn, the pages yellowed with age. A photograph from 1916 stared back at him: a family of scholars and engineers dressed in the final elegance of the old empire. The next page held a forged French identity from 1921. Then a marriage certificate from Lyon. Then a discreet report from 1954. Then another from 1978. Then a final note from 2010: “Integration complete. Loyalty intact. Awaiting signal.” He closed the file and opened the next. And the next. And the next. Twenty families. Twenty bloodlines. Twenty infiltrations woven into the upper layers of European society long before the Soviet Union existed. They were not defectors, nor refugees, nor victims of the revolution. They were instruments. Seeds planted before the fall of the Tsar, nurtured through the Soviet years, preserved through the chaos that followed. A century-long operation, invisible even to most within the Kremlin. At precisely 07:00 Moscow time, the radio on the far wall crackled to life. The general did not look up. He had been waiting for this. A low hum filled the room, followed by a burst of static. Then a voice—flat, mechanical, stripped of all humanity—recited twenty words. The same twenty words last heard in the 1980s. The same twenty words broadcast by a shortwave numbers station that had been silent for decades, officially decommissioned, forgotten by everyone except those who were never meant to forget. Three minutes of silence followed. Then the twenty words came again. And again. And again. The general rested his hand on the stack of dossiers. The words themselves did not matter. The families would recognise the pattern. They would know what it meant. They would know that the century of waiting was over. He whispered a line his grandfather had once spoken on a night much like this, a line that felt older than the revolution itself. “On this day, what was never dead returns.” He opened a small steel box embedded in the wall. Inside lay twenty sealed envelopes, each bearing the name of a family that no longer remembered its true origin. He placed each envelope atop its corresponding dossier, extinguished the lamp, and left the room in darkness. As he climbed the stairs toward the surface, the echo of the twenty words pulsed through the concrete like a heartbeat. The families would awaken. The world would shift. And the storm that had been gathering for a century would finally break. 

Paris, CET 08:12. Rain had turned the courtyard of the Alpha 7 headquarters into a mirror of grey stone and rippling water. Julien Moreau crossed it with quick, clipped steps, his phone pressed to his ear, his expression tightening with every word he heard. He pushed through the heavy wooden doors, passed the gallery façade, and descended into the command centre beneath the townhouse. The room was already alive with movement, screens flickering with satellite feeds, analysts whispering urgently, a red banner pulsing across the main display: SECURITY BREACH — HERCULES PROGRAMME. Moreau didn’t sit. “Tell me exactly what we’re looking at.” Isabelle Lefevre brought up a stabilised system log. “An intrusion into the AI core,” she said. “Deep access. Someone with clearance. Someone who knew exactly where to look.” Moreau stared at the cascading lines of corrupted code. “External?” “No,” Isabelle replied. “Internal. European. Someone inside our own networks.” Moreau felt a cold weight settle in his chest. “A mole.” “Not a mole,” Isabelle said quietly. “A ghost. Someone who has been in place for years.” Moreau exhaled slowly. “Find out who had access. Every engineer. Every subcontractor. Every consultant. I want names, movements, financials, everything.” Above them, the rain continued to fall on the quiet Parisian street, unaware that a century-old network had awakened, that a forgotten numbers station had spoken again, and that Alpha 7 had just stepped into the most dangerous operation of its existence. 

Dr. Antoine Dufour Born in Lyon under a name that raised no questions, Antoine Dufour grew up in a family of teachers and civil servants, the sort of quiet, respectable background that left no trace in the archives beyond school records and municipal certificates. He excelled academically from an early age, earning admission to the École Polytechnique, where he specialised in applied mathematics, cybernetics and autonomous systems. Upon graduation he was recruited into a discreet branch of the Ministry of Defence responsible for advanced research and overseas technical missions. His deployments took him to French bases in Djibouti, the Sahel and the Middle East, where he provided field analysis on emerging weapons systems and battlefield robotics. His record was exemplary, his loyalty unquestioned, his rise inevitable. By the time the Hercules programme was conceived, Dufour had become one of the Ministry’s most trusted senior engineers, assigned to a special division responsible for integrating artificial intelligence into next-generation military platforms. No one questioned his access, his expertise or the quiet precision with which he worked. He was the sort of man colleagues relied on without hesitation, the sort of man who never drew attention to himself, the sort of man whose competence made him invisible.

His wife, Gabrielle Dufour, was one of Paris’s most respected surgeons, a specialist in vascular reconstruction at one of the capital’s leading university hospitals. Her reputation was impeccable, her precision admired, and her schedule relentless. Patients trusted her without hesitation, colleagues relied on her judgement, and the Ministry of Health frequently cited her
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