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What treasure did they see at the gates of the palace? These
were the children: three obedient boys and three very pretty girls.
The children paired and bowed politely.

It seemed to the emperor that the smiles on their faces shone
brighter than the sun in the sky. A golden rooster and other
wonders immediately faded and turned into ordinary things.

"Yes ... the emperor spoke, sighing, "but it is true that this is
the most wonderful treasure. Lovely children! What could be more
ordinary?! But next to them our wonders and jewels are just like
garbage. | envy you because you have the main treasure of the
country, children. You won!! The first reward belongs to you. Take
my warmest congratulations!”
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The third servant brought a beautiful box with a silkworm, which
weaved only golden threads. Fourth - a monkey writing poetry. The
fifth, a turtle with a crystal shell. The sixth, a wallet in which gold
coins never ended.

So, one by one the six servants gathered with their wonders and
began to wait for the seventh, but he still did not appear.

"Where is he? What happened to him?” they worried.

"He probably has nothing to show,” said the emperor, “therefore
he did not come!” It is a pity. We will choose a winner without
him.
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But the emperor was especially proud of the golden rooster.
Although the bird was made of gold, it looked like a real one. Every
day, as the sun was just beginning to rise, the golden rooster crowed
three times: “cock-a-doodle-doo!”

More than anything, from time to time, the emperor liked to take
out his treasures and look at them. He was never tired of admiring
his treasures and showing them to people.
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"Treasure show! That's interesting! | am sure that | will receive
a reward!” said the first.

"No, | will receive a reward!” objected the second servant.

"No way, it will be me!” the third could not keep silent.

The servants went home still talking about it.
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At the emperor’s court there were seven main servants. Each of
them also had his own treasure, some kind of unusual thing, which
he was proud of.

Once the emperor called these servants and said to them:

"Tomorrow | will have a treasure show. Come with your treasures
and the one whose treasure is the best will receive a generous
reward.”

It is impossible to say how much the emperor's servants were
delighted! They wanted to boast of their wonders to each other.
Then they began to argue.
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"Yes, yes .. Only | do not have such a treasure which could
be called special. I did not know what to bring tonight so | took
the most ordinary treasure with me.”

"Hmm, an ordinary treasure? You surprised me. What is it?
Show me as soon as possible!”

“I left it in front of the gates of the palace.”

"How could you leave your jewel in front of the gate? Well,
okay, | myself will go out to see a wonder that you do not want
to boast about!”

And the emperor, along with the rest of the servants, hurried
to the gate.






OEBPS/image/1.png
MW hichitreasurelis|better






OEBPS/image/_19_english-compressed1.png
\Which{treasurelis better;

Once upon a time in a faraway land lived an emperor who
had many unusual treasures. What the things the emperor owned!
He had the horns of a bearded lion, and scales of glowing fish,
and a fan of the god of the wind, and even the hammer of
the god of thunder.
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While the six servants were talking the emperor was told that the
seventh servant was coming. The emperor was so anxious to see his
treasure, that he even looked out the window. The seventh servant,
seeing the emperor, bowed respectfully and said:

"Sorry, I'm late and | have no excuse.”

"You will apologize later. Rather, show what treasure you have
brought,” the emperor said impatiently.
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And the eagerly-anticipated day has come. The emperor took out
his beloved rooster from the golden cage and began to wait for the
servants with their unusual things.

Soon the first servant appeared. He brought his treasure, the blue
bird of happiness.

The second servant brought a crane pen, which could write
without ink.

"Look: this is the precious pen of a crane,” he said smugly to
the emperor.





