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The Great and Abominable Church
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Revelation 18

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.

4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

Suppose the great and abominable church is a financial entity and a world bank. The harlot extends her influence and trade with the wicked spreading over the waters. All nations of the earth trade through her commerce deals locking them to her and stealing them away from devotion to their own, sovereign countries. These businesses chase the excitement of profits and indulge themselves in the spoils of wealth while neglecting their own wives. The family receives no wealth or jobs from the disloyalty of the husband as he enjoys the glamour and riches he shares with the harlot. The wife is ignored and her pleas unheard or unheeded. The harlot has no respect for the wife and continues to take all the family wealth and jobs.

The harlot loves gambling and invites all nations to her derivatives clearing house. Trillions of dollars of derivatives must clear the house. There will be a winner and a loser to every contract transaction. There are filthy deals and treachery in the several transactions. The derivative acts like a financial cancer transferring real assets and wealth into the hands of the 10 large corporations that own 85 percent of the wealth.

The harlot practices usury. Rapid debt and high interest rates are a form of usury and a financial burden allowing the harlot to grow rich and increase her influence across the waters. The Lord will bring judgment upon the wicked. The wicked will be used to destroy other wicked. The wicked will not live—they will not survive.

Ezekiel 18

13 Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him.

The harlot has many idols she forces her people to worship: technology , crypto-currency and artificial intelligence idols. The nations go whoring after these idols. The four billion innocent and poor people of the Earth are exported inflation, and they spend 65 percent of their earnings just for food.

Secularism is both aggressive and sexually immoral. Secularism seeks to engage in all of its perverse views of exploitation.

D&C 29

21 And the great and abominable church, which is the whore of all the earth, shall be cast down by devouring fire, according as it is spoken by the mouth of Ezekiel the prophet, who spoke of these things, which have not come to pass but surely must, as I live, for abominations shall not reign.

The great and abominable church will fall, and its fall will be in an hour. All commerce will cease. All the societies’ deceit and corruption will come to an abrupt halt. The trigger event will be a great earthquake, and soon after, the return of the City of Enoch. 

Eventually, the aftermath of a coming collapse will follow the current expansion, which has been going on since June 2009.

Central banks took the pressure off with money printing, zero interest rates, currency swaps and other guarantees behind the scenes, but the underlying imbalances remain.

Debtors hate deflation because they are repaying with expensive money. Likewise, during inflation, they are paying back money with diluted money with less buying power. During inflation, it hurts less to pay down debt. During inflation, you’re paying back with dollars of less value than you those you initially borrowed.

The righteous will be armed with righteousness and power against the great and abominable church as it fights against the Lamb of God and His church. The wars will destroy the abominable church. The wrath of God will be poured out against the abominable church.

1 Nephi

14 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory.

The federal reserve system is the Gadiantons’ main method of controlling and impoverishing the masses. They print up lots of dollars when they want to inflate the system and tempt people into taking on greater and greater levels of debt. Then when people are overextended, they stop printing money and allow a wave of deflation to crash the markets. A debt-based system can’t sustain the debt service payments without constantly printing more money because there literally aren’t enough dollars in the economy to service the debts, like home mortgages for example. As the money-printing stops, the economy swiftly sops up the available cash in the system, and fewer and fewer dollars exist in the system to service the existing debt. So people literally can’t make their payments and end up losing their homes or other debt-backed purchases. Because there are insufficient dollars for spending in the system, values for those assets go down, wiping out the equity people thought they had and were counting on. A person that had worked for 15 years to pay off a mortgage can literally see that equity disappear and the house go back to the note holder to satisfy the debt. Their home was just deliberately robbed from them. It’s a spoil that is then owned by no less than the federal reserve—a private bank that is no more federal than Federal Express. It’s just a name.

Once the assets get shuffled back into the hands of the elite through this ruse, they start printing dollars, again and the process begins all over again. They create a false sense of prosperity when they print and a false sense of poverty when they stop printing. It’s a revolving door scam. 

We deserve what we get for allowing the constitutional protections God caused to be raised up be replaced by an arm-of-flesh system that can so easily impoverish and enslave the people. It is leaving us all as paupers and serfs in the land our forefathers fought to make free. It isn’t free. We have allowed Gadiantons to get above us and have not awakened to our awful situation as Ether warned us in the Book of Mormon. 
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Sabbath Observance Is A Sign
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The sabbath is a sign to the Lord we desire to delight in what He delights in. We need to be the kind of person that delights in sabbath day worship and learning. If we don’t yet delight in the sabbath, we can work piece by piece until the sabbath is a day we look forward to.

Isaiah 58

13 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:

14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

The sabbath is a foreshadowing and type of the Millennium. Men will be focused on doing the work of salvation and temple work during the Millennium. The spirit of Elijah will be felt by the saints. The sabbath is a sign to the Lord how we feel about Him. 

Exodus 13

13 Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you.

The sabbath is a time to remove ourselves from Babylon and be sanctified by the Lord. It is a time to remove ourselves from the influence of idol worshipers.

14 Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 

Ezekiel 20

16 Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols.

The death penalty reflects the level of accountability expected by the people. The Lord’s laws were not to be mocked, and His judgments on the matter were severe in the Old Testament. The accountability must match the desired blessings of observance. A full measure of sanctification must create joy and delight by the observer. Did the ancient House of Israel have a greater capacity to observe the sabbath day than those in our day? 

The law can be severe. If one kills with intent and malice, he could face the death penalty. God and government have the power and authority to take life. In the Law of Moses, the sabbath was the Lord’s day. The sabbath day was not to be stolen from the Lord. Jesus corrected the interpretation of the law by the Jews explaining that the sabbath was for man to do good and not to pursue his own interests. Jesus explained the sabbath was for man. The harsh punishments were to stop theft. David ate temple bread needing food. Jesus’ disciples ate corn on the sabbath performing work to husk it. Jesus correctly explained the sabbath was not to be used as a weapon to judge others. Jesus healed a man on the sabbath and advanced the work of His father.

Alma 42:13–24 

Justice is an eternal law that requires a penalty each time a law of God is broken. The sinner must pay the penalty if he does not repent (Mosiah 2:38–39; D&C 19:17). If he does repent, the Savior pays the penalty through the Atonement, invoking mercy (Alma 34:16). 

Ezekiel 18

4 The soul that sinneth shall die.

Mosiah 2

38 Therefore if that man repenteth not, and remaineth and dieth an enemy to God, the demands of divine justice do awaken his immortal soul to a lively sense of his own guilt, which doth cause him to shrink from the presence of the Lord, and doth fill his breast with guilt, and pain, and anguish, which is like an unquenchable fire, whose flame ascendeth up forever and ever. 
39 And now I say unto you, that mercy hath no claim on that man; therefore his final doom is to endure a never-ending torment.

Alma 34

16 And thus mercy can satisfy the demands of justice, and encircles them in the arms of safety, while he that exercises no faith unto repentance is exposed to the whole law of the demands of justice; therefore only unto him that has faith unto repentance is brought about the great and eternal plan of redemption.

Jesus can pay the penalty cost for our transgression when we repent. We do not have the right to let others ruin our belief in God. We do not have the right to ruin the belief of others. We must set boundaries with penalties to ensure our safety and escape madness and fear.

The Lord always lets people experience the consequences of their choices. The Lord respects the people’s right to choose. The Lord cannot reward wickedness. Neither can the Lord force us to be loyal to Him. These are all free choices for us on Earth.
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Joseph Sold Into Egypt—Prototype of Christ
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Joseph was son of Jacob and Rachael. He was a visionary youth. Jacob loved Joseph realizing he was highly-favored of the Lord. There seems to be jealousy among “sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah” with Joseph. Joseph reported the evil to his father. The jealousy among the brothers increased towards Joseph because of his integrity and his favor by his father. Jacob gave Joseph a coat of many colors as a sign he was the birthright son—the chosen one of Israel. Joseph was the son to whom the priesthood rights of presidency would be given. Joseph would be the savior to the family. Jacob loved Joseph, and his brothers hated him. Joseph was a visionary man and a seer. In vision, he saw his brothers bowing to him.

Genesis 37

7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

Joseph’s brothers were proud and contemptuous about Joseph’s dream of presiding over them, and they hated him. The same was true of Nephi’s brothers who hated him for being the birthright son in the Book of Mormon.

Joseph, a prototype of Christ, in his reply to his father, Israel, to his request to join his brothers at Shechem “Here am I.”

The brothers saw Joseph approaching and conspired to slay him saying a predator killed him. Reuben argued not to kill Joseph but cast him in a pit, and there was no water in it. It sounds like the pit was a well. Judah wanted to profit from it and convinced the brothers to sell Joseph to the Ishmaelites, relatives from Abraham. Joseph was taken into Egypt for twenty pieces of silver. Israel wept for the loss of his son and would not be comforted. Israel announced he would weep all the remaining days of his life.

Genesis 39

2 And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.

The Messiah was born a Nazarine and began His ministry to the Jews. The Messiah would be treated as an outsider to the Pharisaical law. The Messiah would not be able to establish His covenant and protection for His people. He would weep the future persecution and tragedies inflicting His people. However, the Jews will be restored in the last days, and the Messiah will return to save His people. The Jews wanted a Messiah who would save them from their oppressors, the Romans. 

200 million soldiers will come up against the two prophets with power like Elijah to call down fire from heaven to cleanse the wicked with power. They would be like Moses to bring plagues and giant hail stones on the offending troops. Six sevenths of the army will be destroyed by the two prophets. The remaining army will manage to kill the two prophets, and their bodies will lay in the streets for three days. On the third day, they will be resurrected. The arch-tyrant will then move with his army to deliver the death blow and massacre the people of God. They will flee out of the city through the golden gate. The Lord will come walking on the air, and no weapon will be able to hurt Him. His foot will touch the Mount of Olives, and it will cleave in half. The people will pass by like their ancestors did through the waters of the Red Sea on dry land. They will escape their enemies. The Messiah will have saved them from their enemies. Good will have prevailed over evil. The Messiah will have demonstrated his arm is mighty to save. The oppressor will die. The people of God will have no reason to fear. The Jews will be restored into House of Israel. Angels and celestial beings will teach them the Messiah’s gospel. The great work of the Millennium will begin for a thousand years. 

We are powerless to save ourselves. Only Jesus Christ has the power to save our souls. It is His great work and His glory to save souls. We depend upon the power of Christ to perform miracles in His name. Our faith in Christ makes possible His purposes for those to whom mercy is to be extended.

The Jews will ask what the prints of the five spikes are in the Messiah’s hands and feet. Jesus will tell the Jews His wounds were given Him in the house of His friends. They will then weep as if they had lost their first born.

Moses understood Egypt’s cries as the destroying angel took the first born of the Egyptians. Jesus’ death upon the cross was painful to Heavenly Father. Jesus was the first born spiritually and the great I Am. He follows the will of the Father in all things. Jesus supported the great plan of the Father. He taught the plan to His servants, the prophets, and they recorded the great plan in the scriptures.

Joseph presented himself to the best of his ability to pharaoh before giving interpretation of the dream. Joseph prophesied that seven years of plenty would proceed seven years of famine.

Genesis 41

30 And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;

Pharaoh gave Joseph leadership authority over a fifth part of Egypt. Joseph began gathering corn and storing it during the years of plenty. Pharaoh realized Joseph had the spirit of the Lord. The pharaoh gave Joseph authority over his house. Joseph became second-in-command over all of Egypt. Joseph was given a wife, and they bore two sons: Ephraim and Manasseh.

Genesis 41

45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphnath-paaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath, the daughter of Potipherah, priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.

The famine waxed strong, and Joseph sold corn to the Egyptians. All countries came to buy corn. Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt to buy corn, but they did not recognize Joseph, the governor. Joseph called his brothers spies through an interpreter. A brother must stay and be bound until Benjamin the youngest returns. Joseph restored their money in the sacks of corn. Reuben offered Israel the lives of his two sons for Benjamin if he does not return.

Genesis 42

19 If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses:

Genesis 43

5 ...Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you.

Judah offered his soul for Benjamin if he does not return Benjamin. Israel said to take presents and offer double money for the corn and allows the brothers to take Benjamin to Egypt.

The brothers are invited to dine with Joseph. The brothers fear they will become bondsmen because of the money found in the sacks of corn. 

Genesis 43

26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the earth.

All the brothers bow before Joseph as was prophesied by him. Joseph ate bread with his brothers. The Egyptians were not present because they could not eat bread with the Hebrews. Benjamin was given five times the portion compared to his brothers. Joseph gave his brothers corn, but a silver cup with the seer stone is placed by the servants in Benjamin’s bag. 

Genesis 44

16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord’s servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is found.

22 And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father would die.

33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his brethren.

Judah, who profited from the sale of his brother, Joseph, would claim, “We are just men.” Joseph’s servant had placed the golden cup and seer stone in the bag of wheat. Joseph then revealed himself to his brothers.

Genesis 45

4 ...And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

Christ will bear His holy arm to the world and reveal Himself as the Messiah, Savior of all mankind. Christ will reunite with the House of Israel like the bride and bridegroom; a union of love and restoration. 

The Jews in the last days will return to Israel. They will remember the Messiah and desire Him. They will prepare for the return of the Ark of the Covenant and rebuilding of the temple. The temple will be built in the pattern described by Ezekiel. The Levites will make an offering in righteousness to the Lord. The holy temple will be a light set on a hill. It will be built in Bethel (which means House of God) where Jacob wrestled an angel like the sumo in Japan. Bethel was consecrated as a land for a temple and Holiness to the Lord. The Dome of the Rock mosque and other holy places in Jerusalem may remain untouched. A pattern of peace will be demonstrated by the Messiah, and men will have free choice to worship according to the dictates of their conscience. The Law of God will be read aloud by the Levites again in the holy temple. Zion will begin to grow in the holy city starting at the temple. The spirit of Elijah and the gathering of Moses will be realized by those in mortality and in the spirit world. The power and sanctification of the spirit of the Lord will be in abundance among the people of God, the House of Israel.

Judah said to Joseph, “We are men of integrity.” Judah did not know Joseph the Governor was his brother. Joseph was testing his brothers’ reaction to an unfair situation: the golden cup placed in the grain by the servants of Joseph. Joseph had to fight back the impulse to reveal who he was to his brothers. He wept in silence. 

The words, “I can change,” mean everything. Repentance happens immediately. Don’t delay the day of your repentance.

Joseph, like both Nephi and Christ, was envied by a brother who was jealous of him for his birthright status. One of his brothers wanted to rule over the family rather than preside and provide in righteousness. Joseph being sold into Egypt provided a way to save the family from famine. Christ’s mortality and death provided His atonement, providing a means to escape spiritual famine and physical death. Nephi became king of the Nephites and presided in righteousness preventing war and unnecessary bloodshed. Jesus taught men how to endure unjust persecution and overcome the world. The Messiah brought peace during a time of bondage and chaos imposed by the world and Rome. Christ brings us to the Father and provides immortality and eternal life. Joseph restored the family’s well-being and brought them into his kingdom, providing refuge and comfort. All three improved upon their situation and circumstances to advance the purposes of Heavenly Father. Jesus is the King of this world given stewardship by His Father. Pharaoh gave Joseph stewardship over the kingdom of Egypt. Nephi was the first king of the Nephites. All men will bow before Christ. Joseph’s brothers bowed before him. We look to Christ as our living water and bread of life. Joseph provided corn or food for a price. Likewise, we repent as our price for forgiveness and salvation. 

We are all being proven to see if we will be valiant. During this time, it seems like the Lord is distant or unfamiliar. When we prove ourselves to be just men, the Lord shows Himself, and we are proven true. Christ does love us. We can feel His love. This is the spirit of Elijah to turn the hearts of the children to their fathers and the fathers to their children. Can we give our life’s interest to do the work of salvation for our ancestors? The Lord will preserve us in hard times so we can return home to the celestial kingdom.
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The Time of Man
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Ezekiel saw the time of the ox, respecting the Law of Moses, and sacrifice a preparatory time; and the lion representing the empire of Great Britain and colonial conquest; and the time of the eagle representing America’s republic constitutional power, a time of prosperity and light; and finally the time of man, the rise of secularism, the worship of the creation of the things made by man.

Ezekiel 1

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.

Compare this to the imagery of Ezekiel 10:

14. ...and every one had four faces: the first of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.

The seventh seal signifies a sabbath or sanctification of man. The Earth enters its millennial cycle, and Christ returns to reign as King of Kings. The rebellious and evil servants of Satan are burned by the fire and judgment of God. Christ destroys the wine press. Red symbolizes God’s judgment and justice on the wicked and rebellious followers of Satan. The wine press represents the oppression and pressing nature of humanism, materialism and secularism.

1 Nephi 13

34. ...I will be merciful unto the gentiles in that day, insomuch that I will bring forth unto them, in mine own power much of my gospel, which shall be plain and precious, saith the lamb.

The world has endorsed secularism. Secularism’s root philosophy is criticism. Criticism means to tear at flesh. Criticism is designed to inflict mental, emotional and physical pain. If secularism becomes the dominate religion of men, then its leaders will be like Roman czars, and they will rule over the masses with meanness and cruelty. The Roman elite oppressed the poor, and they worshiped opulence and decadence. The symbol of the power and control was the cross where all who opposed Roman dominion were cruelly displayed in an torturous manner. Life would be very difficult in a secular environment.

In the end of the sixth day, man was created, and God sanctified man. On the seventh day or seventh seal, God will complete the salvation of man and likewise sanctify the Earth. The sanctifying of Earth will be the receiving of its paradisaical glory. The Earth will return to a terrestrial state like the Garden of Eden. The final state of the Earth will be to become a celestial Urim and Thummim. The Earth will enjoy peace, light and intelligence for all eternity. The Earth’s mission will be completed with honor and exactness, the purposes of God. The Earth’s mission was to provide a place for men to be tested if they would be faithful and true to the Lord and a place to be free to act and not be acted upon. The reward will be the glory of God and eternity in His presence. Earth will become a training place for exalted beings before they depart to create worlds and systems of their own. The Earth will be celestialized and become a giant Urim and Thummin; a sea of glass with eternal power.

The sabbath is a holy day. It is a day reserved to focus on God and for man to rest from worldly cares. We eat the sabbath meals with reverence to God. We start by praying and offering thanks for deliverance and offer acknowledgment to His divine role and character. We express love to God. We spend the sabbath serving others and praying for light and truth. 

The Millennium is a sabbath. We complete temple work for our ancestors. The Lord will heal the money, and the constitution will be upheld to all nations. The invitation for Elijah to sit at the table has been replaced with the spirit of Elijah to fill our homes with joy, safety and comfort. We feel the riches of eternity as we complete temple work. We never need to feel fear or loneliness with the spirit of Elijah. This is a pearl of great price. We go and sell all that we have and purchase the pearl of great price. The Lord’s spirit is in our hearts, and we rejoice.

The glory of the Millennium is possible because of the pure olive oil pressed in Christ’s atonement. The atonement of Christ is in everything good for man. The atonement is much more than just payment for sin. All good things come from Christ. Christ’s sacrifice went far beyond just redemption from sin. It made possible for the city set on a hill for all the world to see. All nations will come to Zion and learn the temple laws and enter into covenants. Some will gain audience with the Messiah. He will dine with them and share His love for them. To be in the presence of Christ is to be validated as important and understood in a brilliant and profound way never before experienced. Even your cells will rejoice to be in the presence of such a marvelous being of glory.

The Millennium is a time of redeeming and restoring of all things lost. Families will raise children who died early in life. Celestial beings will walk and talk with mortals with social interactions which are familiar. We will learn more about the kingdom of God through our conversations with them .

What does it mean to seal? It means to bind in heaven as we do on Rarth. 

What was the wise purpose for the Lord to bring the family of Lehi and Ishmael to America? 

1 Nephi 19
3 ...and also for other wise purposes, which purposes are known to the Lord.

I think the wise purpose was to establish a land where the laws of God could be learned and obeyed without prejudice. America would be a land where people would be free to pursue their religious beliefs without fear of imprisonment, heresy or fear of death. America would be a land where the laws of God through obedience would result in the greatest wealth creation economy in history. The prosperity cycle states when a people is obedient to the commandments of God, they will prosper both spiritually and physically in the land. For the House of Israel, the Lord will be their God and they will be His people. The Lord will be their light and guide through living prophets, seers and revelators made possible in the restored church, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

In 2019, a hinge point like a surgery turning point was realized. The apostles were at the dedication of the Rome Temple. The apostles and prophet would recap to the world the experiences they felt as the holy temple was dedicated to all the nations they visited. There was a powerful spirit witnessed by those attending the 3 temple dedication sessions. 

The hinge point represented a time when the church established among the Nephites reached a size where they could continue forward in righteousness or fall into apostasy. Alma gave up the judgment seat to preach the word of God attempting to preserve the people of God. We are at a hinge point in terms of growth. Will we believe in miracles and have faith to receive them? Will we do more for the good of man because of righteousness? It is not enough to just know truth; we must do something with the truth we know and be Christ-like.

Rev 12:1 and 1 Nephi 14:27 And there appeared a great wondering heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. 

On Sept 23 2017, Jupiter had been in Virgo 42 weeks. The Virgo constellation had the sun on her shoulder and the moon under her feet. Leo was twelve stars above Virgo. Jupiter would be the son, the king planet. The child represents the church of the Lamb of God. The woman represents the kingdom of God. As the child grows, he becomes the kingdom of God.

We can be grateful that the Lord will restore the plain and precious truths of the gospel. We will experience the love and understanding of Christ, and our hearts will love Him. Just as we adore a lamb, His kindness and strength will be a joy to us as Satan rages. We will look to Christ in every thought. We will come unto the Savior and be saved. He is the way, and His name and infinite atonement redeem us. Man. The revelator saw the salvation of man through the Savior who is plain and precious to us. We love Him because He first loved us. There is one great Shepherd over all the Earth, and that is Christ. Salvation is made possible through the covenants. We walk the covenant path back into the presence of God, the creator of heaven, the Earth and the universe.
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The Stick of Joseph and the Stick of Judah
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Ezekiel 37

19 Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand.

The stick of Joseph is the Book of Mormon. Mormon, one of the last Nephite generals, was a descendant of Nephi, son of Lehi. Lehi was a descendant of Ephraim. son of Joseph sold into Egypt.

The stick of Judah is the Bible. Judah was one of the twelve tribes of Israel. The Jews descend through the tribe of Judah. Through the lineage of David, king of Israel, the law giver would be born—the light of the world—the Messiah. Jewish scholars canonized the Bible. The words of the prophets and apostles were recorded and then canonized into holy script.

The Book of Mormon is a second testimony of Christ’s mission, gospel and Messiahship. On the mouth of two or more witness the truth shall be established. The law requires two or more witnesses to establish the truth. The Book of Mormon gives an account of Christ’s dealings with the inhabitants of North America; whereas, the Bible gives an account of the people in Israel and the old world. The Book of Mormon tells the story for four groups of people: the Mulekites, the Nephites, the Lamanites and the Jaredites. Both books testify that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah of the world.

Both the Bible and the Book of Mormon teach that God loves liberty and that slavery is against the order of heaven. Man’s destiny is not to be a slave to another. Man has a right to life, liberty and ownership of property. Man should be fairly paid for his labor. Man should have the right to vote for elected officials. 

The Book of Mormon contains stories of the fight for freedom and liberty. Why were the Lamanites so desirous to gain control over the Nephites and plunder the resources of the Nephites? Why did the Lamanites believe enslaving the Nephites would lead to a better life? Slavery does not work because it lacks the incentive structure for high levels of creativity, innovation and productivity. The price of idleness is bondage and unrighteous domain.

The exodus from Israel was a sovereign act of God. The liberation of the slaves required authority from God to not be mass murder.

1 Nephi 13

23 And he said: Behold it proceedeth out of the mouth of a Jew. And I, Nephi, beheld it; and he said unto me: The book that thou beholdest is a record of the Jews, which contains the covenants of the Lord, which he hath made unto the house of Israel; and it also containeth many of the prophecies of the holy prophets; and it is a record like unto the engravings which are upon the plates of brass, save there are not so many; nevertheless, they contain the covenants of the Lord, which he hath made unto the house of Israel; wherefore, they are of great worth unto the Gentiles.

The Bible contains the word of God given by inspired men called prophets, called by God to deliver His word, commandments, judgments and admonitions to the House of Israel. 

24 And the angel of the Lord said unto me: Thou hast beheld that the book proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew; and when it proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew it contained the fulness of the gospel of the Lord, of whom the twelve apostles bear record; and they bear record according to the truth which is in the Lamb of God.

The Bible testifies of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. All the prophets testified of the Messiah, His laws and expectations, and His love for the people. Many plain and precious truths were removed by the great and abominable church, creating a stumbling block.

The Bible was published for our time. King James I published the King James Version of the Bible. We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly. Joseph corrected many errors in his translation of the Bible through the gift and power of God.

Ezekiel 37
26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.

27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

1 Nephi 13
40 And the angel spake unto me, saying: These last records, which thou hast seen among the Gentiles, shall establish the truth of the first, which are of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and shall make known the plain and precious things which have been taken away from them; and shall make known to all kindreds, tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God is the Son of the Eternal Father, and the Savior of the world; and that all men must come unto him, or they cannot be saved.

The Book of Mormon restores truth, and it gives a more complete view of the gospel of Christ because it restores the plain and precious doctrines and miracles of the Lord that have been lost. We can feel the love of God by reading the Book of Mormon.

Satan does not teach that a man can receive revelation. One of the first evidences was the Korihor account in the Book of Mormon. Korihor taught, “Ye cannot know what ye cannot see, therefore, ye cannot know there is a Christ” (Alma 30:15). Korihor then argues that a man cannot prophecy of future events when he says, “No man can know of the things to come.” (Alma 30:13) Joseph Smith experienced the same anti-Christ doctrine, shortly after the first vision. 

Joseph was excited to tell his clergy friend about the first vision and fully expected the event to be accepted as a great breakthrough. Instead, the man said, “There are no more revelations,” and the visitation could not have been of God. The word was static and of no private interpretation; pervasively rejecting the idea of modern revelation. As a result, Satan desired to create a feeling of hatred and bitter persecution against the followers of modern revelation in a spirit reviling of the truth. Every means was used to discredit the Prophet Joseph’s account of seeing God the Father and the His Son, Jesus Christ. Both good and evil were spoken about Joseph Smith. Some said he was a great theologian, and others said his claims were not true. One fact remained from the debate: a new American Religion had emerged.

Joseph did not accept the logic that modern revelation was impossible. He said later, “I saw two personages and they did in reality speak to me, and though I was hated and persecuted for saying that I had seen a vision, yet it was true.” The truth has great power. It can repulse away deception and lies in the modern world. The truth has power to heal us and set us free from from the bondage of ignorance and myth.

Paul admonished believers in the word, that doubting men would say that the things of God were foolish. However, in the decree that modern revelation is foolish, Isaiah prophesied, the “Things of God are foolish to men,” yet a “Marvelous work and a wonder is about to come forth.” The marvelous work and a wonder is the Book of Mormon. The translation and distribution of the Book of Mormon was the greatest gift of mercy outside of the atonement of Jesus Christ. We should praise God every day that we have the Book of Mormon to defend our spirits.

Through the power of revelation, Joseph saw the place where the gold plates were deposited. The vision was detailed enough that a year later, he walked to the location and found the stone box, gold plates, urim and thummim, the liahona or directors and the sword of Laban. He was forbidden to touch the plates until a later time.

Through revelation, an ancient prophet of the Book of Mormon named Moroni described great desolations, famine, sword and pestilence in our day. We are currently faced with sovereign countries on the verge of bankruptcy; governments shutting down because of lacking funds to operate; currency warfare causing dollar devaluation; stock and bond market crashes due to over-speculation and gambling; high unemployment due to heavy taxation and regulation costs; expensive food and services cost due to inflation; military conflicts in Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Bosnia, Gaza and Syria. Great insect plagues occurred during the dust bowl of the great depression and could return.

Satan’s kingdom will not prevail long term. The Aaronic Priesthood has returned with power to overthrow his kingdom. In May 1829, the Aaronic priesthood was restored. John the Baptist, the mighty disrupter of the devil’s kingdom, said, “I confer the priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering of angels and the gospel of repentance.” Family power, family aid, and angelic help would be available to the holders of the Aaronic Priesthood. The force will be a turning point, as young men go out into the world to preach the gospel of mercy and truth; they have power to teach the gospel of repentance. A priest can baptize. The bishop is the president of the Aaronic Priesthood. Teachers and Deacons presidents have priesthood keys for their quorums and hold the responsibility to make sure there are no contentions, backbiting, lies, or evil speaking among the membership.

We need to listen carefully when a bishop speaks and write down his invitations and counsel, then pray, think, and ponder about his words. A bishop watches over the flock; he watches for patterns of concern or praise; he sits as a judge in Israel; he administers to the poor and needy; he receives revelation as needed for the ward or branch, both temporally and spiritually, nonmember or member; and he encourages his congregation to achieve peace through obedience to the commandments. The duties of a bishop also include: guarding against apostasy; encouraging the rich to give generously of their excess; reviewing members for eligibility for temple covenants, baptism; arranging for civil marriages between a man and a woman.

A bishop watches over the widows, the sick and suffering, and the hungry and naked in his ward – both members and nonmembers. A bishop reaches out to the poor through fast offerings, providing life-sustaining relief. This is an act of mercy and an extension of the great atoning sacrifice. A bishop leads the effort to bring the elect into the fold and provides missionary leadership as a prime example.

A bishop holds priesthood keys of revelation for his ward. He magnifies his priesthood keys as a process of revelation by teaching “the plain and precious things” or truths and “warning and exhorting” individuals towards repentance. Nephi taught the great and abominable church, whose head was the devil, removed the plain and precious things during the apostasy.

A stake president holds keys of revelation for the members and non-members within his stake boundaries. He is entitled to know the mind and will of God for the stake. He is the president of all within the stake bounderies. He is the president of the high priests in the stake. He holds keys to delegate structure and tasks and to administrate programs and policies of the church in the stake. A stake president sets apart a bishop and receives accounting of the individuals in his stake. He conducts personal priesthood interviews with his bishops and elders quorum presidents on the needs of individuals in his stake.

A stake president is called because of his great faith to this holy calling by revelation. He teaches peace; he speaks the truth; he discerns between good and evil; he encourages honesty; he interviews for individuals desiring marriage, missions, temple attendance, school and membership. He teaches the word of God and helps his stake to “be just”. He encourages the payment of tithes. A stake president guards against pride, popularity, power and admonishes individuals for more humility to the Lord. A stake president promotes temple work; counsels the wards and branches on administration issues and true doctrines; administers relief during periods of distress to prevent panic. 

Satan wants fear, panic and haste. It is during periods of distress that Satan promotes the doctrine of survival of the fittest.

A general authority is a worker of righteousness. Alma says, their “garments washed clean through the blood of the lamb.” How is this possible? Christ is both the Great High Priest and the Sacrificial Lamb. He cleanses His servants through their obedience and sacrifice, then His servants experience the “rest of the Lord.” General authorities administer over: tithes, church buildings, temples, schools. They safeguard against apostasy and error. They regulate the policies and programs of the church.

Peter restored priesthood keys to Joseph Smith. The president of the Church received all the keys of the priesthood and was authorized to exercise them. The twelve apostles received and possess all the keys, but they exercise them only upon request from the president. The important concept to ponder is the difference between the authority and the power of the priesthood. The power of the priesthood requires exercise, faith, and assertion. It requires magnification or revelation to act properly in God’s name in administering His kingdom.

The prophet and general authorities are prophets, seers, and revelators. They witness of Christ; they teach the doctrines of the atonement, creation, salvation and repentance. Alma said, “Now they were ordained after this manner—being called with a holy calling, and ordained with a holy ordinance. ...after the Order of the Son of God.”

The prophet holds temple authority closely. Temples operate directly under the authority as the prophet. He is responsible for dedicating and consecrating the temple land; he knows that angels watch over the temples; he safeguards the sacred ordinances of the temple. Temples are places where the new and everlasting covenants are restored. The blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are established as an everlasting promise. Temples are necessary places of refuge during the spiritual war with Satan.

Temple attendance and ordinances are the key to one’s salvation. The power of godliness is revealed in temples. The Melchizedek keys to the mysteries of God are realized. “Ask God to understand his mysteries; through the spirit, he will teach you with clarify, the truth”, “pray with real intent and you will receive the correct thoughts, impressions, and insights to find the truth”, “the experience of revelation is peaceful, intelligent, and powerful.” One who receives revelation is one who is filled with love.

We can conclude, “Heavenly Father’s wisdom is superior to the wisdom of Satan.” The devil lied about the nature of revelation. The devil lied when he said we prosper according to our genius, and we do not need revelation.

We do need revelation. We do need prophets and apostles. We cannot survive without the wisdom and revelation of God to help us both spiritually and temporarily. Love does matter. Priesthood is eternal. Truth has power. We have a divine purpose. We can reject Korihor’s claims that man flourishes by “the management of the creature.” We flourish through obedience to God’s commandments.

The wicked will not go unpunished. The judgments of God will fall on the wicked. All the martyrs who have demanded justice since the beginning of time will be heard and receive a fair measure of justice and declare the Lord’s justice is fair and His exercise of His judgments on the wicked, just. The wicked will experience the punishment and justice of God.

Most of the judgment and wrath will not exceed the boundaries of spiritual symbolism enumerated by spiritual laws/promises/and covenants. Suppose John the Revelator was telling us higher laws of obedience apply for protection against the wrath of God. Protection against destruction is not coincidental. For example, the children of Israel had to smear lamb’s blood above their doorposts to avert death by the destroying angel as it passed by. Next, presuppose that only law can save us from wrath and that compliance to the law provides mercy through the atonement. Second, presuppose that the law creates a spiritual boundary and that the punishments of God do not extend their boundaries. Next, assume that the law cannot be compelled but must have an enticing spirit encouraging saints into the true spirit of worship. The Church of Christ will not drive away the weak but hopefully convert them to the sheep of the fold.

High ranking angels will depart the temple in heaven and bring seven plagues on the wicked; the banners of heaven are terrible in the sight of the wicked; the devil will be cast down into an endless and eternal pit with his sealed followers; at least a part of the judgment will be self-inflicted as the wicked destroy the wicked in a nuclear holocaust; the other portions of destruction are cataclysmic in nature as returning Earth fragments cause massive geological transformations and an enormous earthquake; the saints will continue to be spared as they gather physically into Zion, the Holy City. Its forced exodus will be caused by the arch tyrant who actively seeks the destruction of the saints; heavenly angels will descend and protect a significant portion of the saints from destruction; resources will be plentiful until political interruptions cause scarcity; almost all commerce will be disrupted by the heavy fighting caused by scarce resources: food, shelter and money, and this disruption will affect agricultural production. One thing that is perfectly clear from revelation is that God will bring retribution to the devil’s servants, and as a result, he is currently calling the wicked servants to repent and stop hating Him and cease from their works of unrighteousness. Christ can save some of them from destruction. The war in heaven may extend to such a degree that even the enemies may be convinced to follow Jesus and cease from rebellion and abandon accusation. Hence the power of reason and the convincing power of God’s reasoning.

John the Revelator testifies that Christ was resurrected; Christ is the judge and lawgiver for this world; Christ atoned and suffered for our sins; and Christ provides the gift of immortality for all men and eternal life for His chosen. John’s description of the City of Enoch opens a tremendously rich vision of a massive cube structure; the vision further demonstrates command over the elements as each of the twelve levels of the city are composed of a very rare material; and suggests that the kingdom of God on Earth will be accepted by the kingdom of heaven; Christ will reign as King in the City of Zion; and Christ’s glory will transform the Earth and usher in a era of light and truth.

Is the message of the Book of Revelation to watch and be prepared? Is there anything we can do to stop the judgments? Or should we be looking forward to the Earth receiving its paradisiacal glory? We start with the basics: attending church and being watchful and thoughtful. It is important not to only talk about important things but to do them. A man can be of few words but of plentiful acts of service and be considered more valuable than a library of words. Beautiful speeches inspire, but actions change lives. Commitments to act and serve sanctify the individual and provide deeper understanding of the ways of God.

Can our works save us? It is a vain sectarian doctrine that grace or mercy will save the individual without law. It is true that salvation comes through the Lord; Christ works His salvation through the priesthood; and priesthood authority means the power to act in the name of the Lord; all thing whereupon the Lord’s servants have pronounced are in full force, in time and throughout eternity; and so we should feel the desire to participate frequently in the saving ordinances and live faithfully to the teachings and doctrines established in the Lord’s church and avoid becoming entangled or engrossed in the fornication and adultery of Babylon.

Revelation teaches the importance of faith. Often when we see the destructions enumerated in Revelation it discourages us. Maybe all we can do is pray. Maybe we should pray and fast many times for strength, understanding and direction. We cannot sell the gospel; it must be felt and desired by those seeking the truth. The literal grace of God is manifest in the countenance of the repentant individual. Hope is what the gospel is all about, especially in a time of despair.

The devil has numerous and plentiful pitfalls disguised as philosophy, mathematics, science, news and doctrine. There seems to be no end to the deceptions and confusion the adversary can generate. Perhaps fasting and prayer are purifying processes, and these offerings are a symbolic way of saying, “Thank you for my life.” 

The temple is a place where the Lord can come to restore that which was lost. 

D&C 124
28 “For there is not a place found on earth that he may come to and restore again that which was lost unto you, or which he hath taken away, even the fullness of the priesthood.” 

1 Ne 15:5 In the Book of Mormon, speaking of the Gentiles in the latter-days , the covenant will be restored. The restoring of the covenant can be heard in the Kirkland temple dedicatory prayer. 

D&C 109
4 “We ask thee O Lord, to accept of this house, the workmanship of the hands of us, thy servants, which thou didst command us to build. For thou knowest that we have done this work through great tribulation; and out of our poverty we have given of our substance to build a house to thy name, that the Son of Man might have a place to manifest himself to his people.” 

Temples are associated with the dwelling place for Christ. Temples are filled with the glory of the Lord and His spirit. Such was the account of the House of Israel during the dedication of the Temple of Solomon.

Paul said to the Corinthians, “Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for the dead?” Baptism is necessary for man’s eternal salvation. How great will be our joy with these individuals for whom we do the work.

Jesus said, “Verily, verily I say unto thee, except a man be born of the water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” John 3:5

Baptism for the dead is an ordinance performed in the holy temples. D&C 124:29-30 “For this ordinance belonged in my house” and concerning the dead, “for their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation” and we cannot be made perfect without completing their ordinance work.

D&C 124: 37-39 Washings are not acceptable unless performed in the temple.

The endowment provides power necessary to overcome all things. D&C 38:32, “Wherefore, for this cause I gave unto you the commandment that ye should go to the Ohio; and there I will give you my law; and there you shall be endowed with power from on high.”

The Prophet Joseph Smith received revelation, June 22, 1854, that the elders are to receive an endowment in the House of the Lord.

The Lord instructed the brethren the endowment was necessary to overcome imperfections and gain a fuller understanding of our duty. D&C 105:10 “that they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the
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