
		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			Praise for
Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard

			“In most communities here in America, you will find yourself in a global village. If you want to be sensitized as to the urgency of witnessing cross-culturally to expatriates, and if you want to be tutored on how to do it effectively, this book will be of great help to you.”

			—TONY CAMPOLO, PH.D., Eastern University

			“An absolute wealth of insightful information for sharing Christ with those of different cultures who cross our paths daily. An exceedingly helpful book, which I cannot recommend highly enough.”

			—M. BLAINE SMITH, director of Nehemiah Ministries and
author of Knowing God’s Will

			“Everyone who is serious about personal evangelism should have a copy of this book. Rajendra Pillai has provided an encyclopedia of information on people of other cultures, making it accessible and breaking down barriers with his breezy, easy-to-read format. It’s hard to believe this wealth of information could be available in such a manageable package.”

			—CAROLYN CURTIS, author and editor of On Mission

			“Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard…is a practical manual for sharing Christ with the most culturally diverse nation on earth. Rajendra tackles a tough topic—evangelism—without losing his whimsical but powerful style.”

			—MICHAEL R. SMITH, PH.D., School of Communication and the Arts,
Department of Journalism, Regent University

			“Ready or not, we are all cross-cultural missionaries right where we live. If we are serious about helping people of other cultures and religions understand the gospel message, we need this book. Rajendra Pillai has given us an excellent tool.”

			—DR. ROGER C. PALMS, author of fifteen books
and former editor of Billy Grahams Decision magazine

			“A great handbook for today’s Christians in witnessing to people of other cultures, religions, and worldviews. It brings a strong message in dealing with wrong attitudes and responses to those of other cultures and serves as a guide in understanding people of diverse cultural backgrounds.”

			—MARILYN LASZLO, author of Mission Possible and linguist-translator
with Wycliffe Bible Translators

			“Finally! A practical guide for the ordinary Christian. As the apostle Paul’s Epistles equip the saints to live the Christian life, Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard equips today’s believers to carry out the Great Commission. In a very straightforward and compassionate way, Rajendra Pillai kindles the desire within us and encourages us to reach out to people of other cultures and faiths in this country.”

			—SHARON L. DYSON, PH.D., consultant and trainer

			“Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard moves beyond theory into the realm of practical application. From the initial approach to dealing with rejection to leading a person of another culture to the Savior, this book lays a solid foundation and offers practical guidelines for those of us who truly desire to reach the world—the one that exists in our neighborhoods, schools, and places of employment—for Christ!”

			—DAVID GOUGH, chairman of the Department of Educational Ministries,
Washington Bible College, Lanham, Maryland

			“How exciting to finally have a reference that is thoroughly written, yet concise and easily understood, designed specifically to assist in interpersonal information and understanding with cultural and religious differences in mind! Anyone wishing to understand and reach out to those from cultures other than their own can use this book in work, travel, and the day-to-day life of this increasingly globalized planet Earth.”

			—BETTIE ANN BRIGHAM, dean of Eastern University, St. Davids, Pennsylvania
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Without her love, vision, and constant encouragement,
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		Foreword

		Not that many years ago, I would have seen little purpose for a book titled Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard.

		Times have definitely changed. The moment for this message has arrived.

		America is a different land from the one I grew up in during the previous century. Back home on our farm in Indiana, there was no “world in our backyard.” Sure, we recognized that the United States was a “melting pot” of people from many lands and cultures, but most of them lived in large cities far away. The most diversity we enjoyed was driving an hour to the nearest Kmart or playing with the Amish children who lived on surrounding farms. But by and large, the people we knew were mainly folks just like us.

		At that time most of our exposure to the broader world came through the media. Of course, the sophisticates among us enjoyed “foreign” foods such as French fries, Swedish meatballs, Mexican tacos, and German sauerkraut! At high school we might have befriended an occasional exchange student. But our most meaningful contact with the world came when international missionaries spoke at church and visited our home. We juvenile Haggards gazed wide-eyed at their pictures and were amazed at their stories of foreign adventure. But they quickly went back to their distant fields while we went back to feeding the livestock, plowing the fields, and playing baseball.

		That insulated existence no longer exists for the vast majority of Americans. The old saying that “we are all missionaries” is truer than ever. Now, even if we live in Americas heartland, far away from the exotic coasts or major cities, we often encounter visitors and fellow citizens from the ends of the earth. In virtually every neighborhood and community, “the world” now lives next door, owns the restaurant at the mall, staffs the doctor’s office down the street, or studies at the school desk across the aisle. The taxi drivers and hotel workers we meet are often people who love freedom and opportunity, those who have left familiar surroundings to test their skills in a nation that gives them an opportunity to serve others with the potential of great reward.

		This gives us an unprecedented opening to spread the gospel on a daily basis to people of “every tongue and nation”—without having to go anywhere.

		Rajendra Pillai’s book Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard is the book our generation can use to build strong friendships with people from other countries and, during that process, to gain a hearing for why we believe in Jesus Christ.

		Increasingly, missiologists say that one of the more effective and efficient ways to get the gospel to the most secluded places in the world is to reach those who are visiting our nation to get an education. All of us who live near a university or a training center can help complete the Great Commission by simply becoming a host family to foreign students. Touch them with the love of Christ, and when they go home to a position of influence within their own communities, the warmth of Christ will go with them.

		No doubt God placed the vision for the message of this book in Rajendra’s heart while he was young. Born in India, Rajendra learned how to interact on a daily basis with the Hindus and Muslims in his Calcutta neighborhood. As a Christian he experienced firsthand what it feels like to be a religious minority. Now living in America, Rajendra’s sensitivity to the needs of individuals from other lands and cultures shows through on every page.

		Here is a sampling of the interesting and often surprising demographic facts on our changing country that you will discover in Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard:

		
				
				In many big cities and counties of the United States, it is not unusual to find residents from more than one hundred countries conversant in more than one hundred languages.

			

				
				Between 1990 and 2000, the number of foreign-born residents in the United States increased by 50 percent.

			

				
				More than one-half million foreign students are studying at U.S. colleges and universities.

			

				
				Islam is the fastest growing religion both in the world and in the United States. For example, in the Chicago area there are more Muslims than Methodists and more Buddhists than Episcopalians.

			

				
				In 2002 about sixty million internationals paid a visit to the United States.

			

				
				One in five of Americas schoolchildren speaks a language other than English at home.

			

				
				The majority (50 percent) of Arab Americans are Christian. Only 23 percent are Muslim.

			

		

		More important, however, Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard is not just statistics and analysis. It is a passionate cry for American Christians to join the cause of world evangelization by learning how to communicate with and love people from across the globe who now live in their ZIP code. An entire section of the book, a type of encyclopedia on how to relate interculturally, offers basic behavioral tips and simple language phrases to enhance communication with individuals from fifty-two nations—Algeria to Zimbabwe.

		In other informative passages you will learn—

		
				
				The seven signs of ineffective cross-cultural evangelism and the three elements of effective cross-cultural evangelism.

			

				
				The differences between “low-context” cultures like our own and “high-context” cultures found predominantly in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. (A person from a low-context culture depends primarily on words to communicate, whereas a person from a high-context culture is more influenced by gestures, eye contact, and body language.)

			

				
				Guidelines on relating to new arrivals to America—good, practical advice such as, “Above all, practice the universal code for instilling reassurance in a fellow human being: Smile!”

			

		

		In another section Rajendra provides a concise but helpful overview of how to interact with and present the gospel to followers of all major world religions.

		If you learn what this book teaches, the next time you encounter a person from a foreign land, you will have the basic tools to initiate a productive relationship. This could mean the difference between life and death for someone; the stakes are that high as we assist in advancing God’s kingdom on earth.

		Rajendra quotes a friend who wisely says, “People come to Christ best on the arm of a friend.”

		This book will help you become that friend to someone who needs the best news ever shared.

		—TED HAGGARD
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Before You Begin

			How to Use This Book

			A book of this nature obviously depends on scores of different sources. In preparation for writing the sections on various countries and religions, I consulted embassies, travel brochures, dozens of books, numerous magazine articles, encyclopedias, and people from those specific countries and religious backgrounds in order to present the most accurate information possible. However, I am aware that other pertinent details may exist that could make this material even more effective. If you know of any, please send them to me at the address listed at the end of this introduction.

			If you feel something stated in this book is not entirely accurate, please understand that the guidelines presented on different countries and religions are general pointers that apply in most cases. As you interact with people of other cultures and religions, you will find that those with varied life experiences approach customs and traditions differently. For this reason, I have provided the most commonly known norms. I would love, however, to hear about your own experiences.

			Throughout this book I refer to recent immigrants, foreign students, and tourists as internationals. Whenever you come across this term, keep in mind that it includes people who have only recently arrived in the United States. By recent, I mean within the last thirty years or so.

			I also want to mention here that the statistics in this book have been taken from The World Almanac and Book of Facts, 2002. Languages and phrases have been collected from hundreds of sources. If there are other common forms of greetings or if a better alternative to something mentioned in this book is available, I would be delighted to include them in future editions of this book. Also, in many countries the same word can be pronounced in a variety of ways in different parts of the country. I have included the pronunciation that, according to my research, is most widely used. For languages that use a non-Roman script—such as Chinese or Japanese—I have written the greetings as they would be pronounced. Translations of some phrases are not always literal—sometimes the closest equivalent of a greeting is all that can be provided. Keep in mind that your international friend may pronounce the same word differently. The idea is to build a bridge; just a sincere attempt on your part to speak the language will help create rapport and will mean a lot to your international friend.

			Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard is not intended as a theological debate on different religions or as a thesis on diverse cultures of the world. It is not a book on pluralistic issues, affirmative action, equal opportunity, or immigration policies, nor is it an exhaustive description or comparison of world cultures and religions. Rather, it is intended as a general reference guide for the busy Christian—a quick snapshot of various cultures and religions.

			My aim in this book is to encourage and motivate, equip and inspire Christians in this nation to share Jesus Christ with their international friends. My desire is that we would reach out and learn to relate to people whose ethnicity, culture, and religion is different from ours and that we would do this by being culturally sensitive and doctrinally pure. We can achieve this goal by knowing at least a little about the cultures and religions of those with whom we are attempting to develop relationships.

			Hopefully, this book will help you understand more fully that Christians have a vast new mission field in America that, until now, has been largely overlooked. Most of us find it difficult to relate to people of other cultures; we like being in our own groups. Yet the Lord has provided a ready harvest field right in our own backyard.

			As you begin, prayerfully read part 1, which provides helpful information on recent demographic changes, typical ways Americans react to internationals, and how best to become equipped to reach people of other cultures and religions.

			Then look up specific pointers under the country and religion sections to learn how to relate to a person from a certain background. The information in this book provides important, basic details. It is meant as a quick read—information you can review and apply right away.

			For those who are interested in learning about other cultures and religions in greater detail, a list of recommended resources is provided at the end of various sections throughout the book and in the bibliography.

			If the Lord births a desire in your heart to reach the internationals in your community, you might consider starting a ministry in your church. Suggestions are offered in the epilogue.

			My prayer is that our Lord may use Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard to inspire and equip you to reach people of other cultures and religions in this great nation. Please feel free to write to me about your experiences.

			—RAJENDRA PILLAI

			P.O. Box 255

			Clarksburg, MD 20871-0255
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Part 1

			America’s Greatest Opportunity
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		What’s Your Cultural Quotient?

		One of the most surprising things internationals experience in the United States is the apparent absence of world news. American newspapers, television, and radio networks operate primarily in a concentric circle—local news, state news, and national news, with very little space or time given to world news.

		This is surprising to internationals, because in most countries, people take pride in keeping abreast of world events or current affairs. In American society many media outlets promote themselves as the source “where local news comes first.” This has led to a degree of isolation from what is happening overseas and around the world.

		In many big cities and counties of the United States, it is not unusual to find residents from more than one hundred countries conversant in more than one hundred languages. If we are to reach these people for whom Christ died, we need to make an effort to learn more about them and their homelands.

		So here’s the fun part. I have designed a fascinating quiz that will take you on a whirlwind tour of recent U.S. demographic changes and of various world cultures you may encounter in your daily life. You won’t be graded on this, but hopefully you will find the information both interesting and eyeopening. After you’ve taken the quiz, check your answers against the key provided at the end of the chapter to see how well you did.

		TEST YOUR CULTURAL QUOTIENT

		
				
				The number of foreign-born residents in the United States has increased by what percentage between 1990 and 2000?

				
						
						10 percent

					

						
						24 percent

					

						
						32 percent

					

						
						50 percent

					

				

			

				
				According to a Council on American-Islamic Relations survey of mosques in the United States, what percentage of converts to Islam are white?

				
						
						4 percent

					

						
						13 percent

					

						
						18 percent

					

						
						27 percent

					

				

			

				
				In the United States, what is the average percentage of converts or brand-new Muslims in each mosque?

				
						
						5 percent

					

						
						10 percent

					

						
						15 percent

					

						
						30 percent

					

				

			

				
				What percentage of African American Muslims is connected to Louis Farrakhan’s Nation of Islam?

				
						
						less than 3 percent

					

						
						10 percent

					

						
						25 percent

					

						
						more than 50 percent

					

				

			

				
				According to the 2000 U.S. Census, what ratio of Americans are Hispanic, Black, Asian, or of two or more races?

				
						
						1 in 4

					

						
						1 in 8

					

						
						1 in 10

					

						
						1 in 17

					

				

			

				
				In 1999 most immigrants to the United States came from Mexico. Which country ranked second?

				
						
						China

					

						
						Philippines

					

						
						India

					

						
						El Salvador

					

				

			

				
				Most Arab Americans are:

				
						
						Muslims

					

						
						Christians

					

						
						Atheists

					

						
						members of orthodox religions

					

				

			

				
				The fastest growing religion in the United States is

				
						
						Christianity

					

						
						Hinduism

					

						
						Buddhism

					

						
						Islam

					

				

			

				
				The statement “Most Arab Americans were born in the United States” is:

				
						
						True

					

						
						False

					

				

			

				
				What is the average number of Muslims associated with a mosque in the United States?

				
						
						less than 100

					

						
						600

					

						
						1,100

					

						
						more than 1,600

					

				

			

				
				In 1999 how many international visitors (tourists, business people, etc.) visited the United States?

				
						
						less than 10 million

					

						
						20 million

					

						
						30 million

					

						
						nearly 50 million

					

				

			

				
				How much did these tourists spend, and how many American jobs were supported by their spending?

				
						
						$11 billion/210,000 jobs

					

						
						$27 billion/330,000 jobs

					

						
						$53 billion/560,000 jobs

					

						
						$75 billion/1.1 million jobs

					

				

			

				
				In 1999, 32.3 million people in the United States were classified as poor. Most of these people were

				
						
						Asians

					

						
						Whites

					

						
						Blacks

					

						
						Hispanics

					

				

			

				
				What ratio of Americas school-age children speak a language other than English at home?

				
						
						1 in 5

					

						
						1 in 10

					

						
						1 in 20

					

						
						1 in 50

					

				

			

				
				The 2000 Census allowed respondents to select more than one race for the first time in U.S. history. How many people selected more than one race?

				
						
						1.1 million

					

						
						2.3 million

					

						
						4.7 million

					

						
						6.8 million

					

				

			

				
				Between 1990 and 2000, the number of Asian Indians (who are mostly Hindus) in the United States grew to a record 1.6 million. This reflects a growth of

				
						
						25 percent

					

						
						50 percent

					

						
						75 percent

					

						
						100 percent

					

				

			

				
				According to the 2000 Census, how many states now have a white minority?

				
						
						0

					

						
						1

					

						
						2

					

						
						3

					

				

			

				
				More than one-half million foreign students are studying at U.S. colleges and universities. Which country sent the largest number of students in 2000?

				
						
						China

					

						
						India

					

						
						Brazil

					

						
						Canada

					

				

			

				
				What percentage of people currently entering the American work force are women and minorities?

				
						
						35 percent

					

						
						45 percent

					

						
						55 percent

					

						
						85 percent

					

				

			

				
				What should you never give as a gift to a Hindu?

				
						
						a carving knife

					

						
						a leather wallet

					

						
						a folding umbrella

					

						
						chocolate-chip cookies

					

				

			

				
				What should you avoid serving to a Buddhist who comes to your house for a meal?

				
						
						stir-fried carrots, broccoli, and water chestnuts

					

						
						beef stroganoff

					

						
						chicken casserole

					

						
						egg-noodle soup

					

				

			

				
				Between 1990 and 2000, the number of people who called them-selves Christians in the United States

				
						
						remained the same at 91 percent of the total population

					

						
						decreased 9 percent from 86 percent to 77 percent of the total population

					

						
						increased 10 percent from 80 percent to 90 percent of the total population

					

						
						increased 1 percent from 85 percent to 86 percent of the total population

					

				

			

				
				Suppose your new neighbors are from China, and you want to build a relationship with them. You decide to take a meal and a gift to them—but what gift must you avoid giving?

				
						
						a fruit basket with apples, oranges, and bananas

					

						
						a box of chocolates

					

						
						a Mickey Mouse clock

					

						
						a set of good quality pens

					

				

			

				
				Brazilians don’t like being called:

				
						
						Hispanics

					

						
						Brazilians

					

						
						South Americans

					

						
						Americans

					

				

			

				
				A gentleman from Egypt has just arrived in the United States. He steps into your church out of curiosity, so you introduce yourself and start talking to him. Suddenly, you notice he is standing very close to you and leans right over your shoulder as he talks to you. What should you do?

				
						
						Back ff.

					

						
						Stay where you are.

					

						
						Tell him he is standing too close.

					

						
						Lean over his shoulder when talking to him.

					

				

			

				
				You meet an Indonesian family. They have a cute eight-year-old boy. What must you never do when greeting the child?

				
						
						Say hello in English.

					

						
						Shake hands with the child.

					

						
						Pat the child’s head.

					

						
						Lightly touch the child’s cheeks.

					

				

			

				
				Suppose a foreign student named Muhammad has just arrived in the United States from Saudi Arabia with his wife and three kids. You get to know them, and they invite you over to their house. Which of the actions below could greatly offend your new Saudi friends?

				
						
						offering to remove your shoes before you enter the house

					

						
						talking about Saudi culture

					

						
						showing a thumbs-up gesture when you agree with something

					

						
						inviting them to your house for dinner

					

				

			

				
				You are invited to the home of Chinese friends. You attempt to eat with chopsticks, which is greatly appreciated by your Chinese hosts. After the meal, what is the proper way to put the chopsticks away?

				
						
						Place them on the table.

					

						
						Place them parallel on top of the bowl.

					

						
						Cross them and place them on top of the bowl.

					

						
						Drop them to the floor.

					

				

			

				
				When eating with an Asian Indian, you should avoid

				
						
						talking

					

						
						drinking water

					

						
						using your left hand

					

						
						using your fingers to place food in your mouth

					

				

			

		

		BUILDING BRIDGES

		So how did you do? As you go through this book, you will learn more about the interesting customs and traditions of people of other cultures and religions. The fact is, as we move toward a more multicultural society, we need to be aware of what might offend or insult someone from another culture.

		People from other cultures who live in the United States realize that Americans may not know their customs and traditions, and they are usually eager to talk with us about their ways of life. Many of these people don’t know the Lord. As Christians, it is important for us to build bridges to those who feel alienated and misunderstood, for these are often the least-evangelized people groups in America. Jesus built bridges to the bypassed people groups of His time—tax collectors, lepers, prostitutes, Samaritans, poor people, and so on. Should we do any less?

		
			Answers to Quiz

			
					
					d—50 percent. There were 20 million foreign-born residents in the United States in 1990. This number reached 30 million by the year 2000.

				

					
					d—27 percent

				

					
					d—30 percent. Based on a study by the Council on American-Islamic Relations of over 1,200 mosques in the United States.

				

					
					a—less than 3 percent

				

					
					a—1 in 4

				

					
					b—Philippines

				

					
					b—Christians. More than 50 percent are Christians. Only 23 percent are Muslims.

				

					
					d—Islam

				

					
					a—true

				

					
					d—more than 1,600. Based on a study by the Council on American-Islamic Relations of over 1,200 mosques in the United States.

				

					
					d—nearly 50 million

				

					
					d—$75 billion/1.1 million jobs

				

					
					b—Whites. Sixty-eight percent of all poor people were white.

				

					
					a—1 in 5

				

					
					d—6.8 million

				

					
					d—100 percent

				

					
					d—3: California, Hawaii, and New Mexico

				

					
					a—China

				

					
					d—85 percent

				

					
					b—a leather wallet. Hindus consider the cow to be a holy animal. They don’t eat beef, and devout Hindus avoid using leather products, especially since most are made from cowhides.

				

					
					b—beef stroganoff. Buddhists don’t eat beef. Keep in mind that some Buddhists are vegetarians so (c) and (d) will also apply in those cases.

				

					
					b—decreased 9 percent from 86 percent to 77 percent of the total population

				

					
					c—a Mickey Mouse clock. Clocks are associated with funerals.

				

					
					a—Hispanic. Hispanic literally means “Spanish speaking,” and Brazilians speak Portuguese. They are linguistically and culturally different from people of all other Latin American countries.

				

					
					b—stay where you are. Egyptians have a much smaller “personal space” than Americans. Backing off is a mistake; your Egyptian friend will simply step forward to close the gap.

				

					
					c—pat the child’s head. The head is considered sacred by Indonesians and should never be touched (not even to pat a child).

				

					
					c—showing a thumbs-up gesture when you agree with something. The thumbs-up gesture is considered very offensive in Saudi Arabia.

				

					
					a—place them on the table. All others are signs of bad luck and will offend your Chinese hosts.

				

					
					c—using your left hand. The left hand is considered unclean in India and in many other countries. Always use your right hand for eating as well as for receiving and giving things.
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		America’s Greatest Opportunity

		You have new neighbors who just moved into a house next door. Their skin color is different from yours, they speak a different language, they eat different kinds of food, and their voices resonate with a thick foreign accent. You know they aren’t Christians because they have portraits of their gods hanging on their walls. As a Christian you want to establish a friendship with them and tell them about your faith in Jesus Christ.

		But how?

		THE DEMOGRAPHICS

		According to the U.S. Census Bureau, more than thirty million people presently living in this country were born outside the United States. Approximately 44 percent of them arrived during the 1990s. Furthermore, the U.S. Department of Commerce estimates that more than fifty-six million visitors and tourists came into the United States in the year 2000, fueling a $100 billion tourism industry. The number of visitors was estimated at nearly sixty million in 2002. There are also about one-half million foreign students in the United States, many from countries that have traditionally resisted the gospel.

		In the Chicago area there are more Muslims than Methodists and more Buddhists than Episcopalians. While the number of people from other religions has grown exponentially, the number of Christians has declined. The United Methodist Church has declined almost 24 percent since 1965. The number of Episcopalians has decreased by 36 percent.

		In 2000 the Council on American-Islamic Relations conducted a survey of more than twelve hundred mosques in the United States. The survey revealed that 30 percent of Muslims in America associated with these mosques were converts. What percentage of Christians in an average church are converts? I don’t have an exact figure, but I suspect it is far less than 30 percent. A full 27 percent of those Muslim converts were whites, breaking the stereotype that most Muslims in America are African Americans.

		The number of people who call themselves Christian has decreased 9 percent since 1990, from 86 percent to 77 percent of the total population.* About sixty-five million people in America do not consider themselves Christian. Even among those who call themselves Christian, many are nominal in their beliefs, not having a full understanding of what it means to be truly saved.

		Many churches are losing members. Those that are gaining members are increasing more through the migration of Christians from other churches than by making new converts. Perhaps it is not so stunning to hear Robert C. Neville, dean of the Boston University School of Theology, say in the Boston Globe that “Christendom has collapsed.”

		IS THERE A PROBLEM?

		Many Christians don’t want to acknowledge that there may be a problem. Many of us are happy with our snug, predictable suburban lives, where we fulfill our religious responsibilities by attending church once a week. Churches across the nation are hurting because only a miniscule percentage of their members want to get involved in any way other than showing up for the weekly service. This often leads to the problem of overworking those people who do volunteer. They in turn become burned out and then don’t want to get involved again. So the vicious cycle continues.

		A Christian lady once told me, “You have to be very careful about getting involved in the church. Once you volunteer for something, you are stuck with it for life.”

		Is this the kind of devotion we have for the Lords work? Pastors and church staff struggle constantly to operate ministries for which church members are not willing to volunteer. Sure, I believe strongly in leading a balanced lifestyle—but most, if not all, Christians can get involved in at least one ministry in their church. What a remarkable place the church would become if this were to happen!

		Furthermore, many of us are so uncomfortable about sharing the gospel—especially with people of other cultures and religions—that we are content to live with the lie that evangelism is the job of the pastor and the church staff. Some of us are even embarrassed to talk with others about Jesus. Yet Jesus made it clear that if we are ashamed of Him and the gospel now, then He will be ashamed of us throughout eternity. (See Mark 8:38.) The Enemy has done well in deceiving us; let’s not allow him any more ground.

		We must view people from other cultures and religions as exactly what they are without Christ: eternally lost. Those of us who call ourselves Christians have a Christ-ordained mandate and obligation to take the gospel to them. However, for most of us, this is easier said than done.

		
		THE COMMUNITY THEY SEEK

		
		
		
		SEVEN SIGNS OF INEFFECTIVE CROSS-CULTURAL EVANGELISM

		
		
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
			

		

		A FOUNDATION FOR EFFECTIVE CROSS-CULTURAL EVANGELISM

		
		
		
		
		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		
		
			
		

		
		BE AWARE OF “DIVINE APPOINTMENTS”

		
		
		
		
			When Sharing Christ with Internationals…

			
					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

			

		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		WHAT DO YOU DO FOR A LIVING?

		
		
		
			
			
		

		THE FISHERMAN ON WITNESSING

		
		
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
			

		

		
		BUT SHOULDN’T THEY BE THE ONES TO CONFORM TO Our CULTURE?

		
		
		
		
			
		

		
		AMERICA: A MELTING POT?
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