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Is there a hell then?
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I began writing this book with a singular focus: to share a profound experience I had while I was in Jerusalem. It wasn’t a passing thought; it was more a moment when I suddenly felt that I understood something that is very important to me. A moment where my eyes opened to a spiritual promise of hope I'd never fully grasped. The sheer, overwhelming love and joy I felt then compelled me to capture it within these pages. As many writers discover, the initial spark often ignites a narrative that blossoms organically. Before I dive into my Jerusalem experience, I felt it was important to first address the topics of death and the fiery abyss. You might wonder why I would focus on death and hellfire. The clearer we grasp the predicament we all face, the more profound and beautiful the salvation from Hellfire becomes. The stark reality is that we all face mortality. For many, what lies beyond the grave remains a mystery, a matter of hopeful, yet uncertain, speculation. 

I can only imagine that you, like me, have grappled with other people’s visions of heaven and hell. Some wonder if these realms are even real. Theories abound, painting pictures of what these destinations might be and what they represent. These notions, often steeped in gut feelings and lacking concrete proof, paint vivid images. For many, hell is a searing inferno of fire and torment. Some people picture hell as the final resting place for souls stained by wickedness, an eternal, agonizing consequence for unrepented evil. This perspective suggests God relies on the terrifying thought of hell to enforce devotion. Is that assumption correct? The frightening thought of hellfire gives us more than goosebumps; it  can be a terror settling in our gut. We anxiously search for answers, our minds churning with the image of hell painted by imagination and tales. Does hell truly burn with an inferno of agonizing screams and the acrid stench of sulfur? Is hell really what some people say it is? The image of such a place, people burning in never ending agony, flashes in our mind, a stark contrast to the peace we all crave. The very idea of our loved ones, their laughter silenced, their love extinguished, being in such a terrible place sends a shiver down my spine, I’m sure it does for you too. We absolutely cannot bear to think of them in a place like that. I’m trying hard to imagine the peace and joy we’ll have in heaven, knowing our children may be suffering for eternity in a burning hellfire below. I understand that orthodox Christianity teaches about a place of eternal suffering. Because some of the scriptures I quote in this book may not align with the orthodox view, I might be labeled a heretic. However, when it comes to Christ's love and our salvation through Him alone, I am not a heretic. I am a Christian who seeks truth in the Bible, God's word. Throughout history, the Christian church has been a site of both conflict and progress. Many have been branded heretics for not fully conforming to the orthodox view, leading to divisions and schisms within the church as people dared to challenge it. The separation of Catholicism and Protestantism, and the division between the Eastern Orthodox and Western Roman churches, are just a couple of examples. Amazingly, there’s a conflict between church tradition and what's expressed in scripture. I believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ and look to His words for truth. Jesus said;


ESV John 14:6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 


My life has been dedicated to the pursuit of truth, always focusing on the words of Jesus. I hope that in this book, you will find answers to your long-held questions—answers that may bring you peace of mind and comfort.

I'm sure you've seen artists renditions of this place of suffering called hell; unsettling canvases depicting fire and brimstone and the burning heat of eternal flames. Think of the artwork titled “Dante and Virgil in hell,” painted by William-Adolphe Bouguereau, or Jan Van Eyck's “The Last Judgment.” Why, I wonder, would anyone choose to paint the searing heat of a fiery hell, complete with demons tormenting the poor souls trapped below? I suspect some individuals might twist the grim imagery of hell, a place conjured from the primal fear of punishment, to manipulate others. Some people have experienced a place like hell on earth. Survivors of the WWII blitz recall the sky ablaze with fire, the air thick with the acrid stench of smoke and dust, and the deafening roar of bombs. War is a true “living hell.” Those who've endured any war, or the gnawing ache of profound suffering, paint similar pictures of hell on earth. 

Where does this disturbing English word “hell” spring from? Its roots lie in the ancient Germanic word “helle,” and the Old Saxon word “hellia,” which literally means a “concealed place.” These words echo the Old Norse word “hellir,” meaning a cave or cavern, hinting at the origin of the concept of hell residing in the grave, a dark, hidden abyss. We instinctively picture hell “below” and heaven “above,” a stark contrast. Which would you choose? Sorry! no need to ask.

Our time on Earth is brief, like a fleeting spark that's snuffed out at death. Those who believe “this is all there is” urge us to cherish every moment, thinking that soon everything will disappear – no more thoughts, no soul, just nothing. I find this grim perspective profoundly unsettling. Is there a spirit in everyone? To adequately convey my thoughts and feelings about the spirit within each person would demand a whole book. Frankly, the widespread concept of hell is depressing. Science offers no answers in our quest for concrete answers to the profound questions about life after death, and the spirit's journey. Therefore, we must turn to the only source capable of illuminating truth about the soul, death, and the afterlife: the Holy Bible. The book's title, "Saved from Hellfire," prompts a deep dive into the Bible to uncover truths and challenge ingrained misconceptions within some of the church teachings. When translating certain original Hebrew and Greek words, Bible translators often opt for the English word “hell.” However, the original words carry distinct meanings, thankfully devoid of any depiction of sinners enduring eternal torment. Many people have felt heavy with years of ingrained belief. I know that many who open this book have been lectured about a burning hell, and lived all their lives under the terror of eternal flames, the fiery images seared into their minds. But my resolve is firm. I will plunge into the original texts, the very bedrock of scripture, seeking their true meaning. Instead of clinging to the interpretations of translators sometimes clouded by unseen biases. I hope to release the assumptions that have long held us captive. This book isn't about pronouncements of who is right or wrong, but a sincere endeavor to let the Bible itself illuminate its own truths. The Bible references three distinct concepts of “hell,” which we will explore. Within the Hebrew Torah, or Old Testament, “hell” is translated from the Hebrew words “Sheol” or “Qabar”. In the New Testament, three Greek words are translated as “hell”: they are “Hades”, “Gehenna”, and “Tartaroo.” Let’s dig in to the original words. 
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Old Testament Hebrew.
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What is the Hebrew word translated to our English word hell? The Hebrew word is “Sheol.”

Sheol, frequently interpreted as hell, isn’t a location of endless torment and punishment. The Bible does not describe the Spirits of the deceased experiencing punishment in Sheol. Christians today are familiar with the idea of heaven and hell, which seems to be largely derived from pagan beliefs rather than the Bible. The Bible does not contain the expression “heaven and hell.” In the Bible, it’s always “heaven and earth.” Might the meaning of the term “Sheol” have been misinterpreted? The King James Version consistently translates Sheol as hell. I’m sharing a single verse from the Book of Psalms in the King James Version of the Bible.


KJV Psalm 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 


The word hell is translated from the Hebrew word Sheol. Interestingly modern Bible versions translate this same word as grave, or reproduce the Hebrew word Sheol as it is in the original text. For example in the English Standard Version we find this translation.


ESV Psalm 9:17 The wicked shall return to Sheol, all the nations that forget God. 


To both ancient and modern Jewish scholars, the word Sheol is referring to the grave. Although there are some who suggest it “may” mean more than burying the body: for example the place where the soul goes after death. However we see a consistency when the Bible talks about heaven and earth, never heaven and hell. Interestingly in the Old Testament God gives the people a choice, what is that choice? Is it a choice between heaven and a burning eternity in hellfire? check it out for yourself. 


ESV Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live.


There are the only two options God has given humanity; life or death. Never a choice between life, or burning alive in hell forever. Besides the Hebrew word Sheol, we find another Hebrew word for grave, “qabar” or “qebûrâh.” This word is explained by Abarim Publication on Hebrew words. Quote;


“The verb (qabar) occurs all over the Semitic spectrum, always meaning to bury. In the Bible it's used in all expected ways, always of human burials”


According to the Jewish website, “The Torah.com”, the Jewish people also debate the meaning of Sheol. Here is a quote from the Torah.com.

Quote.  “Sheol and its synonyms, “pit,” “chasm,” and “oblivion,” was the fate of all people upon death. The wicked were sent there early, while the righteous were rewarded with a long life. During the Second Temple period, the negative attitude about death and Sheol develops into a concept of post-mortem punishment and eventually hell.”

Notice this negative concept of Sheol “developed,” it does not appear in the scriptures. 

The Hebrew Bible, the Torah, does not offer
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