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    A sweeping vision of unity and renewal invites readers to see individual devotion and shared life drawn into a single, expansive purpose that reframes identity, ethics, and hope for a community in the making.

This volume presents the Epistle to the Ephesians as rendered in the Weymouth New Testament in Modern Speech by Richard Francis Weymouth, a British scholar. First published in 1903, the translation belongs to an early twentieth-century effort to convey the New Testament in clear, idiomatic English. Ephesians itself is a first-century Christian letter, traditionally attributed to Paul the Apostle and associated with believers in and around Ephesus in Asia Minor under the Roman world. Approached in this translation, the letter’s structure moves through praise and prayer into practical exhortation, blending theological reflection with guidance for everyday conduct and communal life.

Readers will encounter a balanced blend of doctrinal meditation and pastoral counsel. The mood is exalted yet intimate, aiming to lift the imagination toward a grand horizon while speaking to ordinary practices of faithfulness. Weymouth’s approach favors straightforward phrasing and a natural cadence designed for public reading and personal study. The voice is earnest and clarifying, seeking to communicate the meaning of the Greek text in the plain, current English of his time. The result is a work that feels at once dignified and accessible, ideal for readers who want a flowing, unencumbered presentation of the letter’s thought.

Central themes emerge with clarity: a calling that shapes personal identity, the unifying work commonly associated with Christ’s reconciling mission, the formation of a people marked by grace, and the growth of maturity within a community. Ephesians explores how divisions can be overcome, how alienation yields to belonging, and how purpose takes root in a shared life. It also contemplates a wide scope for redemption, connecting ordinary decisions with a larger, cosmic framework. The letter invites readers to consider what it means to live worthily of a calling, and how belief translates into sustained practices of love, wisdom, and perseverance.

For contemporary readers, these pages speak to urgent questions: Who are we, and what holds us together across differences? How can communities embody reconciliation rather than rivalry? Ephesians offers a vision in which grace frees and forms, guiding conduct in relationships and public life. Without relying on technical jargon, the letter encourages integrity, gratitude, mutual care, and resilience. Its reflections on belonging, vocation, and hope can strengthen readers seeking a steady compass amid social fragmentation, inviting them to reimagine responsibility not as burden but as participation in a larger good.

Weymouth’s translation is part of a broader historical moment when English Bibles increasingly strove for natural speech and readability. His rendering of Ephesians aims for clarity without excess ornament, allowing the argument to unfold with momentum and coherence. The sentences track the letter’s transitions from contemplation to exhortation, helping readers follow shifts in emphasis and tone. While modern readers may notice period diction, the overall effect remains lucid and measured. This makes the translation suitable for those approaching the text for the first time as well as for seasoned readers comparing English versions to sharpen understanding.

Approached devotionally, the text invites slow reading, attentive to its rhythms of blessing, intercession, and instruction. Studied analytically, it rewards attention to its repeated motifs and its movement from identity to practice. In either mode, Weymouth’s Modern Speech rendering provides a transparent window into the letter’s overarching vision: a people summoned to unity, strengthened in hope, and guided into concrete expressions of love. The experience promises both intellectual engagement and spiritual encouragement, offering a durable resource for reflection, discussion, and growth within personal faith and the shared life of a community.
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    This volume presents the Epistle to the Ephesians in modern English, conveying a letter attributed to Paul to the believers in and around Ephesus. It opens with a greeting and a doxology praising God for every spiritual blessing in Christ. The letter outlines God’s eternal purpose: believers are chosen and destined for adoption, redeemed through Christ’s blood, and forgiven, all by lavish grace. A revealed “mystery” discloses God’s plan to bring everything in heaven and on earth under Christ’s headship. The section emphasizes God’s will, the richness of grace, and the scope of salvation as part of a carefully ordered, foreknown design.

The opening continues by describing the inheritance granted in Christ and the sealing with the Holy Spirit, who is the pledge of that inheritance. Paul offers thanksgiving and prays that readers receive wisdom and insight to grasp the hope of God’s calling, the wealth of His glorious inheritance, and the immeasurable greatness of His power. That power, demonstrated in raising Christ from the dead, has exalted Him above all rule and authority. Christ is presented as head over all things for the church, which is described as His body—the fullness of Him who fills all. The tone blends worship with instruction and reassurance.

The letter then contrasts past and present: once dead in trespasses, walking according to the age of this world and under hostile spiritual influence, believers are now made alive with Christ. This transformation is attributed solely to God’s mercy and grace. Salvation is presented as by grace through faith, not the result of works, so no one may boast. The passage affirms that believers are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works prepared in advance. The trajectory is from alienation and judgment to new life, purpose, and hope, with emphasis on divine initiative and the ethical outcomes that follow.

Attention turns to Gentile readers who were formerly far off—without the covenants, hope, or knowledge of God—now brought near by Christ’s blood. Christ is identified as peace, having dismantled the dividing wall between Jew and Gentile and abolished the hostility rooted in ordinances, creating one new humanity. Through the cross, reconciliation to God occurs for both groups, granting access to the Father by one Spirit. The community of believers becomes a single household, built on the foundation of apostles and prophets, with Christ as cornerstone. This people is depicted as a holy temple, a spiritual dwelling of God growing together in unity.

Paul describes his role as a prisoner for the sake of the Gentiles and a steward of the revealed mystery: Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ through the gospel. He highlights the task of proclaiming the riches of Christ and making known God’s manifold wisdom through the church to heavenly powers. Readers are encouraged to feel confident in access to God through faith. Paul then prays that they be strengthened by the Spirit, Christ dwelling in their hearts, to comprehend the vastness of His love and be filled with God’s fullness, concluding with a doxology.

On this foundation, the letter urges a manner of life worthy of the calling: humility, gentleness, patience, and bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain unity of the Spirit. It affirms one body, Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, baptism, and God and Father of all. Christ’s ascension is associated with the giving of ministry gifts—apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers—to equip believers, build up the body, and foster maturity. The community is to grow into the full knowledge of the Son of God, no longer swayed by false teaching, but speaking truth in love, with every part contributing to the body’s health.

Practical exhortations follow. Believers are warned not to walk in the futility of mind associated with their former way of life. They are to put off the old self, be renewed in the spirit of their minds, and put on the new self, created in God’s likeness. Specific instructions include honesty, controlled anger, ceasing theft, diligent work that enables generosity, and wholesome speech that edifies. They are to avoid grieving the Holy Spirit, practicing kindness and forgiveness. The letter calls for imitation of God, walking in love as Christ did, shunning sexual immorality, greed, and obscenity, living as children of light, discerning the Lord’s will, and being filled with the Spirit.

Corporate life is characterized by thanksgiving, psalms and hymns, and mutual submission out of reverence for Christ. Instructions for households address wives and husbands, children and parents, servants and masters. Husbands are commanded to love their wives as Christ loved the church—self-giving, sanctifying, and nurturing—while wives are called to respectful submission. This relationship is linked to the profound mystery of Christ and the church. Children are to obey; parents are to nurture without provoking. Servants are to serve sincerely as to Christ; masters are to act justly, remembering divine impartiality. The emphasis is on dignity, responsibility, and Christ-centered conduct within everyday relationships.

The letter concludes by urging believers to be strong in the Lord and to put on the full armor of God to stand against the schemes of the devil. The struggle is portrayed as spiritual, against powers and forces beyond flesh and blood. The armor includes truth, righteousness, readiness from the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, and the word of God, with persistent prayer for all saints. Paul requests prayer for bold proclamation. Tychicus is commended as a messenger to inform and encourage the community. A benediction extends peace, love with faith, and grace to all who love the Lord Jesus with steadfastness, encapsulating the letter’s call to unity and faithful living.
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    The Epistle to the Ephesians, as rendered in Richard Francis Weymouth’s New Testament in Modern Speech, is set within the mid-first-century Roman world, centered on the city of Ephesus in the province of Asia. Around the 50s to early 60s CE, Ephesus was a major port and administrative hub, renowned for the Temple of Artemis and for its bustling trade, law courts, and multiethnic population. Koine Greek was the lingua franca, and Roman roads and sea lanes tied the city to Antioch, Corinth, and Rome. The letter’s implied circumstances reflect Paul’s ministry among Jews and Gentiles in Asia Minor and his later imprisonment, probably at Rome circa 60–62 CE.

Under the Pax Romana established since Augustus (27 BCE–14 CE) and continuing through Claudius and Nero, Asia Minor experienced relative stability, uniform coinage, and secure travel. Ephesus served as provincial capital under a senatorial proconsul and hosted assizes that drew crowds from the region. The imperial cult, alongside the ancient Artemis worship, structured civic identity and festivals. These conditions enabled missionary journeys and letter circulation, while also exposing Christians to expectations of public ritual loyalty. Ephesians mirrors this matrix in its concern with civic belonging and allegiance, contrasting Roman and cultic claims with allegiance to Christ and describing translocal networks of assemblies connected across the empire.

Paul’s extended residence in Ephesus during his third journey, often dated around 54–57 CE, generated intense social and economic reaction. According to Acts 19, many practitioners burned scrolls of magical arts valued at fifty thousand silver pieces, and Demetrius the silversmith incited a riot in defense of the Artemis-related trade, filling the great theater. These events illuminate the letter’s emphasis on renouncing occult practices, confronting idolatry, and engaging in spiritual conflict. Weymouth’s rendering of passages on powers and armor can be read against that urban background, where economic interests, civic pride, and religious devotion met in the streets, guilds, and marketplaces of Ephesus.

The reconciliation of Jew and Gentile in the 40s and 50s CE formed a decisive backdrop. The Council of Jerusalem in 49 CE, led by James with the testimony of Peter, Paul, and Barnabas, affirmed Gentile inclusion without circumcision while advising abstention from idolatry and blood. Diaspora synagogues throughout Asia Minor fostered mixed congregations in cities like Ephesus. Ephesians portrays one new humanity and the dismantling of enmity, imagery resonant with the temple soreg that had separated peoples in Jerusalem. Weymouth’s accessible English underscores how the letter’s theology emerged from real negotiations over communal meals, table-fellowship, and the shared worship of diverse urban believers.

Paul’s imprisonments structure the probable occasion of the letter. After arrest in Jerusalem (57 CE) and confinement in Caesarea (57–59), he underwent house arrest in Rome (circa 60–62 CE) under Nero. Ephesians belongs to the cluster commonly called the Prison Epistles, along with Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. The text names Tychicus as the bearer who would report Paul’s condition and encourage the recipients, revealing the organized courier system of early Christian communication. Weymouth’s translation preserves the epistle’s tone of boldness under constraint, reflecting a historical moment when legal process, imperial oversight, and personal networks intersected to sustain teaching across long distances.

Household order under Roman law shaped daily life in Ephesus. The paterfamilias exercised patria potestas over wife, children, and enslaved persons, while slavery permeated urban economies; estimates in imperial cities range into a significant minority of inhabitants. Manumission and patronage created enduring social ties. Ephesians 5:21–6:9 adapts the Greco-Roman household code, urging mutual regard within existing structures and reframing authority under the lordship of Christ. The famous armor imagery draws on the equipment of Roman soldiers familiar in provincial capitals. Weymouth’s modern idiom translates these social instructions and metaphors for readers far from ancient law courts, barracks, and domestic workshops.

Nineteenth-century advances in textual criticism and education crucially shaped Weymouth’s work. Richard Francis Weymouth (1822–1902), a Nonconformist educator and longtime head of Mill Hill School in London, participated in a scholarly milieu transformed by manuscript discoveries and new Greek editions. Constantin von Tischendorf’s discovery of Codex Sinaiticus in 1844 and 1859, alongside renewed study of Codex Vaticanus, catalyzed the move beyond the Textus Receptus. In 1881 Brooke Foss Westcott and Fenton John Anthony Hort issued The New Testament in the Original Greek, arguing for an eclectic text grounded in the oldest witnesses. The same year, the English Revised Version began to appear (1881–1885), signaling a national effort to render Scripture in contemporary English on a modern textual base. Weymouth compiled The Resultant Greek Testament (1892), synthesizing leading
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