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Introduction

The front of a book has a few pages that Pooh thinks aren’t very useful. For instance there’s a page of teeny-tiny writing, with all sorts of words and numbers on. Nobody reads that page during story time. And there’s another page that tells you the name of the book, as if to say, ‘Have you forgotten what was on the cover already?’ It also tells you who wrote it and who drew the pictures, which is all very well, but really all we want is to get to the stories.

But what I like about the front bits of a book that you don’t always bother with, is when there’s a map … When there’s a map, I do bother with it. In fact, I spend a great deal of time bothering with it. I look at it before I read the book and wonder about the places shown and whether the stories will take me there. And I look at it again when I’ve been to those places, and I’m very pleased that there is a map to help me find my way to them again.

Christopher Robin once drew a map of the Hundred Acre Wood and Mr Shepard helped. That is a very good map, but because Pooh Bear and his friends are such Great Adventurers, Pooh wanted to add some more places to it. Mr Burgess helped, and you’ll see the new map at the very front of this book. It’s shown again at the back, just in case. We hope you like it and never get lost.

J.R.
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Chapter One in which Pooh has a lucky day


One morning, Winnie-the-Pooh woke up with a tingling feeling in his toes that told him Something Good was about to happen. Pooh wriggled his right foot, and then he wriggled his left (or it might have been the other way round, because his feet liked to play a game of swapping about, so he was never quite sure which was which).

‘I think …’ said Pooh to himself, very seriously. But then he stopped, because anyone will tell you that it’s very hard to think a Good Think when you haven’t had any breakfast. After a largish first breakfast, and a substantial second breakfast, the Think turned into a Thought.

‘I think …’ began Pooh, again, ‘that I should go out and see what Everyone thinks.’ And feeling very proud of being such a Decisive Bear, he set off.

Now, if you’ve met Winnie-the-Pooh before, and most likely you have, because he’s the sort of Bear who likes to be met, then you will know who Everyone is. If you haven’t, then you won’t. They are an unlikely group of friends. Some live high off the ground, like Owl, and others live under the ground, like Rabbit. Everyone else is found somewhere in between, and they are Piglet and Tigger and Kanga and Roo and Eeyore and … well, there are Rabbit’s Friends and Relations, too, but we simply haven’t the time to discuss them now. There is also Christopher Robin. He’s special because he has a proper telescope that pulls in and out and which sees as far as the stars, and none of the others have one of those.

[image: ]
As Pooh was walking along, looking for Everyone, to see if they had that tingly toes feeling as well, he noticed something very peculiar. It was the bees. A whole buzzing crowd of them. But instead of doing what bees normally do; bothering your ears and nose and making you blink at the sun as you look up at them, these bees were much more in the business of bothering Pooh’s feet.
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‘Perhaps,’ said Pooh, to nobody in particular, ‘they are looking at my tingly toes and wondering what the Something Good will be.’

‘Clover,’ said a voice from high above Pooh’s head. ‘Of the genus Trifolium, to be horticulturally accurate and exact,’ the voice continued.

‘Tri what?’ asked Pooh. ‘Oh, it’s you, Owl,’ he added, spotting his wise friend sitting on a branch nearby. ‘I thought it would be, with all those long words and whatnot. Anyway, Owl, do you know why these bees are so toe-bothery today?’ he added.

‘As I said,’ replied Owl, a little impatiently. ‘Clover. Even a Bear of Very Little Brain should know that …’ And here he stopped and spoke very slowly and loudly. ‘Bees like clover. Clover grows on the ground. The bees are flying close to the ground.’ And quite exhausted by the effort of having to explain in such short, simple sentences, he put his head under his wing and instantly fell asleep.

‘It’s the clover,’ said Pooh to Piglet, who had just arrived.

‘It’s the clover,’ he said again to Kanga, who wasn’t far behind them.

‘Clover! Clover!’ chanted Roo in delight, as he ran around in dizzying circles.

‘That’s right, little Roo,’ said Pooh, very pleased to have had something to explain.

‘Be careful of the bees, Roo dear,’ cautioned Kanga. ‘Remember what we say? Bee good, Bee-have and then the bees won’t make you Bee brave.’

Just at that moment, Christopher Robin came into sight, and Pooh was about to tell him about the clover when Christopher Robin said, ‘Have you found one yet?’

‘One what?’ they all asked.

‘A four-er,’ Christopher Robin replied, and seeing the puzzled looks on all their faces, he sat in a patch of sunshine and told them all about clover. ‘It is not only bees who like it, adventurers and discoverers also do, because anyone fortunate enough to find a clover with four leaves will have incredibly good luck!’

Now that Christopher Robin had explained that to them, it made perfect sense that the thing they all wanted to do most urgently was find a lucky four-leaf clover.

‘Found one! Found one!’ squealed Roo, after just a minute of looking, but it turned out that Roo had only just started to learn his numbers.

‘He’s very good with one and two,’ said Kanga, proudly. ‘Three is a little more difficult and we haven’t got further than that. But for his age,’ she explained, ‘two is very good indeed.’

The others all agreed. Kanga had told them many times before that Roo was Remarkable for His Age and so they knew it had to be true.

All this time, Pooh had been nose down looking at the ground in a studying way that he had never done before. What he had always thought was just green grass was in fact the most beautiful carpet of clover, and every clover, as far as he could see, had three leaves. Dotted throughout this sea of green were little white flowers nodding in the gentle breeze. Christopher Robin had said that four was the lucky number, so Pooh kept looking and counting, and counting and looking, until he was feeling quite light-headed.

He was just about to give up, when a honeybee came to land on one of the flowers right by Pooh’s nose. The honeybee was doing a special kind of dance and Pooh wondered if it was trying to tell him something. And then he saw it … right next to the bee was a clover, and this clover didn’t have three leaves like all the others. It had four! Pooh counted again, just to be sure. And then again. And again. And each time he counted, the answer was the same. He had found a four-leaf clover!
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He was just about to call the others
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