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Celebrating the Spirit of Children: Stories of Inspiration and Achievement

[image: image]


TINA KHATRI

Innocent, darling, full of energy and hope are those beaming faces with a soft jaw-line and glittering eyes. Celebrating this magic of innocence and a blessing of continuity of life in the form of children, we bring you stories of young, talented, inspiring and sweet children in our special Children’s Day edition.

Children’s Day has been celebrated in India on Nov 14 since 1964 to commemorate the birth anniversary of our first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru.

So, recognizing the reason he drew inspiration and felt motivated by children, we will introduce some bright students. 

Overcoming their fear of change, children leave behind the safety of their homes and fly into the world of knowledge at school. Following are stories of students who took this flight and set an inspirational record for others to follow. 
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Musical journey of passion & resilience
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[image: Mansi Pandey, student of PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya No.1 Indore
]Mansi Pandey’s musical journey is an inspiring story of determination and passion. Born visually impaired, Mansi has had a profound connection to music from a young age, often stopping her cries when she heard songs as a toddler. She began playing the Casio keyboard at 12, learning under the guidance of her guru, Shri Gautam Kale. At just 10 years old, she performed in front of the Chief Minister and was awarded ₹1,25,000 for her talent.

Mansi has participated in prestigious competitions like Awaaz Indore Ki, Golden Awaaz (Delhi), Hunarbaaz, and Sa Re Ga Ma Li'l Champ 2018 (Top 30 Kalinga Round), proving her resilience despite her visual impairment. She was also the runner-up in Suron Ka Eklavya (Season 2). Now a student at PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya No.1 Indore, Mansi continues to pursue her dreams with unwavering determination, inspiring many with her extraordinary talent and courage.
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Young Innovator with Big Dreams
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[image: Avika Dubey,  class 7 student at C M Rise Ahilya Ashram No 1 Girl's Higher Secondary School, Indore]
Avika Dubey, a class 7 student at C M Rise Ahilya Ashram No 1 Girl's Higher Secondary School, Indore, is a bright and promising talent. Daughter of Lalit and Gouri Dubey, Avika excels both academically and in extracurricular activities. She has earned accolades in various competitions while representing her school. Passionate about painting, drama, and model-making, Avika recently created a detailed model of SpaceX's Falcon 9 and Super Heavy Booster, which has been widely praised. Known for her cooperative nature and willingness to help others, Avika aspires to serve the nation by passing the civil services examination in the future.
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From shy student to confident achiever
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[image: Dakshita Jain, Class 7,  The Niranjana School, Indore]
Dakshita Jain, a bright and determined class 7 student at The Niranjana School, Indore, has undergone an inspiring transformation since joining in 2021. Once shy and self-doubting, she has blossomed into a confident and accomplished individual.
Excelling academically, Dakshita secured first place in both the IEO and IMO Olympiads, showcasing her academic prowess. Her English language skills have also flourished, enabling her to express herself confidently.

Beyond academics, Dakshita actively participates in extracurricular activities, demonstrating leadership in events like the MUN competition and The Asia’s Largest Secondary School Career Counselling. Her involvement in yoga competitions has further instilled the value of physical well-being.

Her love for reading, especially Geronimo Stilton, has grown, alongside a curiosity for scientific concepts nurtured by the school’s practical learning approach. 
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Changing the world, one step at a time
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[image: Manveer Pratap Rathore, class 10 student, The Emerald Heights International School, Indore]
Manveer Pratap Rathore, a class 10 student of The Emerald Heights International School, Indore, is on a mission to inspire others, just as his seniors once inspired him. As a proud member of Team India Debate's top development squad, Team India Orange, with a selection rate under 1%, he has represented India at prestigious events like the UPenn and Doxbridge World Schools Debating Championships. He also excelled at the Prague WSDC, consistently defeating teams like England and Pakistan, and was crowned champion and top 10 speaker at the International Competition for Young Debaters by the Oxford Union.
Now, as co-vice captain of the Emerald Heights Debating Society and a prefect for the MUN Club, Manveer mentors over 100 juniors, guiding them towards success. His passion extends beyond debating, as he uses his skills to educate over 300 underprivileged individuals on judicial knowledge and raise awareness about Muscular Dystrophy. Recognised by Muniversiti and featured in 20under20, Manveer continues to inspire his community with every podium he steps on.
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A Rising Literary Talent
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[image:  Daisy Mangal, Class 11, New Digambar Public School, Indore]
Daisy Mangal, a Class 11 student, is a talented author and illustrator with a growing reputation. Her first book, Live Out of Suitcase, earned her recognition as a Published Author and Silver Star Author. Her second book, Ram-Ayan - Our Journey of Life, reinterprets the ancient teachings of the Ramayana in a modern context. Both books showcase her storytelling skills, complemented by beautiful handmade illustrations.
Daisy has also earned All India Rank 13 in the APJ Abdul Kalam Annual Essay Writing Competition and holds a diploma in numerology. Her work continues to impress and inspire, and her journey as an author is just beginning.
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A Passion for Social Causes
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[image: Khanak Hajela, Class 12, Delhi Public School, Indore
]
Khanak Hajela, a Class 12 student, has been an active member of the NGO Aanandam since 2019. She is a skilled Kathak dancer and has organized two charity shows to raise funds for old age homes and orphanages. In addition to her dance work, Khanak has a YouTube channel focused on financial literacy, where she posts episodes every Friday. The channel has gained recognition from the India Book of Records and Asia Book of Records for reaching significant milestones.
Khanak is also a Brand Ambassador for the Government’s Beti Bachao Beti Padao campaign, raising awareness about social issues in both urban and rural areas. Her efforts continue to make a difference, and she remains committed to her mission of empowering others.
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